_ DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
1* BRIGADE SPECIAL TROGPS BATTALION
W™ MOUNTAR BIVISION (LIGHT INFPANTRY)
CAMP SEIEED, 1R AL 09576

AFZSLETH § Beptenther 2005

MEMORANDUM FOR Comnandss, 1% BCT, 10®MTN, Carvyp GNP, Trag

SUBJECT: AR 15-6 Informal lnvestigation Concswing the Fags) Shooting of a Local Natiomsl
(L1

1e events surrounding the destrintion of TN prepierty, the wounding of a LM and the
fatal shooting of a LN in two engragemens that ocimrred with
anothet. 1 have conducted o thorough investigation of the circumstan
incident. My obsarvations, conclusions, and recompmendations
ollowing furmat: fasts, findings, and recomineadations. :
2. FACTS, On 0505458EP05 17 Platgon, A Company, 17 BSTB led by 11T S
conducted @ Left Bewt Ride with ILT SN ood SFC oz 158
EN BY. The mission was to condipt a route clearance 107 sosure routes '

1. On 5 Sgptember 2005, | was appointed as the AR 15-6 Inwsstigating Officer (10) for

he covered Rules of Engagement (ROE)Escalation of fores AW TP )
TACSOP {gee snslosure H & R}, The TACSOP provides the following giatEmne
regarding escalation of forcer beyond 100m o, use hand and atm signals during daylight
hours or white Hght during nighttime hoars to glest fraffic to stop or beep distance. Within
100m, warting shot{first five rounds in magazme to be wacers). Within $0m, disable
vehicle. Within 30m, use deadly foree when VBIED is stspected.

The first incident ocourred ot approximitely 0650 (e enclosure F). Vehicle #1 (see
exhibit A) was traveling Bast on MSR SEENNI A11 (M1114) was on the Notth side of
the West bound lane faciag to the West. The gummer of A1l was SPC SN who had 2
M240B mounted, Four cars complied with SPCSNI® hand and arcs signals by
pulting off to the side of the road (ses enclosure M). Vehicle #1 drove past the stopper
vehicles and ignored SPC hand and arm signals. SPC 1zn fired
warning shot (see enclosure I, J, L, and M), which was ignored by vehiele #1, 8PC

then engaged vehicle #1 inan aitempt © disable the vehicls by fiting at the
adiator and tires bringing the trisk 1o o halt (see enclosare I & ). US personnel
epproached wehicle #1 to assess the theeat and potential injury to the driver, After
determining that the LN no longer posed a threst he was treated for some mistor injuties
(st eoclosure P) and given a claims card {ses enclosues 3); 12 was then released to the
Iraqi Prlice (IP)(see snclosure (3,
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The second incident occupred st approximmtely 0713 (see enclosure F), Vebicle # 2

& white Meroedes-Bave was traveling noith on #<ide rond {see enclosire B) that
intersscred with MSE NN 411 and AL2 pulled forward and now A1} was shle to
cover the street that intersected with MER [N SSG IR who wes dismounted
it frontof Al first voticed vehiels #2. SSGUNEMNA SPC W shouted and used
liand and an signalsto get the atiintion of vehicle #2°s driver, (ses enclosure 1 & K)
When vebicle # 2 was approximntely 30 m-away, SSG IR fired o disobling shot

with his M4 at the vehivle’s gill. (seé enclomure T) Vehiole #2 continued traveling notth
towards the inner condon af 5 bighate of spead. SPCENER s that vehicle #2 was
within 30 and dangerously dlose 1o bis gim trik (ses enclosure K), Ho then fired 2
burst from his B240B machine gua into the front of velticle #2 which stopped the vehicl
feom Govell g norih. (see anclosur C) 30T @ tke miedic on the scene came forward
and atterigted 10 perform finst aid on thisdriver of vihiele £2. At that time he made the
detenmingtion that the diiver of vebicle #2 was Sead,

3. FINDINGS. 1 find the personal ijutey and prapeity dtmage to vebicle #1 was in
weeardance with (IAW) the BOE. 3PC YN idsitified o hosiile aet and wsponded wifa
an appropriste escalation of foree 1o eliminate the threat,

1find that property damage and the fatal shooting of the LN driving vehicle £2 to be IAW
the ROE, ARer identifying a hostile act or demonstention of hastile intent 556 N
and SPC QIR responded with an-approptints esualation of force. Both SSG SR
and SPCYD shouted and used visual signaly n an sttempt 1o siop vebiole #2. (1L 1, X
and L), 830 R then fired 2 disabling shotut vehicle #2 with his M4 but the car did
vot slow down. SPC QNN then fired st vehiels ¥2 with s M240B machine gun, The
&2 was siruck several thrves with ot Jeast one biilet stiking the driver in the head (sce
enclogure P),

4. RECOMMENDATIONS. The fllowing recanmendations are put into Issue,
Diseussion and Recommendation format.

Tssue: Leader positioning within MENMparol

Disenssion: During this event, the platoon leador was the TC in A18 and the platoon
sergeant was in A17 which werg the Iast two vehicles in the patrol, An argrment could
bz mads that the QI platoon should reassess positioning of platoon lesdership fo gain
better sitvational awareness of the forward vehicss which could be as much as 100 - 156
metors forward of their position during routine wate clearance missions. This distence
tirakes it diffienit for the platoon Iadership to gain rapid sitstional awsreness a5 well ag
position ceitical crow served weapons during cordon opetations for temporary halts to
imterrogate possible IEDs. Howsver, the TCs in the first two vehiivles ars critical to spot
potenitial IBDs. A platoon leader or sergeant controlling the convoy smd maintaining
contact with multiple higher headquartess, and opérating Bhue Force Tracker while
keeping 4 journal cangot perform both fimetion: a3 spotter and (2 element well,
Passengers in the back seats of the lead two M1114s do not have as good of 3 field of
view ag the TC and are not effective spotters.
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Recommendation, Accolerste the figlding of the RG-51 abd incotparate the RG 31 as

- the second vehicle in the NN vatrol fram where the platoon Isader or platoon sergeart
can eommpand and confrol eparations forward of the MR while others ir, the RG-31
can spot for potentis! IEDs. Equip the RG-31 with Blue Force Tracker and sufficlent
radias. '

Issue: Showting, blewing whisthes and nsing haod and arm signals as a first meastre
under an esealation of force to wam approaching maffic 10 stop was step .

Bizenssion: Althouph using hand and arm signals to stap four civilian vehicles traveling
east on MER IR were effective, similar attempts fuads fo wam the drivers of
vehicles #1 and #2 were noteffective, Time of day, positioning of the sun, nofse
pollution as well as driver inatentiveness all could have conributed to the driver of
vehicle #2 not seeing the ganner of A1T it an M11 14 directly in front of him,

Recommiendation: The battalion should parehase additionat audiofvisual equipment to
batter wamn encoming traffic of 2 corden. This equipment sheuld include sirens and
spotlights. Most of the 311143 the unit recsived as part of SBE sre Jacking audio
equipment 1o sech as sivens 10 abruptly warh onomning traffic. Another possible
nonletiul method that units could wseto watn oncoming tesffic is to have the punner
wave & large flovescent flag. However, 85 this method may intsrfere with the gunnesr’s
ability to protect his pateol with lethal force if required, I recommend the purchase of
audiofvisual suipment.

Essues Establishing blocking positons during Short Halts.

Bizeusdions On avernge, the Wl makes 15 - 30 short halis to interrogate possible
IEDs during a route clearance misfion. Fach intsrrogation takes approximately 3 — 5
mimues to complete: Upon coming to a kalt, M 1145 assume blocking positions in the
roadt approximately 100r0 from the WO better protect themselves from
feammentation if the IED detonatesand 1o provide NS overage to the WD,
In this case A}l establizhed a blocking positien in the West bound lane, The slternate
location in the East bound lane would have capsed A11to crws the raised median.
Althongh the alternats may have provided greater abifity 1o block traffic on the
Bast bouid lane, the soldiers weighed the potential demage to the M1114 from crossing
the raise median and sslected fo rensin in place,

Recommendstion: Upon TOA with 1088 BN BN adjust SEENER SOP to define shont
halts as routing interfogations of possible IEDs taking NMT 5 minutes. Since it is not
tagtically feasible to emplace trafflc cones, dragon's teeth or coneertina wire 50 — 100m
forward and rear of the pates) during short halts, U.S. forces should establish blocking
positions-with the best fiedd of vision rathier than a potentially less offective location
which protects the undercarriage of a HMMWYV. During shon halts, M11 s forward
and rear of the WM will establish temiporary inngr cordons tht protect the convoy
from potential VETED threats as well ag the eivilian padfic from coming within range of
- fragmentation hazards, Unit should conduct experiments to cross a median of similar
height and width to confinm 1088 ENG Bsttalion Soldier's assertion and if proven
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incorreet, condudt tetmining to cross medians JOT block avenies of approsch by
covering both sides of a divided toad.

Issue: Sstablishing blecking positions daring long haits.

Diseussion: O aversge, the MMM makes 0 - 2 fong halts t interrogate and then
confirm the existence of an IED diviag a rouke cléarance mission. Bach intermpation
takes spproximately 3~ 5 minutesto complete. After confirming an actual [ED, the Yme
required for land owsing anits to-establish outer cordons ag well as the time required for
EOD tararrive to render safe the device ean take hours. Diming long halts, the Y
pateol canld establish 2 more delibstate cordon 1 ook traffic from all dircetions using
Warhifig congs, voncerting wire, road fangs, sirens, and spot lights to provide adequate
warning to cvilian traffic and keep it a safe distanve from fragmentation hazsrds

Reconmendstion: Consider the benafits versus threat w Soldiers of adjusting the
SIS SOF ta read, vpon confirmation of an FED and establishing an adequate outer
corden, team showid emplace more deliberate barders slong avennes of
approach.

Ksswez SOP review and assesgment for the Bscaation of Fores:

Disenssion:  The JIEMmission TACSOP tecomenends Bscalation of Force as; bevond
1000 out, use haitd and avm signals during daylight hours or white light during nighttime
honts to alert iraffic th stop or keep distance, Within 100m, warning shor. Within S0m,
disable vehicle. Within 30m, use deadly foree when is suspocted. According fo
analysis conducied aithe scene of the incident, SPC SN shot tha driver of the vehicle
at approximately 53.7 meters which is 23.7 neetors greater than the escalstion of force
riles suggest for the ase of deadly force. However,

A vehide faveling 21 40kph is moving ot 111 meters/second,
A vehicle treaveling a S0kph is moving gt 13.8 mesersfeecond.
A vebicle treveling af 60kph is moving at 16.6 meters/second,

The VBIED tweat isveal in Iraq. Vehicle #1 hed already bypassed 4 wehieles
thiat hieeded the warnings of the tnner cordon on MER R s actions appeared to
be a hostile act. In sesponse, SPC MM fited » disabling shot. Minutes bter, $PC
;2 approxinately 53.7 meters away from the white Mercedes, traveling at s
high rats of speed. Given the vehicle's spaed, US forces had ondy 23.7m or two seoonds
to make a decigion. The driver of the white Mernedes did not seed visual warning or &
warning shot fired by S5G JENER. The ATF Velicle Bomb and Evacustion Distance
Tables (ATF I 5400.1 (01-99)) states a full size sedsn hos a maximum exphisives
capaeity of 1000 Ibs giving it « lethal air blast range of 38 metes, SSG S vas
exposed standing outside the vehicle and would have been injured by potertial
fragmentation. 350 AN and SPC NN Doth stated thar the white Marcedes was
tiaveling at a high rate of speed. Given the Himited resources available 1o this
irnvestigating officer, 1 was unable to determine with an degres of certalnty the actual
spesedd which vehicle 42 was traveling,
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Assuming the vehicle was moving at 40kph, it was'2.1 seconds from reaching the 30m
tine ot 1.4 seconds from reaching the 38 meter lethal air blast range, Assuming the
vahicle was moving at S0kph, it was 1.7 seconds foom reaching the 30m kire or 1.1
seconds from reaching the 38 meter lethal air blest range. 1 balieve that given these
circumstances, it is reasonable that SPC JEbelieved his life to be in denger and
especially the life of S5G QRN who was dismounted gt the time attempting to-sigual
thie white Mercedes t stop prior to the warning swt. Perhaps a review of'the set 100m,
30, 36m BOF standzeds is necessary to incorporsite factors of METT-TC. A TTP does
not apply to all situations. Soldiers must consider all the varizbles to ineluds: the threat
leved, type of vehicle, speed of vebicle, the angle of the sum, dismounted Soldiers and
wivilizns before making a devision to engage with deadly force.

Recommendation: Brigade or Division review TTPs and SOPs for EOF dirscted ageingt
patential VBIEDS based oo MIETT-TC including the lethad air blast range of maximnm
explosives capabilfiies for different types of velicles. ‘

Issae: Incorporation of Iragi Polics into (MMM missions,

Discassion: ‘The kaci Police may be a resource 1o pssist with traffic control during
nissions especially in A sectors, Combined opetations demonstrates the
willingress of US and Iragi forces to work toputher to protect the lragi people. T
approved, recommend providing the Tragi police with an up amored capability and the
an interpreter capability.

Revemmendation: Brigade should research the feasibility of IPs supporting Yl

mgsion’s. ,

Issue: Pose incident interview(s):

Diseassion: This incident pecurred overa 30 — 45 mimgte timefiame while the

platoon interrogated « posgible IRD, initiated an escalation of force with veiele #1,
provided first aid to flw driver of wehicle ¥1, tnitiated escalation of force with vehigle #2,
attempted 1o provide first aid to the driver of veticls #2, attempted to engage the I on
shte and then idestified another possible 1ED approximately 30m west of the lead vehicle.
The unit immediately addressed the second IED given the potential threat to civilian and
-military naffic on MR (UNNE. Unfortmately, the complexity of the situation did not
allow the platoon leadership to gather detiled personal information (names, phone
mumibers and addresses) of the drivers of vehicles #1 and #2. By the time EOD détonated
thg seeand IED, the white Mercedss and its driver had been remsoved from e scene

Becommendation: Platoon leadership should make every effort to gather detafled
persomal information (names, phone numbers apd addresses) of the victims in sny
esealation of force. Fthe tactical sitnation dees not allow, instrict persons invelved to
revvgzin at the scene or go 1o the house.
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lssner Taking digital pictures of the incident site,

Niseussion: Although the platoon toak digital pictures of the incident site, the
phntagraphis should eacompass paspectives from, multiple angles (to include right
Angles) and incorporate 95 nmeh of the vehiches invalved as possible. Acute gnglescan
distort depth and the perspextive of Hne of sight felative to-othér vehicles tovolved, If
possibils, pietures saptaring fhe perspeetive of each individual directly involved gre
helpful in determining field of view of each. '

Resommendation: Platoan leadership should ke as many pictures form various angles
te gssist in determining the perspectives of ali persang involved in an BOF,

Yssue: Date Time Ciroup (DTG) option with Digital Camera Photography.

Dizcussion: Althongh the unit leadership took pictrires of the incident site, the Soldiers
taking the photograph +-did not havs the DTG opfion on camenss to aid i capta g
timelines of specific events,

Recommendation: Erisble the DTG Option of & digital cameras,

5. POC For this memeranduis is e undersigned

CPT, AR
Contmanding

- Position of vehiele during sngagement with veliiole 1 (White Pickup)
Position of vehicles during engagement with vehicle 2 (Whi o

DA Form 282} - Swam stefeent frorn 53 fi
DA Form 2823 - Questions answered from S86
DA Formn 2823 — Sworn staternent from SPC

ZErANCRoNEDOR

0. d »
P. DA Form 2823 - Sworn staement from sGT NN
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HE 1&TMMMWGT§'@H§WTW
cih&"lﬂ“ﬁfﬁ_

FEBLY 10
ATEERY TP

AFZS-LLT

MEMORANDUM FOR Captair q, Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 1 Brigade Special Trosps Batia on, 1% Brigads Combat Tesm, Mulinationat
Division Eaghdad, Cenp I raq APC SN

SUBJECT: Appointment as AR 1.6 lnvestigating Officer

1. You a2 hereby spnointad as an investigating officer, pursuant to AR 188, to
conguet an informal investigation iite the fasts and clroumstances surrounding an
escalation of force resulting in proparty damage to two vehicles, minar Injury to one
tecal national and death of another local national.

2. You wit

& Make findings 35 to whether Soldisre frorn the BETR complied with the Rules of
Engagement and usad proper esaalation of foe;

b. Males findings 28 to whether there was property damage and personal injury that

resulted flom the actions of US Saidiers:
C. Make any other findings you deem appropriate in connection with the above matters.
3. You will make recommendations based upen your findings,

4. All witness statements will be sworm on DA Form 2823, if possible. If wiitten stalements
cannot be obtained, you will summarize the cortent of any conversetions snd attach them
o your report, If during the course of your investigation, you develop information
suggesting a person has viclated the Unifomy Code of Wiliary Justice, you will advise the
person ofhis or her Adiole 31 UCIAY rights before questioning the person. Use DA Form
3881 to conduct any such fghts advisemant.

5. Usge the informal proceduras sat aut in AR 15-8 in your investigation. You will submit
the findings and recommendations, original and two coples, of your report as exhibiis o the
Staff Judge Advocats on DA Form 1574 within ten days of receipt of this appeintment. Any
requests for extensions should be made through your tegal advisor to me.
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