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_ DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMYCOMBINED/JOINTTASK FORCE(CJTF)-180

OPERATIONENDURINGFREEDOM

BAGRAMAIRFIELD,AFGHANISTAN
APO AE09354

REPLY TO
ATrENTION OF

CJTF-180-1G 7.MAR04

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander,CJTF-180,Bagram,Afghanistan,APO AE 09354

SUBJECT: InspectorGeneral SensingSession, Task Force Geronimo, 1-501st
Parachute Infantry Regiment 29 Feb04

1. The CJTF-180 IG conducteda sensingsessionofTF Geronimo1-501 PIR as part of
an inspection on detainee operationson 29 February2004. The sensingsession
consisted of 3 separate groups: EnlistedSoldiers, NCOs, and Officers. The following
paragraphs contain comments from all sessions. These commentsare perceptions of
soldiers who participated and are not necessarilyfounded facts.

2. Sensing Session Group 1 - Junior EnlistedSoldiers. The firstsensingsession ./-o
was for JuniorEnlistedSoldiers-thequestionsandresponsesare as follows:

Question#1 How many people believethatyou are requiredto report acts of poor
treatment of prisoners or detainees/PUCs?8 of 8 junior enlisted soldiers replied that
they had to report violations.

.Question#2 Do you know who you could report violations of prisoners' rightsto? All
Soldiers knew that they could report violationsto their chain of command and that they
could inform the IG or Tactical HUMINTTeam (THT), Chaplain, or SJA.

Question #3 Has anyone ever witnessedanyone murderanyone? 8 of 8 junior enlisted
soldiers replied No

Question #4 Have you ever seen anyone torture or beat anyone? 8 of 8 junior enlisted
soldiers replied No

#
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SUBJECT: Inspector General Sensing Session, Task Force Geronimo, 1-501st
Parachute Infantry Regiment 29 Feb 04

•Question#5 Haveyou ever seen anyonedeprive a PUC of their 5 senses? If so,why
and for how 10ng?8 of 8 junior enlisted soldiers replied Yes. Useearmuff and
sandbags. We have put a PUC near the engine of a running truck so that they couldn't
hear questioning of another PUC. We useblindfoldsto transport. We do this in the
PAA cage (Position Area of Artillery). The Artillery establishes a holding areafor PUCs
when we conduct operations. It's in our SOP.

Question #6 Has anyone seen anyone cruelly treat or degrade a PUC? 8 of 8 replied
no. There have been rumorsof soldiers urinating on PUCs or spinning them in circles
until they get dizzy and fall down. We heard that THT uses loud music while they sleep.
Certain PUCs are not allowedblankets. One soldierwas ordered to take a blanket
away for an hour and to restrict their sleep.

Question #7 How do you treat PUCs or detainees? Good/Fair/Poor? 8 of 8 junior
enlisted soldiers felt that we treated detainees Good. They stated that the only time that
we didn't was during in processingwhen we yell and scream at them.

Question #8 How many people know what the 5 S's stand for? Search, Silence, ...._°
Segregate, Safeguard, and Speed to the rear?.Only 3 of 8 soldiers knew all of the 5 S's.
All of the individuals knew at least one of the words for the acronym.

Question #9 How do you safeguarda PUC againstpublic curiosity? In the PAA we
moved the PUC cage to the back. Initiallywe had the PUC cage forward and too many
civilians came over looking. Also, no one is allowed in the Detention Facilityexcept by
the $2.

Question#10 Has anyone ever taken a pictureof a PUC? 3 of 8 juniorenlisted
soldiersrepliedthattheyhaveseenpeopletakepicturesof PUCsfor personal
purposes.6 of 8 soldiersknewthattakinga photographof a PUC forpersonreasons
waswrong.

° .

Question#11 What wouldyoudoif youfounda PUCwithlargesumsof money? 7 of 8
Soldiersstatedthat theywouldcountand inventoryit. 1 of 8 saidthatmoneyis
eventuallyinventoried.All 8 Soldiersknewthatlargesumsof moneyis an intelligence•
indicator.
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SUBJECT: Inspector General Sensing Session,Task Force Geronimo, 1-501st
Parachute Infantry Regiment 29 Feb 04

Question #12 What is the rule for deadly for against a PUC in the event that they are
escaping? or 1 of 8 Soldiers knew that in

Idlers they wou :he
minimum amount _rcenecessaryto controlthe situation. All 8 of 8 soldiers stated
that they would yell Halt three times.

Question #13 How much sleep is a PUC allowedeach night. 4 of 7 Soldiers knew that
the PUC is allowed 4 hours in a 24-hour period.

Closing Comments from the soldiers.
We treatthe PUCs extremelywell. We takethemto pray. When it rainswe givethem
ourponchos.We mightbe too niceto them. Whenitstartedto snowwe tooktheminto
a mosque. 7 of 8 soldiersknowthattheyare supposedto repatriatethemwherethey
capturedthem andprovidethemfoodandwater. VillagesknowourTTP andthatwe
won'tdetainthem if theydon'ttalkto us. We havecaughtsomeofthemon raidsbefore :._
andthey knowthatwe onlyholdthemfor 72 hours.

3. Sensing Session Group 2 - NCOs. ThesecondsensingsessionwasforNCOs
the questionsandresponsesare as follows:

Question#1 Do youhavea unitSOPto take,handle,andcarefordetainees/PUCs?
6 of 7 NCOs repliedyes thattheyhadan SOP. 1 of 7 repliedNo.

Question#2 HowquicklydoyouhandoverPUCsto MPs?
All NCOs repliedthat it issupposedto bewithin72 hours.

Question#3 Is mistreatmentof a PUCan SIR? 7 of 7 NCOsrepliedyes andthat
.. whoever found out about it would initiate the SIR and the commanderwould initiate a

commander's inquiry.

Question #4 Did your unit train on Law of War prior to deployingor duringdeployment?
7 of 7 NCOs replied yes and that they had both handson tra!ning and classroom
instruction.
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Question #5 What do you use to track and account for captured personnel? Capture
Tags, Document it on a spreadsheet, PUC ID sheet, one document goes in the plastic
bag_ _

_estion #6 HOw do:you 'account for money taken from captured/detainecl personnel?
Same as with other items.

Question #7 What do you allow a captured/detained person to keep on their person?
Clothing on their persons if they had them.

Question #8 Does your SOP include the date of Capture, grid coordinates of capture,
and how the person was captured? 7 of 7 said it was in the SOP. 6 of 7 said they are
required to use an 8-digit grid coordinate.

Question #9 How do you prevent physical or mental torture or coercion of the detained
person? NCO supervision. PUC handling training. The officer and NCOs have
underwent PUC handling training 3-times since we have been here. The junior enlisted .,.,
have undergone PUC handling training twice since they have been in theater. _

Question #10 Ifa detained person refuses to answer your questioning can threaten the
Detainee? Can you insult the Detainee? 7 of 7 said No.

Question #11 Do you know whoyou could report violations of detainees or PUCs rights
to? Chain of command, IG, Chaplain, commander's open door policy, medics, and SJA.

Question #12 Has anyone ever witnessed anyone murder anyone? 7 of 7 NCOs
replied No.

Question #13 Have you ever seen anyone torture or beat anyone? 7 of 7 NCOs replied
No.

Question #15 Has anyone seen anyone cruelly treat or degrade a PUC? 7 of 7 NCOs
replied No.
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Question #16 How do you treat PUCs or detainees? Good/Fair/Poor? Treat them just
like a PUC. 5 of 7 felt that we were treating PUCs good. 2 of 7 felt that we were
treating PUCs fair

Question #17 How do you safeguard a PUC against public curiosity? Only people who
have a need are authorized access to the detention facility. We transport them in a
covered HMMWV and we will put soldiers next to them in an open vehicle."
We use the AMF to keep the crowd back when we are conducting operations. The AMF
Is looked at as a police force by the local population.

Question #18 Has anyone ever taken a picture of-a PUC? For $2 reporting only.

Question #19 What is the rule for deadly for against a PUC in the event that they are
escaping? 6 of 7 NCOs stated that deadly force was situationally dependent and
wouldn't shoot a PUC because they had intelligence value. They felt that you should
use the least amount of force possible. 2 of 7 NCOs felt that you only had to yell Halt
once. 5 of 7 NCOs felt that you only had to yell Halt twice.

..- -_;_'

Question #20 Do you leave detainees with Other Government Agencies or Afghan
Militia Forces? 6 of 7 NCOs stated that they wouldn't.

4. Sensing Session Group 3 - Officers. The last sensing session was for Officers,
the questions and responses are as follows:

Question #1 Do you have a unit SOP to take, handle, and care for detainees/PUCs?
7 of 7 Officers stated that they had an SOP.

Question #2 How quickly do you turn over detainees to MPs? Supposed to be 72
hours.

-. Question #3 Is mistreatment of a PUC an SIR? 6 of 7 officers replied yes.

Question #.4 Did your unit train on Law of War prior to deploying or during deployment?
7 of 7 Officers stated yes.
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Question #5 What do you useto trackand accountforcapturedpersonnel? Capture
tags recentlygotthe newonesthatare plasticcoated. We usedphotocopiedtags
beforethat andpropertyrecord. $3 andPUCNCOIC keepa spreadsheet.

Question#6 HOwdoyouaccountfor moneytakenfromcaptured/detainedpersonnel?
Goes on inventorysheetbytypeof money,whetherit is Pakistani,Afghani.,or us.

Question#7 What do youallowa captured/detainedpersonto keep ontheirperson?
Shawland headgear,clothes.We taketheirweaponsvestoff.

Question#8 Do youtag capturedor detainedpersonsortheirproperty?Doesthe
commandingofficerofthe capturingunitensurethatallprisonersofwarand retained
personswill,at the time of capture,be tagged?We usea Ziplocbag, AK47s are tagged
andwe markitas hiswitha shoetag.

Question#9 DoesyourSOPcoverthe 5 S's?Yes,sameSOPusedthroughoutthe 1-
501stBattalion. _

Question#10 DoesyourSOP includethedateof capture,gridcoordinatesof capture,
and howthe personwascaptured?Yes, it includesthe name,grid,circumstancesof
capture,we sketcha mapofthe Villageor compoundarea.

Question#11 Howdo youpreventphysicalormentaltortureor coercionof the detained
person? Supervise. Setthe example.Talk to theSoldiers. Mostlyeverythingisout in
the open. At nightwe haveNODs(NightObservationDevices)andwe cansee
everyone. We do PUC capturingrehearsalsandPUCtraining.We alsoconductAARs
afterthe missionand usethoroughdocumentation.

Question#12 Ifa detainedpersonrefusesto answeryourquestioningcanthreatenthe
Detainee? Can you insultthe Detainee?7 of 7 Officerssay Noto physicalharm. They

"" all statedthat youcouldtellthe Detaineethat hewasgoingon a helicopterride. Some
officersstatedthatthereare varyingdegreesof insult.6 of 7 officerssaidthatthey
wouldn'tinsultthe Detainee. 1 of 7 officerssaidhe.didn'tknow.

Question #13 Howdo youtake care of the prisonersbasicneedsfor food,water,
clothing,shelter,-andmedicaltreatment?We placethemina PAA (Positionof Area
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Artillery) after detainingthem on a mission. In the PAA there isa messtent and Trauma
life surgical team. We provide them Halalmeals forward,becausesometimes you bring
a PUC back 24 hours later. We provide them water and take them to the latrine. We
take our guidanceon what we can and can't do from the THT (Tactical HUMINTTeam).

Question #14 Do you keep detainees near fuel,ammo, or commo equipment? 7 of 7
officers replied No.

Question #15 Do you know who you could report violations of prisoners' rights to? All
Officers knew that they could report violations up their chain of command, the IG,
Chaplain, or SJA.

Question #16 Has anyone ever witnessed anyone murder anyone? 7 of 7 officers
replied No.

Question #17 Have you ever seen anyone tortureor beat anyone? 7 of 7 officers
replied No. ._

Question #18 Have you ever seen anyonedeprive a PUC of their 5 senses? If so, why
and for how long? 7 of 7 Officers replied Yes, To disorient the PUC, for intelligence,
an because it is in the SOP.

Question#19 Has anyone seenanyone cruellytreatordegradea PUC?7 of 7 officers
repliedNo.

Question#20 Howdoyoutreat PUCsor detainees?Good/Fair/Poor?7 of 7 officers
felt thattheytreateddetaineesGood.

Question#21 Howdoyousafeguarda PUCagainstpubliccuriosity?We placethem in
the PAA intheirownwiredin area andthe entirePAA is surroundedby anotherwire.
AMF keeppopulaceawayfromthe outerwireanddispersecrowds.

Question#22 Has anyoneever takena pictureof a PUC? 6 of 7 statedNo.
Photojournalisthave takenpicturesof detaineeshandsandof blindfoldedpersons.We
take photosfor processing.We don'ttakethemfor laughs.
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Question#23 What would you do if you found a PUC with large sums of money. It is
an intelligence indicator. $2 uses it to determine the value of a PUC. Everything is
based on the situation, not a dollar threshold.

Question #24 What is the rule for deadly for against a PUC in the event that they are
escaping? 4 of 7 officers knew the rule for dead!y tome against an escapin..g PUC.
They did state that there hasn't been any indication that Detainees are trying to escape
and that it hasn't been communicated to them by anyone.

Question #25 Do you leave detainees with Other Government Agencies or Afghan
Militia Forces? 7 of 7 NCOs stated that they wouldn't allow solo access of OGA. The
ODA sends detainees to the 501st. We send out interrogators to interrogate their PUCs.
We use our SOP on our prisoners and require OGA to use our soP as well. We have a
feeling that AMF will be hostile. We have 4 to 10 AMF soldiers with us on operations,
but they are best at crowd control.

5. Comments from officers. The 1-501stofficers recommended a MTr (Mobile Training
Team) conducting detainee training prior to deploying. They felt that it had to be by ...._°
someone who was stationed over here and that they would have to validate the whole
process. It needs to include AOR specific training. For example, we are dealing with
tribes, elders, and the father's name when we fill out an EPW tag.

5. Point of contact is the undersigned at DSN or
illlllllillmlllillil]

MAJ, IG
CJTF-180 Inspector General
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