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personnel and civilians in the Middle East will be subject to a likely, serious, and grave
risk if the responsive Darby Photos described in paragraphs 21-23 are publicly released.
Release of (hese images will be portrayed as part and parcel of the alleged, continuing
effort of the United States to humiliate Muslims and, given the patterns of violence
observed there, will be used by the insurgents as propaganda to increase calls for violence
against U.S. and Coalition personnel, | believe that if the responsive Darby Photos are
released, rots, violence, and attacks by insurgents will result,

26. 1 am also concemed that, while the photos and videos taken together are
illustrative only of isolated activity by one military unit, the members of which have been
the subject of criminal investigations, prosecutions, and convictions,' their graphic and
offensive nature makes it easy to falsely generalize from those images and characterize
the abuse as more widespread than it was, and to impugn the United States Armed Forces
as a whole. thereby generating a more vehement — and violent — reaction. The
offensiveness of these images will make it more difficult to counteract calls for violence
against U S. and Coalition Forces despite the United States Government’s immediate and
forceful denunciation of the conduct portrayed in these photos, the numerous
investigations into the activities and personnel they depict, and the criminal and military

prosecution of those confirmed to be involved.

‘A separate sddendum is attached that delingates the current status of disciplinary actions taken against
those personnel who were invelved in the abuse and mistreatment of detainece at Abu Grhaib, some of
which is depicred in the Darby photos.
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The Effe: nsive D Photos on the Predominantty Muslim Populations
of Irag and Afghanistan.

27. Specifically, with respect to the video images described in paragraph 23, as

common expenience has shown and as viewing of the video clips has confirmed, video
images are more powerful than still photographs. Video captures a continuum of action,
shows cause-and-effect, and portrays the range of emotions of those depicted in a manner
that a still photo — which is devoid of those dynamic qualities — fails to convey. The
video images, thus, evoke a visceral and empathetic connection between the viewer and
the person being victimized, and are much more likely 1o generate a violent reaction or be
¢xploited by insurgents for violent ends.

28. Iraqi and foreign detainees have indicated that an important motivation for their
fighting against the Coalition and U.S. forces is their perceived mistreatment of Iragis at
Abu Ghraib prison, Thus, for example, al Qaeda leader Abu Musab al-Zarqawi
demanded the release of all famale detainees as the sole condition for the release of
American hostages Jack Hensley, Eugene Armstrong, and British hostage Kenneth
Bigley, all of whom were subsequently beheaded. British hostage Margaret Hassan (who
was also Killed by her abductors) also pleaded in a video released by her captors for the
release of female detainees.

29. Similarly. on February 28, 2005, a statement by the Media Wing of Abu-Mus'ab
al Zargawi-al-Qa'ida of Jibad Organization in the Land of the Two Rivers [Tanzim
Qa'tdat al-Jihad fi Bilad al-Rafidayn] was posted on various pro-Al-Qaeda Internet sites
in which the group warned and reminded Muslims of the tactics of the enemies of Islam:
“2. They have incarcerated owr women in concentration camps, where they raped them

and violated their honor... 3. They gave the rejectionists (Shi‘a) access to our women,
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