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REPSR? OF PH&“EtEﬂI!{GS BY IHUESTIGAHMG OFFICER! BBABD OF GFFICERS
For yse-ubthis foom, s2e AR 156 ‘the srépanant sgency & uidsg,

IF MORE SPACE IS REQUIRED IN FILLING OUT ANY PORTION OF THIS FORM, ATTACH AﬁmesHm
SECTlON{. APPOINTWENT

Compmander, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Divisicn (Mechanized), Foward Gpmﬁng Base Kalsu, APQ AR

Appoinged by
. Lppeating ewthoriy)
g3z
8n } Jue 2006 fttach inctosyre 1: Lattee of appoiniment or sunaary of oral appoisment 4. 8ge pary 395, AR 15-6.)
Doz
SECTION il SESSIONS
The finvestigation} (Poard) commenced st FOB fslcaadanyah frag : w
Plnee) o Time;
on 4 duge 3095 - (F & forvuat bourd met for are th one session, chevk tese (1. Judlicate in an inclosure tha sime each session began and

i, e plnge, persmf present ond absent, and explanation of absgnces, zfmy} Thie followdng persons fmermbers, respondenss, camised) were
presen: (fter ack nante, indicnte capacity, o.g., President, Recovder, Member, Legill Advisor, }

The following pecsoris {mnembers, responderss, sonnsel) were sbeent: {olude brief explamstion of vach absence ) {See paras 53 ond S84, AR 156}

The fnvestigming officer} oard) finished gatheringrhoaring ovidemd'st | . o ‘
{1} Dae)

aod comglered findings and recommendations s . ] .
. (Fime) _ Daie}
SECTION Bl - CHECKUST FOR PROCEEDINGS '

=1 A COMPLEYE IN ALL CASES
o1 [ Incfosures fera 315, AR 1565
T lamwe f‘uifuwmg inclosed andg Jwmberer consecutively with Roman TRmeras: (zir:aclxed in order Hsted}
-a. The letfar of appahament oF 4 suamary of oral sppolatment data?
b Copy of notide to respondent, i any See ftem 9, betorg)
€. Other correspordence with mpmdem or coupsel, i any?
d All giliee wrilten sommusteations 1o or foom e :appomﬁng suthorig?
| € Privacy Act Statements {Cerdifivate. If stotement provided aratiy)?
7. Eupeoation by the | ivestigating officer or board of 3uy viinee) deliys; diffigelries, ifrapularities, ar other problems
encountirad (e-g., absinice of maserial withexzses) !
£ Informoutien 25 10 ségsions.of 2 formal Laard not inchades o pige 1 ol this | repont?
&, Any otherstenfficant puteys foder fhon euidetioe) relazmg wi adnitiistiative aspects of the j mvesuganern or board?
| POGTHOTES: & Explis oll negative urswers on an aigrhied heat. -
¥ ifse of ﬂie N colunu porsitues. o posiiive copr Hon et the cir s destribed in the question did noz ocesr-in:his, Hrvostiperion

DA FORM 1574, &Y#R 83 T EIRYION OF ROV 7713 0B501ETE ' ' ' Poze t ¢ hpages ' P

15154




T Bxihis e 306, AR 1367
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s
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NAY

. Are all i offoved fwhether or kot réceived) or vonsidered 35 eTidones individually apmbered or fettered ax
exhivits ard atlachod o tis report?

6. In an indes of all exhibles offerad 10 or comsidared by Investigating officer or board arachisg before the first exhibic?

e s the wstimenyRtatoment OF 6408 WSt benr roorind verbating or been reduced to written fornt and atfached g8
an grhibir? )

. Are copies, destriptions, o depictions (i subsiaaed Jor real or dacumenary evidence; properly autenticaed and s
tise Rocution of the ariginal evidence tdicated?

€ Are descriptions or dizeranms incleded of lopations visited by the investigating officer of Goard {pard 300, AR 15-6j7

£ 15 each writien stipuiation atrached as 25 exbubit a6d 15 each oral stipelation either reduced 10 writing end Tade an
exbibit or ssverded in 2 verbatin record?

& 1F official notios of eny matter was tnken over (e abjection of 2 responddnt or counsel, 6.4 statetent of the matesr
of whizh official rodce was taken atiached o5 an exbiblt parg 164 AR 15657

X 1% XXX IX] X

T Wasa quorm fresent when the Soard voted on fuslings 463 feromimendations {puras £} end 326, AR 15637

: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FORMAL BOARD PROCEEDINGS (Chaprer 5, AR 13-6) -

Was 4 quorurs THesent &€ every session of te baard (pee 5.9, AR 15617

At the initial seaston, did the tecender reud, or determie thal 21 participants Liad read, the leter of uppointment pare 35, AR 1557

Wag cach alsence of any miember properly ercused ipare $2a, AR IS4)7

Were moesbers, witnesses, reporter, end ftirpreter sworn, if required {parg 3.7, AR PAR S H

eop 2o wl | oy] wal

Hoany tembers who vosed on findings or Fecormmendations were not preseut when the board fteivedd some cvidonge,
dops the jaelosure deszribe low they familisrized emselves with thet evidence {para 524, AR 15.63%

. COMPLETE ONLY IF RESPONDENT WAS DESIGNATED {Section 11 Gmpﬁ_zrlfsl AR 1561

Notlee to respandents (para 5-5. AR 1565

4. Is the rcthodd wnd dare of delivery 1o the respomdent nedicated on cach leter of noriBasion?

b Was the dare of delivery at lzast five working days priovto the first sestion of the bourd?

€, D¥nes wach lemer of notification indicms ~

(1) the date, Tour, and place of the Best session of fhie board conearning that resporden?

{2} the toater-éo be Investigated, inctuding speeific allepatons againg the respovdt, iF any?

(3} the respondent's rights with regard 1o coursel

@) Hi name and address of each witnesy expected 1o be culled by (he recorder?

(9}t xespoadont’s rights to be prosent, prescor evideroe, and call winesses)

4. Was the respondent provided 4 topy of 411 unolessifos dicumenes-in the case. fils?

2. X there were relevans chissified materials, were respondent and bis counsel glven access and a4 oppormeaity 1o exzming thow?

10} 1 any respondent was designated afier the proceedivgs began for oiherwise was absent diiFing part of the proceedinge):
' a. Was he properly notified foers 53, AR 15617 :

B, Was record of proceedings sl eviderce raceived in bis Sheotre nijde available for cxandmtion by hhin #nd fis coumsel (porg S5, ARASG7

11 Covnsel (para 56, AR 15-5)-

#. Way each mspondent represented by counsel”
1 Mame zad business address of counsel:

U comnsel is a lawyer, check here [ )

| B Was respondent’s counsel prosent at a1l spen seasions o7 frs hoard relating (o that respondent?

€ I mifitary counsel was requested BUT net made avaiatle, isweopy {for, i aral, & summaly] of the roQuest el the
action saker an i included in the report (ur S4b, 4R 15-G)¢

12| Trhe respondent challenged e fegel ndvisar or Aty woting member forlack of tmpavtiality (pare 57 4R 15-6):

a. Wag the challenge propry denied apd by the appropriste officer?

Vb, D each mewer successilty challenped cense w partiaipate in the proceedings?

13| Was the respoident given an opportonity 1o {para 5-8%, 45 5.63:

& B present with his counsel ac 2l opes sessions of the bomrd whith deal with any mater whish mncem bt respordunt?

b. Basming sod object 1o the intradurtion of real 5 doeutpentary evidence, nslading whiten statementsT

§6 Object to tie testivony of witnsses and cross-eramits Witosses tfier tean it own?

& Call witnesses end otherwisé Intradute cvidence?

e, Testily a5 5 witiegs?

£ ‘Muke or have kis counse! muke 2 final storement or srgamenl (parg 59, AR 13-617

4] ¥ requested. did e recorder assist tee sespondent in obisining evidence Tn possession of the Government and in
armanging for the presence of wittiesses fpare 5-86, 4K 13-537

15| Are wll of the respordent s requests #nd Sheaons Whidh wers demed nidicatsd frthe Yeport o proceedings o Tn an
inclosure or exhibit o it jpara 5-71, AR 15852 ’

 FOOTNOTES: ¥ Bxplaint aif negative arswars o am aitached shet.

¥ gfa c&{f?r NI column coustituses @ positive répreseniatlanthat fhe drcussicnces desciibed i the Qustiem 7 ot aecur i ff{l"-&fm‘&%fgaffon
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" SECTIOR IV - FIRDINGS (rara 410, AR 15.6)

Please Sse Attached

The firmvesiizating olficer] Board), having carcfilly considered the evidence, finds:

SEB'ﬂ&ﬂV RECOMBEADATIONS inura S-H AR 158

Please See attached

In view of the 2bave ﬁmmgs, the finvestipadng officer] theard). recommends;
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SECYION VI - AUTHETIGATION (para 217, AR 75.6)

- [1HIS REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 15 COMPLETE AND ACCURATE.

belone, indfcois ihe Feason I the space where his Signature should appear.)

{Revorder}

Member)

Membierj

{f any voiing member or ifhe recorder fails to.sign Rere or in Seceion VIT

(M eﬁber}

SECTION V- MINORITY REPORT oord 213, 4R 155

T the extent indicated in Inclosure _ _+ the undersigned d
{hn the inciosure, identify iy number 2ach finding or récommendation in which
reasans for disegreement, Additional/substinge Sindings andfor recan

o{gs) not concur in the Bndings snd rbéohunﬁndaihns af the board,

the disseiting miember{s] dofes) not conenr, State the

mendations may be inchuied in the inclosare. y;

Blembar)

Member)

SECTION VIl - ACYION BY APPOINTING AUTHORITY {ara -3, AR 15-6)

The findings aud recommendations of the i
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I approve the Findings and Recommendations AMES D. THURMAN
and reman-d to the Brigade CommaEnder for - Major General, USA
further action as he deems appropriate. Commanding
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
2™ Brigade Combat Téam
4% Infantry Division (Mechanized)
FOB Kalsu, frag
APO AE 09312

AFYB-AR-DCO | 4 Tune 2006

MEMORANDUM FOR: Commander, 2 BCT, 4% ID (M)

SUBJECT: AR 13-6 Investigation concerning deaths of three Local Nationals during
Operation Vigilant Protector, | Tune 2006

T On 1 June 2008, I was appointed as the AR 15-6 Investigating Officet (I0) 1o
investigate the'deaths of two Local National (LN} mates and wounding of & third LN
female which occurred during Operation Vigilant Protector. 1 have condgoted a thorough
investigation of the circumstances surrounding this incident. My observations,
conclusions, ant recommendations are provided in the following format: facts, findings,
and reconunendations.

2. Facts: -
‘2. Operation Vigilant Protector (originally called Operation Dirty South by
1-67 AR} vecurred the early moming of | June 2006, at approximately (148 homs. The
operation was a joint mission between TM D/1-67 Armor and the Musayyib Iragi Police,
although the IP played no part id any action which resulted in the death or womnding of a
LN. The operation was a-cordon and search at_ a residential complex SUKSCTLEN0)
sonsisting of- approxxmately 7 dwellings. The mission was to raid the OBJ Houston @il )
’ 10 geize  in orderto prevent SULTLYY
E}.piasw ély Formed Penetrator (EFP) attacks in zone (Se¢ Exhibits A, G, P, snd Q). 1-67
Ar had a total of five Draft Information Intelligerice Reports (DIIR), and four SPFOT
reports from three different sources alleging that ENENENGNENENN 25 2 member of an
EFP Improvised Explosive Device (IED) Cell, and had emplaced EFPs agairist Coalition
Forces. (Exhibits N and Q) The spiper squad’s-mission was to-establish an outer cordon
to “prevent exfil of HV'Ts from OBJ Husion.” (Exhibit C and P) The sniper squad acted
in.a manner consistent with accomplishing their assigned mission by atternpting to stop
2-3 hragi males-observed running from OBJ Houston. Note: it remains unclear as to how
many Iraql males fled the objective. Two Irati males were observed in one éngagement
(engagement 1) and one Iragi male was observed in Engagement 4. It is possible that the
Iraqi male observed in engagement 4 was the same Jragi male who went to ground during
engagement 1. '

b. TM D/1-67 AR received the mission to execute Operation Vigilant
Protector on or about 5 May 2006. (Exhibits A and C) The mission was to be executed in
conjunction with a USBOF operation against another suspected member of the BFP Cell.

- 2 Pag ALL ITEMS ARE
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The mission was delayed until on or about 30 May 2006, when the TM D/1-67 AR was
told to prepare to-execute Operation Vi gilant Protector. The evening of 30 May, the
mission was delayed again unti! | June 2006. During the entire period of time, Tm D/1-
67 AR conducted two company level rehiearsals, with minor changes made each time.
{Exhibit C) The changes consisted of minor adjustments to location af units, and some
timing issues, however the task and puepose of the snipers remained the same the entire
time,

c. The trigger to-execute the operation was the presence of a black, early
1990°s BMW sedan, which was believed to'be WM 2. On or about
312100 May 2006, 1-67 AR, using Close Air Support {CAS) Air Craft spotted whiat the
pilot eported could have been the black BMW sedan believed to belong to NG

W Exhibits B, C, N, and Q) '

d. The three ndividuals from the sniper squad who fired their weapons are
school trained snipers and are experienced Soldiers. )

SSG R former US Army Siper School Instructor, C Co/2/26%
INF, Fort Benning Ga, He taught at the school for 6 years. This is his secorid tour as part
of OIF.

SGTWMR US Army School trained sniper, received training at MTT
conducted at Fort Hood September 20005, SGT WM fas one tour in Afghanistan as
part of OEF and #hiis current tour in Tragi,

SGTWMMRUSMC trained Sniper. He served two years as a sniper in the
USMC. He served one year in the Philippines as patt of OEF, and this current tour in
Iragi,

¢. In the early morming hours of 1 June 2006, T D initiated their operation,
The sequence.of events is as follows: :
& 311400 May. Tm D conducts their final Rehearsals. |

* O/A 312030 May. SCT/HHCY1-67 inserts Sniper Squad, and Seout Flatoon
goes into a hide position, (Exhibit H) '

. 010015 June. Sniper Squad (Viper) reports that they are in their
Objective Rafly Point (ORP) and request Tt D to move the Operation time earlier due to
dogs barking in the area. ‘ '

s 010139 June, SCTPLT reports the duter cordon is set. Tm D tums off of
RTE Cieveland and the Sniper teams depart from the ORP to their sniper Observation
Posts.

Note: Exact times are not available due to the nature and pace of the operation. The time
for the following activities took place approximately between 0139 to 0400.01 June 2606.

#  Sniper Team 2 (SGT\ugand SPCUEE 2 rrives into position.
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. Engagement 1. Two Iraqi males running from Building 6 resultin g it one
iraqi male WIA and one Iragi male escaping,

Sniper Team 3 begins to cross & large dry canal, as Sniper Squad Leader, S8G
SN o!iobs out of the canal. SSG QISR can sec what he believes is the
target house and a large group of people on the roof. SSGUNN se-: two mien
jump off of the top of a roof of 2 building on UBJ Houston and start running between his
team (TM 3) and TM 2. (Exhibits H, 1, I, and X SSG RS s o wagning shot
with tracer round from his M4 with ACOG and PVS-14 mounted in tandem. (Exhibits H,
I,J,20d K} One runner dives to the ground; the second tunner continues to run. SPC
@R Suiper Team 2, sees a male running between his team and Team 3, but doés sot
‘shoot because Team 3 was behind the male running, {Exhibit X) SSGOENG_i:-s
a second shot into the waist level of the male stil] running and sees the male fall down
{Engagement ). (Exhibits H, L, J, and K) Note: the sniper team use the terms “shooting
to wound” and “shooting to disable” as synonymous terms meaning the same thing,
Team 3 looses sight of the first male who went 6 ground, as does Team 2.

. Engagement 2. One Iraqgi male running climbing fence vicinity Sniper
Team 1 resulting in one Yragi inale KIA,

Sniper Team 1 Team Leader, SGTENEN crosses the dry canal and s intoa
barbed wire fence. Unable to move forward, lie pushes to the cast and moves to within
15 meters of Team 3. SGTURER and telis his suiper, PEC QNN to move forward
of the canal and take up a firing position. PFC G starts to move but is unable to
move forward. PFC QR saw a male running between Sniper Teams 2 and 3
{Engagement 1). PECUNR balts on the near side of the canal embankment and
starts scanning. SGTONEsess an Iraqi male climbing over a chain link fepce vicinity
of where he had direeted PFC QNN to move. The man is approximately 15-20
meters from SGTENNE SCTQEEMRkos the deeision to use deadly force because he
feared that the man would quickly stumble onto PFOUENEN SCTUMEfires ons
shot from his M14 with Leopold Scope and PVS-14 comibination, hitting the Iraqi mals
in the chest as he was coming down the fence. {Exhibits H, L, J, and K) The Iraqi male
falls 1 the ground and is motionless. After SGT Wy fires his shot at the Iragi male
climbing the fence, SGT IR Suiper Team 2, observe a different Iragi male sitting by
2 free wearing what appears to be a white Dishdasha. SGTUNEEEb:licves this is the
person SSG NN shot. SGTEMER does not shoot beeause the Iragi male does
not appear to be a threat to the sniper teams. (Exhibit L)

. Assault Ferce Arrives on OBI Houston. _

2/4/1-67 AR, led by L TGN pulls up onte OBJ Houston. LT dces not

hear any report of Iraqis moving off the objective nor anything about an RPG. Wher his
vehicle halts, he dismounts and joins his dismounted infantry squads. They begin

clearing the houses. One Squad clears Building 7 then building 6. The other squad clears
buildings 1and 3 simultaneousty, then clears buildings 2, 4, and 5. CPT(ears
several initial reports of the snipérs engaging runners, and remains focused on the actions
on OBJ Houston. (Exhibits C and F)
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. Engagement 3. Suspected RPG Gunner on roof of building resulting in 1
Tragi femile KIA,
Sniper Team 1 Team Leader, SGTWIR, kaows the M2s have pulled up to the target
house be virtue of sceing the M2 headlights showing through the cracks, hearing the
- ramps come down, and hiearing the US Soldiers. SGTUMER hears the first flashhang
grenade going off as the Soldiers enter the first house. SGTWMMBMBwas aware that
flashbang would be used. SGT WK then hears what he believes is a radio report about
‘a1t RPG on the Scout Platoon net, {Exhibits H, I, and K)) SGT W Ocgins scanning the
roof tops of the buildings. He seces three Iragis standing there motionless. He can see
these three Iragis from their waistup. e asks SSC NN | ic has permission to
fire if he sees a target. SSG&@&@&-&M he can fire if he has a legitimate
target, and that there are no US Soldiers (IR Chenilights marked the Saldiers) or civilians
near the target. (Exhibits J and K} 5GT ees a head and chest appear on the
roofiop of building 5, sepatate from the other three observed Iragis. He sees the pevson
fift an object up to their shoulder and turn in the direction of an M2. The person’s
movements looked “like an AT-4 being prepared to fire, and die person rofated the object
up onto their shoulder” oriented towatds the most eastern M2. SGTONR suspects this
person is trying to fire an RPG at the eastetss most M2, {(Exhibits H, J, and K) SGT
S icss one shot with his M14 and sees the person drop.

* Engagement4. One fragi male-obssived low-crawling between Sniper

Team 2 and Sniper Team 3, resulting in { Iraqi male escaping,
~ Suiper Team 2 Teamn Leader, SGT MMM hcard the two shots from engagements 2
and 3, and observes an Iragi male low-crawling between his team {Team 2} and Team 3
{SSC U - PFCUNENN. SGT WMt cs 2 warning shoi towards the
Iragi male. The male got up and began running to the southeast of OBY Houston. SGT
ires a second shot to disable, but misses, (Exhibits H and X)

] Consolidation/mission sompletion. | _

On OB Houston, CPTEIN 2nd his clearing platoon led by LT lbave cleared
the-objective. They have identified a fomale KTA on the roof of building from
engagement 3. The Assault Force finds twe AK-47 assault rifles and one magazine of
ammunition. The infantey platoon kelps Shiper Team 2 search for the Irag! male who
escaped. Infantry platoon, supported by tank platoon, separate the women and children
from the males. Iragi source is broyght forward, who identifies two males suspected of
working with USSR Thc two Tragi males are detained, the rest of the Iragis
are sent back to their homes, The Aid and Litter team recovers the wounded lragi thale
shot from engagement 1, who is taken to the CASH via Air MEDEVAC. TM D,
extiltrates from OBJ Houston and réturns to FOR Iskandariya.

3. Findings:

a. The leaders of 1-67 Ar, particularly the D Company Commander, the
Sniper Squad Leader, SSG WM 2nd the two Sniper Tearn Leaders, SGT QN
and ST icmonstrated detailed planning, preparation, and execution of the
cordon and search operation. The commander conducted multiple rehearsals including 2

R
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company-level rehearsals covering not only the mission exccution sequences, but also tie
ROE. The company level rehearsals included the platoon leaders, SSG @

SCTUNNEE and SGTUMEEER The sniper squad also conducted miltiple rehearsals and
tatk-throughs concerning the mission and ROE. I found a high level of consistency wher -
nterviewing all of the members of the sniper squad in terms of their knowledge of the
ROE, and their understanding of how the ROE should be applied for this particular
nussion. Orly cne Soldier that I interviewed, out of six Soldiers from the sniper squad,
did not have the same level of understanding for applying the ROE to this spegific
misston. The one Soldier who had a differenet understanding was SPC SR who
believed he should shoot to kill first. The three Soldiers who fired their weapons, all
understood the intent of the ROE and did their best to implement the ROE without
Jjeopardizing their snipers or the Soldiers on OBJ Houston. The three sniper squad NCOs
exercised a logical thought process to dealing with each firing engagement, and were
aware of the ROE implications. The NCOs acted in a manner consistent with the
accomplishrpent their mission of preventing suspects from escaping the objective, while
trying to apply the escalation of force measures.

: b. The operation was a legitimate operation to detain a suspected [ED Cel
leader and IED Maker; ] his associated at the target Jocation.
{exhibits N and Q) MND-B units have the authority to conduct Cordon and Searches if
they have a reasonable belief that the farget contains enemy forces, individuals assisting
enemty forees, weapons, ammunition, important information, orany materials, equipment
or contraband that may be used by enemy forces during hostilities {Appendix 3 to MND-
B OPORD 05-07, para 3. £). The intefligence, five DIIRs and four SPOT reports
identifying NN =5 an TED maker, was sufficient to provide the battalion
commander and corapany commander a reasonable belief that suspected terrorist and his
agsoclates were at the location. (Exhibit N and Q)

¢. Engagement 1, use of a warning shot and dissbling shot by S3G
G stop twvo individuals from Heeing the target house during limited
visibility,. MND-B Information Paper Dated 14 March 2006; Subject: Limitations on use

of force to stop a fleeing individual from a detaining MND-B unit. Scenario #3, appliecs # &9

to this situation. The unit, specifically the Commander, 1-67 Ar and the D Co .
Conmmander determined hostile intent of the military-aged males based on all available
facts and evidence derived from the intelligence reports. (Exhibits A and C) The
situation for going to the target house was the belief that the High Value Target, (HENER
SN ith possibly 5-6 other armed individuals working with the

were at the residence as determined by their trigger criteria of a black BMW Sedan being
seen at the residential complex. (Exhibits B, C, and N) The leaders of 1-67 AR believed
that NN - d possibly the other members of his IED cell, had hostile intent
ta do harm to Coalition Forces based on reports of him having committed multiple [ED
attacks against Coalition Forces, and that @ M 1. the other members of his
cell posed a threat of harming coalition forces was imminent. Note, “Imminent does not
necessarily mean iinmediate or instantaneous” (CICS 3121.01B, Encl. A, para, 3.g). Itis
reasonable for the Commander, 1-67 Ar and his subordinate leaders conditcting this
operation (0 assume that military-age males fleeing the target house prior to any coalition
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force gunfire pose an imminent threat to the Coalition Forces. Since it is reasonable for > g A
the leaders to belicve the flecing individuals posed an imminent threat, they should use e
escalation of force measures, to include waming shots, and if necessary, deadly force to

prevent the individuals from fleeing the target house complex (Appendix 3 to MND-B

OPORD 05-07, para 3. g.1.). S8G SN - tod appropriately and within the intent

of the ROE and MND-B Command Guidance by firing a waming shot first, then

escalating to a disabling shot, SSCg i not use a warning shout, the first e

step of Escalation of Force. SSG NN (oo operate in small two-man teams
which rely on concealment to protect them from the enemy threat. If the teams had

shouted, they wonld have unnecessarily sacrificed this force protection measure by giving
away their position. The fact that Sniper Tean | was only approximately 15 meters away
does not lessen the need for the snipers to maintain concealment as a force profection
measure.

d. Engagement 2, use of deadl y force to proteet another Soldier agamnst a
suspected assailant. SGTUgcted appropriately firing & killing shot at an assailant -
20 meters away without first using escalation of force measures. SGTUMENR perceived
the Tragi male juraping over the fonce as a threat to his Soldier, PFCUNNEEE 1he fragi
- male as approximately 20 meters from SG TSN when SGT st became aware

of the Iragi. SGTUNNGbelieved the Iragi male was going to stumble onto PRC:

G once he completed crossing the fence. SGTEN ad enough time to
announce to PFC N that 2 “runner” was Jumping over the fence before he shot.
(Exhibit K). PFCUNEMEE bad not yet told SG QN that he, PEC SO o ot
moved 0 where SGTN had directed him to move and it was too dark for SGT
W o scc PFC U vithout looking through his PVS-14 mounted 1o hig Leopold
Scope on his M14. (Exhibit K) SGTUNEN had every reason to believe that PEC
S |24 moved or was moving to the same location where the Iragi male was
jumping the fence. It is also reasonable to believe that harm would have come to PRC
SN i the Iragi male had stumbled onto PFC WY Thercfore, SGT Ny
use of deadly foree to pratect PFC SN 25 appropriaie. :

¢. Bogagement 3, use of deadly force to prevent a sespected RPG gunner
from firing on an M2. SGTUEN acted appropriately in firing a killing shot to prevent
what he believed was an Iragi preparing te fire an RPG round at 1 parked M2, Prier to
the opetation, SSGNNNY i< fcd his tcam that it was possible that there would be
RPGs on the Objective. This was based on intelligence that SSG (NN A sccn
stating that one of the possible suspects had shot RPGs before at Americans, (Exhibit N)
OBJ Houston was backlit by the hights from the M2s parked on the far side of the
buildings. The snipers were able to see personnel on the roofs, bat they were not able to
distinguish who the persons were. {Exhibit H) The snipers had to use their observation of
the movements of the persons on the roof to deduce the actions the Itagis were faking.
All but one observed Iragi remained generally in one plage and made no moves which the
smipets felt indicated a threat the assault force, After firing at the Iraqi male jumping
over the fence, SGT MMM claims he heard someong over the Scout Platoon radio net
talk about an RPG. No one else heard any mention of an RPG over the radio, on either
the Scout net or the company net. It is possible that SGT Oy have ot heard

TR
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correctly a vadio transmission, and mis-interpreted it as someone tatking about an RPG.
After hearing what SGT Qg betieved was report of an RPG, SGTEIRC carly saw
someone going through the motions similar to how he had been trained to emplace an
AT-4 into firing mode and then turm towards the M2s. {Exhibitd) Akhough the
procedures for getting an RPG into firing mode differ from an AT-4, it is reasonable to
believe that he mentally associated the actions as a hostile theeat to'a M2, and took action
to stop the threat. SGTUER during my interview, claimed that the person he believed
to be holding an RPG acted significantly different than the other persons standing up on
the roof. He stated that e could clearly see the other peaple from the waist up, but that
this person appeared to be tower, crouching, and popped up. SGTUER did not act
rashly since he maintained the presence of mind to clear his ability to fire with S8G
(Exhibits J and X) It is extremely tragic that thie person that SGT (N
belicved to be handling an RPG turned out to be a female holding a child on her shoulder.
However, given that there had already been two sheoting engagernénts, hie believed that
he had beard a report of an RPG, and that the assault was begiming, SGT NN
reasonably believed he saw a hostile act taking place and acted praperly to prevent it.

f. Engagement 4, use of a warning shot and atternpted disabling shot to o ,,‘9 :
prevent an Iragi miale from escaping the cordon. SG’I-astf:& appropriately in ‘M'QY‘

using the same escalation of force measures that $S employed in

engagernent 1 to prevent a suspect from escaping the cordon. Since the suspect was

successful in escaping, 1t 1s not possible to determine the status of the person.

4. Recommendations: ' _ :
a. That S5C . SCT M. 2 ST be cxonerated of
any suspicion of improper actions taken in conjunction with Operation Vigilaut Protector
on I Jane 2006,

_ b. The ROE needs to be clarified as it pertains to preventing suspects from

flecing a target location during a cordon and search operation. Many of the leaders that | s
interviewed remtain concerned as to their authority to use force to detain suspects fleeing  fow 'L‘ﬂf Y 3.5
from a cordon as explained in Appendix 3 to MND-B OPORD 05-07, 3. 1. Common  ~ gyeec ™ e
sense dictates that on a legitimate military operation to kill or captute nsurgents, deadly  wAiw®™ :_\_;}{f
force may be used to detain suspects fleeing a cordoned area. However, Appendix 3 is yonn v

uot ciear, particularly in paragraph 3. f. CORDON AND SEARCH. 1 recommend the

subparagraph be rewritten to clarify the authority commanders have to detain Suspects

fleeing a Cordon and Search Operation. 1 also recommend that the delineation of when a

suspected insurgent looses his combatant status be clearty defined for the units

conducting counter-insurgency operations. Often insurgents will not carry weapons on

them, and yet they are still conducting insurgent activity; planning operaiions, storing -

caches, arranging to purchase explosives, weapons, or munitions which constitute an ot hare s
imminent threat to Coalition Forces. If under contact with Coalition Forces, and the — gurrenin, €
insurgent throws his weapon down and starts running away from the Coalition Ferces, Cotn TF thuanes
has be given up bis combatant status? These are the dilernmas that the commanders are & wpn © 72a
trying to explain to their Soldiers and they have no clear answer.
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¢. Sustain the detailed planning and rehearsats prior 1o execution of a cordon
snd search operation. T™ D/1-67 Ar conducted very detailed planning and rehearsals
prior to execution of the operation. Their actions prior to and during the operation are
commendable, '

Deputy Brigade Commander
Exhibits;
A-LTC, , Battalion Commander Sworn Statement

B~ CPT AB3 Sworn Statement

C-CPTEMR D Co Commander Sworn Staterment

D ILTONIN Tank Platoon Leader Swom Statement

E - 2LT WM, Tank Platoon Leader Sworn Statement

F—2LT G Infantry Platoon Leader Swom Statement

G- ILT QM. Scout Platoon Leader Sworn Statement

H-88 3 J. Sniper Squad Leader (Sniper TM 3) Sworn Statement

I PEC W, Sniper, Team 3 Sworn Statement

J - SGTYNMR Sniper Team | Leader Swomn Statement

K~ PFCYNSE, Sniper, Team | Sworn Statement

L~ SGT S Sniper Team 2 Leader Sworn Statement

M - SPC g Sniper, Team 2 Sworn Statement

N - Intelligence Summaries Classification / Secret/

O — Information Paper on limitations on use of force by CPT O AFYB-JA/242-
4570

P - Storyboard: 610200 Jure06, 1-67 AR, OPERATION VIGILANT PROTECTOR

Q- 2LT Gras, BICC, acting Battalion 82, Sworn Statement :

R-TM D/1-67 AR OPORD

S-Storyboard: 010148TUNOS, D 1-67 AR, OPERATION VIGILANT PROTECTOR

T-Five W Report '

NGTER
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
20 BRIGADE COMBAT TEAM,
£TH INFANTRY DIVISION (MECHANIZED)
FOB KALSES, IRAQ
APU AE (0312-0501

AFYB-AR-CDR , , 1.June 2006

MEMORANDUM FOR LTC NN, +cadquarters, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry
Bivision (M), FOB Kalsu, rag

SUBJECT: Appointment as Investigating Officer

- 1. You are hereby appointed a5 an investigating officer pursuant to AR 15-8, to condyct gn informal
investigation pursuant fo AR 15+ to investigate the circumstances surrcunding the desths of two local
national males and one focal national female that occurred during Cperation Vigitant Protector, which was.
conducted on 1 June 2008,

2. All withess stetemants will be swomn and recorded on a DA Form 2823 ¥ possibie, and you will oblain
Privacy Act Stalements from.all witnesses who complete a written statement, If, in the course of your
investigation, you come fo suspect that an individual may be-criminally responsible, you will adviss that
individual of their rights under Article 31, UCKMJ, or the Fifth Amendment as appropriste. Use the DA Fomm,
3881 to advige soldiers of their rights.

3. Layal advice and assistance must be obtained from MAJ S - 05 Kalsu before youtake.
any action on this matter. Consalt with vou legal advisor located at the 2BCT Legal Office, prior to your
investigation. You will farniffarize yourself with the provisions of AR 15-6 and the Guitle for Formal
investigations, :

4. Your report, together with ell svidence marked as exhibits, will be submitted to me oh 2 DA Form 1674
within 72 heurs: Suburit any requests for delay to me either orally or in writing. You wilf obtain a written
legal review prior to subriting the completed investigation. _

ALL ITENS ARE
REDACTED uupER
IRE
M ER¥IseE
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SWORN STATEMENT
For use of this form, sea AR 180-45; the propenent agency is ODCSOPS

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT

AUTHORITY: - Title 1) USC Section 301; Tiie § USE Section 2951 B.O. 9357 dated November 22,1943 (88N

PRINGIPAL To provids commanders ant faw enforcement officials with means by which information may be accursiely identified.
F ROUTINE USES: Your soolal secuiity number is used as an addiionaliaiemate maans of Wentficaton o faditate fing and retrievat.
DISCLOSURE: e Diaciosure Of yodr socizl securlty nimber is voluntary. _

. LOCATION , 2. DATE (YYVYMMDD) |3 TIME 4. FILE NUMBER
FOB Iskandaryiah, lraq 2006/06/03 2033

5. LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, MIDDLE NAME € 88N 17, GRADEISTATUS
; ] O-5/AD

8. ORGAMIZATION OR ADDRESS ' '

H( st Basialion, 67th Armor, Ind BOT D, FOB Iskandaryiah,

P

+ S . WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH:

Ag'pait of Operation Iragi Fist. 1-67 AR planned an'operation fo kill or capture a known EFP target named — We had
smielligence data thet included the possibility of 6 to § military age males in a house complex fhat could hold a large number of
people and the possibility that thess members would fight. Due to the value of the target, his association with BFF auacks that had
resylted in CF KIA and his apparent willingness to use lethial force himself, we decided that the slement would go it 2s a cordon and
 search rather than sordon and knock and initial entry would be hard rather fim soft until the detmesnor of those 1 the wrget
structures could be Getermined. T ordered during the planning process that, to sireamline C2 in the objective azes {0 atiach scouts and |
siipers o D Company with the task t@ bloek the southern side of the abjective with fhie purpose of containing ali personne] in the
chiective arza and to prevent tunners from getting outside the cordon ard-escaping into-the palm groves south of the objective. |
expecied the snipers © over watch the objective and take NECessary achions to protect our foreas &g they conducted the enwy and
search of the strectures on the objective, Within the task of Block, I expected the snipers and scouts to go through-a series of
sscalgtion of foree measures, as appropriate to.the situation and within the Rules of Esgagement. | did notexpect them i do
anything that would have put themselves or their fellow Soldiers at risk; although I understoad how difficudt those decisions would be
in the low illumination ipside a pabm grove with the normal friction sssaciated with complex operations. If possible | wanted the
scouis and saipers to vse nop-kinetic means to.get personnel to succunib on the objective, failing that to fite a watitinng shot, or shots,

the escape of a kaown terrorist who had killed American soldiers, [ believed lethal force could be used based upon the firtare threat
io American forces that a yunner presented who, we believed based on the intelligence, may have had aceess to EFP weapons,
{echuelogy, techniques, and expertse,

1O Questions: What did the company commander back brief you on? Were the other unit leaders {PLs and Sniper Team LDR
present? Did the Co CDR's brisf include his understanding of the ROR and use of foree procedures? Did you agree with his
undersianding? Based on the briefbacks, and previous mission experience of the vnits, do you feel they vaderstood the ROE?

When the schedule of events for Iraqi Fist was published by Brigade we had an additional week to prepare for the operation. CPT
W h:d back briefed me on two occasions, after the first back brief, | was more concerned with CPT Folan for the task of
getting the infaniry into fhe structares at multiple entry points than 1 was about the ROE for the snipers. 1 was comfortable with the
Scout Platoon Leadec's and the senior suiper's understanding of the ROE to have the Company Commander spevifically back brief
the ROE, but be did back brief sk and purpose of those elements including, I believe, use of warning shots as part of the BOF.
Additionally my main concern was the issues of the snipers firing in the diroction of fendly forces and of positive tarset

 ideatification with troops possibly in contact. On the second back brief, which was more informal that the gst, CPY _&cussd
Jon the eniry and clearance of the structures. | believe that the units involved had the necessary undersfanding of the ROE.

E®S ARE
) UNDER
(Y
GIHERWISE

e

and if the persornel did not stop and could ot be phiysically stopped or apprebended, to shoot to disable, if possible. But to prevent ?\\mﬂ 8
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STATEMENT OF - TAKENAT _ 24575 pavEn > e o6

9. STATEMENT (Continusd) yd

///
"
e ALL TTEMS ARE \\\
REDACTED URDER ~
e 550552¢8) (5 ™
YNLESS OTHERWISE .
e HOTED .
AEFIDAVIY

L , - .., HAVE READ OR HAYE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT
WHICH BEGING ON PAGE 1, AND ENDS ONPASE____ . { FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENYIRE STATEMENT MADE

] P OF EACH PAGE

BY ME. THE STATEMENT ISTRUE. | HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AN
CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. § HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITH
THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WiTHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUEN

FSignatife of Parson Making Statomend
WITRESEES: Subseribed and swom to-balore me, & person autkorized by law o
administer oaths, this _ dayof ‘
at :
ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS {Slgnatisre of Parson Adrinistering Oath)
{Typed Name of Person Administering Oatn)
ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS

{Actharily To Admimister Oaths)

INITIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT
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SWORN STATEMENT

For use of this farm, see AR 790-45; the proponent agency is PMG.
" PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT

AUTHORITY: - Tide 10 USC Section 301; Tite 5 USC Seafion 2851 £.0. 8397 dated Novembar 22, 1043 {SSH).

PRINCIPAL T provide commanders and law enfircement officials with means by which informmation may be acourately idendfied,
ROUTINE USES: Your social security number is used as an addifional/altemate means of identification to faciligie ffing and retrisval
BISCLOSURE: isciosure of your social security numiber is voiuntary, _

1, LOCATION o ' 12 DATE (YYYYMMDD] |13 TIME 4, FILE NUMBER

FOB Iskandarivah, Babil Provinee, Iraq 2606/02/06 2100 .
5. LAST NAME, FIRST NAME. MDOLE NAME ' 6 SSN , 7. GRADEISTATUS

O-3/CPT

£, DRGANIZATION OR ADDRESS
HHC/I-6TAR, 2BCT, 41D(M)

- WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH:

While serving as the battation S2 for 1-67 AR I was myolved in the mission prep and execution in regards to Operation Binty
- Souti/Operation Vigitans Protector. On the might of 31 May 05 o the moming of J1 Juse 06 my involvement was 2s the sepior man
i the Batiation TOC, until the TOC was informed ofan AIF female KIA on Objective Houston, Following LTCY
netification he moved from his quarters to the TOC and remained in the TOC as the seaior man unii he departed upon sassion
completion and exirction confirmed.

{ i rroe have 2 fuli understanding of the event of the night of 31 May 06 - 01 June 06 unsil the Battalion's debrisf with S8¢G
Hﬁ.ﬂé CPTQR-2s conctided on or about 01 LGOOTUNGS. Beiig apart of the exerution and foltowing she mission

ehrict, 1 reCall the events of the night in guestion as foliaws:
Om or about 312100May06 CAS checked on station in support of Operation Dirty Souh/C

tion Vistlant Protector. Our

£0/n0-20 criteria was confiemation of an early 90's BMW, stated by HUMINT sources to be car, being atthe
target bouse. An additions! vekicle of interest was a white motoreycle also mentioned s oneof Ws primacy means of ansportation.

‘With the thick vegetation surrounding the mrget house the likely hood of sighting the motorcycle from the aic was minimal, At about

130 CAS confirmed the presents of the PMW sedan at the house, meeting our decision point fo go forward with the raid. After the
call to go forward Lone Wolf, Baualion Scouts, and Viper, Batialion Snipers, SPed 1o insert three sniper teams 1o the south and east
of the target house, 1 instre Objective Houston was. sezled off. CAS reported no unusual movement at the target house, but
maistined observation thru out the operation. Prior to SP of the assault element, the reports from ihe air said the target house was
quist, people were sleeping on the roof (which is cormmon this time of year, for the heat), and the BMW was sl present. DVI-67AR
SPed on or about 0101 06J1INGS,

While moving to the intained constznt communication with tie CAS along with the
m“ was located with D/ [-67AR thns out the

mission, providing constant updates to CPTI B While the 1t elements ioved south down . Viper reported

the roof of a two story house, and atiempt 1o fleg from the area,
objective, the two males ran directly in fromt of ther, S&G1

b : _ _ the stiiper squad leader as weil a5 the shooter for team two
during the mission, fired a warning shot in the direction of the two men.

_ “One of the moen stopped and went to eround, while the _
second continned 10 fee, S’SG" then fired a second shot in arder to disable tie threat, striking the man, wounding .

In my opinion his actions may have saved toe life of some of the men on the objective, T have come to this conelusion due. to prior

jraids where runners have been able to svade US forces anly to emplace IEDs along the routes of egress.
i Following the first engagement from sniper team 2, sniper team i, lead by 8 o the west of team 2, was confronted
with 2 man scaline a fence 15 feet o there front [oft Sensing a threat from a man charging over a fence towards the location of
gunfire, SGTengaged the man, killipg hirh, Following team 1's-engagement a call over Lone Wolf's radio net reports possible
RPG fire. During the debrief it is clarified that the explosion heatd by Lone Wolf was a Flash Bang grenade, being nsed prior to the
assault eleraent emvering the house, as bricfed in the company OPORD. After the radio report received by 583G w stating
RPG, he then idertified what appeared 1o be 2 man on the w00f. The individual looked over the lip of the roof seveal times prior to
standing up. OGuce the individual stood up facing the ramp side of 2 M2A3 on the northeast comer of Objective Houston, and raising
what appeared to be an RPG 10 3 firing passion, Perceiving a flreat to M2A3 S8G d kilting the target. Upon
clearing the house, and reaching the roo% top, the assault element discovered the target ant the roof had been a worman, who was how
KIA. She had raised her ehild to her shoulder, which in the darkness had been mistaken for a RPG. e

o
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joratevenror GENNENNNNEEENR oy .r FOBISKAN pATED _2006/02i06

9. STATEMENT {Conlinved)

Following the engagement of the woman on the roof SGT Wl 2 mermber of suiper team 2 spotted a man ofF to his east,
altempting to mave off the objective using cover and concealment, Once again fearing the man would be able to interdict the ceress
toute, SG terpted to eagaﬁe the threat. After firing two shiofs the man was oul of sight. 1ater 2 detailed search of fie area

foxnd that the fivgt rhan shot by S§G was WIA and the man that went to ground and later was engaged by SG'F _
} fimd fled the objective, in addition the man shot by SG T was found KIA. Along with the KIA womman on the toof, dhis fofaled
the casuaities on Objective Houston,

1 feel some back ground information of the mission Intel along with some back ground history of the sniger yeams is
fevessary. _ i ’
First the futef back ground. Following the 12 April 2006 EFP attack t}.n“, — Xitting SPC . and PEC
MY o baitalion increased its focus on the IED/EFP Cells operating in the area. Battation'S2 slong with THE were able to

house. In addition later ISR confirmed as many as 17 personnel Tived on the objective. Thru out Objective Houston's targeting
process, the threat assessiment remained the samé, With this in mind the Batialion along with D/1-67's leadership made the docision
1o sxecute & Cordon and Raid as apposed to 2 Cordon and ¥nock. ARer clearing the objective the nuotber of personiel on atthe
rarget location was cloger t 32,

Next some back ground information reference the Battalion Snipers. We, 1-87AR, ave integrated our Battalion Snipers

threat reduction. To the best of tay knowledge conducting over 50 missions the snipers have only engaged § {argets prior o the 81
Tune 06 raid. AR of the shots priot have never had raised any questions as to fweir righteousness. There have been several instances
§were-the snipers could have taken a shot within the ROF, but restrained. All of the shodters involved arc school trained at eifher the
Suiper School at Fort Bepaisg or the MTT at Fort Hood prior to deployment. SSG MR = in foct an instructor 42 the
Saiper S¢hovl for several years; in addition this is his third tour during the War on Terrer. He bas completed one prior mission to
both OIF and OFF. The mission given to the Snipers for Operation Dirty South/Operation Vigilant Protector was to block in order
't prevent AIF egress from the objective area. They achieved their mission insuring no AIF were able to egress fom the oblective
and later stack Coalition Forces. ' :

- provide targeting data on (] and his EFP Cell. The first RUMINT reports stated the target would most Iikely provide
mitial resistance and attempt to liee the objective area. Subsequent repotts stafed up fo six srmed ren could be expected at the target

:mguiaﬂy tic ail levels of operations. While deployed for OTF 05-07 they have provided ISR, close target reconnsissance, as well as

SHUSRLBY

AFFIAVEY
1,3 ——— _ . HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT
WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1, AND ENDS ON PAGE o, _. | FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE
- BY ME. THE STATEMENT I8 TRUE. | HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIAL ED THEE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE
CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. | HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT DR REWARD, WITHOUT

THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWEUL INFLUBRCE OR LN

WITRESSES: Subscribed and swom o before me, & person authorized by law in
adinister vaths, this day of
at
ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS {Signature of Perscn Administering CQatty

(Tvped Name of Parson Admilnistering Oath)

ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS {(Authanly Eo Administer Oaths)

§ INITIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEM
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SWORN STATEMENT
For use of this form, see AR 19045, the proponent egency is ODCSEPS

PRIVACY AUT STATERENT
AUTHORITY: Tits 10 USC Saction 30%; Tale 5 USC Section 2051, £.0. 9397 dated November 22, 1943 (SSN).
PRINCIPAL PUREOSE: Yo provide comumanders end fuw enforcsment officlals with means by wihich informalion may be accurtiely Identified.
ROUTINE USES: Your suchat secusity number is used as an addifonatiattemate means of dentification to faciiitate filng and relsieval
FDISCLOSURE: Disclosine of Yol gockat security number s wolrdary,
1. LOGATION ' o 2 QATE (YYYYMMDD) |3 TiMe T P4 FILE RUMBER
P08 Iskandarival, Irag 2086/06/03 1000
5 LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, MIDDLE NAKE ' ‘16, 88N ' o 1 GRAQE;’%‘?E};SQ
N -

8. ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS
£0/1-67 AR

g, T ' )
. S : . WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH:

P don’t specifically remember whep we {irsl received the mission for 'ﬁpezfaﬁen Birly South. bul # was in some
time in the first week of May 2006. 1 issued a WARNG to the compeny the next morning after | received the

mission. | lowd them whal we would initially be doing and why. 1 didn have a full piclure until aboul twe days
later when batlation got the full mizsion, but | knew where he abjective was, so we staried going through the
Troop Leading Procedures thel same day. We initially had a litlle dver one week 1o prepare jor Lhe mission

which were {o conduct in conjumclion with the QDA Operstion Jraqi Fist/Bulldog | Were supposed 1o conduct it
150100MAYCE and then W gol pushed to 016G100JUNGG. Before the mission was pestponed, | geve’iaped the initial
plan thal we eﬁem&aﬂif Q}KW‘I i ed apd conducled most of the TiPs to inclnde a recon o the lurn onlo the roule

i named RTE wip For the aclual RTE and OB HOUSTOR, we had previgusly driver siong that  §S0xssy
youle for & combined operalion with the Musayrib IPs. and we used hinagery from the Shadow UAV to conduct as
complele a recon as we could, without giving away our inlentions. This Is an area we hadn'l been to since it is
inst ouizide our company and de faclo balialion AG. By the lime the mission was postponed, |issued 5 full
PORD to the company end atlachments, conducted backbriefs, did hoth a ferrain model reheorsal with the
everyone S3G and above plus attachments and alsceonducled a whitghoard rehearsal. Belh rehearsals included
foverall movemenls and syecific sctions in and around the compound. We had a scaled terrain model of both the
area sround 081 HOUSTUR and the compound. We also used UAV photos for the whileboard yehearsgl Each
subcrdinale element briefed and walked through his part of the plan. During each yfehearsal. | briefed the ROE
- Jand Escslation of Ferce, Because we dn’t have pholos of targels al the {ime, 1 stressed thal we had to go
$through the {nll BOF. | think the mission was postponed 15 May 2008. T believe | was in the process of _
conducting PO when 1 received netification. ‘So?that noipl. we had done mearly evervihing excepl radio checks |
fand 3P During the 16 or 7 May BUB or largeling meeling, the 53 icld me we were going on ! JUN 08 ;

§0n or aboul 27 May 08, LTC Lold me to be prepared to execule within six hours based on the i sgge;r of
§ having botl previsusly spotied vemicles ot the house; there was an addilional inlel report from TET 351 siating
1ihat the tarset, ¥ doesn’l stay at his residence at mggjﬁ and he's only there during the day. Op |
1729 Hay, USAF 536 old me CAS had 1'd one of the cars on UB] HOUSTOK and thel we may go that night,
31 confirmed with CPT and LIC, and lold them we'd be ready in two hours, | then informed the = -
#company and loid them 1o gel 1o REDC within twe howurs. Onee movemenl starled, | conducled another
Frehearsal with the company minus the Scouls and Snipers because due to the short nolice, we wonldn't have
Jihem on Lhe missien. I briefed the modified plan in which 1 had ist Platoon provide a chase vehicle siiice we -
$wouldn't have anyone soulh of HOUSTON excepl for the lank sechion from 2ad PLT. LT and 350 _J
Jeonfirmed this i the confirmalion brief and during the rehearsal. We conducted confirmation briefs and a kev
Fleader rehearsal wilh the Pls PSGs, spd other allachments. Willin one hour, the company was REDCON 15 and
Jwe reported up lo BEALER MIKE DEALER 8 {old us to stand down because the CAS pilot cotldn'i confirm the
A presence of lhe vehilees. DFALER 6 then said we would po regardiess on 1 JUN 06

A A4 311400MAY0E, we conducled a terrain medel rehearsel with alf attachments, | briefed the same plan as 29
4 ¥ay bul with the Scouls and Spipers included doing their original mission. and 853G mformed me we _
yaizo had an Apache section in support 1oo. I had the ééégache section screep slong the RT canal o support J3USGSIU
the Seouls in the culer corden to fhe north. 1 relained the chase vehicle becaust I fell that was a hole in my

initial plan. | originally said that the chase element woild be dismounted, bul S8G _wecammeﬁéed that
they be mounted. | agreed and thal's whal we rehesrsed. A1} elemerits walked and talseq rougn their pleee of
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statement or _CPT (SRR taken At _0310005UNOS DATED

9. STATEMENT (Connued) : o o
mission. ¥e conducted fine} radio checks at 0100014UNOG and staged vehicles &t the front gate. 1 walksd the
- {line of vehicles and spot checked soldiers and said a few guick words to the groups of soldiers. DEALER HIK®
injormed us that Snipers wenled us tc SP early because they were afraid of Being compromised due Lo dops
giving away their #'}es;imn. We 3P'd aboul 39 mimules early. We then conducled {he mission in the manner

writien in the AAR {Attached).

Chyong

eceipt eg_ Initial Mission - On or aboul 4 or & May 06, _

ssne of WARNG - _%mmng_ of & or & Mav 06 following the 0730 CUB. _ .
Recon RTE CLEVELEND - 120200MAYO0S. Timed route and 10'd turn ento KTEQHER  SUSCSSZA)M
“flssue of full OPORD - 121400MAY08, Al sub—elements were present.

Hehearsal - 141600MAY0S. Reduced force rehearsal using terrain mode} and scaled mock-up of compound. A}
sub-elements were grese:}t and walked {hrough and briefed their role.
€6 PCI/PCC - 151000MAYD6, Netified of postiponement during PCls. . '
Mission WARNO - 281830MAY08. Conducled 2 whitehoard rehéarsa lincluding UAV imagery with Pls, PSCe. and
altschments minus Scouts and Snipers. GO criteria not met, : .
Rehearsal — 3114008408, Reduced force rehearsal again using scaled terrain model and mock-up of compound.
During each rehearsal, all spbordinate elements briefed their actions and 1 briefed the ROE and FOF. :
Radio Checks - 010008JURDS. :
Slaged vehicles ~ 010015JUKRDS.
3P FOB - Q10G30JURES. -
Picked up Musayyib IPs - 010050JUNGS
On GBI HOUSTON - 01011305008
Actions on O8] HOUSTON complete ~ 010430UK06
1 Recover stuck 423 BFV - 0105457U808
HP FOB - O106303UR0GE

aon.of Force~ During each rehearsal and crder brief, | briefed that because we don'l know what the
targel looks iike, we had to go Uwrough Lhe full EOF before firing a warning shot. During the lasl rehearsal, |
jiold Lhe group we would have a chase vehicle from Ist PLT. To fie in with ihe ROE, | told everyone priof lo
engaging, to positively 1D their target as a threal and not a. {nemﬁg and to verify using ¥ODs to E}rgvez:i
:'fz*a‘i;zczé“g;- all soldiers op the ground and IPs had IR chemlights visible on their helmels and most dismounted
§soldiers had ACUs with the IR labs exposed.

HS il EOrGINGe ciemenis- .
nipers: For {ask/purpose, | irested {he snipers like a part of the SCT PLT. | zave them the same

; taskég]m?ase as the SCTs: T: Establish ouler cordon of (B! HOUSTON P:dY ENY exfil. While
% the SCT -

il 3 !};T' didn'{ have direcl control of Lhe snipers once the main body was on the GB, Lheir
1 T/F didn't change. .

Jo/iuEn Establish inner cordon of OBl HOUSTOX P: 10T allow  T: raid OBJ HOUSTON io seize _
P: 10T prevent EIP allacks in zone T 0/0 conduct search of target area P: 0T recovery evidenee of

4 . EFP making T: /0 relurn lo FOB : o

11/D {SE}. TiFollow and Supporl 2/4 P: 10T allow 2/A to maintain iempo of reid BPT Lo chase "squirters”

4 T“._Ggﬁ conduct search of i Vg?‘a' area P 107 recovery evidence of BFP making T. G{G- return to FOB
42/1 {SEY: T Bleck BTE CLEVELAKD P: 10T prevent disruption by Karbala IP checkpoint T: Isolate S. portion of ORI

) HOUSTON P: 10T prevent ENY exiit of GBI HOUSTON

JHG/: T: Est. FWD €2 Pr IOT SPT selzure T- Est. 12 YRAY P 10T support MEDEVA - ‘
CAS: T: Screen vic GEEREE-o 1D “squirters” P: 10T prevent ENY exiil N ﬂscsgl(,‘%u}

ATK AVN: T: Screen along northern portion of canal vic (SEIIINP: 107 support SCTs ' :

41 briefed eﬂfer{?ﬂe 1o expecl 17 people on 0B} HOUSTON with'six of them, being ermed. military—sge men. | iold
~Jeveryone the MiCOA was thal ihese men would not fight because of proximuly {o their families. However, I also
told lhem thel these were some bad guys. | also brieted that the MUCGA was thet these men would fight
{‘egag%ess of 1he women and childres” I told 2/ not lo take any chances and lo use flashbangs when entering
1ihe OBJ.
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