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February 15, 2008

Attn: Judiciary Staffer








Co-Sponsor S. 1711

Dear Senator:

We are part of the Justice Roundtable, a network of advocacy organizations that shares common goals toward rational reform of the U.S. criminal justice system.  Although some of us have already forwarded individual letters to you, we write at this time to provide a collective voice on the critical issue of crack cocaine sentencing reform. We applaud the bipartisan recognition that the mandatory minimum statutes treating one gram of crack cocaine the same as 100 grams of powder cocaine must be corrected.  

The Drug Sentencing Reform and Cocaine Kingpin Trafficking Act of 2007 (S.1711), introduced by Sen. Joseph Biden (D-DE), is the Senate bill that comes closest to rational reform of crack cocaine penalties. This proposal begins the process of increasing the federal law enforcement focus towards higher-level traffickers.  It completely eliminates the current disparity in federal sentencing for crack versus powder cocaine offenses, without a shift in the current powder cocaine penalty.  It also eliminates the mandatory minimum sentence for simple possession of crack cocaine, bringing it in line with simple possession of any other drug.  

We acknowledge Senator Sessions (R-AL) for taking the first step in the Senate towards legislative reform (S.1383), narrowing the gap between crack and powder cocaine to a 20:1 quantity ratio. However this bill decreases the amount of powder cocaine that would trigger a sentence.  We commend Senator Hatch (R-UT) for introducing legislation (S.1685), to reduce the federal crack cocaine disparity without a shift in the current penalty for powder cocaine.  This bill also eliminates the mandatory minimum sentence for simple possession of crack cocaine, bringing it in line with simple possession of any other drug. 

Attention to reform of crack cocaine sentences have been gaining momentum over the past several months from the U.S. Sentencing Commission to the U.S. Supreme Court.  Indeed, President Bush recently commuted the prison sentence of an individual convicted of a crack offense who served 15 of his 19 year sentence.  A change in the mandatory minimum crack statutes, however, can only occur legislatively.  It is long overdue that Congress act to completely eliminate the 100 to 1 disparity, by bringing crack sentencing in line with current powder cocaine sentencing.  We ask that you co-sponsor S. 1711, the Drug Sentencing Reform and Cocaine Kingpin Trafficking Act introduced by Senator Biden, and expeditiously end this “crack” in our system of justice.  

Sincerely, 
Pat Beauchemin
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