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Letter Regarding John Milios
June 20, 2006

The Honorable Condoleezza Rice
Secretary of State

Department of State

2201 C Street

Washington, DC 20520

The Honorable Michael Chertoff
Secretary of Homeland Security
Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20280

Dear Secretary Rice and Secretary Chertoff:

We write again to express our strong concern with the decision of the
Department of State and the Department of Homeland Security to
bar a foreign scholar from entering this country to participate in an
academic conference. On June 8, Professor John Milios, a faculty
member at the National Technical University of Athens who was to
present a paper at a conference on “"How Class Works" at the State
University of New York at Stony Brook, was denied entry into the
United States upon his arrival at JFK international airport because of

- purported irregularities in his visa. The visa was issued in 1996 and

was set to expire on November 6, 2006. Since 1996 and prior to June
8, he had been allowed entry into the country on five separate
occasions to participate in academic meetings, including a meeting in
February 2003 of the Eastern Economic Association. He reports that
he was questioned at the airport by US officials about his political
ideas and his political affiliations, and he reports further that upon his
return to Greece the American consul in Athens also queried him
about the same subjects, Professor Milios is active in Greek national
politics, is a member of the Syriza party (Coalition of the Radical
Left), and has twice been a candidate for the Greek parliament.

In our letter to you of February 28 (a copy is enclosed for your
convenience) with respect to the case of Professor Waskar Ari, we
wrote that our concern about that case was “deepened because it
appears to be another instance of the government’s barring entry of
a scholar who wishes to visit this country for legitimate academic
reasons.” The government’s barring entry of Professor Milios is one
more instance, so the avaifable information indicates, of the
administration’s seeming disregard for our society’s commitment o
academic freedom. As you both are aware, and as Secrefary Rice well
knows from her experience as a professor and administrator at
Stanford University, opportunities for the free exchange of ideas
among scholars are essential to the search for knowledge. Preventing
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these exchanges because of objections to the political activities or
associations of participating scholars is at odds with this fundamental
purpose.

We would welcome hearing directly from you about this important
matter.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Knight
Director, Program in Academic Freedom and Tenure

American Association of University Professors
1012 Fourteenth Street, NW, Suite #500; Washington, DC 20005
Phone: 202-737-55900 | Fax: 202-737-5526
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From the issue dated June 15, 2007

Politics Keeps Scholars Out of U.S., Critics Say

Withholding visas is said to endanger America's inteliectual freedom

By BURTON BOLLAG

For nine months, Riyadh Lafta, an Iraqi professor of medicine, tried to get a visa to visit the
University of Washington, where he had been invited to share his research on the unusually
high rates of cancer among children in southern Iraqg.

But by last March, with no visa forthcoming, the American institution came up with an
alternative plan. Mr. Lafta would deliver his lecture at Simon Fraser University, in Vancouver,
British Columbia, and it would be broadcast by video to a public meeting long planned for the
purpose at Washington.

The day before his mid-April flight, however, the British consulate in Amman, Jordan, turned
down his request for a transit visa to change planes at London's Heathrow Airport. So Mr.
Lafta, a faculty member at Baghdad's Al-Mustansiriya University, had to make the long and
dangerous trip back to the Iraqi capital.

His American research partners say they think they know why he never received a U.S. visa:
The Iragi was one of the principal authors of an October 2006 study published in the British
medical journal The Lancet that controversially estimated that more than 650,000 Iraqis — far
more than officially reported — had died as a result of the American-led invasion.

Academic and civil-liberties groups say Mr. Lafta's case is troubling, but not unique. They
assert that during the last year or so the Bush administration has increased its use of
heightened security measures, introduced after the 2001 terrorist attacks, to keep out foreign
scholars whose politics or ideas it does not like. In such cases the government does not give
reasons for denying a visa, making it nearly impossible to challenge the decision, academic
advocates say.

"Each new case seems to underscore the doubts that the administration has any justifiable
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security basis" to exciude the scholars, says Jonathan Knight, director of the program on
academic freedom and tenure at the American Association of University Professors.

The pattern not only hurts the scholars in question, but also damages America’s reputation for
academic freedom, those groups say. Some academic associations have felt forced to move
their meetings to Canada to ensure that members from other countries can attend. They also
report that the United States has become a less appealing destination for foreign scholars.

"There are many people who simply don't think of teaching or attending a conference in the
United States because they don't want to put up with the humiliation of the visa process," says
Barbara Weinstein, president of the 14,000-member American Historical Association.

Official Denial

When U.S. State Department officials were asked about Mr. Lafta's case, they denied that the
government had intentionally kept the Iraqi professor out, saying they had simply been unable
to reach him when his visa was ready last fall. His American colleagues find that explanation
implausible, saying they contacted U.S. visa officials several times on Mr. Lafta's behalf
without success.

The State Department, which is responsible for issuing visas, declined requests for an
interview for this article. But in an e-mail message, a department official who requested
anonymity because he was not authorized to speak about this issue said that while the
government considers such factors as national security and foreign policy, no one had been
denied a visa "due to any expression of the applicant's views."

Scholars who may have been barred recently because of their politics include Adam Habib, a
prominent South African political scientist, and Yoannis Milios, a ieft-wing Greek political
economist. Both had their visas revoked when they arrived at John F. Kennedy International
Airport in New York for academic meetings, and both say they were guestioned about their
political views before being put on flights back to their own countries.

Other scientists and social-science professors from a variety of countries, including Bolivia,
Canada, and Switzerland, have been barred from attending academic conferences or taking
teaching positions in the United States. Many of the scholars were frequent visitors to the
United States before suddenly being declared undesirable. There appears to have been a de
facto ban on most scholars from Cuba for the last three years.

Academic associations have issued protests in about a dozen cases. The groups say that since
the government does not release figures, it is hard to know the true number of scholars who
have been kept out.
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Challenging the Government

In two or three cases, U.S. officials made vague references to a security threat. But to the
frustration of the scholars' supporters, the government has typically not provided any reasons
for keeping the scholars out. Critics, however, believe the issue is politics, not security.

"Because it is draped in secrecy,” says Melissa Goodman, a staff lawyer with the American Civil
Liberties Union, "they get to keep out people whose views they don't want [American] people
to hear.”

The secrecy also makes it all but impossible to challenge exclusions that appear to be simple
mistakes, say academic advocates. For example, Nalini Ghuman, a British citizen who has lived
for the last 10 years in the United States and is an assistant professor of music at Mills
College, was sent back to Britain last August, eight hours after she returmed from a research
visit there. She and her college are convinced that her visa was canceled mistakenly, but they
have been unable to get any explanation from U.S. authorities.

"We're sort of flummoxed," says Robert F. Judd, executive director of the American
Musicological Society, which recently issued a public appeal on Ms. Ghuman's behalf. "We
don't know how to deal with this."

Opponents of the government's policy have forced small concessions from the authorities
through lawsuits brought in two of the best-publicized cases. One suit, filed by the ACLU on
behalf of several academic groups, challenged the government's use of the so-called
ideological exclusion clause of the USA Patriot Act to keep out Tarig Ramadan. The prominent
Swiss scholar of Islam had his visa revoked in 2004, preventing him from taking up a teaching
job at the University of Notre Dame. At the time, U.S. officials referred to a provision of the
act that allow them to deny a visa to anyone who "endorses or espouses terrorist activity” or
"persuades others" to do so.

But after a federal judge ruled last summer that the government had to provide an
explanation, the authorities presented a new reason: donations totaling about $800 that he
had made to two European groups providing humanitarian assistance to the Palestinians. The
two groups were later blacklisted by the Bush administration for allegedly providing "material
support" to Hamas, the senior partner in the Palestinian Authority.

In the other case, in May, the Department of Homeland Security finally approved an
employment-visa petition submitted almost two years ago by the University of Nebraska at
Lincoln for a Bolivian historian, Waskar T. Ari Chachaki. The move came shortly after the
university sued to force the government to respond to the application.

The approval simply means that Mr. Ari, an expert on the indigenous Indians of the Andes,
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and an Aymara Indian, can request a visa to take up a job as an assistant professor of history
and ethnic studies at Nebraska. The government never gave a reason for not responding
earlier. But some academics speculate it may have been to show displeasure with Bolivia's
president, Evo Morales, who is also an Aymara and has been critical of U.S. policy toward his
country's coca cultivation.

Striking a Balance?

When asked about the case of Mr. Ramadan last December, Karen Hughes, under secretary of
state for public diplomacy and public affairs, said the administration's goal was "balancing our
current security regulations with our desire to remain a welcoming country."

Critics say the government has not found that balance. Ms. Weinstein, of the American
Historical Association, says that by keeping out foreign scholars who could help Americans
understand the sources of international tensions, the policy "makes us less safe."

In the first years after the 2001 terrorist attacks, scholars in scientific and technical fields
especially faced long delays and interminable security checks. Problems for them have
lessened considerably during the last two years, say academic officials. But scholarly
associations in the social sciences say problems persist for their foreign members.

Carol L. Martin, executive director of the 2,200-member African Studies Association, says at
least 12 African members were unable to get visas to attend the group's most recent annual
meeting, in San Francisco last November. The policy "deprives everyone else of their unique
perspective. It hinders policy making in the United States," she says.

Several academic associations have responded by moving their meetings to Canada. In the
largest move to date, the Latin American Studies Association has decided to hold its next
congress, in September, which 6,000 people are expected to attend, in Montreal. The group
made the decision after its congress last year became the second in a row for which all of the
more than 50 Cuban scholars who had registered were denied visas. Under the circumstances,
said the group in a written statement, "we can no longer, in good conscience, hold our
congress inside the United States.”

The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, one-third of whose 370,000 members live
outside the United States, now regularly holds some committee meetings in Canada to ensure
that all members can attend. Chris J. Brantley, managing director of the group’s American
branch, says this step is stili needed even though fewer of his members have been denied
visas in the last two years.

http://chronicle.com
Section: International
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Letter Regarding Waskar Ari
27 February 2006

The Honorable Condoleezza Rice
Secretary of State

Department of State

2201 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20520

The Honorable Michae! Chertoff
Secretary of Homeland Security
Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Rice and Secretary Chertoff:

1 write to express the deep concern of the American Association of
University Professors, the leading organization in the United States
devoted to advancing principles of academic freedom, with the
decision of the Department of State and the Department of
Homeland Security to revoke the visa of Professor Waskar Ari, a
citizen of Bolivia, who has been appointed to a faculty position at the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln that was to have started last fall. The
effect of the revocation is to bar him from entering the country. We
understand that Professor Ari was awarded the Ph.D. in history by
Georgetown University in 2004, that he was a visiting faculty member
at Western Michigan University in the spring of 2005, that he was last
in the United States in May 2005, and that he learned of the visa
revocation last June while visiting family in Bolivia. Neither the
Department of State nor the Department of Homeland Security has
provided an explanation of the visa decision to either Professor Ari or
to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

Our concern about Professor Ari's case is deepened because it
appears to be another instance of the government's barring entry of
a scholar who wishes to visit this country for legitimate academic
reasons. We see a troubling pattern emerging in which foreign
scholars offered appointments at American universities or invited to
attend academic conferences are prevented from entering the United
States because of their perceived political beliefs or associations.
Professor Ari's case and earlier ones—they include the 2004 case of
Professor Tariq Ramadan, a Swiss citizen who was appointed to a
faculty position at the University of Notre Dame, and in the same
year the case of 65 Cuban scholars who had been scheduled to
participate in an international conference sponsored by the Latin
American Studies Association that was held in Las Vegas -- point to a
disturbing disregard on the part of the Bush administration for our
soclety's commitment to academic freedom.
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We join the American Historical Association and the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln in urging the Department of State and the
Department of Homeland Security to reconsider their position and
allow Professor Ari to take up his faculty appointment at the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

Sincerely,
Roger W. Bowen
General Secretary

American Association of University Professors
1012 Fourteenth Street, NW, Suite #500; Washington, DC 20005
Phone: 202-737-5900 | Fax: 202-737-5526
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From the issue dated March 3, 2006

U.S. Withholds Visa From Bolivian Schelar Hired to Teach at U. of Nebraska
By BURTON BOLLAG

A Bolivian scholar hired by the University of Nebraska at Lincoln has been unable to take up his post
because the federal govemnment has withheld his visa. The case has again raised concern over what
critics have described as the arbitrary use of government power to keep foreign academics out of the
United States.

Waskar T. Ari earned a Ph.D, in history from Georgetown University in 2005 and was hired by
Nebraska as an assistant professor of history and ethnic studies. His job was to have begun last
August.

Barbara S. Weinstein, a history professor at the University of Maryland at College Park, called the
situation "very disturbing." Ms. Weinstein is president-elect of the American Historical Association,
which has spoken out on behalf of Mr, Ari.

The government's reason for not issuing the visa, she speculated, ssems related to his ethnicity. Mr,
Ari is a member of the Aymara people, one of the largest indigenous Indian groups that fogether
account for two thirds of Bolivia's eight million people. "He has certainly never been a member of any
movement that would be of a security concem to the U.S, government," she said.

Mr. Ari is a scholar of the religious beliefs and political activism among indigenous Bolivians. He has
served as a consuitant to the World Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank on social and
economic issues facing Bolivia's indigenous people. Last year he served as the representative of
Bolivia's umbrella peasant-and-indigenous organization to a committee of the Organization of
American States that was drafting an indigenous-rights declaration.

Last December Bolivia elected its first indigenous president, Evo Morales, a leftist who has opposed
U.S.-backed efforts to eradicate the cultivation of the coca plant. Coca is the main ingredient in
cocaine. Mr. Morales is also an Aymara.

Peter S. Levitov, Nebraska's associate dean of international affairs, said the history department was
nparticularly excited” to have hired Mr. Ari. His specialty in the indigenous peoples of the Andes
region would make a fruitful match with the department’s strengths in indigenous peoples of the
central part of the United States, he said.

In a letter sent in February to Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and subsequently made public, the

historical association wrote: "We recognize that there may be individuals who pose a genuine security
risk... . However, in Dr. Ari's case, we feel there are no perceptible grounds for such treatment, Within
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the Aymara community of Bolivia, he is widely recognized as a voice of moderation.”

Mr. Ari's sifuation recalls the case of Tariq Ramadan, a prominent Swiss Muslim scholar who was
appointed to a tenured professorship at the University of Notre Dame in 2004 but was unable to
assume the post after the federal government revoked his visa (The Chronicle, September 10, 2004).
Mr, Ramadan subsequently took a position at a British university.

In January the American Civil Liberties Union filed a lawsuit challenging a provision of the USA
Patriot Act that was used to deny a visa to Mr. Ramadan. In the lawsuit, the ACLU said the

government was using the provision broadly to exclude from the United States people whose views it
disfavors.

'Derogatory Information’

Last June, shortly after it hired Mr. Ad, the University of Nebraska paid 81,000 for an expedited
application to the U.S. immigration service to have him declared eligible to apply for a visafora
professional job in the United States. Now, nine months later, the service's Web site shows the
application as "pending." :

The university says it has not received any explanation from the immigration service, which is part of
the Department of Homeland Security.

But it appears that the government has classified Mr. Ari as a threat to American security. Mr. Ari had
been living in the Washington area when he was hired by Nebraska, and returned home to Bolivia for
what he expected would be a short stay to settle his affairs and pick up a new visa. But when he
visited the U.S. Consulate last summer in the Bolivian capital, La Paz, U.S. officials took his passport
and stamped "canceled" over his student visa, which was about to expire anyway.

Asked about the situation, a spokeswoman at the State Department's Bureau of Consular Affairs
checked Mr. Ari's file and said the cancellation of his old visa was done under a terrorism-related
section of U.S. legislation on the granting of visas. "We have derogatory information that renders him
ineligible," she said, but declined to add any further information.

Reached by telephone at his home in La Paz, Mr. Ari described being in a kind of limbo, waiting for
the United States to make a decision on his case. Initially, when he was unable to refurn to the United
States, he worked in a real-estate agency "just to pay the bills," he said. Now he has a temporary
teaching job at Bolivia's biggest public institution, the Greater University of San Andrés.

Mr. Ari is one of only a few members of Latin America's large indigenous population to have attained
a Ph.D. When he enrolled at a university two decades ago, however, "it was very hard to get a higher
education in Bolivia if you had an indigenous pame," he said. So he applied under an assumed name,
"Juan Arias.” Only halfway through his graduate studies in the United States did he decide to start
using his real name again.

Mr. Ari said that he considers the United States his second "fatherland," adding that "many indigenous
people think I'm too pro-American.”

"It must be some big mistake,” he said of his situation, adding, "I believe in justice. The truth will win
out."
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Bolivian professor coming
to UNL

BY MELISSA LEE / Lincoin Journal Star
Thursday, Jul 19, 2007 - 06:53:43 pm
coT

Waskar Ari's long wait in Belivia is finally
coming to an end. Hired two years ago by
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to
teach in the Department of History, Ari
said he has been cleared at last to enter
the United States. He said he received a
passport and work visa from the U.S.
Consulate in La Paz late Thursday
afternoon.

And he’ll be here soon: Ari wrote in an e-
mail fo the Journal Star he expects to
arrive in Lincoln before Aug. 20 and is
planning to teach two classes this fall.

“] think 1 am committed for life with UNL,"
he wrote. “They were extraordinarily
helpful.”

Thursday’s news came more than four
months after UNL sued the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security,
demanding the department either act on
Art's work visa petition or explain why Ari
had been kept waiting.

Homeland Security offered no official
response to UNL's lawsuit, but in May, it
approved Ari's work visa petition without
explanation, giving hope the final step in
his journey to Nebraska — a work visa
from the U.S. Consulate — was near.

It was.

it all goes as planned, Ari will be on
campus a week before fall classes begin
Aug. 27. He says he's prepared to teach
courses on Latin American colonial
history and colonial Mexico.

The history department has begun
clearing out an office for him, UNL
spokeswoman Kelly Bartling said.

“We're all just really pleased that the
situation has been resolved,” she said.

UNL hired Ari in early 2005, just before
he earned a doctoral degree from
Georgetown University. He was touted as
a top draw because of his expertise on
Latin American indigenous communities.
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But in June, when Ari stopped home in
Bolivia for & quick farnily visit, he found
his student visa had been canceled and
he could not get a replacement work visa
to return to the United States because
the U.S. government had discovered
“derogatory information” in his file.

Ari's Washington.-based lawyer, Michael
Maggio, believes Ari may have been
linked to Bolivian President Evo Morales,
a frequent and harsh critic of the Bush
administration.

Maggio, who represented UNL in its
fawsuit pro bono, said such links were
“totally baseless.”

The case attracted substantial media
coverage and public support for Ari,
Maggio said, which may have helped
compel the government to approve the
visa petition.

Still, Maggio said, his office has received
ne word from Homeland Security on why
it had been concerned about Ari or why it
ultimately gave him the green light.

But he said it was the right decision.

“Finally, justice prevails,” he said. “The
vefting that Dr, Ari has endured is just
short of what someone goes through to
hecome a saint.”

During the delay, Ari said, he spent time
lecturing throughout Bolivia and taught
and did research at Universidad Mayor
de San Andres.

Now he says he’s ready to begin a new
chapter.

1 cannot wait to arrive fo Lincoln," he
wrote. “It cost me two years of my life.”

Reach Melissa Lec af 473-2682 or
miee@journalstar.com.
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