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January 19, 2012 

Ms. Amy Miller 

lincoln Poilu Depirtment 
lam" Pesch.ng, (h,,1 01 PolIC' 

m 10Ulh 10lh 11 ... 1 
Uncoln, N.bruka 68\08 

MAYOR CHRIS BEUTLER 

l\CLU Ncbra,ka Foundation 
9-11 "0" Street, SUlle 706 
Lincoln. Ne (" 508 

Rc: Public Records Request: Cell Phone Trllcking 

Dear M , Miller, 

402-441 ·1204 
liIl: 402-441·8492 

hncoln.n •. g" 

This kttel is 111 regards to your !elfer dated Decelllber:D. 2(J II for publit: records tl1alnlall1~d by 
the Ci ty of Lincoln' , Police Depanillent. Thank you again for <1 11 011 ing the City 01' Lincoln Illore 
time to respond. In thi, request, you have nan'owed the A LU's origina l request l'or public 
records to three ' pecilic items. The following is the City'S rcsponse to each orlhe itellls: 

I . GilI' reqllesl asked/or statistics regardillg Iltejreqll(,lIc), with whiclt Lillcolll lracks cell 
pltallcs. Rallt er tit all COlllllillg lip lite ill\ 'eslig ltil'e/iles, if I\'fJIIld slI!fice if yo II lI'ere able 10 gil'e 
liS CIII e.llilllClle ofltoll/ ll lCllI), lillles per 1II01l11t Lillcolll ()illllillS cell pltOll1' localioll illfimllllli()lI, 
illelllrlillg bOiIt hisluric (l1Ic! rC'eil-lillle' recordl·. 

It is roughly estimated that the Lincoln Polic~ Dcpanillcill applie" lor search lIamllm, or 
other court orders lor historica l or rcal-tillle records frolll ce llular se rvice proViders betwcen 10-
15 tillles per yea r. Thesc arc Illore than likcly nonclllergency si lliations. The managcr orthe 
LlI1co ln Police Dcpartment's Service Desk. Cheri Marti , e timates that they facilitate requests l'or 
emergency "ping " approximately 10 times per month. The Lincoln Police Departlllent does not 
have a form l'or elllergency requests. Most cellular service providers have their own 1'011n .. 

, ome cellu lar service providers will provid\! the inforlllation alkr rece iving their lorm, but 
rCLJu lI'c lall cn lorcementto follow-up \\i th a cOLIn ol·der. Thus. a fc\\ oftlte search \lalTanlS 01 

CllLII1 order, referenced abo\ c may be Jo lio\\ -up, to an clllcrgenc) stlualllln. 

2. /l'e asked abolll policies, practices alld pl'ocedlll'es/i)1' lrockillg cell pliolles. Illhe Lillcolll 
Police Departlllellllias allY lell/plate/orIllS llilll o.ffice/'sflll 0111 10 obwill cell pluJllc recol'ds. 
eilliel' IllrOllgli llie COlIrl SYSlelll or 011 all elllergellcy basis. lI'e lI'oliid like a copy oIlhe 
lelllplateM: a blank or I'edacted salllple one is sufficiellt . 

The Lincoln Police Departlllent created the enclo. ed three templa tes: prescrvationl clfer. 
appl ication and affidavit l'or a court orde r. and u court order. These arc e.\alllpks or the broade.1 

~~--s I' ~j 

A nationally accredited Jaw ,nlomm,nt 'g,ncy t,.)1 
~"'· "'ft 
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request · made by law enforccment offic~rs to cellular service providers. Officers \I ill onen al ter 
th~sc t~mplate:, to rcduce the abou t of information reques ted. As discllssed abo\c. the Lincoln 
Polit:e Departl11en t does not havc it> oIVn 101111 for cmcrgenc) request>. Most cellular scn ice 
pro\ iders require a law cnlt)rccl11cnt oniccr" compktc and 'Igll thclr fOI11)s . Enclused \I ith this 
lener is a s<Imple form from a ce ll ular scn 'icc pro\ idcr. 

3. Fil/al~l', lI 'e asked ;peciflcal~) ' abolll Ihe lise olcell phol/e records 10 idell/i/i ' COlI/lIllIIlilies 0/ 

ili/eresl. to idell/if)' all of the cell pholles at a pan ic/llar locatiol/, alld also the lise 0/ "digifOl 
jt'lIces" (Iwlijic(l{io l/ I/ICI/ a pholle has el/ /ered a particlliar urea). (/'YOII wO/lld be willil/g I() 
.Ii/llp~\' cOl1ftrll/ lI 'helher al/Y oflhe.le lechl/iqlles or!! ill lise, lI'e CClIl '!';Ihdrall' lifOl pari 0/0111' 

relJueSI. 
The Lincoln Pol ice Dcpartment works with nllmerolls law enfurcement agencies. It I, 

posslbk Ihal anuther agency has lISCU a "uigllal fen c .. and Ihc Lineuln Police Dcpartmcnt 
provickd aSSI>l<Incc in <In arrest. Il o\\c"cr. thc Linco ln Puli ce Dcpartmcnt has notl11:1de lise of 
"uigital fences" in its inves tigations. 

If you havc any questions, please feel rree to contact me either by emai l tpcters(a lincoln.nc.l!ov 
or at 402-44 1-7200. 

cc: 
hief Pcschong, Lincol n Police Depal1l11cnt 

IVlarccc Brown lce, Ci lY Attorney's Oflkc 
.Jllan Rl"". ('i l} Clerk's OrJiL-<: 

- 2987 -




