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C hildren in the juvenile justice system, who are indigent and
thus eligible for appointed counsel, often come from poor edu-
cational settings. In addition, researchers have found that a

high proportion of these children are of below-average intelligence
and many have educational, mental health or other disabilities that
impede their ability to protect their own legal interests. For example, a
recent pilot study found that court-involved children in Massachusetts
do not understand the legal terminology used during court proceedings,
particularly when waiving rights or taking a plea. Of the 98 children par-
ticipating in the study: none correctly defined the word “disposition” or
the phrase “presumption of innocence;” only three children correctly
defined the words “plea” and “waiver;” only seven correctly defined
“counsel” (lawyer); and only nine correctly defined the word “right.”1

According to currently available information, the demographics of children
in Ohio’s juvenile justice system suggest that, like their counterparts
nationally, they cannot effectively navigate the complex and adversarial
juvenile justice system on their own. 

JUVENILE JUSTICE POPULATION IN OHIO

• Roughly 75% of incarcerated youth need mental health serv-
ices.2 55% of the girls incarcerated in the Scioto Correctional
Facility have a mental health disorder; 42% take psychiatric
medication.3

• Over 44% of children committed to ODYS have special edu-
cational needs as compared to 14% of children in the general
Ohio school population4 and 10% of children nationally.5

• According to ODYS, almost half of incarcerated youth with
special educational needs are emotionally disturbed, roughly
24% have a specific learning disability and 22% have cognitive
disabilities.6

JUVENILE JUSTICE POPULATION NATIONALLY

• Many children in the juvenile justice system have been vic-
tims of abuse or neglect. Children who are abused and neg-
lected are 50% more likely than other children to be arrested

while a juvenile, 40% more likely to be arrested as an adult for a violent
crime, and 33% more likely than other children to abuse drugs.7

• Nationally, 70% of incarcerated girls report physical and sexual
abuse.8

• Nearly 60% of female juvenile offenders had symptoms that were
diagnosed as an Anxiety Disorder, as compared to 32 % among boys.9

• One study found that 48.9% of the female juvenile offenders sam-
pled were experiencing symptoms of post-traumatic stress disor-
der at the time of the study and that female offenders were 50%
more likely to suffer from PTSD than their male counterparts.10
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