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Legislation is often promoted as a landmark. Int. No. 512 in fact proposes a major

reform in our local human rights law.

The bill’s legislative findings and intent affirm that justice and equality are core
principles articulated in our nation’s founding documents: the Constitution, the Bill of

Rights and the Declaration of Independence.

Drawing on these principles and on principles of human rights that are broadly

recognized,’ the legislation states that the City has an affirmative obligation to enhance

" See United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948); Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (1969); Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women (1981).



