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MEMORANDUM THRU

Commander, 173d Airborne Brigade, 4® Infantry Division Mechanized, Tikrit, Iraq

Commander, 319th AFAR, 173d Airborne Brigade, 4% Infantry Division (Mechanized), Tikrit,
Iraq

Commander, Delta Battery, 319th AFAR, 173d Airborne Brigade, 4th Infantry DlVlSlOIl
(Mechanized), Tikrit, Iraq

FOR Commander, 502d Personnel Service Battalion, 4th Infantry Division (Mechanized), Tikrit
Iraq

SUBJECT: Request for Discharge in Lieu of Trial by Court-Martial, SSG e
s Delta Battery, 319th AFAR, 173d Airborne Brigade, 4th Infantry Division (Mechanized),
Tikrit, Iraq

1. The Request for Discharge in Lieu of Trial by Court-Martial submitted by SSG s—
<« | Delia Battery, 319th AFAR, 173d Airborne Brigade, 4th Infantry Division .
(Mechanized), Tikrit, Iraq, UP AR 635-200, Chapter 10, is hereby APPROVED. '

2. I direct that SSG ' v be discharged from Military Service under the provisions of AR 635-
200, Chapter 10, and that his service be characterlzed as Under Other Than Honorable
Conditions.

3. The pending court-martial charges against SSG e w/ill be dismissed after SSG
receives his DD Form 214.

4. I direct that SSG <esmm be reduced to the lowest enlisted pay grade,’PVT (E-1) IAW 635-
200, paragraph 1-13.

5. SSG '« will not be transferred into the Individual Ready Reserve (IRR) as he clearly has
no potential for useful service under conditions of full mobilization. Transfer is not required
IAW AR 635-200, paragraph 1-35.

6. In accordance with AR 635-200, paragraph 1-20, if the soldier is a bonus recipient, unearned .
portions of any enlistment/reenlistment bonuses will be recouped.

7 I further direct that SSG* - “ be separated from the Army within five working days upon
return to CONUS.

Major General, USA

Commanding 069 S
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

United States Army Trial Defense Service
Fort Hood Field Office
Task Force Ironhorse
REPLY TO Police station Speicher, Iraq
ATTENTION OF
AFZE-JA-TDS . 4 October 2003

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, Taskforce Ironhorse 4th Infantry Division
(Mechamzed) Tiknt, Iraq

SUBJECT: Letter in Support of Discharge in Lieu of Trial by Court-Martial -- SSG
. . D Battery, 319th AFAR, 173rd Airbime Brigade, Irag

1. T'am writing this letter to help explain the circumstances that led to this entire
situation. Iam not writing this to excuse my actions but to shed some light on the day
that led up to the incident.

2. On 1 August 2003 a soldier in my unit, SPC ~ “Smm—m was killed by an RPG
round. All of us were upset and nervous about the death. The following day was
probably the worst day of my life. Early on 2 August 2003, some local Iragi’s brought a
dead body to our police station. They told us that they had fOUIld the man in the river and
that he had been strangled. Until this moment I had never seen a dead man before. The
sight of this was very upsetting. This first event of the moming set the mood for the day.

3. About an hour after the body was brought to the police station we had reports of some
Iraqi’s stealing pipes in town. We went to investigate the incident and actually found the
men. We detained fourteen men and began to transport them to our police station. As we
left we noticed that another car was following us. The two men in the car were with the
pipe stealers earlier. We had a few local Iragi police in the vehicle with us and they
began shooting at the car. We looked back at the car to see why they were shooting. We
saw that one of the men'in the car was holding a grenade. He was holding the grenade as
1f he were about to throw it at us. The driver of our vehicle stomped on the brakes and
this forced the car behind us to abruptly stop. We detained the two men and their
grenade. '

4. About thirty minutes after dropping these detainees at the police station we were made
aware of shots being fired at the market. We immediately left for the market area. The
two men that we found were local Kirkuk police and they were carrying AK-47’s. They
were not suppose to be carrying weapons outside of their city as that was the law. We
searched the men and found fuses and full magazines for the AK-47’s. We asked the
artillery guys about the fuses and were told that they were either mortar or RPG fuses.
We took them to the police station.

-.5.. By the time we amved to the police station all of our emotions 3 WeLe_hlgh_and WE WIS« eee oo e

all on the edge. We calied our commander and asked what to do with the two police that
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