


















































































































reading of sacred text. This should not sway the Court. Nor should my

passionate advocacy as a Jew.

My voice as a proud American, and as a communal leader is the one

I believe matters most, andI do pray from a spiritual standpoint for Equal

Marrage. I speak in the name of Jewish tradition, which has itself

responded with an attentive heart to the pain of our sisters and brothers

when I call for justice, when I ask you to affirm Equal Marrage in the State

of California.

Reverend Dr. Paul Tellstrom
Irvine United Congrègational Church

Irvine, CA

, Our church in Irvine is predominantly heterosexual, made up of all

ages, and exemplifies the lack of homophobia that is so noteworthy in the

younger generation. Recognizing our church's stand to honor the loving

relationships of our gay and lesbian brothers and sisters, our church makes
!

sacred space for same-sex marrages, which are performed by our pastor.

Our prayer shawl ministry makes warm, hand-knitted symbols of the

congregations' love and caring, which are passed around the congregation

to be blessed. At one recent Sunday worship service, four of our same-sex

couples who were marred this year were asked to be present to witness the

love of the congregation for them in these shawls; and were asked to stand

and be recognized.
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I cannot imagine the devastation these families would experience if

their marrages were to be nullfied. There are beautiful children in one of

these marrages, who played roles in their mothers' wedding. The damage

done to these children wouldbe an incalculable act of cruelty. These

familes are tightly interwoven with our familes of heterosexua1 origin, and

the grieving and pain in our congregation would be immense. These

familes acted in good faith upon being told that their marriages would be

legal, and the state has the obligation to protect the rights of this much-

beleaguered and defenseless minority.

Covenant Network of Presbyterians
San Francisco; CA

The Presbyterian Church (USA)'s national legislative gathering, the

General Assembly, meeting in San Jose in June 2008, voted by 78% to

"renew and strengthen the long-standing Presbyterian Church (USA)

commitment to equal protection under the law for lesbian and gay persons,

and (its) affirmation of the right of same-gender persons to . . . all the

benefits, privileges, and responsibilities of civil union." It also authorized

church representatives to "urge state legislatures and the federal

government to apply the principle of equal protection to same-gender

couples and their children." Covenant Network members provided

testimony and support for these measures.
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Both before and after that gathering, we distributed theological

papers arguing for the equal right of all persons to form committed,

covenantal relationships mirroring God's covenant with humankind. Such

, relationships, we believe, are for many people a critical aid in faithful

discipleship and strengthen their participants to serve God and community

as well as one another. They also provide essential support for the care of

children - many of whom we have baptized. In the oldest story of our

tradition, God creates the, world and sees that it is good. Only one thing is

declared not to be good: "It is not good that the man shòuld be alone" (Gen.

2:18). With gracious providence, God helps humans overcome

estrangement and egotism with the gift of parters and families.

Many of our members celebrated or officiated at same-sex marrages

during the too-brief period when it was legal this falL. For many

congregations, these weddings were occasions óf great joy and community

solidarity, and important opportnities for evangelism and witness. The

passage of Proposition 8 tells these congregants and clergy that their strong'

religious convictions carr less weight than those of others. It has caused

great personal and communal pain and laid heavy demands on pastoral

care.

We recognize that the Presbyterian Church, like most

denominations, is divided on the issue of same-sex marrage. Even as we

work to change some minds, we fully support the right of every minister
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and congregation - which is already entirely protected by both civil and

ecclesiallaw - to decide which marrages they wil recognize or celebrate.

But we do not believe that the beliefs of some religious groups should be

favored by the State of California over those of our members and others

who wish to include all of God's children in God's call to fidelity,

mutuality, responsibility, and service.

More Light Presbyterians
Michael J. Adee, M.Div., Ph.D.,

Executive Director & Field Organizer

Since 1978, the Presbyterian Church (USA) has denounced

discrimination against lesbian and gay persons in civil society. This official

national non-discrimination in civil life policy has been reaffirmed in

subsequent years and the Presbyterian Church (USA) has also affirmed the

right and choice for its ministers to perform blessings of same-sex couples.

Full participation, pastoral care and service in communities through

local Presbyterian congregations is not possible for lesbian, gay, bisexual

and trans gender Presbyterians and their families in the face of

discriminatory church laws and/or discriminatory civil laws such as

Proposition 8. Every church and seminary campus I visit in California has

LGBT members, parents and familes with LGBT members, and allies who

believe that discrimination against LGBT persons is wrong.

And, they sincerely and passionately want to live and serve in their
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communities. Communities, especially now, need to have as many

,compassionate and caring persons serving in th~m.

More Light Presbyterians is wholeheartedly committed to the

creation of spiritual, ordination and marriage equality in both our Church

and in civil society. Proposition 8 denies that right and full experience to

lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender Californians to be part of the family

of their choice by denying civil marrage. Proposition 8 also denies the

, right and choice of Presbyterian ministers to extend the pastoral care of

blessing same-sex couples through marrage.' Proposition 8 casts doubt on

the potential and real moral fitness of same-gender loving people and

renders LGBT persons in the State of California as second-class citizens.

Proposition 8 puts children and familes at risk which is a deep concern for

those of us in the faith community.
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PURSUANT TO RULE 8.204(c)(1)

Pursuant to California Rule of Court 8.204( c )(1), counsel for Amici

Curiae hereby certifies that the number of words contained in this

APPLICATION TO FILE AMICUS BRIEF AND PROPOSED BRIEF OF

AMICI CURAE IN SUPPORT OF PETITIONERS, including footnotes

and Appendix but excluding the Table of Contents, Table of Authorities,

Proof of Service, and this Certificate, is 13,130 words as calculated using

the word count feature of the computer program used to prepare the brief.

By: ~LU-
Ti othy R. Cahn '

=-,

61760831 vI
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PROOF OF SERVICE

I, Shelley Lott, declare:

1. I am over the age of eighteen and not a party to the within

cause. I am employed by Townsend and Townsend and Crew LLP in the

County of San Francisco, State of California. My business address is Two

Embarcadero Center, Eighth Floor, San Francisco, California 94111.

2. On January 15,2009, I served a true copy of the attached

document entitled:

APPLICATION TO FILE AMICUS BRIF AND PROPOSED BRIF
OF AMICI CURE REVEREND DR. FRAK M. ALTON,
IMMANUEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, NETIVOT SHALOM
SYNAGOGUE, REVEREND DR. JANE ADAMS SPAHR,
REVEREND DR. JOHN T. NORRS, REVEREND DR. GLENDA

, HOPE, RABI DAVID J. COOPER, KEHILLA COMMUNITY
SYNAGOGUE, REVEREND LAURA ROSE, REVEREND JANET
MCCUNE EDWARS, PH.D., REVEREND KATHRYN M.
SCHRIBER, REVEREND SUSAN A. MEETER, MIR VISTA
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, NANCY MCKAY, RABBI
MENACHEM CREDITOR, REVEREND DR. PAUL TELLSTROM"
ffVIE UNITED CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, COVENANT
NETWORK OF PRESBYTERINS, AND MORE LIGHT
PRESBYTERIANS IN SUPPORT OF PETITIONERS

by placing it in addressed sealed envelopes clearly labeled to identify the

persons being served at the addresses set forth on the attached service list

andplaced said envelopes in interoffice mail for collection and deposit with

the United States Postal Service at Two Embarcadero Center, Eighth Floor,

San Francisco, California,. on that same date, following ordinary business

practices.
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3. I am familiar with Townsend and Townsend and Crew LLP's

practice for colleçting and processing correspondence for mailing with the

United States Postal Service. In the ordinary course of business,

correspondence placed in interoffice mail is deposited with the United

States Postal Service with first class postage thereon fully prepaid on the

same day it is placed for collection and mailng.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and

correct. Executed on January 15,2009, at San Francisco, California.
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