
2004 FLO
R

ID
A

Voter Em
pow

erm
ent C

ard

H
O

W
 D

O
 I R

EG
IS

TER
 TO

 V
O

TE?
•

The deadline for registering to vote is 2
9
 days before

the election. You m
ust register by August 2

, 2
0
0
4
 to

vote in the prim
ary election and by O

ctober 4
, 2

0
0
4
 to

vote in the general election. (Fla. S
tat. §

 9
7
.0

5
5
)

•
You m

ay register to vote by using the m
ail-in registration

form
.  The form

 is available on the Florida D
epartm

ent
of S

tate’s w
ebsite at  http://election.dos.state.fl.us/

regtovote/regform
.shtm

l.  You m
ay also contact your

county supervisor of elections to request a form
.  You

can find the contact inform
ation for your county super-

visor by going to http://election.dos.state.fl.us/county/
index.shtm

l, or you can look it up in the governm
ent

section of your phone book.
•

If you are a first-tim
e voter and are registering by m

ail,
you should include a photocopy of valid photo ID

 that
contains your signature w

ith your voter registration
form

.  This is not required but w
ill help you avoid prob-

lem
s on election day.  (Fla. S

tat. §
 9

7
.0

5
3
5
)

•
If you m

ove w
ithin your county, you should fill out a new

registration form
 to change your address.  H

ow
ever, if

you forget to do this before election day, you can go to
your new

 polling place and fill out a change of address
form

 there.  If you m
ove to another county in Florida,
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•
If a poll w

orker tells you that you are not on the list of
registered voters but you believe that you should be
(because you subm

itted a registration form
 before the

deadline), first ask him
 or her to check the list again.  If

that fails, show
 the poll w

orker your voter registration
card, or som

e other form
 of identification.  B

y law
, you

w
ill be perm

itted to vote on a provisional paper ballot
even if the poll w

orker cannot confirm
 your registration.

(Fla. S
tat. §

 1
0
1
.0

3
1
)  The provisional ballot w

ill N
O

T
count unless it is later determ

ined that you are eligible
to vote and that you voted the provisional ballot in the
correct precinct.  Ask a poll w

orker to determ
ine your

correct precinct before voting a provisional ballot.  If you
are in the w

rong precinct you should leave and go to
your correct precinct.  A provisional ballot cast in the
w

rong precinct w
ill be throw

n out as illegal.  (Fla. S
tat.

§
 1

0
1
.0

4
8
)

•
If you need instructions on how

 to use the voting equip-
m

ent in your precinct, ask a poll w
orker for help.  You have

the right to receive those instructions.  (Fla. S
tat. 101.031)

U
S
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L P
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O

N
E N

U
M

B
ER

S
•

Florida Voter Assistance H
otline Toll Free 1-866-308-6739

•
U

.S
. D

epartm
ent of Justice, C

ivil R
ights D

ivision, Voting
S

ection: 1
-8

0
0
-2

5
3
-3

9
3
1

•
N

ational AC
LU

 Voting R
ights Project: 1

-4
0
4
-5

2
3
-2

7
2
1

•
AC

LU
 of Florida Voting R

ights Project: 1
-3

0
5
-5

7
6
-2

3
3
7

or on election day, 1
-8

8
8
-2

6
2
-4

8
5
4

w
ritten instructions on how

 to determ
ine w

hether or not
your vote is counted.  (Fla. S

tat. § 101.048).

H
O

W
 W

ILL I V
O

TE?
•

D
epending on your county, you w

ill vote on a paper ballot
that w

ill be scanned, or you w
ill vote on a touch screen

voting m
achine. PLEAS

E AS
K
 A PO

LL W
O

R
K
ER

 IF YO
U

H
AVE AN

Y Q
U

ES
TIO

N
S
 AB

O
U

T TH
E VO

TIN
G

 PR
O

C
ED

U
R
E.

•
If you need assistance because you are disabled, unable
to read, or speak a language other than English, an elec-
tion official w

ill ask you to fill out a form
 requesting help.

Then you m
ay be accom

panied into the voting booth
by tw

o election officials or by a person of your choice
(other than your em

ployer or an officer of your union)
w

ho m
ay assist you in voting.  (Fla. S

tat. §
 1

0
1
.0

5
1
).
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•

C
all your county supervisor to double-check your reg-

istration status and polling place at least 3
0
 days

before Election D
ay.

•
B

ring m
ore than one form

 of identification to the polls.
This is not necessary to vote but can be helpful if any-
one challenges your eligibility.  

•
Vote early in the day or take advantage of early voting
sites in your county.  C

heck w
ith your county supervi-

sor of elections. 
•

R
ead all instructions carefully.

•
Take your tim

e in the voting booth.  You have up to five
m

inutes to cast your ballot.  (Fla. S
tat. §

 1
0
1
.5

1
)  

•
If you m

ake a m
istake w

hen m
arking your choices on

a paper ballot, ask for a new
 one.  You can receive up

to tw
o replacem

ent ballots.  (Fla. S
tat. § 101.5608)

you m
ust register in your new

 county in order to vote.
(Fla. S

tat. §
 9

7
.1

0
5
)

•
You m

ay w
ish to check your voter registration status prior

to election day by calling your county supervisor of
elections.

This is not required but w
ill help you avoid

problem
s on election day.

W
H

EN
 D

O
 I V

O
TE?

•
The prim

ary election is August 3
1
, 2

0
0
4
.  The general

election is N
ovem

ber 2
, 2

0
0
4
.

•
The polls are open from

 7:00 a.m
. to 7:00 p.m

. (Fla. S
tat.

§ 100.011)  You have the right to cast a vote if you are in
line at the tim

e the polls close. (Fla. S
tat. § 101.031)

W
H
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O
 I V

O
TE?

•
After your application for voter registration is processed
by your county supervisor, you w

ill receive a registration
identification card that w

ill tell you w
here to vote.  If you

do not receive a registration identification card or lose it
before election day, contact your county supervisor to
request a replacem

ent card (Fla. S
tat. §

 9
7
.0

7
1
)
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•
You should bring at least one form

 of identification w
ith

you to the polls.
•

In general, if you do not bring proper ID
 but are regis-

tered to vote, you can sign an affidavit and then vote nor-
m

ally. (Fla. S
tat. §

 1
0
1
.0

3
1
). 

•
If you are a first tim

e voter w
ho registered by m

ail and did
not provide a copy of proper ID

 to the supervisor of elec-
tions prior to election day, you m

ust bring an ID
 w

ith you
to the polls.  If you do not bring an ID

 on Election D
ay, you

w
ill be able to vote by provisional ballot and w

ill be given

w
w

w
.aclu.org
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Produced by the
Am

erican Civil Liberties Union.
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