STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT DANE COUNTY

Julaine Appling, Jo Egelhoff,
Jaren E. Hiller, Richard Kessenich,
and Edmund L. Webster,

Plaintiffs,
VS.

James E. Doyle, Karen Timberlake,
and John Kiesow,

Defendants, Case No. 2010 CV 004434

Honorable Daniel R. Moeser
and

Katharina Heyning, Judith Trampf,
Wendy Woodruff, Mary Woodruff,
Jayne Dunnum, Robin Timm,

Virginia Wolf, Carol Schumacher,
Diane Schermann, and Michelle Collins

Proposed Intervening
Defendants

AFFIDAVIT OF WENDY WOODRUFF IN SUPPORT OF BRIEF OF
PROPOSED INTERVENING DEFENDANTS IN OPPOSITION TO
PETITION TO TAKE JURISDICTION OF ORIGINAL ACTION

STATE OF WISCONSIN )
)
COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE )

I, Wendy Woodruff, being first duly sworn on oath, depose and say:

1. Iam 58 years old and I have been a resident of the state of Wisconsin since 2007.
I live in Greenfield, Wisconsin, with my domestic partner, Mary Woodruff. We
registered as domestic partners at the Milwaukee County Courthouse on August 3,
2009. Ours was the sixth domestic partnership application completed in
Milwaukee County. We then filed our declaration of domestic partnership with
the register of deeds on August 10, 2009.
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10.

I have been a Pastor of the Milwaukee Metropolitan Community Church since
January 1, 2007.

Before I met Mary in 1997, I was married to a man from 1972 to 1989. We had a

son. As amarried woman I understood that I was entitled to many benefits that
flow from the status of being married.

In my domestic partnership with Mary, I lack many of the rights I formerly had
when I was legally married.

Even though Mary and I have registered as domestic partners, this status does not
entitle us to obtain social security death benefits, as married couples are permitted
to do. Despite the fact that we both pay into the social security system, neither of
us is entitled to death benefits based on the contributions of the other. If we were
to terminate our domestic partnership, I understand that the divorce laws of
Wisconsin do not apply. As a result, neither of us would be entitled to any form
of support payments in the same way a married couple would.

I understand that the marital property law of the state of Wisconsin does not apply
to Mary and me as domestic partners in the same way it applies to a married
couple.

I understand that our status as domestic partners is only recognized in Wisconsin,
whereas marriage (performed under the laws of the state of Wisconsin) is a status
that is recognized in all states.

When ] was married, I was able to visit with my husband whenever he was
admitted to the hospital, and I was granted this right by virtue of my marital
status. I could obtain visitation rights merely by saying, “I am his wife.”
However, when Mary became hospitalized a few years ago, it was not initially
clear whether I was going to be able to visit her. I told the hospital administration
employees that she was “my partner.” Because this status is not the same as
marriage, I was asked many more questions about the nature of our relationship
before I was finally permitted to visit her in the hospital.

Marital status carries with it a much larger bundle of rights than the “domestic
partner” status. By registering as Mary’s domestic partner, I fully recognize that
our status as domestic partners is distinct, separate and unique from the status of
marriage.

I am a citizen of the State of Wisconsin, I pay taxes as a citizen, and follow the
laws. Despite that, as a person in a domestic partnership, [ am unable to attain
many of the same rights that are available to married couples. Although Mary
and I do not qualify for the majority of benefits available to people who are
married, and although I believe that our domestic partnership does not get the
same respect as a marriage, Mary and I would be harmed if the domestic
partnership benefits were taken away from us. We would lose the official
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recognition of our relationship, and the limited benefits it provides, such as the

transfer of property if Mary should predecease me.
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Subscribed and sworn to before me
this 27 _ day of September, 2010. I
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