CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION TASK FORCE (CITF)
REPORT OF INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVITY

1. DATE OF INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVITY] 2. PLACE ) . ] S.ACTIVITY NUMBER
17 Mar 04 Withheld RN | 12000040850002

4, RENARKS
Wiinass Interview of: -

Date/Place: 17 Mar 04MNithheld

On 17 March 2004 was interviewed by

Departmant of Defonse Criminal
Al was present al the capture of OMAR
KHADR KHADR was captured t OFCes uly 2002 near the village of Abu

On 27 July 200:Mrespondad fon radloed request for assistance from US and Afghan Militia forces
that were engaged ina fl h suspected Al Qalda fightsrs at a compound near Abu Ykhiel, Afghanistan, The
US forces Included mermbers of the 82nd Alrborris Divislon end the 18th Spoaclal Forces Group (19 SFG),
accompanied by Afghan Militia Forcas (AMF). in reeponse to the raquest for assistmae traveled in a vahicle
cohvoy with cther US foross to the village. o

r@" learnad from personnai who ware pmem durfnu the lnltiai opaatlon that forcas originally went
to a diffe pound approximately 300 meters away from the slte of the firefight. US forces went to the first
compound in seerch of an Al Qiaida exploslves maker. A public address systern was used to order the occupants of
that compound to surrender. The occupariis surrenderad without reslgtance. A small group of US personnsl then
want o the second compound basad an information that addiionat Al Qaida personne! may be present (seg
Attachment 1). They chserved armed men In the compound and formed a petimeter around the compound untif
more personnel arrived from the first locatlon, An AMF membar then approached and yellad for the occupants to
surrender. They did not respond except to fire rifie rounds &t the AMF member, The AMF member ratreated to
safety. Later, two other AMF members approached the compound in attempt to convince the occupants o :
surrender. They entared through the compound gate. They wers shot and killad in the entryway by rifle fire. coming
through a portal In & wall from oscupants of the compound. Immediately following these shots, rifls fire was diracted
at the forces surrounding tha compound and grenades were thrown over the compourd walls. The US and AVIF
forces then retreated to positions indicated in Attawment 2 US andAMF fomsa retumsd tire and calted for ground
reinforcements and combat @i suppott (CAS). : ,

The CAS artived first and multiple bomblng raids wore mads by US combat alrcraft,
ground relnforcaments in a five vehicie convoy approaching from the south.of the compound.
approximately 10 minutes before the last bombling run made by the CAS: Algs in the convoy
CHRISTOPHER SPEER. Upon their arrival, the responding psreoniiel met with the deputy oornmander ofthe 18
SFG detachment on scene. ‘believed the deputy commander's name wes :
observad the compound o ximately 125 meters away. Tha compound Wik BOprORMatery 100 to
squara with mud walle that wera ten to twelve feet tall. There was only one entry po!nttome compound which was a

green, steel gate at the southeast corner. After a few minules of. mm followlng the airstrikes & decision was
tnade to enter the compound. The assallt element anpro: of

arived with the
ardved
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4. REMARKS (Continuad} e

created by the airstrikes. The plan was formo be the third person to enter the compound and SPEER to be thae
sixth. hnd the rifle squad woUia then foliow. As the assault elsment entered the compound,
weapons 1 was qirected at them from an alleyway on the north side of the compound between the lving area and
a barn (Attachment 4). -'did not recall hearing the rifle fire, but he saw dust being biown in the alley. He
recognized from past eXpenience that this was muzzle blast @nd he realized he was belng shot at. He belioved it
was from a :ifle because of the volume of dust blown, though he could not rule out that it was a pistol. He '
characterized the shooting as "directed fire" that was aimed and was not wild or random. He believed the shooting
ariginated from one rifle, but could not be certain there was notmors. As the fire continued, he saw a hand greriade
“lobbad® over the corner wall that 1ead into the alley. He estimated the wall was about eight feet tall. The grenade
weni over his head in an arching pettern. The grenade traveled approximately 30 to 80 feet with the distance
depsnding on how deep from in the alley the grenade was thrown. The grenade landed and estimated 30 to 50 fost
from the opsning of the alley. ran toward the gunfire to avaid the grenade (Attachment §). He decided to run
across the opening of the ailey 10-0st further gway. froin the grenade:- As he ran past the opening of the ailey he fired
12 rounds from his M-4 rifia into the alley, At that time the alley was filled with dust from the gunfire and he could not
sea who was there (see Attachment 6). never heard the grenade explode but later learned that SPEER was
wounded in ths head by the grenade. - ER was bahind himwhen the grenade was in the air and he did not ses
SPEER whsn he was hit, - ' R '

took a low position at the southeast corner of the alley. This was the first time stopped maving
since the Ninating the approach to the compound. He saw-a man lying underneath some rubble and debris (he
presumed resuiting from thie air strikes) that he believed was clearly dead. He heard moaning coming from the back
of the compound. The dust rose up from the ground and bagan to clear, he then saw & man facing him lying on his

right side. identified this' man as the man photographed in Attachment 7). The man had an AK 47 on the
# fl

ground beside hum and the man was moving. red one round striking the man In the head and the movement
ceased. Dust was agein stired by this rifie shol.When the dust rose, he saw a second man sitling up facing away
from him leaning against brush. This man, later identlfled gs KHADR, was moving identified this man as the

man photographed in Aftachment 8). fired bwo-rounds both of which struck K in the hack.

estimated that from the initiation of the approach to the compound to shooting KHADR took no more than

seconds, with ali of the events inside the 'cnrnp_oqnd h'appening'ih*{ess thanaminute.” . ~ -~ :

moved into the alley and noticed that the' mai under the rubble was in fact dead and there was a
second man dead under the rubble néxtto him:(see Attachmant 8-for details of the alley. Attachments 10 and 11
are photos identified as thetwo bodies tnder the rubble). A damaged AK 47 (appeared to be damaged by air
strikes) was on the ground next (o them ‘that the naturer of the injuries; which included burns, the dust and
debris on top of the bodigs, and the generalsiate of these two bodies caused him t¢ balieve they were dead prior to
his entry into the compound.: -moved to the back of the compound.and chacked the first man he shot. The
man was deceased and in on to the wound to his head, he had two gunshot wounds two his chest.
biglieved that these chest wounds were inflicted by the 12 rounds-hs firéd down the allsy when he crosse alley's
entranceway. noted this man was armed with a pistol Ifi & helster in addition to the AK 47 by his side,
observed a small weapon {a pistol or graénads; couid not recall which) on the ground hear KHADR. en

" tapped KHADR's eye to see if he-was alive. K reactad and was placed on his back. {hen turnad nim

. over to be secured by other personnel who had now entered.the alley. noted. an additiohal AK 47 in the alley
ard several grenades. (The location-of the grenddes arem o the pistol is marked "P* and AK 47s arg
marked "AK" by on Attachineiit 9):: then-heard other. US personnel yslling for-a medic. went to
find SPEER who was a medic.. then discovered that SPEER was wounded in the head by the grenade.
SPEER was treated by a physician's assistant and a medic from the SFG, and a platoon medic from the 82nd
Airborne. SPEER was transported to Bagram Alrfield by a UH-60 medevac helicopter. : KHADR was pulled out of the
alley into the centar are of the compound. and weag treated.by. the same 19 SFG phyeician's assistant ang medic and
was later transported by a CH-47 to Bagram.. observed thet KHADR wes able to niove his arms and was
repeating “kill me" in English. - [n addition to the.iwo'bullet wounds from| rounds, KHADR algo had shrapnel
wounds to his chest. ia_ls_o recailed KHADR had an sye jnjury of some type and helater leaman. '
ophthalmologist was brought to Bagram to treat KHABR.. - .- .. ... ..
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4. REMARKS [Continued)

During the assauit within the eompound believes he was the ohly member of the US forces or AMF
(who were not Inside the compound during the assault) who fired his weapon. He determined that he fired 15
rounds, the three rounds specifically identified while at the end of the-alley, and. by counting rounds he determined
that he had fired 12 rounds as he ran past the-alley. All of the rdunds were fired from his issued M-4 rifie and he
usad no other weapons. re¢alled that other US forces threw one hand grenade, from which no one was
wounded, into the fiving quatiers.of the compound as they cleared it.” The.only other weapons fire he witnesses
during the assault was the enemy rifle fire from the aliey and lha one hand grenade thrown at. US forces from the
allay. . . -

Based on his extensive cembat'experlence. elieved thal KHADR and the man at the back of the
alley with the AK rifle werethe only two alive at the time. i . "He felt that due tothe grenads being thrown
simultaneously to the directed rifle fire that the grenade wais throwin by somieone other than the man who was firing
ﬁthe rifie. Dus to the positioning. of the rifle, the fact his shots gt the man iocated in the back of the alley hit that man
irt the chest, the location of the Al; rifles. and- the speed of his, adva g on the alley, believes that the man in
entered the compound. Though the dust
beHeves that KHADR threw the

heir earlier 8a (Wh'lch was not consistent with “any of his actions as they: were buried under rubble w:thout
gunshot wounds); after excluding the third man his position was consistent with shiooting simultaneously to the
grenade being thrown; after concluding that the nafure of the grenade lob was such that it was inconsistent witn
being thrown by someons who was shooting in a confrolled: maniier-at the same time; and after congluding that the
condition and position of KHADR was cons}stent wlth havmg been able tothrow a grenade over his head but not fire
& rifle at the US forcas. ) : . A .

After the entire compound was. searched it was discovered
occupants of the compound. - The perimeter of the compound had ihded by US forces since the initial
firefight. One woman and one child escaped the compound priort arvival and were escorted away by US
personnel. No other individuals were observed escaping the compoung’

ch was also observed from overhead by
S aireraft. cbsefved no.blopd. traits marks, fadders, or.any other. signs that gnyone had escaped the
comipound. participated In.a h

‘28 July 02, the day after this incident. During the
search a vi pe was discovar '

later reviewed ﬂ'\e wdeo He
ohserved the indoor segmen
well (see Attachment 12).which:corr he sl )
Attachments 13). He also stated he recogrized.the ‘g_ itig quarters as the same n-the video

and he identifled the trees and scenery in the wln {0 the wdeo as bemg trees he saw withm the
cornpound, Explosive deton ;
believed thata bulldozer. ha

the four'men nin the alley ware the only

Jsald no hiding place was feu

!”aiso provided & dosurmient (Aﬂechmant 14) thiit recordad the 'recevery and dnsposal of [EDs placed in
a roadway Detween Gardez and Khowat, Afghanistan.

was not present-during the disposal. stated that
LEOD personnel from the 18th SFG were present at the.

al and may hold additional-information. was
ater briefed on the details of the IED by personnel who eonducted the disposal. He believes the IEDs giscovered

rz the ee:jme that KHADR is shown burying and’ buﬂdlng in the wdeo tapetecoverad from the hwng quarters ofthe
compoun ,

_ ; ) was abls to
entify the following individuals as potential witnesses 1o this eve 'was the platoon leader
m the 82nd Airborne and is now assigned to.a Ranger Battation at FOI:LaWis, VVaES observed
SPEER being wounded. by the grenade and was: present at the mmai firefght at the eomchm
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During this intetview,
also provided copies of pi :
membars of the 16th SFG and were 1 in the
comments on many of the printed copies of the photos.
interior of the compound that were then photocopied.

capies of his originat s s. ‘Each sketch and photQ

& taken on 27 July 02 at the.com
given to him in the immed

hen drew details

ketche

writtan by “The attachment humbers ligted
sequentially as items were refarenc

numbers Were ussig ] _ _ ed in‘this report.
iptionslwfareﬂprovidedib IR

during this Interview, the desdr
BB stch of the overall aren with posi
ngnal US personnel. of-scens 8irg

Attachment 1

sketch of the overall area with positions and
onginal US | O~
compound in pencil (ftem #2

Attachment 2

Attachment 3

iovemnent toward tha.com pound in-pencil (ltem #3).

Attachment 4 Bl skelch bf'thézcior'riﬁdu'rt'd viith interior mavements

the compound and identifying who each

Attachment 5 ‘._skat;:r_'t of the'—‘.com
eam marked | it she
| _‘sketch of the compound withintero
- team marked in pehcll showing assauiter.

: & R

Attachment 6

- corner of the alley (ltem #8)

Photo of individust
~once in'the head byl ¢
~ Photo of individual
“KHADR) (ftem #61)

 Photo identifiad byl
aliey.

Attachment 7

Photo of

Attachment 8

Attachment.9

of détal ain the lley { -,6“‘}5#')7?}
| Aftachment 10

~ Attachment 11

3 L

T CARKS Comfmusd) S
was the deputy commander of the SFG détachment and was just outsid :
assaul, was the on-scene commander and was at the north side of th
during tha assauk. : o I

E'drewsevsr'a_l sketches to depict the landscape, f
compound. He befieved these

iste days following this event.

drew one sketch of the over

nt phases of the event on the
was dated and ipitisled byH and
numbered for accountability. All notes on the front of documents ars made by alt markings on e back were
' spond to these item numbers. Attachment

f , movementof the
S personnel on-scene and their movement away fromthe”

1 the Gverell srea wit the dssault team's location and

SE marked in pencil showing the assault teams posiions as they entered
number represents (item #5) - -

who was siting with his beck t the brish {photo of

Bl as one of the men daadundar riibﬁié.in the
_ ‘unable 10 gistinguish the relation to each other but the '
 were found together (Item #11 &14 (dupficate)) - - R

Photo igeniiied by il 25 one ofthe men dead under rubble inthe
; 2 MR A LR TS TR T e . : einitha o
allsy. -‘un_able G distinguish the relation to each other but the men

e the breach point during the
@ compound

re !a!en by

photographs we
made written
area and one of the

sutroundings, and events.

alt
of differe

Below is a listing of the 82 items taken

ofthe assault

‘ofth
& :south

but the men
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Atluchment 12
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