DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
" HEADQUARTERS, TASK FORCE 1-41 INFANTRY
CAMP LIBERTY, BAGHDAD, IRAQ
APO AE 08303

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

- ¢IZN-BB-MO 7 21 April 2005

. “SMORANDUM FOR Commander, TF 1-41 IN, APO AE 09303
“UBJECT: AR 15-6 Investigation for vehicle accident between a MTA1 and a civilian vehicle

1. On 20 April 2005, T was appointed as the AR 15-6 Investigating Officer (10) for the
~ircumstances surrounding a traffic accident between a M1AI and a civilian vehicle in vicinity
1 in Baghdad, Iraq on or about 20 APR 05. I have conducted a thorough
investigation of the circumstances surrounding this incident. My observations, conclusions and
~=-cmmendations are provided in the following format: facts, findings, and recommendations.

PO ]

% FACTS. On 20 April 2005 at approximately 2250 hours, a section of M1A1 tanks from 2

~iztoon C/2-70 AR accompanied by a M2 from 1-156"™ conducting a right-seat ride was setting
" 4 blocking position on Route Huskies west of the Phone Card Road overpass

10T establish an outer cordon for a.cordon and search to detain target TJC0101. ! !ocal

Tdational vehicle traveling from west to east on Route Huskies hit the M1A1 (C23). The M1Al
tiszt was hit (C23) was set in the northernmost lane of eastbound RTE Huskies and the M2 was
siting in the southernmost lane of eastbound Huskies. Another M1AI (C24) was east of the
winzking position at the top of the overpass overlooking the immediate area to the east. The
~+zaicles had been set for approximately 1 to 2 minutes and had not yet set out any materials
- r=-ciated with a blocking position or TCP when the accident occurred. Other civilian vehicles,
s-rroximately 20-30, had been using the service road to bypass the blocking position. The
-zhicle in question appeared to begin a transition into the off-ramp when it swerved back into the
iz lane and proceeded to hit the MIAT (C23). The M1A1 in over-watch (C24) did not see the
+. hicte approaching because it wag facing east. As the crew was getting out of the tank to gather
incking materials the Driver _ alerted the rest of the crew of a fast approaching
- _wicle. The next person to see the vehicle was the gunner {@INNP «ho identified it in his
+ shts but did not initially assess the vehicle as being a threat anticipating 1t to slow down as it
-5t closer (the off ramp was approximately 300 meters from the blocking position). Once the
zhicle had passed the off-ramp, it appeared to the crew that the vehicle was increasing speed
-4 the Tank Commander SSG instructed the crew to get down in the tank and brace for
<7 impact suspecting the vehicle to be a VBIED. The vehicle struck the tank’s lefl number one
it with the majority of the impact striking on the driver’s side. Inside the vehicle were 1 adult
-szle. 2 adult females and three children. The driver, the male, was deceased when he was
- racted from, the vehicle by the tank crew and PSD. The crew from the M1AT that was hit
;sizmpted to render first aid to the remaining passengers. PSD/HHC 1-41 and HQ/C/2-70
-zzaonded to the incident with the Company Commander, CPT-directing the evacuaticn
- [ he casualties to a local national hospital located on Pizza Road.
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3. FINDINGS. After discussing the events of 20 April 2005 with SPC (NSNS C23). SGT
SR C23), SSGANR(C23), PFC SN C23), SSG-(C24) and SPC (SN C24) 1
have found that the tank section from 2™ platoon C/2-70 AR was not at fault. The Local
‘zijcnal was primarily at fault in the incident. The tanks had their lights on and had set the
king position to allow Local National drivers ample opportunity to see the tanks and either
ose another route or slow down in time to stop. The soldiers were in the process of retrieving
iz materials required to properly establish their blocking position when the vehicle accident
urred. The Local National driver ignored the dctions of other vehicles (Approximately 20-30)
ch had seen the tanks and taken the service road for the 1-2 minutes prior to the incident. No

evilence of drugs or alcohol was found by the soldiers at the accident site, but that does not
) etely rule out their presence. The standard SOP for the platoon, when setting up a blocking
soztion, is to first establish an overwatch ensuring that the vehicles are properly placed. Then
ae crews begm by putting out cones and warning signs (chem-lights at night), and finally the

‘ecle wire and tire spikes are placed approximately 100 meters from the cones and signs.

La

sicient time did not exist for the emplacement of all these materials. I place no blame on any
he soldiers because there was nothing they could do to prevent the vehicle from striking their
. with the amount of time they had to prepare. It is unknown what the intent of the driver was
'éhﬂ accident was directly due to the high rate of speed of the Vehxcle and its unexplained
sility to see or respond to the presence of the tank.

<. Recommendations: Based on my findings of the events that occurred on 20 April 2005,
which resulted in the death of one Iraqi Civilian and the injury of six others, I have concluded
that no soldier was at fault. The Tank Commander SSGﬁmade the correct and necessary
call in order to prevent any injury fo his soldiers. For future operations, I recommend that the
: 52 for blocking positions be reviewed. Some form of hasty high visibility material that can be
:7ezied in the first 1-2 minutes after setting in position could possibly give drivers in the
irediate vicinity of a recently established biocking position or TCP additional time to
-znize the presence of US forces and react. This will help prevent another incident such as
one from occurring. Additional training should be conducted specifically on the timely
s::ting up blocking positions and TCP’s to reduce the time delay between getting into position

=3 the erecting of cautionary materials.

ILT, CM
Investigating Officer

=rulosures / Attachments:
1. Zraphics for accident description
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS BY INVESTIGATING O_FFICER/BOAED OF OFFICERS

For use of this form, see AR 15-6; the proponent agency is OTJAG.

IF MORE SPACE 1§ REQUIRED IN FILLING QUT ANY PORTION OF THIS FORM, ATTACH ADDITIONAL SHEFTS

/ - SECTION [ - APPOINTMENT

Appoined by LTC—

{Appointing anthoricy)

an 20APROS (desach inclosure 1: Letter of appoiniment or summary of oral appoiniment dasa.) (See para 3-15, AR 15-6.)
(Date)

SECTION Il - SESSIONS

The (investigasion) (board) commenced at _amp Liberty at 2250 HRS
: : {Place) . * {Time)
on 20APROS {If a forinal board mer for more than one session, check here [} Indicate in an inclosure the time each session began and

ernided, the place, persjons present and absent, and explanation of absences, if any.} The following persons (members, respondents, counsel) were
present: (After each name, indicate capaciry, e.g., President, Recorder, Member, Legal Advisor.)

. The following persons (members, respondents, counsel) were absent: (Include brief explanasion of each absence.) (See paras 5-2 end 5-8a, AR [5-6.)

The (im'esrfgdrz'ng afficer) (board) finished gathering/hearing evidence at 1200 HRS on 21APROS
(Time) - (Date)
and completed findings and recommendations at 1400 HR on 21APROS
{Timne} {Date)
SECTION 1l - CHECKLIST FOR PROCEEDINGS
A, COMPLETE IN ALL CASES . YES INOYINA
1 !linclosures (para 3-15, AR 15-6) '
Are the following inclosed and aumbered consecitively with Roman numerals: (Atiached in order [zxred)
a. The leuer of appointment or a summary of oral appointment data?
b. Copy of notice o respondent, if any? (See item 9, below) P
¢. Other correspondence with respondent or counsel, if any? P4
d. All other wrilten communications Le or from the appointing authority? hTe
e. Privacy Act Statemems {Certificare, if statement provided orally)? p¢
S Explanation by the investigating officer or board of any vnusual delays, difficulies, irregularities, or other problems
encountered (e.g., absence of macerial witnesses)? X
g Information as 1o sessions of a formal board not included on page 1 of this repon? =
| 1. Any other significant papers (other than evidence) relating to adminisirative aspects of the investigation or board'? : *
FOOTNOTES- lJ Explain all negative answers on en aicacked sheet.
Y Use of the Nid column consticwes a pesitive represencacion chae'the circumsances described in the guestion did side oceur in ehis invasiparion
0!‘
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Exlibits (para 3-16, AR 15-6)

YES[NOYINA

a. Are all items offered (wiherher or nor received) or considered as evidence individually pumbered or lenered as
- exhibiis and anached 1o this report?

b Is an-indcx of all exhibits offered to or considered by investigating officer or board attached before the first exhibit?

¢. Has the testimony/statement of each witness been recorded verbatim or been reduced (o writien fomi and atlached as
an cxhibit?

d. Are copies, descriptions, or depictions (if substituied for reaf or docuneriary evidence) properly auinenticated and is
the location of the original evidence indicated?

2. Are descriptions or disgrams included of locations visited by the investigating officer or board {para 3-6b, AR 15-6)7

Jfo 1s each wrinen stipulation attached as an exhibit and is each oral stipulation either reduced to writing and made an
exhibit or recorded in a verbatim record?

&. If official notice of any matter was 1aken over the objection of a respondent or counsel, is a statement of the matter
- of which official notice was taken attached as an exhibit (para 3-16d, AR 15-6)?

Was a quorum present when the board voted on findings and recommendatioss {paras 4-1 and 5-2b, AR 15-6)7

X! X x I x I x Ik x

- COMPLETE ONLY FOR FORMAL BOARD PROCEEDINGS (Chapter 5, AR 15-6)

Al the initial session, did the recorder read, or determine thar all participants had read, the lener of appointment (para 5-3b, AR 15-6)7

Was a quorum present at every session of the board (para 5-2b, AR 15-6)7

Was each absence of any member properly excused (para 5-2a, AR 15-6)?

Were members, witnesses, reporter, and interpreter sworn, if required (para 3-1, AR 15-6)7

caf ~t| enf | wipgl w

If any members who voted on findings or recommendations were not present when the board received some evidence,
does the joclosure describe how they familiarized themselves with that evidence (para 5-2d, AR 15-6)?

- COMPLETE ONLY IF RESPONDENT WAS DESIGNATED (Section II, Chapter 5, AR 15-6)

p =]

Nolice 1o respondents (para 5-5, AR 15-6):

a. Is the method and date of delivery to the respondent indicated on each letter of notification?

b. Was the date of delivery at ieast five working days prior 1o the first session of the board?

¢. Does each letter of notification indicaie —

(1)  the date, hour, and place of the first session of the board concerning that respondent?

(2)  the matter 1o be investigated, including specific aliegations against the respondent, if any?

(3)  the respondem’s rights with regard (o counsel?

(4)  the pame and address of each witness expected o be called by the recorder?

(5)  the respondent's righis to be present, present evidence, and call witnesses?

d. Was the respondent provided a copy of all unclassified documents in the case file?

e. If there were relevant classified materials, were the respondent and his counsel given access and an opportunity to examine them?

10

If any respondent was designated afier the proceedings began (or otherwise was absent during pari of the proceedings):

&. Was he properly notified {para 3-5, AR 15-6)?

b. Was record of proceedings and evidence received in his absence made available for examination by him and his counsei (para 5-dc, AR 15-6)7

XIX

11

Counsel {para 5-6, AR 15-6):

a. Was each respondent represented by counsel?

Name and business address of counsel:

(If counsel is a lawyer, check here [ )

b. Was respondent’s counsel present at all open sessjons of the board relating to that respondent?

¢. If military counse} was requesied bui not made available, is a copy (or, if oral, a summary) of the request and the
action taken on it included in the report {para 5-6b, AR 15-6)7

If the respondent challenged the legal advisor or any voling member for lack of impantality (para 5-7, AR 15-6):

a. Was the challenpe properly denied and by the appropriate officer?

b. Did each member successfully challenged cease to pamicipate in the proceedings?

13

Was the respondent given ao opportunily 1o (para 5-8a, AR 15-6):

Be preseat with his counse! at all open sessions of the board which deal with any matter which concerrs that respondent?

. Examine and object 1o the introduction of real and documemary evidence, including writien statemenis?

Object to the lestimony of witnesses and cross-examine wilnesses other than his own?

Call winesses and otherwise introduce evidence?

NERREE

Testify as 2 winess?

J. Make or have his counsel make a final statement or argument (para 5-9, AR [5-6)?

14

If requested, did the recorder -assist the respordent in obtaining evidence in possession of the Government and in
arranging for the presence of wilnesses (para 5-8b, AR 15-6)7

l

tn

Are all of the respendent's requests and objections which were denied indicated in the report of proceedings or in an

inciosure or exhibit o it {para 3-11, AR 15-6)7

FOOTNOTES: Y Explain all negative answers o an aached sheet.

2t Use of che NFA colmnn consclewres o posicive represereacion thae che circumseances described in che quesion did no: accar in chis in vestipation
s or board.
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SECTION IV - FINDINGS {para 3-10, AR 13-6)

The fing officer) (board), having caretully considered the evidence, finds:
See vitnshed memorandom .

SECTION V - RECOMMENDATIONS (para 3-11, AR 15-6}

shave findings, the {investigating officer} (board) recommends:
: Lismoranum

s, 04 Form 157, Mar 83 : 13759 —
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SECTION VI - AUTHENTICATION (para 3-17, AR 15-6)

U GF PROCEEDINGS IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE. (If any voting member or the recorder fails to sign here or in Section VII
ke reason in the space where his signature should appear.)

1L
(Recorder} ) (frevestigating Officer) (President)
T (Member) {Member)
(Member) . ' (Member)

] SECTION VIl - MINORITY BREPORT (para 3-13, AR 15-6)
To the « -ated in Inclosure , the undersigned do(es) not concur in the findings and recommendaticns of the board.

(In the i 1ify by number each finding and/or recommendation in which the dissenting member(s) do(es) not concur. State the
reasoiys i &l rent. Additional/substitute findings and/for recommendations may be included in the inclosure.)

(Member) : {Membe;)

.SECTION VIl - ACTION BY APPOINTING AUTHORITY (para 2-3, AR 15-6)

commendations of the  (investigating officer) (board) are @ {disapproved) (approved with following exceptions/
¢ appointing authority returns the proceedings io the investigating officer or board for further proceedings or
correciir s.oriin, chach that corvespondence (or a summary, if oral) as & numbered inclosure.)

The findin
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, TASK FORCE 1-41 INFANTRY
CAMP LIBERTY, BAGHDAD, IRAQ
APO AE 09303

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

AFZN-BB-MO 21 April 2005

1ZZMORANDUM FOR Commander, TF 1-41 IN, APO A 09303
SUBJECT: Timeline for 15-6 investigation

I. The following is the timeline of events for the 15-6 investigation for the vehicle accident
stween a M1AI and a civilian vehicle on 20 APR 05.

202250APROS- Approximate time of accident”
202251APROS- Appointment as 15-6 investigating officer
210050APRO5- Began gathering/hearing evidence, DA 1594 from TOC
210430APROS5- Gathered/heard evidence from SSG_ SSG (. SPC-
211030APROS- Gathered/heard evidence from PFC (g SPC YRS
211200APROS- Gathered/heard evidence from SGT I E CQ
211200APROS- Finished gathering/hearing evidence ' X

- 211400APROS- Completed findings and recommendations
211800APROS- Submitted findings and recommendations to Appointing Authority

4. P0OC 1s the undersigned.

1LT, C
Investigating Officer
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