December 15, 2009

The Honorable David Obey
Chairman

House Appropriations Committee
U.S. Capitol

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Obey:

As organizations committed to effective, evidence-based strategies to fight against
HIV/AIDS and improve public health, thank you for your outstanding leadership in putting
science before politics to remove the ban on federal funding for needle and syringe
exchange programs from the FY10 Labor-HHS Appropriations bill.

As you know, availability of federal funds for syringe exchange is a particularly urgent matter
given that many states face budget woes and are cutting back health funding. When
President Obama signs the FY10 Labor-HHS Appropriations bill, local governments and
agencies will have greater flexibility and be better equipped to combat HIV/AIDS and
hepatitis C transmission in their communities.

We look forward to our continued work with you and other members of Congress, as well as
the Administration, to implement effective HIV prevention programs, including syringe
exchange, that prevent disease and deliver life-saving care to all Americans.

Mr. Chairman, your work has made this critical advance possible. Thank you.

Sincerely,
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