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Witness Interview of: ..

DalelPlace: 17 Mar D4Mflthheld

On 17 Maroh 2004
Investigation Task Force,
KHADR
Ykhlel,

was Interviewed
gency reported to
KHADRW88

DePartment of Defense CrimInal
was present at the capture ofOMAR

lJY 2002 near the village of Abu

On 27 July 2002,_ respondGd to III radloed~ fot assistance from US and Afghan Militia forces
that were engaged In af1~h suspected AI Qalda fight8nJ ate compound near Abu Ykhlel, Afghanistan. The
US forces Included membera oftbe 82nd Alrborrull Ohllslanendthe 19th Special Forces~ (19 SFG),
accompanied by Afghan Militia·FOtc&t (AMF). In response to the requeatfor .•ssletance,_ traveled In a vehIcle
convoy wIth other US forces to the vlUage. . . .

_later Ie8me~ frorr'. personnel. Who. we"-~ durIng. the Inltlal QP8I'Btlon that forces originally went
to adlffe~pound approximately 300 metera ".., tom the slte of the flrefjght. US forces went to the first
compound In search of an AI Qe.Ida.explol!~ .•~~ A public ad~r.88 system W88 used to order the occupants of
that compound to 6urr8llder. rb~occupanta 8ur~.Wt:~Ql.It rlsh;lanoe.. A small group of US personnel then
went to the second compound.based onlnformBtlon that::IddlUOr'itI AI QIIlda t*IOtmelmay be present (see
Attachment 1). They observed armed men In the compoundBnd formed a perimeter around the compound until
more personnel arrived from the first location, An AMFmemberthen epproeched and yelled for the occupants to
surrender. They did not respond except to tire rifle rounds&t the /JJlIF member. TI1e AMF member retreated to
safety, Later, two other AMF members approached the compounclln attempt to convince the occupants to
surrender. They entered through the compound gate, They were shot and killed in the entryway by rifle fire. coming
through a portal In Bwall from OOClIpant8 ofthl compound. Immediately fallowing .theaeshots,rifle fire was directed
at the forces surroundingthecoml'ound and grenade8w,relhtOWnOVetft1e compound walls. Tha US and AMF
forces then retreated to pos~llndj(;atecrinAttac/'lmenf2.tJ§;~;.AUF1c)rceiretumedfire and called for ground
reinforcements and combElt 8IrwpPoi't (CAS). .. . ,. ..... .. . ....

The CAS arrived fimend multiple bombing raide went made by US combat B1roraft'li arrived with the
ground reinforcements In a five vehicle convoy ."proac:hlftgfromthelOuth·ofthe compOund. arrived
approxJmately 10mlnutesbeforathe.1a8I bombing run m8deby the CAS;. A1sofnthe convoy Fe
CHRISTOPHER SPEER. u.·thelr.•mva.'.I'th.. ereePOndIrlG.,.·•. ~hII.metWith th· of the 19
SFG qet8chment on scene, believed thedeput)"~1 nlmeWi. . •
observed. the compound 'fro ·xlm&tely 125 meters WMI. The compound 0 eat
square with mud walls th$t werll ten to twelve feet tall. There \MIl only one entrypolntto the compound which was a

_~::~':::a:e.~...the.. p.:~.•~.;...:.COI.:sa.re.•.•.rUtt'::.··....M.-.~....::.....~.::.0..~:.::me..com.·.:~.ndng.k~.·:::m-._.. d ,8de:~~8
th otherpel'sonnel~arrtvedWlth.~,"'frQm the82nd·· identified him

·;now__~~1!I.~.... .... ~:_.riIIe 8qU8d from:.'82tid:AkbOm Attachment
3).' , :'.. .. ..... ... .
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4. REMARKS (Contlnulld)

creale_bthe airslrikes.. The plan was for_lo be the third person to enterthe com.pound and SPEER to be the
sixth, nd the rifte squad w'llmhen follow. As the assaull element enlered the compound,
weapons re was Iracted at them from an alleyway on the north side of Ihe compound between the living area and
a barn (Altachment4), _did not recall hearing the rifle fire,buthe saw dust being blown in Ire alley. He
recognized from pasl expenence that this was muzzle blast and he realized he was being shot at. He believed it
was from a rifte because oflhe volume of dust blown,though he could not rule out that it was a pistol. He
characterized the shooling as "directed fire" that was aimed and was not wild or random. He believed the shooting
originated from one rifle, but could not be certain there was not more, As the fire continUed, he saw a hand grenade
"lobbed" over the corner wall that lead into Ihe alley. He estimated the wall was about eight feet tall, The grenade
went over his head in anarching pattern. The grenade trav&led approximately 30 to 80 feet with the distance
dlipending on how deep from in the alley the grenade was thrown, The grenade landed and estimated 30 to 50 feet
from the opening of the alley. _ rail toward the gunfire to avoid the grenade (AttachmentS). He decided to run
across the opening of the alleym'getfurlhereway from the grenade, AS he ran pasUhe opening of the alley he fired
12 rounds from his M-4 rifie.intothe aile_A.t that time the alley we.s, ,filled.wlth. dU,.st from th.e. gunfire a.nd he could not
see who was there (see Attachment 6). never heard the grenede explode but later learned thalSPEER was
wounded In the head by the grenade. ' was behind himlwhenthe grenade was in the air and he did not see
SPEER when he was hit.

•
tOOk a low position althe southeast cornefof the alley. This was the first timell stopped moving

since the Ini ng the approach 10 the compound. He sal'ia man lying underneethsome rubb e ana debns (he
presumed resulting from the air strikes) that he believed was ciearlydead.. He heard moaning coming from the back
of the com.und. The dust rose up from the. !iround a.nd bagan to clear. he then saw a man facing him lying on his
right side. Identtfied this man as the malEholOgrephed in Altllchment 7). Theman hed an AK 47 on the
ground bes e Ifll and the man was moving. fired one round etriklng the man In the head and the movement
ceased. Dust was egaln stirred by this riflesho .' . n th& dust rose, he saw a second man sitting up feeing away
from him leaning against br.ush. This= lateridentified'!!s KHA.. D.R,.we.s moving _ ide.ntified this man as the
man photographed in Attachment 8)._ fired two rounds both ofwhlch struck Kl-l'll:m!'ln the back. _
estimated that from the initiation of li:le approach to the comp.ound tosnoeling KHADR look no more~
seconds, with all of the events. im;lde the compound happeninglh'iess then a minute..

_ moved Into the alley and noticed that the manu~derthe rubble was In fact dead and there was a
second m'lJl!l"llread under the rubble nexHo him (see Attachment9 fOr details of the aUey. Attachments 10 and 11
are photos identified as the two bodies under the rubble). A damaged AK 47 (applillredto be damaged by air
strik~s) was on the grou.ndnextt91~~_saldithat the natureoflhe injuries, Whi~h ,included burns, the dust and
debns on top of the bodies, and thegen~ate'oflhese two bod'lescausedhlm tdbelleve they were dead prior to
his entry into the compound. _ mov.ed to the back of theoompound end checked lhe first man he shot. The
man was deceased and in~ to the wound to his head, he had two gunshot wounds two his chest. _

~~~~~~.thellse~~~~~~:'.~a~:.a~.n.efl.~.~.~~:p.l.~t:~~s.h.··•.~.s~~1nd.=fi~~t~.II;::e ~K.e~f~:...~r:~~.all's
observed a sma eapon (a pistol or grenade,.couid not recall which) on the ground .near KHADR. en

~a:~~ ::~~~~ ~t~:.r ~~.~:o~.V~.. :I~.i~.~'h~d 1lOw ent.re~..~.lllldl~.n.d.a..:e.y =.'a.. ced..' ,r:~.is.a.~.a:d._.:~~~ui~the ~~ey
~~:::~:.g~.·o~T~~'fh~~~/~~~.h.,.== ...":es.n::.rdrr:,~.• \lrQ~.....".p.'~~.?~:II~~~d~'~~.a~~ Ii~~t 10
find SPEER whcrn:a medi~•• the~veredthat.I'lp.IEERwaewoundedin the head by the"Qrrnade.
SPEER was treeted by a physlCJQn S eseista"t ande medicfl'om the SFG, and a platoon medic from the 82nd
Airbome. SPEER was transported to BagramAirlieldby e UH-60med,evao helioopter. KHADR was pulled out of the
alley Into the center are ofthEl,compoundanq was treated byJhe seme19 SFG physician's assistant and medic and
was later Iransported by aCK47 to Ba9ram••observed thaiKHADR wes able to movehis arms and was

repeating "k~1i me" in EliJsh.., In. a.d.d.tt.lo••...n.. to. thii .•... b.. U...I.•le••t.wo.. Im.~frorn_.ro.un.dS...,.•. KHADRaiso had shrapnel
wounds to hiS chest. ;IlsorecalledKHAPR ~edli!(l eye,jnjIJryof s~peand·hel;lter leam an
ophthalmologist was raug 110 Bagram to treat KHADR. . .

,. ' . " .' . ,'" ".... . .',' .

THIS DOCUMENTCONTAINSNElrn~R~~~QM~eN%i:lq"'sijOR~(;L!)$iQNS OF qlTl'. IYlS THE pROPERTY OF THE
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4. REMARKS IConUnuod)

During the assautt within the compound. believeshe was the only member of the US forces or AMF
(who were notlnside the compound during the as ut)Who fired his weapon. He dete":lined thathe fired 1S.
rounds the three rounds specifically identified While et !he end of the alley, and by countingrounds he determmed
that he' had fired 12 rounds as he ran past thaallay. AII()f the rounds were flrEld fr()rn his issued M-4 rifle and he
used no other weapons. IIreealledthat other \.Is for<;esthrew one hand grenade, from which no one was
wounded, into the living qua ersof the compound as they cleared it. The only other weapons fire he witnesses
during the assault was the enemy rifle firefrom the alieyand the one hand grenade thrown alUS forces from the
alley. . .

Based on his extensive comblllexperience,_belieVedthStKl-\AdR end theman at the back of the
ailey with the AK rifle werelhe only two alive III the'I~~eEl~ul{ .I-le fett that due to the grenade being thrown
simultaneously to the directed rifle fire that the grenade was thrown by sClrneone other than the.man who was firing
the rifle. Due to the positioning of tl'ie rifle, the fact his shol$ althe man located in the back olthe alley hit Ihat man
in the chest, the location of the!?!!! rlfles,.and the speed of hisadYlln9s. ~n thealle¥,. believes that the man in
he back of the alley (not KHADR)W!is,the manwho.fil'l!d the~ffeaS'net!i1tered the . pound. Though the dust

and angle of the walls prevented him,frPlflssE!ing who threw th~9renacje,_ belieVeS that KHADR threw the
grenade.•conclusionthat KHAP~threwthel!rel)adEl was drawh am'xcludiIi9two. ofthe men because of
heir earlier ea (which was not consistent with any of his BC!lonsastheywere buried under rubble without

gunshot wounds); after excluding the third man his posttionwas oonsistentwith shooting simultaneously to the
grenade being thrown; after concluding that thenetureof the grenade lob was such thalitwas inconsistent wltn
being thrown by someone Who was shooting ina cootroliedmanMratthe same lime; and aflerconcluding that the
condftion and position of KHADR was consistent with having beeneblEl to throw a grenade over his head, but not fire
a rifle at the US forces. . .

After the entire compound wllssearched,. it II\ISS .cjisCOVllr¢ljlhal!hefour'lTIen in the allay were the only
occupants of the compound. The perimeter of. the compo\lnd had been'suii'Quhded by US forces since the initial
firefight. One women and one child .escaPedthe compound~riOr t~ anival andwere escorted away by US
personnel. No other individuals were observed escaping theCQmpo~ch was also obsElrved from overhead by
US aircraft. observednobioOdtralls, marks,J~dc,lers;orany 9thersignsthatanyonehad Elscapedlhe

::~~n~i . P:::~~~V~:dsi~~: f~s~Nirifqt~%~MS!~~~~~~~~:diif~~~~:fee:;J·~:~~~:eHe
observed the indoor ssgmentsofthevieleot<!peYV~re,,~lijifdihthesE!f1I6,II\,1lng quarters. He noted the ha!f blue
wall (see Attachment14)whlchcoo:e§Ppnde,d,willirn~nyo(lt1eI!l!lIPhot(lS;t()rn theyideoshown to_(see
Attachn:ents 13). He also statedl1Elret:()gnl~edtf:lEl)J.IgDn !he'fiooro!tha livirig qulliters as, the sam";Tr\"ltie video
and he IdenUfied the trees a~d scenery in the .wlndow deplctElcjlnthe video as being trees he saw within the

mpound. Explosive detonatQ'l<dlf$llUiljedll$~l!,.yicj!lOt)lIltridgElswerealso !oundlri theJiving quarters. _
believed that a bulldozer hadtetllrpl/dlg thelilte't9cU9tofil1dlft~efeWaaanundergroundhiding place.·.The""lmlll'

llh the r!f1~ at the end of thealleY>Nas,foundlylrt9'OI1WOOdbo!!Tdstnat lrIay pave concaeled an entrance.•
said no hiding place wss. f9unq, '>'Y,.".;:;':. •' .....• ,. ••..... ;' .;"""', . .

aroadwa.~~~ ~::~~~~~£~:~t~:~~;~~:C~~~~~E;~~it~;~i~::~~I!liofIE~~~~~~a~n
EOD p~rsonnel from th~19th SFG were present atthe~alandmll)' hOld additionaHnformation. was
later bnefed on the details otlhe lED by personnel who conducted the disposal. He believes the IEDs Iscovered

fa the same that KHADR is shown burylng and building in the video tapereooveredfrom tine living quarters of the
ompound. . .

'de~~e~~!!~~~tit~~=E1r~i:!f::::~;~~J~'" s:-intine':lle~~-=~:~::~ed
SPEER being wounded .by the grenada, and wa,s.present attin~infti~.firefi9ht atthecompoun~

THIS DOCUMENT. CQIf)'AINS NEITtlE~B!S(;'~N1~tl~l'lQ!'IIi~C:Q~C!-l.J$ION$idFCITF. IT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE
CITF AND IS LOANlOtl TQygu8 {l,GENq,Y; Tfll~:[)OCUIVIEN'TlSffQT,TQ;8E RELEASEDOUTSIDEYOUR AGENCY•
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commander of the 'SFG detachment and was just outside the breach point during the
was the on-seene commander and was at the north side of the compound

.C_' " , •

Photo' ~f Indl'Jld~alalji\eb~~'9f1hil~j(~~~:tWl(:ii·lnttiil'Cf1e5t.and .
once In the head b_<ltern'#62.Y" ',:'r" "...... . .

Photo ofindlvjdual who. wassit!il1gWittl.hj~.backtothebrl.lSh(photo of
KHADR).(ltem j,l.61) •..... :. ,.; . , " . '.....' '. ,

.S~ketch~r d~t~il$lh\tlElalieY(lten,#7)
Photoidentlfie<l by" as oneot the men deed under rutJIlle in the
alley.til unablEl"tlrl!l'stinguish the relation to alloh othar but the men
were.oun togethlilr(ltem #11 /l.14(duplicate». '.

~,~:~iiif~~~~.:~:nQ~t~e~i~~~~~~~~·~~lh~en

•
sketoh of the overallareeWithposltlonsand movernentof .the

o g naUS personnEllon-sceneendlheirrnovement away from the
compound in pencil (Itemi#~),

":~~~~:~~::~~:~~~~~e~~r~~~~m'klocatiOnand 0

_ sketch of thecompoundwlll1 intarll)rrnov~lTlents oftheassSult •
~arked in pencil ShOwing the a~sauR t8llmB ppBitions as they entered
the compound.end ideq1itvingwhp lilach oomberrepresen!.s. (Itlilm #5)

"~~!~~~~~~c~Os;rn~~~t~~j~;{y~i~;:~~;J~nft:~~~~,·.
• sketch of the comPoundWllttlnU:r1~r'~J~~enl~~f:the'assault
eammarked In pencllshowlngassaulter 113.at thesoutheesl
comer ofthe alley (ltlilm}1 8) . .• 0 " • , • •

Attachment 10

Attachment 8

Attachment9

Attachment 11

Attachment 6

Attachment 7

Attaohment 5

Attaohment 4

Attachment 3

Attachment 2

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINSNEITHEll,RECaMMENDAl1C1NS'Noit Ill.'",""'" .i',
CITF AND IS LOANJ;D TOYOull AGENCY;THIS.DOCOM15NTIS?£:t9:

LgsIONS
;QFCITF,1T IS THE PROPERTY OF THE
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During thisinterviSW,. drswseveral sketcheS to depict the landscape, surroundings, and events.II
also provided copies of pi res taken on 2.7 JUIY.02 at. theco'm.pOund. ' He. beneved these pho~phs were e en by
members of the 19th SFG and were given to him in the immediate deys following this event. _ made written

~~:~:~:~:!~~.i.Y£~~,;:~.!~:.~A... .w.:a.~:.•~.rew..:..t.,n.~...d.e:.ta.~.~.~i~:f;~.I~~.~r~~eoe.:~~~~~ the

numbered for accountabili\Y,A.II.n.ote.s.onth.e front of dOCU.m.en... Is. are.....ma.de bY._. a.\I~.e beck were
written b

V
_ The eltaehmentnumbers listed may rlotcorresponn'!lese item numbers. Attaohment

numbers ere asslQ . sequentially as Itemswere referenoed intrns report. Below is a listing of the 62 items taken

during this Interview, the descriptions were provided 1>'-
Attachment 1 .~~t:r~~:::~o~~~:~~~rrtl~~~~()~:ris1ri~~~~~(llem#1)' ,., . ,. '. ', ...0' ,'" ••• "
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were foUnd togetJw (Item .12 & 13 (di4lIiclaII»
,;;.\ ..

Atlachment 12

Allachment 13

Altaohment 14

AtlIChment16

Attechment 16

. Altachment11

Attechment 1e

Atlachment .1.8

. Atleohn'!ent 20

Altachment 21 .

Attachmsnt 22

,AtI8chment 23

Attachment 24

Attad1ment .2&

Altechlnent 28

Attachment27

Photo Of liVIng queI1ttt WIlIlln t!Ie OOi'\'lpOIInd..... lhoWnki video
~at thellillne (~tl6O) ,

34 StIIJPl'loklaftOln video recOitftd _ the hoUS8 (A!'GP"zOO2.
01041l2.lteIfi ..2NO)

. Memotendum det8t12Q Jut 02••CIIlill;'" dla/lCllalOt uornmlnd
detonated mine (Item # 16)

".~gk1fJ Ikelch ~'~'overeUlI~~~~{lIIm#
", _._':<;Y":,"'" ,_~:t";:'",--<,

•.cw1~~chC'~·.~.11~f~6r••·'·
.~rglnarslc&tCh Oftha compoU!lli\\tt\..~ In PlnoII'

Photo Of KIWl~ (toreg~iIj~~~~~"'i.ndJthe __ ("*"
#~ .,.", '"

PhotCOfWfit ilde otltie ilOmpound ~0lIt(1teITt"24)

Photo or tront.1lf1hellOtIl~""~.ldIlr(faOe.~.,.I befclnl j)!'OVldfng(llem # 23} ., .', .

PhotoOI.c~~),o~llf~. ccm~lookll'IQ ~1IIa
deptctetwoUStruoks~ledlt1the~~I1t(lteim'~

Photo Of~lnteI'loroflti~~I'l~ ~\;!~~ ~p~,~
where SPEER killed In cen*,of/'lhOlO(lttnllU1) .

~Oftll~~~.~~~~bi~~~i~~~i
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