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1. (SBU) Summary: Spanish National Court (Audiencia

Nacional) investigating

judge Baltasar Garzon has announced

he will pursue an investigation into allegations the U.S.
tortured terrorism detainees at Guantanamc. He has yet to

name any targets of his

investigation. This comes days after

he was forced to give up a related complaint filed by an NGO
against six Bush Administration officials (ref a). At the

urging of Spanish prosecutors, the earlier case was

reassigned to another National Court judge who now appears to -

be trying shelve the case.
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2. (U) Garzon bowed to arguments by Spanish prosecutors and
April 17 forwarded to National Court docketing authorities a
case recently filed against six Bush Administration officials
(ref a). That case was duly assigned to investigating judge
Eloy Velasco. We learned May 5 that Velasco has declined to
process that case saying that before moving forward the USG
should be asked if proceedings are underway in the U.S. He
also offered to transfer the proceedings to the U.S. under
the MLAT. We are waiting for a copy of Velasco's ruling and
will advise further when we receive it. Meanwhile, Garzon
announced April 29 that he was commencing a separate

investigation into alleged U.S. torture of terrorism
detainees.
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the Spanish press reported today that National Court
investigating judge Fernando Andreu, who is handling a case
against Israeli officials accused of war crimes in Gaza in
2002, has refused to drop the case despite a request from
prosecutors. The prosecutors had argued that Israel was
investigating the matter. In refusing to close the case,
Andreu argued that Gaza was not part of Israel and thus
Israeli authorities were not the ones who should be
investigating crimes allegedly committed there. The press
reports that the President of the Supreme Court and Spain's
Judicial Council (Consejo General del Poder Judicial), Carlos
Divar, is arguing for reforming the jurisdiction of the
National Court teo avoid having it turned into the "judicial
police of the world.”( Bl
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