
2
0
0
4
 M

A
R

Y
LA

N
D

Vo
te

r E
m

po
w

e
rm

e
nt C

ard
W

H
O

 C
A

N
 V

O
TE

?
•
   You m

ust be registered in order to vote.
•

   You can register if you m
eet all of the follow

ing quali-
fications: (1

) you are a citizen of the U
nited S

tates; (2
)

you are a legal resident of M
aryland; (3

) you w
ill be at

least 1
8

 years old on Election D
ay; (4

) you are not
under a legal guardianship for a m

ental disability; (5
)

you 
have 

not 
been 

convicted 
of 

buying 
or 

selling
votes; (6

) you have not been convicted m
ore than

once of a crim
e of violence.

•
    If you have one prior conviction for a felony or infa-

m
ous crim

e (any crim
e involving deceit, fraud or cor-

ruption), you can register to vote only if you have com
-

pleted all the requirem
ents of your court-im

posed sen-
tence 

(including 
parole, 

probation, 
com

m
unity 

ser-
vice, restitution, and fines). If you have been convict-
ed 

m
ore 

than 
once 

of 
a 

felony 
or 

other 
infam

ous
crim

e, you w
ill have to com

plete all requirem
ents of

each court-im
posed sentence and then com

plete a
three-year w

aiting period w
ithout additional disqualify-

ing convictions.
•

   If you have questions about w
hether you are qualified

to vote because of previous convictions, contact the
O

ffice of the Attorney G
eneral at 4

1
0

-5
7

6
-6

3
2

7
.

•
    If anyone challenges your eligibility to vote even though

you are on the list of registered voters, ask for a provi-
sional ballot. You have the right to cast a provisional bal-
lot 

if 
you 

sign 
a 

form
 
attesting 

to 
your 

identity. 
(M

d.
Election C

ode §
 1

0
-3

1
2
) 

•
    If you need help in the voting booth because of a physi-

cal disability or because you can’t read the ballot, tell a
poll w

orker.  You have a right to have anyone you choose
help you in the voting booth, as long as the person is not
your em

ployer, an agent of your em
ployer, or an officer or

agent of your union. (M
d. Election C

ode §
 1

0
-3

1
0
)
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•
 Vote early in the day to avoid the last m

inute rush.
•
 
B

ring 
som

e 
form

 
of 

identification 
even 

though 
it's 

not
required.

•
 Ask for help if you need it. 

•
 R

ead all instructions carefully.
•
 Take your tim

e in the voting booth. There is no tim
e lim

it.
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5
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place inform
ation. You can find the phone num

ber in the
governm

ent 
pages 

of 
your 

phone 
book 

or 
online 

at
http://w

w
w
.aclu.org/vec.
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•
   N

o.  Federal law
 requires poll w

orkers to ask for it only if
you are a first-tim

e voter w
ho registered by m

ail and did
not subm

it the required identification before Election D
ay,

but you have the right to vote by provisional ballot even if
you don’t have identification w

ith you at the polls.  (H
AVA

§
 3

0
3
(b); M

d. Election C
ode §

 9
-4

0
4
) 

•
   Accepted form

s of identification include a current and
valid photo identification card, a current utility bill, bank
statem

ent, governm
ent check or pay check, and any

other governm
ent docum

ent that show
s your nam

e and
current address.  
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•
   If your w

ork schedule w
ould prevent you from

 voting
w

hile the polls are open, ask your em
ployer for tim

e off
to vote.  You have the right to up to tw

o hours off, w
ith

pay, if you w
ould not otherw

ise be able to vote.  (M
d.

Election C
ode §

 1
0
-3

1
5
)

•
    If a poll w

orker tells you that you can’t vote because you
don’t have proper identification, ask for a provisional
ballot.  You have the right to vote on a provisional ballot
even if you don’t have identification w

ith you at the
polls.  (M

d. Election C
ode §

 9
-4

0
4
)

•
   If a poll w

orker tells you that you are not on the list of
registered voters, first ask him

 or her to check the list
again and to confirm

 that you are at the right polling
place. If that fails, ask for a provisional ballot. You have
the right to cast a provisional ballot even if your nam

e
is not on the voter list. (M

d. Election C
ode §

 9
-4

0
4
)  

H
O

W
 D

O
 I R

E
G

IS
TE

R
 TO

 V
O

TE
?

•
  You m

ust subm
it a voter registration application in order to

register.
•
   You can get an application in person at your local B

oard of
Elections or the S

tate B
oard of Elections. Voter registra-

tion applications are also available throughout M
aryland

at S
tate agencies, such as the D

epartm
ent of H

ealth and
M

ental H
ygiene, the D

epartm
ent of S

ocial S
ervices, the

M
otor Vehicle Adm

inistration, O
ffices on Aging, and all

public 
institutions 

of 
higher 

education. 
You 

can 
also

request a form
 online at http://w

w
w
.aclu.org/vec or by

calling 1
-8

0
0
-2

2
2
-VO

TE.
•
  You should re-register every tim

e your nam
e or address

changes.
•
   The deadline for registering to vote in the N

ovem
ber elec-

tion is Tuesday, O
ctober 1

2
, 2

0
0
4
.

W
H

E
N

 D
O

 I V
O

TE
?

•
   Election D

ay is Tuesday, N
ovem

ber 2
, 2

0
0
4
.

•
   Polling places w

ill be open from
 7

:0
0
 a.m

. to 8
:0

0
 p.m

.
You have the right to vote if you are in line w

hen the polls
close. (M

d. Election C
ode, §

 1
0
-3

0
1
)

•
  You m

ay also be eligible to vote by absentee ballot if you
w

on’t be able to vote at the polls on Election D
ay.  C

ontact
your county elections office as soon as possible for appli-
cation and deadline inform

ation.  Absentee ballot applica-
tions are also available online at http://w

w
w
.aclu.org/vec.

The deadline for applying to vote by absentee ballot in the
N

ovem
ber election is Tuesday, O

ctober 2
6
, 2

0
0
4
, at 4

:3
0

p.m
. (or m

idnight by fax).
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E
 D

O
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O
TE

?
•
   Your polling place w

ill be printed on the voter notification
card that you w

ill receive by m
ail w

hen you register.  You
can also call your county B

oard of Elections for polling

w
w

w
.aclu.org
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