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(U) I declare under the penahyofperjury under the laws ofthe United Stales ofAmerica that

the tbregoing is true and correct.

Executedon 21/1.. May2009.

~;I.-t6-
DAVID H. PETRAEUS
General, U.S. Army
Conunander, USCENfCOM4
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Unclassified Redacted Declaration of General
Raymond T. Odierno



DECLt\RAl1QN OF GE$RAL RAYMOND T. ODIERNO

1, OeneraI R.ay1ru>nd T,Odier,oo, p~Uo28lJ.s;C.§ 1146. _~ydQClareaa·follows:

1.(U) I llud\)cConm;ianderofMultj.NationaI Force ~ Irait (Mm-1). MNP·l is the

sl:l:llfegic~artm ltsponsible,fur llONititm..operations in Iraq. 1have served. in the !tllll

TheatettlfOpetatlons (l'TO)fot 361nonth~ inthe~.years.. The~ents.intbis

decloration are'bllSed ilpOllPlY per$QWllkno"'Jedgeand »poD infonnatkmmade $'Vailableto me

in thep¢"ontllll'1cc.ofmy offieialdjlt1es.. In relevbntareas1 Win relate the views.and Opinions of

senior .Jniqi leadm.

2. (U) Thtoughthc exercise (lYmyot1.ieialduties and 11$a result ofmy pel'$)1'lal

knowl~,l am fiuniUarWlth this civill1l1tionand havereviewlldtbe 21 p.gtaphic images

("tho photos'l)-thatthedistrlct cow:totdered r.leased.on June 21, 2Q06.1Mhll'e the subjel<t ofthe

~m ACLUv. D¢1m!::tntllnt orDerll!1AA. S4~ F.3d 59 (2d Cit. 2008). For the msonS$et forth. . ." . .

Inthlll decll!i'4tloll; I have concluded tbllt'the\>fficial release oftbese ilnages, even iftedacted to

obs<:IJi,e'~ilitOnnatiOIl; col,1ld rBa$oI'lably beexpected10:
.'

. a. (U)' F.ndangerthe lives oflJ.$. iln4 ¢OaI!tilln&>llfu:rs. AifuJen, Maiines.. . '.

Sailtml, civillans, an4 C<l1\trllCtm'Spresently:servinghi Iraq;

b. (U) En~tbe lives-of1ilii1i civilianll. polWe.lllllitaiY pei$o_l end

govmunentofficials.

and

d. {U} Undi:pnln\'l the improving security condit'ioDS.in Iraq.

3. (U) Mycone1usions are based on my. yeats ofsenciceilnihxPerience in the United

Statesmilitaty in Qlmeral andIraq.in plU'ticular, inielllgenl:ll amtop\'lrations n:ports and
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~ents oftbuituatioll'jp Iraq,. the ~ssments $Ild evllluatioll$ ofmy subordinate'

~ers, the declar~tiOllS nmdep~ollSlyin ~ ease, $Ild regular interaction with Iraqi

leaders. In particular:

a. .ell) Thave served intM United SUites Amty for over 32 yelml at various levels

ofcommand $Ild staff. I.have contnllll'lded units at evety eeb~loD, from platoon to theater. My

staffexperience incllKles serving as1h!lAssistant to the Chail'mlill of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,

where I was thepiimary tnilital:y lldvisor to Secretaries of State Colin Powell $Ild CondOleezza

Rice. 1have extel)Siveexperien~in lJ:aqi incl~ ePlIlIIIIIIId at the diVi~ion, co~, .and theater

levels. I co1Ill1lllndedihe 4th I:Ilfutrtty Divi$ion, whillh was~ in the Sunni Triangle,

wbett. it was deployed to Iraq from .Apri12003to March 2004. I commanded Multi·National

Corps - Iraq, wbillhi$ theoperationaillOmnlllnd'responsiblefor coalition forces throughout Iraq,.

ftOm~bet 20066> February 2008, durirlg the ilUrge ofO.S. furces. I assumed my current

~d $t Multi-National Foree - Itaq, which is the s~gjccomm~teS;pOn$ible for

coalition~0IlS inImq, in Septelnbe1'2OQ8. As a result ofthisexper1enee, I have intimate

lI:/ld extensive knowledge ofour ful'CllS MIl their capabilities, as well as those df the enemies who

threa,tenU,S., COalition, and Iraqi fotl:esandinterests.

b. (U) I receive daily :inteUigem:e and operations briefings regarding the

political, economic, diplomatic, and llOOurity environment in lraq. These briefil1~ are produced

by Slibject"matter eXperts, and 1relY on and trust their expertise and insights.

c. (U) 1fx¢q\lClll1y~l througl:lput lmq to see firSthand the :;;ituation across the

country. During thesemi.S$ions; 1re~ve reports from. subordinate operationai and tactical

eommanderswho provide illilights nom theJocal Md regional levels.
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d. (U) I ~viewedand relied Ilpon the Declanltion of.Briplier General CarterF.

Ham., dated April 26, 2006, mrd the SI.:cond Amended 1Je(llamtio~ of$e fonn~rChaiJ:Jnan ofthe

JuintCbiefs GrS~.(JenendR1~B. Myers, dated AUgtJ$t 25, ~05,which were s\ibmitted

tp'lhe \Iistrict coutt:rcgan!ingphotollPUlPOrt!ngro show detaineeabusc.

e. (0) I am ilOIIlltIiritlyeugaged'With the senlorpl>1itica1l~in Imq. who

share with me theinlciqulil insights futothe COiiditioos wiWn thilir country. As the conflict in

Iraq wiIl.i:tnpaettheit nation fot decades!o COine,! find their pet'SpeCiive tn be pmuasive.. ." . .

4.. (P) I stroJ)gly beiievethe~e otthese Photos will~er the lives ofU;S.

S:oJdiers,Airmen, Marines, SliilotsdeMlians as well as the lives Of'our lxaqi partners. Certain

operatillipmlts~ atp8J:ticulilr ri\lkof~ £row reic:aseofthephotos. One CX$tlpleis our

~teanlStbroUghClQt Iraq. These 8l;e ~Ielementa ofbetwllen IS an430 individuals who

live onltllqi-contrOlled installiJtiOnli·l!tldth\l$ do oot'hllVe the~P~OIlS affordel:l ro many

ofour service members. Inadditi,on; as tbllyassist our Iraqi PiII'lnetS, membetsofsuch teanIS are

regularly engaged in sman.unitpatt6ls,maklng them mote vulnei:ablctninsurtent attacks ot

other viol~ce dfrecl\:d Ilt U.S. forces. MilO.rdintiIy, thete.is .goOd reason tlHl~lude that the

soldieJj in thol!¢ teams and in,sl1nilarlysltua~ 1\tIits woold face a partlCularty .serious riSk to

their lives andpljysicatsafety.

S. (0) The-publWationofthese photos will be lik.ely to signifi¢andy and adversely impact

the MNF..1missioll todevelbp a:sttateglc partnership with·a slllble. secure, prosperous, and

democratic Iraq that reflects its s6clety and cultute, stantb $ anilily in the war on terror, 'and

contributes to peaeeand. stability in the ~on. The photos will likelY'cause a vetypublic and

emotional te$JlOnse in Iraq lind in'the larger Arab world bel:ause the !mages may touch on a

number ofdeep-rooted Arab cultural values that will nlsonate with1he Iraqi public. TbeIraqi
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public:, if i:nnamed with emotion. may be easilymani;p~ by l;i)mpetitors seeking to exploit

this op,portuI!ity to their fill[ adVlll1fiige•.~yAr\lbs hatborloll8-standing perceived gricvllllces

~ the west in g~ln'a1 and the U.S. inparfieular. 1he release of'thesepbotographs likely

will only fUel·thIs resentment

6. (U) In April 2004. neWS ol'gIlnbJations published reports ofU.S. abuses ofIraqi

detainees-that publicly disseminated an.initial liet·o:fphotQgraPhs taken III the Abu Ohmib prison.

EXtre:Iilisto~tioDS U!cl~il Qaedaifi Itaq (AQf) lImfIslamic·Stateof Iraq (lSI) used the

tevel@011S.ofiletllineeatl\1lit and~es ofllllSOCiated PbDtogl'llphs to n:etuit llIld ~otivate

otganizatfunmemh!:rs.The graphic l'lMll$ioDSofdlll8itleea~ motlvated some tem>rists

lneludiDgftireignfighters ftomSyria. Y~enandSa:udi Anibill to joili thejibad. Reporting also

indi~tes thal some organizationsmay have StlI$ed and disseminated photographs ofArab

women being abused by men inUS. uniforms. Elctrein.istgl'Olips intentionally misrepresented

~depletedabuse'" e\'idence oithe widespread. repeotfemale.1Iaql~by U.S. soldiers

as 11 further motivllllonrorreel1lltrnen~ and to llUpport the exhortation for attacks against

COlllitiOn Foweil (ell).

7. (Uj The p11bHc dissem.inlllionofdetainee abl!se ph!:Jtos in 2004 likely Qontributed to a

sp~ inviol= in Iraq dniing the third lJUIlrtet:of2004 as foreign figf)ters and domestic

insurgentS Wete drawn to Itaq to tralnand iight. A:ttacks on eF inereBllC:d. from around 700 .in

Maxch2004to Ilround 1300 In May (after the photographs were btoadi.:llSt andpubli~) and

28QO inAugust 2004. At1aIJks on CFdidnot substdeto Malth 2004 levels witH JlIl1e 2008.

These increased~ resulted in the'death qfCF, IraqiJorces, andoiVuia.ns.

8. (0) The 2004publication. ofdetalneephotos resulted in a number ofpostillgs on

internet, wclxlitos. 1o..May 2004. one posting calle(! fur\thedisseminaiion.ofpnotograpbs
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depicting Iraqiwomen being raped in U.S.prillPl1S.'~now the timing is better thlIn ever:'

An~er PQ.~ t¢ferenced ''torture and repe" ofMusliIns in~i priSOll$, while calling for

Saudi seeurity ftlrc~ toretraill. t'i:imussisti.ng CF. In June 2004,)levera! Islamist, Jihadill1, and

S$fl$t W'tbsites j:>roVided litlb til an audio mes~"putported1y made bY aI~.Qaeda leader Abu

Mu.saI:i aI-l#!aWi. The messageinclude<! a,tbreat to kill tbeIi-P'rinie MiiUstef ofIraq, Aylid

,AllaWi, lIlIdre.feried to aIl~ degrading~ent suffeltl:! byfImllile~.

9. MPerhaPS themQstgruesilm¢uf1ntemetreacliom.to thephqwpubliolltion was a

video plIstedin May of201>4 sbcIwing1he'~ mlJl'lier.ofU's. contraetorNicholall Berg.

A JDIin belie';i:d to be Zarqawj,spe<:~caIly .made thlllinkl!sebetw;en the abuses at Abu Ghraib

and Berg's niUtder.~"And how lioes a fi:te Muslimsleep comfortably watching Islam

beings1angb~and [its] dignity beina draine4, The sbaln<:ful photoS ate eviJlu.uniIiation fot

Musljm. men an(! women in1hll Abu.Qllr!lib prlspi1.. ..• 'Nco telLyou that the digI!ity ofthe

MuslimS at 'the Abu Obraib prlstinlll w'O$ the~ee IIfblood..andS(jU\s. We will send you

coffinafl.et ClIflin and box after box'sliuigbtered in this way." The June 2004 kidnapping and

murder oW.S. contrlllltorPaut Jqbn$on,.Jr.. lind O1her anti-Western ineidents,in Saudi Arlibia

were possibly Influenced by 'thecoverage ofBetg's kidnapping andmurder,

. 10. (1J) We ClInditions in IriIQhavcjjnprovetisitlcethe ~lanttiOl\$ofBG Ham llDd

Oen Myen, 1conew with theirOVeraII assessment ofthepotential itnpactofteleasing images

P\UPOrtinito show detainee1lbIise. Bxtrerni$tgl'OUpS Will likely use any 1ne/l11S neceSsary to

inciteviOlenee and, IIp@itioaIly. have lIl'ldwilllikely·focus.on perceiv!'d U.S. or Coalition

miStreatment ofIraqi cMUanumld$inees as~.propagandaand recruitingloQl to aid their

cause,~ '00 Ham'll Dee!. ., 7 and GenMym' Dec!. , 8. The next six to eight months are a

tl.me ofpIIl1icul!lt fragility in Iraq. Wi~ ofU.S. combat f'oroes fimn IrilQi oitlCll; villages.. .
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and locali~ elections for the Kw:di,stan Regional Oovemmem. a national refenmdum on the

SeCurity j\greetnem,a natiomlI census, wid natiollll1 electlonsllredpplns points in the near future

that~st grollpsremVig01llteidby .release (}f:the photos may seek to mllni1)ulate through

vlblenee.

11. (U) MNlq will libly ~lll'1cean Increase insecurity lncideiltsparticullttly aimed

at U.s. personnel andfacilities fultowing the ~lease of the photos. Incidents ofsPonliln\l9us

violelite ligainst U.S.F~ ]lOss1blyinel.g~trolJlQUtt8ged Jraql.PGlice oranny

metIlbers. are likely. This could weaken our partnership wllb the limjtS!w:urity PQNeS;d~

~. and lead to lJIOre viol~noe. A1Ulcksa~ wft tIUgetiI Which tepresent vlsiblesymb!1ls

ofUS.~nceor~·an: alw likely. Su¢h.~ iUtaeb will put u.s. Forces, civilians,

and iraqi ptutners at risk ofbeingkilled. iri,iuted.6rJsi~. '11te pbotQswill likely be used lIS
- .,'. . .

a justification lor adversaries CllDIiwrtingretrlbution jl!.taebqain$tthi: U.S. for bringing:shlune

on Iraq.

12. (U) Sunni etbno-!iecteriannationalist and islamist resistance·groups, Salafist-jihadist

extrmUst;gltlUps ~Sbia 1!JMedmilitiagroup~ allo~ '!he U.S. presence and witllibly

attem]lt tp exp~it the~ease in theirJlIOJIllgandaf.lllttJplligns. Antf-U:8. grouPs will likely

attemptWmi~the 1"wtos asevl~ of¢QIltlr!!iing U.S. Utjscollduet and

n~lt1p1iance within~onallaw and the stIlndards ofahumw and ¢IVill~ $Ociery. T\Je..

U,S; will also likely be poJtmyed·1IS the QOntimJingopJm\lJIlO1' ofbaqis, A.mbs and Muslims. In

addition; opponents oh U.S; presence,.soCh1lllUieSlldriil.tS andIran,.mayuse thephorograpbs /is

propaganda Supporting~s for a referendum on the US..,itaq,bUaterall/ClCurity agJ'eelmmt. The.

release oftbepho~hslslikely lo.bIIrden<lXlstfugantl-US opinion In the Council of

Representatlvell(COR), andbll~and ~gi<malin•.·
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Ia. (U) These~measuteswill ]ik~y ineril!aSe populltl' and financial support for

anti~U.s. ~ups and may. b4vea positive-mtluCl:l~ool.'f;!llrultment for some groups. hi

parliClilar. Sl:idrist polltica1 tiguteson4 their a&SOCiated~ups may respor1~. to th\l. release of

phOtos bycPIling (or mass demOlllJ\.ra1iollS~st the 00titim!ing prelleilce ofU.S. Forees in Iraq.

14. (tJ) The StlCUI'itY AgteeJn~t Refetendum is schllduled fo1' thill summer. The release

of-the pIIoti>smayincitethe 1raqj. pubUc t\l)lj~. ~ereferendlUn to be def'l:aU:d. If the

Ie(ClIell!1um.is'~fCllled. U.S. Iforees will be required 101eave~ earlillfthon schlld\rled, further

d~i2;ing 1he region and leaving In!q v:ub:l~]e lO outside influences, .espeCiiuly ftom Inm.

15. (U) MNF-I detalneereleose ond teePncillationitJitiatives lIi$Ybe impacted lIS

adversaricsex:pioit these'linagelllo merease reel'lliting.andmonvl!tll XpembetslOc»nduet atIllcks

api'nst the U.S. Irilqi Colllni\Ulity and po~tieal ]ll!lders will likely seek.to a\i6idany potentlill

liill?llitY associated with tfell; toU.S. detllinee opera.tfoilS. ~neell released froIn: ol!t facllties

.mayptoVi~ a fqcused 1argetfofexttlltniSl~ by chanwtelizing all fQrDW detainl!¢$ as

having an obligirtion to reslOre,thehonor takOll fivm the~l1ic vi_ in the photos. This

cltarllcterizationmay [!ainmomentum among thtlse detainees wIlo are lilfelldy vulnerable due t.o

lllllllIlpioynrent oNiotntnunity hostllit.yby making thetJi believe that thlHaint oltheir detention in
~. '"

I;l U.S. fdtY leaVe! lhem W'ith no options.

16. (U) I .believe.these~es will be~ toiDflaP!eoUU,1lge against the U.S. and be

used by teITori~organiz.ations'tO~tnew tneIt1ll:m. TherelClliSe oithephotos wiIJlikely. " .

incite MllSlh:n il!eii1ists to join tl!.e.lllWlle to Slll#k @~b-qtionto:(' the,\iiShonor they may percei:ve to

bavebeen brought again$t,all Muslims by the .u.S. inJjide ltaq. the pUblicity OVet the images

could incite additional·altaek&·011 u.s. personnel by members offhe Iraq Sellllrity Forces

("gretm-on-blue" ~lt1dl);W:~1lf in'di\ll4ull1ly motivated,or.~by an fl:lrell1I~t
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aftiljation. Q1:oups most l~ely. ~~ fbis l!S lllloppo$lJ1ity to~.andengllgc in llttacks

~USf~ are Sunni foreign.:figbters au,d SIllll'Ii e~istll. C$>ups.moteJikely to use

thisasllitOJi!lJOrtuniiyto draw lIttel1tWn to &aqijllrisd1!itiQrfliitdfu(lTelati'omWp betWeen Iraq and

tire United StatesareSh!ulll.tnlmists.

•17. (lJ) MNF-lwililikery~ence aninllreasem attacks against U.S. Forces aDd bases

as the photl'ls irtcite retaliation by the lmqi pUblic. '1niqi SecuritY Forces,lltld the Government of

lta<i (Ool) mayexpll!riencea,lJimiIJ¥r~reasein attacks as aprotest against theUS.lGol

partnerSbip. LellS violent; butstUl'1»siQg a c:pall~ fOl' tire U.S., may ~'llll inCrei\S¢ in 111e

It\nn'ber ofUnspecified allegationsof~t mis.treatmern in·order. 'to CQwadiet 0ur statements

that tbephotos .donotrepresent ourpoIicies,.ptllCtiees, or v.alu:es. These claims could be

exereibaled by calls fur criminal Pt1,llleCuti~ in Iraqi courts over uS ll\l1'Vicentembers alleged to

baveCllga&edin mistreatment.

IlL (U) The Iraqis, ftmn tbeii liOittt ofview, may ~11argely eoo:1uded from the public

discoursetb~ imIlges JllP.y &eJ1eilltej'n tbtiU;s.ana wotld stage. As Was the CQll tbUowing

Abu Obralj"ll1ilqls may feel thatthe.d!gnil)"ofllll)!' lua.b is ofHttle consequence to the .

Americanll when Cl'impared to $elr owninten:lIIS. The official positions lllld~ points of the

mallS stablholdee may db·Iiftleto·refute tbei:rcertainty•. The.'Jraqis likely will express this

sentiment iQ a verypublic way utiiizingmedia, politiCill, and cul.tm:td mechanisms.

19.. (lJ) During my conversatleJiswith seniorIraqi officialS; l:hey baVe expressed extreme

c:onllel:l1l!Pout~impact of1;be poientlil1 re.ease ofphotos depicting actual orpeweived.abuse of

~s("ab~pboto$~'). A)nopgtl'iclr corioemswere~ release of$'liCh photos wOuld

increaseihe PtllS$Ure to release individlllllsthatU.8. forces are currently holdingas security

detainees. These:individullls CUtJ'Cntly. are being·released in a.safe and orderly fashioll, and
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ac~leratingthe process could disrupt the delic~ 'security balanceiJ1.ltaq. They also stated that

tho~ in viQlentoppositionto thepo~ process would likely use llbuse photos to maxilllize

SllJlPO!t, IDete8llefunding, .ftI:1d stiffen the rIlSistanee. the}'" believe that.releasing s.uCh photos will.. ' "

result b1i111~ ofviolencedirected'atU.S. forees,and facilities. FlIl'lhetmore. the)' (Ire

i:O~ed.#Jat releaSing abuse plro~sWinsev~lyitnpallt teeonlllliation u fmmer opposition

elemetlts meet1I:!I:Istll/lcoto n;ooneiliJlg with a Govemmeilt that has aligned itself with the

~tIythat OOD;!nlitt¢dtbi!~ abuse.
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2~. (U) A senior member ofa prominent Bunni politiQal group and memberQf the

c\)'UIlcilofR~veil.(the COR is the parliament) \Old a senior MNF41eadedbat

ins~'tS.~terro.ristspll¢will exploit the· release ofabUse.photos to steadily increase

IItt;lckii agidnst U,S~ Fon:esand Itaqill worklngwith U.S. Forces. This C.0R member was

consulted fur·,.. S1l1llll~ve. and be wished to emphasize lhat release ofabuse photos

would caUlle distur~ces in~: "With all dile re¢tto~mqfinfotmation in the United

Statea," for lmq'iJ sllke be urged that they notbe .rel<med at this time. "A release would 4i!ltUrb

plans tbt[demoi:\tlltie] progtess fu the country becaUse the I~i peOple would react pootly. In
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li~t I)fupc(ltl1ing national election&, Iraqi politicians would. exploitthe.situationto~ votes,

further stirring thingliup."

2$. (U) A se!1ior Shi'amembefoftb,eeORin lINl;e1ltdiSCll$Sion m!ha senior MNF~1

leader alS(j taised cOIl.Cel1!Stb:litthe releaseof.abuse photos would disiupt Iraq's demOCl'l\tic

proceiJ$, its security en'l'ltonmet1t, andlJ.8.~lraq relaUoJlll He ~tI!lIt!his istheworst

poSIfibie time to release abuSe ph6tos as it is just priOr-to the beginning or the secl>m Iraqi

natiOlllllelectii>D~n. Jb,e..release,he ex4>laitled, wouldouly~e to embarrass the Maliki

government. The release would also cKpOSC the MaIM govenliIient to eriticiSll'tftom political

ojlportcnis Iikl: ~lit!lJlt Slmni natiOnalists or the-Sadrists Who WQuldWlinfuse any tool available

to el:\1bartass the current gov~ent. ~QJ:e, the "o{)pOsilioni:itS" couldtie !he abuse

SCilDdaI 19 !heir~for the U.S./Inlq 8ecurityAgteern,ent.(SA). Hc~d.ed thatthe 111$ of

suppott could impact the ability·of the 001 to defend !he implementation ofprovisions in the SA;

irielUdmg any requeSts fur U.8: rnllitatY SUpport in SecuritY operations in citillS, Villages, and

looalities, andimplementmg lel¢:provisions concerning U~S. troopS accused ofcril:ne{; while

conducting operat'ipns. Moreoyer, he explained that r¢lease oflibuse. PhOtos would otilysetwto

increaseadls for areferetldum on the Security .Ag!'eeImntand v.'!>uld.plliliudioo the Iraqi public

against anyl!greettlenl that Would serveImq and U.S. !ong tllml security interests. Release of
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seem::T .

abusephUtos.,would.:serv~.insurgent or terrorist-interesls\lyprovidlng litem with a pf\'lPllianda

windfaI1 that would help.reenUt andflnd~rt_&om thepf)pI,Ilal;lon since it wouldbc:l'inevltilble

tbat'1Jl8nyln the lnIqi public would fel;la desirl: to udte revenge onmQSe whom Ihey see as. .

occupiers Wbohuiniliakid them. Flnally.-he·stated reIeaseof llbusepbQtoswould, In his OPinion,

directly endanger U.S. ttoops.li.i1d civilians~to support the 001 efforts to nnptOve

SllCUtitylliId seme¢sto t!Jepopulation.as well $.puUrllqi ~ViliiIJis.lit.riSk.

26. (IJ)Rec(lnei!lBt:ion l'imOligthe \Illtiousgrot,ljlS in Iraq ~ one ofthe primeeffoItswilh

wbichwe $9ppOrt 8Ild assistothe Go!. .Recently,a senior official will)intheGovemm;entoflraq

who addresses reconciliationi~s stI,iled that tl:lnf.ng i:low is poOr tor haq. He obserV¢ that

those~ llUppQrt '!he"reconcillalion processmight treat the photo release with eqnanimity, while

those. QPPOSl: thepOlilicll1.~· 'Wliuld 8eIlk to use it as an instnnnent to.~ di$liculties

in JldV1l.litlng the.~ere:latiOllSbip.Futtbl:t. thO$& whaQPPOSethe~ throqgh violent

m~would likely seek to Ulle abilsephotos to *itttir,etheir sup;xrt. _ailditiOllat funding

from regional paymllStei:s, and iJllC"thll ~generated.as a"rec~~.~gelIl1t" tp stiffen the

fIlSl$.tllle. He~ dUs i$a pl'ObleJ\18li,cissue thatneeds ~It!tion, but.now would 1'lotlle a

gOO(i time, ,1IlUl it wouldlIOiassist the reconciliatiQn pr0Oe'SS.
'. '. . .

27.(Uj Pulitilll!l compe!itorure likeiy toexp]Qit abusephotosas a means to gain

leverage orilll:prove negotiating positi~ - this pQlitical tnaneuveringmaybl! foeus!ld onMNF-l

and ourallies-in the Gove)'nmclrt ofltaq.I~.this oo'uldbe a destabilizing event ror the

PrinIe Minister and hiS govet.mttent. M;i>fe;qver, any keY leade~ i!ssOOla1ed -with our detention
. .

progr1llllS,~h as,jUdges or triballesdiltSwh9~ 111 recotlllUi.~on efforts. for released

detainees, may disiMce-themselvesfrmnthe "U.S. Ifpubticly cbll11enged; they could support a

contrarian position /lgainst.the US. Ewn ifconditioD$ do nntrlseto the level ofpen-on·bll1e



aUlicks,U!litscouid expe:rknCll.~ ~lHl ~m their lraqiPllrtner units. resultinJI in a

reduc1iO/l.in the level.ofcom~opC:tationsans1 ttain!ng, This,~'Qfpa:rtl1llt uniteuopet'lition

wotJ1d $<Werel)'i~our ability to cOJitlnu.to operate undertl1e.~ ~ment, which

requires agreetlICl\t and c~lnatiotl with the Gol.

.28. (U) Jtaq today is safer, but it is not witltolllrilik. The near thtufe has several critical

ev.ents that'exttem.isl;;grI?~ may attempuuinfluencefhrolJgbviol~. There are lltiUattaeks

agliinsl eullJition endhaqifo:rce!l, and Jilel!$(fofthe 'Photo!> woUld likely boost the recruiting and

~sing tbat ~bl,C;J those .ks, WhilenotfWetY attaCkllt jsU$ bon.est ~ut hismo~vation

as the ll11l1:detlltS Ot:NieholasBerg,it is my belief, baseQlHl my years ofexpllrience!ihd

judgment, thatre1c!a$l ofthe photos could reasonably be ell:pected to.dl!iltabilb;e the counttyand .

endanger Ainencan, COafitioo.-anci iraqi lives.

(U) I d~lllfe III1derthe~naIlj' ofperj~ underthe laws ofthe United Stines ofAmerica

thattim fmegQing is'u-ue and comlCt-
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