Continuation of voluntary swom statement of -

" on August 25, 2005

gunners. They stay with the vehicles. | stayed with my vehicle andgglllly=s the driver so he
stayed as well. Once the vehicles were about 2 miles into the town we turned the vehicles around to
face back out of town. The Marines started searching the homes headed back out of town. The search
wasn’t an online search. It was just to sweep everything in the area and there were two groups on each
side of the street. The Engineer vehicle (my vehicle) and one of the weapons vehicle was sent to the
end of the zone we were there to search and set up a road block. It was towards the end of the search
- and we set up a road block facing North on River Road. We had been sitting there for about a half an
hour and 1 think at the time we thought that we heard a gunshot or two, but it was muffied so we
weren’t sure what had happened. About 5-10 minutes later it was passed over the radio, my
may have told me, that one of the Iragi’s in one of the homes had been killed (KIA). |
stayed in the turret the entire time. 1 could not see the house from my location. Ididn’t see
As a matter of fact, I can’t even tell you wh T
[ never saw the body, I didn’t see any pictures, [ don’t know that pictures were taken, I didn’t see
anyone assault any Iragi’s that day. Weapons platoon brought out lots of toys and stuffed animals to
give out to the kids. It wasa very pleasant mission without the shooting. I don’t remember a missio 5
debrief. Once we re-entered the wire we went into the lot and weapons went back to their stagmg are;
If there was a debrief we weren’t present for i Tuﬁfﬂ s [t T5]) RIGHNT L)€ THE S.6AT 3

Since the incident I have heard that there have been several investigations started about the mcxdent. 1
" have not been questioned by anyone else, nor have I given a statement regarding that day to anyone.
». From the time we thought we heard a shot and the tlme we left the town it was about 15-20 minutes. |
# - haven’t heard anything about the incident exce & suy was possibly the school master’s son and
;. thatheis somehow related to the am :

as we

Rdiscussed its contents. | have read and understand the above statement. | have been given the
oppomlmty to make any changes or correcuons 1 dmre to make and have placed I ttals over the

: Slgnatme ,
Swomn to and subscnbed before me this _Z2-D day of_&g%_&;i
Al-Rseet T =z Do .

Witnessed:

AUTH 'DERIVED YROM ARTICLE 136,
UCMJ (10 US.C. 936) AND 5 U.S.C. 303
. . Page 2 of 2 . -
NCIS $580V26 {1/72001) S (Formerly NCISFORM 016/04-81)

19663 . @@LQ



U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION 25AUG05

CONTROL: 10AUGGS5-MEBJ-0533-7HMA

V/SUMAIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV
M/W/FNIZ/N///IRAQ

resurts or rnterview of (NN

1. on 25Aug05,— was interviewed regarding the 3/235
Lima Company mission on 25Jun{5 that resulted in V/SUMAIDAIE's death.
' reported that he was the driver of a High Mobility Multi-
Wheeled vehicle (HMMWV), Light Vehiele 3, and was assigned to provide
gecurity to the north of the cordon and knock mission:d said
he did not witness any portion of the house-to-house actions on the
mission, as he remained in his wvehicle watching nortWar river

road in the vicinity of Dam Village, Haditha, Iragq. stated
was agssigned as vehicle commander, a Marine he can't recall
was the turret gunner, and he believed there were 2 or 3 Izagi
soldz.ers assigned with the vehicle that day.

reported he first heard about the shoot:mg of V/SUMAIDAIE
recalled the mission was supposed to terminate at .
0, and at about 15 minutes after the hour he '

what was taking so . R relate
had shot an Iragi.’ said he doesn't know

. was at the incident house, whether heard about
‘the 1nc1dent directly from someone, or whether heard about it

.:"'on a personal radlo._stated-had no further information.

3 canveyed each m.i.ssian has F brief and debrief, but he does
not specifically remember the 25Jun05 brief or debrief. —saxd
*or_would have given the brief and debrief.

8 | reported he knows (NN --- G -

considers them all to be highly professional servicemembers and
outstanding people. relatet-:.s one of his best friends.
said he has not discussed spacifics about the 25JunQ5
shooting with but they have talked about ho is doing
regarding the shooting. .

Sqated that a few days after the incident, he was
tasked by to provide a statement regarding his role on the
25Jun05 mission, and whether he was aware of the existence of any
relevant photogz;aphs.— said he was not aware of photagraphs,
and he detailed that fact as well as his role as a driver in a

statement. said he turned the statement in t

2
from
either 1100 or 12
" jokingly asked

6. _conveyed he was aware that command, battalion, and
regiment-level inquiries were made concerning V/SUMAIDAIE's death,
but he was never questioned other than as previously noted.
reported stated at a meeting that an investigation into the
shooting was underway, and that those questioned should answer
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questions fully and truthfully.
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

INVESTIGATIVE ACTICN 25AUG05

CONTROL: 10AUGOS5-MEBJ-0533~7HMA

V/SUMAIDALIE, MOHAMMED/CIV
M/W/FNIZ/N///IRAQ

RESULTS OF INTERVIEW - —

1. On 25Aug0d5, Reporting Agent (RA) interviewed

USMC, regarding his knowledge of the circumstances
surrounding the shooting death of V/SUMAIDAIE on 25Jun05. On that
date, was the 5-3 in the Command Operations
Center (COC), who took the radio call from (N who was at the
incident scene.

2. stated he has received dozens of incldent reports from the
field, however not very many fatalities. When they get a radio call
from the field, there is a clerk who takes down the information, and
the first report is always messed up, therefore they usually call the
patrol into the COC upon their return to go over the facts. On
25Junos5, remembered the call when it came in and he always
asks if there are any casualties and any of them Marines. On that
date the answer was yes to casualties, no Marines, however one
Military-Aged Male (MAM]) killed from a gunshot wound to the neck.

3. - stated he asked the Radio Clerk for more details, however
he.didn't know, S0 . specifically asked for the

to get on the radio. _:Lndlcated he
personally spoke. to i who related they were on a Cordon and
Knock (C&K) misgion and they asked several: women and children to
gather outside the house. The Marines asked if anyone was left in
the house, and their response was "No". The team entered the house
and began clearing the rooms. When the lead Marine rounded a corner
into a room, he saw a MAM with a leveled weapon, and the Marine shot
the MAM in the neck, killing him. @ indicated he did not know if
it was a real AK-47, but mentioned something about a celebration
weapon that fires blanks. dtold him he didn't care at the time
what type of weabon it was. He stated he would get better details
later.

4. W incicated he generates the spot report, which then goes up
to the Regimental Watch Officer who generates another report, which
goes up to Division. It was initially passed up the chain as a
ceremonial weapoft, however-l stdted he heard later it was a real
weapon, which could fire live rounds. stated he instructed
to come to the COC upon his return to bagse, however the
Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps was on station when they
returned and they had to attend an All-Hands formation to meet him.
At the conclusion of the all-hands formation,{ I} stated he still
had to track down, and called for him three additional times
before he finally showed up. stated it took approximately
five or aix hours after return to the Dam, before he was
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debriefed.

5. inally arrived at the COC, his Platoon Commander,
accompanied him. WNone of the other Platoon members
were present. - provided the same information he passed over the
radio with very little additions. S indicated he accompanied
ano*to the Intel Brief, and that was the first time he
saw the AK-47, and noticed it had a silver tip in the barrel, almost
like a flash suppressor, or muzzle converslon for a different size
round. The hole in the silver tip looked small like for a .22 round.

6. QY s:2ted he used to be a Platoon Commander and has
participated in many C&K missions. As far as he could tell, the
Patrol followed their tactics and protocol for this type of mission
by removing the family from the house, asking for weapons or
additional people, and if weapons, having an elder show them where
the weapons are. In this case, the family told them there were no
weapons, sdo there was no need for an escort. also indicated,
on the date of the incident, the surrounding neighborhoods around the.
Dam were friendly towards Marines and tHere was a lot of interaction
betweeri the Marines and the community.

7. -Regarding the lack of photographs of the shooting incident,
istated each squad is issued a camera and the Squad Leaders
knéw to take photos of anything significant they find while
cohducting patrols. There is a General Order not to take photographs
. off detainees or dead Iragis with their personal cameras, however to
document an incident, they know to use the squad issued camera.
was asked if he speclfically requested photos of the shooting

. .scéne, and he indicated he probably did. &stated on a scale of
“1= he is about 8-9, sure that he requested photos of the shooting
scéna. He indicated, it is just Standard Operating Procedures.
- further explained S-2 {Intel) would normally get the photos,
sd he did not expect them at the COC debrief, but expected them to be
presented at the 5-2 debrief afterwards. finally said he
can't think of a reason why {JJifwould not have photos taken and
can' t explam why none were taken.

8. —stated he had heard somewhere that the victim was taking
the Marines to the weapon, but does nob know if that version came
from the family or the Marines. {Jjstated when he saw that
mm the newspapers; he thought there was a leak somewhere.
1so stated he had heard somewhere the victim was an
insurgent, but again does not know where he heard it. had no
additional information pertinent to this investlgation. '
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

INVESTIGATIVE ACTICN 25AUGO05

CONTROL: 10AUGO5-MEBJ-0533-7HMA

V/SUMAIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV
M/W/FNIZ/N///IRAQ

resurrs of Tnrervied - (RN
1. On 25Aug05, Reporting agent {RA) interviewed (I EEEEEGENGGEN

USMC, regarding his knowledge of the circumstances surrounding
the shooting death of V/SUMAIDAIE on 25Jun05. On that date,
stated he was the $-3 assigned to the Command
Operations Center (COC}, when the radiec call came in fr
the platoon leader at the scene.

2.qstated he was not in the COC at the time of the call, but

was notified later by{ ]Il re indicated after hearing about
the shooting, he specifically asked for the _
— as soon as they returned to the Dam. gtated he wanted

statements from the patrol members upon their return, and he woul
turn them over to the Lima Company Commanding officer,

{nfi). stated he wanted to make sure everything was
documented. The gpot report was then generated and sent to Regiment.

3..'-stated the information he received, was people were cleared
from the house, the Marines entered the house, there was still a
Military-Aged Male (MAM} in the house, who had an AK-47 and he was
shot.'ast.ated the COC normally does not get a debrief, even for
an-incident such as this, but that $§-2 (Intel) normally holds the
ebrief to see if any Intell.lgence was gathered during the patrol,
guch as trends, routes, or any insurgent activity. The only reason
the COC would be debriefed, would be to gather additional info for
stated the S-2 Marines at that time were

the spot report. -
- .- —

4. —stated as “he was instrumental in conducting
these CiK missions, and pushing patrols throughout the area, for the
purposes of getting Intel on Point of Origin sites for mortar rounds
received at the Dam. There was also a secondary mission to recover
some Texas Barriers placed at a local school, which could be used at
their firm bases in Hit. {J stated the Marines learned their
tactics for C&K Mission from the Division Handbook, which was trained
in 29 Palms prior to deployment. —stated the Battalion had
never conducted CgK misgsicons prior to deploying, therefore, the
training at 29 Palms was the first time most of the Battalion had
seen this type of training. -

5. Pfurther stated Lima Company has had the most interaction
with the local Iragis ocut of any other Company in the Battalien, and
they are very capable and professional during these missions. Even
during raids or high value targets, where the Marines isolate men and
woman and search indivi'duals, they still perform their jobs well, and

FOR OFFICIAL US NLY S WARNING

Page 1

mmvnmmaummmmmumnzm
HERETO, CONTENTE MAY NOT BE DAECLOSED TO THE PARTY (i) CONGERNGED WITHOUT SPESRIC
AUTHOHIZATION FROM THE MAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIOATNVE SERVICE. . . . _ . _ - .- :'::_gﬂ- .

-

19669 .EXHIBI




10AUGO5-MEBJ-0533~7

SUBJ: V/SUMAIDAIE, MOMEPMED/CIV
U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

are very professional. {jstated the Iraqi families are entitled
to one weapon and 50 rounds per aduit in the house, whether male or
female, therefore there is no reason for the families to think the
Marines would take their only means of security. (i stated in his
experience, Marines generally don't go into neighborhoods with malice
intent.-provided no additional information pertinent to this
investigatien.
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION 25AUGO5

CONTROL: 10ADGO5-MEBJ-0533-THMA

V/SUMAIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV
M/W/FNIZ/N///IRRQ

RESULTS OF INTERVIEW - —

1. on 253uq05, Reporting Agent (RA) interviewed

*USMC; regarding the shooting death of V/SUMAIDAIE, shot and
led by U.S. Marines on 25Jun05, during a Cordon and Knock (C&K)

mission south of Haditha Dam, Iz.-stated he first met
the Marine whe shot V/SUMAIDA'IE, at training in. 29 Palms, CA
prior to deployment, and he seemed to be a quiet, but a good kid. He
was also @ good Marine, and even though he is young, has caught
situations that others had missed, for example propar escalation of
force issues, where Iraqgis have approached their patrol, and—
was the first to see them, and utilized the proper procedures to warn
them. -

2. -stated he is a member of Weapons Platoon, however he did not
participate in the C&K mission on 25Jun05. He was on the mission
. manifest, however he had just returned to the Dam that day from Al
.Asad, and missed the movement. When the Platoon returned to the Dam,
~he first saw ho told him about.the incident. -told him
entered a back bedroom, saw a Military-Aged Male holding an RK-
147 and he shot him, was the next person he saw at the
Dam, who told him, "I can't believe how ‘stupid these people are";
referrmg to the Iraqi famly and how they lied to the Marines and it
g‘got someone k:.lled. h tated the Marines know enough Arabic
4 JQDmands to ask for weapona‘and people in the house, so there was no '
cway the Famzly did r_xot know what the Marines were asking of them. He
i gave examples like, "Laz um Fetchek", which means, "search house"
-  Also, "indek Sia%, which means, "Any Weapons°" or they will smply
ask for Kalashnikovs, the brand name of the AK-47, which most Iraqis
are familiar with. stated 1f_the Iragis say La, they are saying
no, and if they say EE, that means yes in Arabic. '

3. ¢l stated he next saw_-come into the billeting area, and
he looked pretty shaken up. He stated he didn't want to talk about
the incident, but told hé walked into a room, and a guy was
holdJ.ng an AK-47, indicated the Army Investigation alsoc shook
up -because that was the first time during this ordeal that he
was read his rights. st:ated- told him, "Not only do I have
to worry about saving my life, but now I have to worry about savmg
my freedom®.

4. Regard:-ng the inc:.dent,-indicated it is SOP to take photos
of an incident guch as this. When he served in Al Qaim,
their Commanding Officer said, take photos of all dead bodies, but
his CO in Haditha has a different pol;cy on the issue. He said

is more about the hearts and minds of the lragis.
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stated th- would rather press an attack on a house and risk US

lives, rather than pull back, call in Tanks and Air and destroy the
house, and any innocents inside. {JJifiEontinued .~Jt:r=\t:ing,dl has
never talked to their unit on a personal level, and that means a lot

to them regarding having their command support their efforts, even in
something like this shooting incident.

5. - stated he has never heard about any photos being taken, and
it is unlikely they were taken, because normally they will be shown
throughout the Platoon. He never saw or heard anything about photos,
so_chances are none were taken. He also stated, anyone who knows
ould not believe he would shoot someone intentionally, unless
he was defending his life. rovided no additional information,
pertinent to this investigation.
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION 27A0G05

CONTROL: 10AUGO5-MEBJ-0533-7HMA

V/SUMAIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV
M/W/FNIZ/N///IRRQ

resuLts of INTERVIEW - (NN
1_.

On_25Aug05, Reporting Agent (RA) questioned—
S vsicR. concerning the death of V/SUMAIDAIE on 25Jun05. As
background, V/SUMATDAIE was shot and killed inside his parent's

residence by a rine who was participating in a search of the
residence. was identified as having been assigned tec the

Marine patrol involved in the search of the residence.

2. —related he was assigned as the driver for the lead
vehicle of the patrol, which he stated was a hardback HMMWV.
related the other Marines assigned to ride in his vehicle

wercii {(Vehicle Commander) (Gunner) anc{ NN

{Dismount} .

3. —related the primary mission of the patrol that day was
- to conduct a sweep of houses located in a section of South Dam
Village. ﬁcould not recall the specific "Northings", that
ddentified the area searched but recalled the area they had to search
‘yas about a "Click"™ (Kilometer) in length. related upon
completion of the primary mission, the patrol was to link up at a
‘specific location so that Marine Engineecs could examine "Jersey
JBarriers” at an old voting station in the town. Upon completion of -
- that mission, the Marines were to return to Haditha Dam. .

-3 —stated he recalleqd the shooting incident occurred
‘towards the end of the lst phase of the mission, which was the sweep
of houses. _said he was at his vehicle at the time and did
. not hear any gunshots. recalled his vehicle was located on
" River Road facing North and his vehicle was experiencing mechanjcal
(fuel 1njector) problems and he was trymg to fix it. H
stated he believed he was about 75 meters away from the house where
the shooting occurred and was not physically in a position to see or
hear what was happening at the house.

5. related he had a camera in his vehicle that day and
acknowledged it was his own perscnal camera. Howsver,
stated the camera had been broken for approximately 3 months and that
it remained on the dashboard of the vehicle during that time.
explained that the automatic lens cover was damaged and
would not’ open and as a result the camera lens could not extend.
stated that when the camera was turned on, it would power
up but would immediately turn off, —stated the LED display
on the back of the camera would stay on and he did not think the.
camera would stay on long enough for the flash to work.
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6. —s’tated that at some point while stationary on the
patrol, a Marine from the patrol came and took his camera from his
vehiclE; stated he did not see who took the camera and
believed this occurred when he was cutside his vehicle looking inside

the engine compgrtment trying to assess the mechanical problems his
vehicle was having. “stated that (R acrived at

vehicle and returned the camera to¢ him prior to them

leaving River Read. :
7. _ related he has two memory cards for his camera but does c

not believe either of the cards were inside the camera that day.
stated his camera had an internal memory card built into
the camera that was capable of storing a few pictures and related he
believed he might have pictures stored on the internal memory that he
took 'upon first arriving at Haditha Dam in March05,
related his camera and memory cards were presently located-at Haditha
Dam and aqreed to keep the’ era and memory cards in a safe place
for futuré examination. & believed the brand of his camera
was Nikoen, = -

8. as unaware if any other Mar:.nes had cameras on the

. patroel ‘or if any other cameras were utilized to take pictures,

stal-ed he has not personally seen any pictures of the scene
: and did not krlow if pictures were eetually taken.

9. related he had prov:.ded two statements regarding this
investigation. He related the first statement pertained to the issue
of the existence of pictures. tated that he was told by

% ,*to write a statement about the picture issue.
4§ - skated. to Ius knowledqe. all the Marines assgi ed to LJ.ght Sect:.on
: ad been d:.rected by hJ.gher
authorlty to have the statements completed 'stated he
phys:.cally handed hlS statement along with state.ments submitted to
him by other Marines o G said the logical step would
have béen for to turn the statements int or
put: did not know for. certain if this had been done.
stated he wrote and ‘submitted his statement to- while
at Forward Operatlng Base (FOB) Hit. drelated the second
statement was’ prov:.ded to the Army Colonel from NMCI who conducted an
J.nvestxgation. ;

“ted he has not peisonally spoken tP
or regarding the specifjic details of the shooting and
said he had ‘not direct kngwledge of what ocdurred in the house as he
did not witneos anything.

e

11. related he has participated in between 5-10 Cordon ‘and
Knock operat:.ons where he has assisted in physically searching the
houses. related from his experience, it was normal’
procedure to separate the family members by gender and to normally
address questions t¢ the head of household or eidest male adult

present. S elated the two basm questions asked were if
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.there were weapons or other pecple present in the house. —
related of the family indicated there were weapons in the house, the
Maripnes would have the head of household or eldest male take them to
the weapon and point out its location. If the family did not
disciose the presence of weapons or additional persons, the Marines
would split up into teams and the head of household or eldest male
would normally remain with the senior Marine present in the house.

12, No addition lev information was obtained from the
questioning of o

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

EMPLOYMENT: WEAPONS PLT, L €O, 3DBN, 25THMAR, 4THMARDIV
SSN: ’

o) H

POB:
RESIDENCE:
OTHER:

REPORTED BY: SPECIAL AGENT
QEFICE: . NC1S, AL ASAD AIRBASE, IZ

1

FOR OFFICIAL U NLY WARNING

T RO DM

Page 3 -szNY prms— vmvmmm '

i {EGTION
DUTIES REQUIRE

HERETD CONTENTY MAY NOT BE DISGZ00ED TO THE PARTYIR) CONCERNED WITHOUT SPECTRG

AUTHORIZATION FROS THE RAVAL CRAMNAL INVESTIOATIVE SERVICE

19675

!




. )

[
P
. . r

STATEMENT

Place: Naval Criminal Investigative Service, Bldg 104, Al Asad Airbase, Irnq |
Date: 26Aug05

.- make the following free and voluntary statement to Special Agentifiii}
whom ] know to be a representative of the United States Naval Criminal
{nvmgauve Service. I make this statemeat of my own free will and without any threats made against
me or promises extended. | fully undersland that this statement is given coneemmg my lmowledge of N

- For purposes of identification, f am a-current!y assigned to H&S Company 3/25, which is

forward deployed to Haditha Dam, iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. My social secuti
. my date of birth iwyplmofbiﬂh‘ I am
aod@air. G

number i _
inches tall and @fbunds, witiiiliyes

‘n 25Jun05 1 was involved with a Cordon and Knock operation in Dam Vxllie in the north section of

Haditha with Lima Co weapons platoon. Prior to departing for the missio acting platoon
commander for the mission, gave a pre-opcramn brief. During this brie ed a follow on
mission had been added to the day’s mission. I believe there were two additional Marines; one wasfij}
'who was added for the follow on mission. After cordon and knock operations Lima Co
weapons platoon along wi to observe a school in Dam Village with large

concrete barriers. These barriers were to be used for defensive barriers at a different 325 location. {JJ}
as to take pictures of these barriers for their use as a defense. (R

r departing for the cordon and knock operation we went thrbugb dam village for our designated
hour to an hour and a half time frame for clearing houses. My mission during this operation was to
talk to the Jocal population and gather atmospherics and any other intelligence of value from the city. I
received a radio transmission fro t HET was required at his position. At that time I was

located across the st na different residence. Upon‘arriving t position he debriefed me
- on the incident that ] ated that the incident was that one [ragi male was shot with

one 556 round. tated that the Marines were going to search the home and they had pulled
alf the ﬁnmly members out of the house prior to searching it. Family members assured the house was
empty prior to any Marines entering the home, During this time I remem: elling his

Marines, [ don't recall who, to take photographs of the site. [ remember h:m stating that he wanted

pictures of the AK-47, the position of the MAM lying in the room, and a picture of the AK-47 and the

MAM deplctmg the way the MAM fell with the weapon in his hand.

‘Aﬂer 1 teﬂ— went to the residence where the family members were sitting outside. On the
table outside the house laid one AK-47, green and black in color. The AK-47 was clean (blood free). 1
told the Marines that were standing in the area (o go get the magazine that belonged with the weapon.
They went to a vehicle and brought back four magazines. One magazine was full of 762 ammo and the
other three were completely empty. None of the Marines knew exactly which magazine came out of
the weapon. They didn’t know where the magazines came from. All the magazines seized during that
day were together in the humvee. Afier looking at the AK-47 that is when [ went into the residence
with my interprete At this time { debrief; to the
events that took place. Theystatedpnortoseamhmgﬂushomﬂzeypu!ledallo ts from
the home and staged them in the W The Marines proceeded inside the resndence to clear the
house and conduct their re the first two in the house. Upon (i
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as clearing the first bedroom on the left, Marines engaged one male tuming towards them with an AK-47
in his hands. After one shot was fired from {JJJlthe Iraqi fell to the ground face down. At that
nme—uwtructe kick the weapon away from the individual. Once the
Marines knew that the individual posed no harm they picked up the weapon and 'cleared it condition 4.
(No magazine inserted, and no round in the chamber). @l

@R v/l | was talking (@M< was shaking and staring into nothing. He had a hard time
answering questions and recalling exact details. He couldn’t tell me if there was a round in the
chamber, He said that he remembered picking up the weapon and pulling out the magazine and pulling
the charging bandle back to make sure there was no round in the chamber. 1 told him, and reassured
him many times that he did the right thing and that anyone else in his shoes would have done the same
thing. I also told him that he had nothing to worry about and that it was a clean legit shoot. (Il

@l After entering the room I saw one Iraqi male laying chest down. Iremember his left hand being.
extended straight down in parallel with his left leg. The Marines stated that that weapon was in his left
hand. The pool of blood from the single gunshot wound to the neck exiended all the way down past
his left hand. : There was a-ln the room and 1 asked him if he could tell me where the
entrance wound was. nded with his opinion being the entrance wound location
was the right side of the neck. This correlated with the Marine’s story of the MAM tummg around
with the weapon in hand and his posmon lying on the ground. (N - ' :

‘ After I left the house | met with the family in the courtyard Utilizing the interpreter, [ asked the
estions regarding who else was inside the residence. She responded by saying that no one

-+ was in the residence, [ asked if her entire family, from the home, was outside with her. She responded

+  with yes. Iused repeat and control questions. That means [ asked her the same questiouns 4 different
ways to make sure [ was getting a consistent response.. All answers indicated that no one was in the
residence, T questioned her about the AK-47 in regards to whom it belonged to and where it came
from. She responded that it belonged to her husband who was the principle of a school in the town and
was given to him by the Ministry of Education. She went on to add that the weapon was a ceremonial
AK-47 and that only Blank rounds could be fired from it. The weapon was passed on from principal to
principal over the years. After th{llassured me there was no one else in the house and the

mfonmnon regardmg the AK-47, | then went to talk lo-

as on the radlo with the cominand as 1 approached. 1 pas I the information [ _
had obunned regarding the weapon (from thefJlllF description). He e info to the
command and asked for what else they needed so that we could leave the house. Dunng his
conversation with the command I recall a silver digital camera sitting on the dashboard area of the
Humvee. 1 recall picking up the camera, holding the camera and seeing 4 pictures. The pictures were
of the images that requested earlier. This incident took place two months prior to this
day and I have been questioning myself whether I actually saw 4 pictures or if I only recall whatillilif.
*equested pictures of, because I scem 1o be the only one who has seen these pictures. 1 was not
in the residénce the entire time and there were other Marines present on that operation who possessed
digital cameras. The pictures [ do recall seeing are, one of an AK-47 (green and black in color), one
picture of the room with the position of the MAM lying in the room, one picture of a close up of the
MAM lying in the room, and one picture of the AK-47 next to the left hand of the MAM. Normally [
would have taken pictures, however I dld not becnuse I believed the plctures were taken by Lima Co

weapons p!atoon. -
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W The Battalion needed nothing else from us at that position and instructed us to follow on with our next
mission. We had everyone leave the house to stage in their vehicles and get ready to depart. Isaw the
AK-47 on the back of a humvee on the trunk area; I believe it was Humvee. The AK-47
had blood on it. I noticed this because when I had seen it outside the first time thére was no blood on
it. Myself, my interpreter, and approximately four other Marines pulled ’ﬁ'om the courtyard
to the road to speak with her in private. I asked her if she had any other sons then the ones in the
courtyard. She stated that she did. 1 asked how old and she stated he was 21 years old. 1asked her
where he was and she said he was in the house with the Marines. I responded by saying that she had
assured me that the house was completely empty and all family members were with he in the courtyard
outside the residence. She said that her son was showing the Marines through the house. I said that
she had told the Marines that the house was enipty before they went inside. She again said that it was.
[ said that the Marines did not know that anyone else was, in the house and that is when I asked if she
tecalled hearing the single gunshot fire from inside the house. She said that she did hear it, but she"
didn’t know what it was from. I stated that there was someone else in the house and that the single
shot she had heard was from a Marine’s rifle. I told her that her son had been hit by that round and
with no emotion she asked if he was dead. When I nodded my head up and down and replied yes that
is when she begari screaming, clawing her face, and tearing off her outer clothing. I tried to talk to her

-~ for about 30 seconds with no luck. People started coming from outside the houses in the neighborhood
and they were starting to gather around. We knew that we weren't in a safe posztlon on the side of the
road. We got into our vehlcles and departed for the second part of our mission. —

This statement was prepared for me by Special Agent (MY 2s we discussed its contents.
No threats or promises have been made to me. This statement consists of thisand _Z _ other page(s).
# I have read and understood the above statement. I have been given the oppartunity to / to make any .
<+ changes or corrections I desired, and have placed my initials over the changes or con'ecuons This -
e statement is the truth, to the best of my knowledge, recollection and belief. ‘-

Swon 1o and subscribed before me, this_ 20 o= day of Rucms-( | Jmtheyearf;bDS' at
A zﬂdﬂ ﬁwn&-ﬂ& m _ L T

(10 U.S.€. 936)and 5 U.S.C. 303
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION 27AUGO5
CONTROL: 10AUGOS5-MEBJ-0533-7HMA

V/SUMAIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV -
M/W/FNIZ/N///IRAQ

resuLrs of Intervizw - (NG

1. ©On Z28Rug0b, Reporting Agent (RA} gquestiecned

USN, to determine if he had any knowledge concerning the
death of V/SUMAIDAIE, who was shot and killed by a U.3. Marine on
25Jun05, during a search of V/SUMAIDAIE's parent's residence in
Haditha, IZ.

2. QIR -=12ted he is assigned as tHJNERR for weapons

Platoon's Light Section and said he should have been on the 25Jun05
Cordon and Knock patrol but that he was at Al Asad Airbase that day
for a dental appointment. —related that— who
normally supports Weapons Platoon's Heavy Section, was borrowed to
support Light Section's mission that day.

3. related he has not persocnally spoken to—
or about the details of the shooting but acknowledged
) :-‘ ' from other Marines in the unit about what happened.
“_ aid he heard that "They (The Marines) were searching the
.house, the guy (V/SUMAIDAIE} was back there with a rifle and they
shot him". related that no one in the unit had ever told -
’him a dxfferent acecount of how the shooting occurred and when
;spec:.flcally asked if anyone ever told him the "guy" had beea

e€scorting the Marines to'a weapon when he was shot,— replied
llNo N D

— had no knowledge of pictures of the scene being taken
and related ‘he has never seen any pictures of the scens.

5. —related he has participated in Cordon and Knock
operat:_pns before and related the normal procedure is to gather the
‘into one room and ask if there are any weapons in the house.

said the Arabi rase for this question was (Phonetic
spelling) "In-dex-la" stated if the family acknowledged

that there were weapons in the residence, the Marines would have a

family member escort them to the weapon. explained if the
family members said there were no weapons in the house, the Marines
would begin searching. stated that sometimes the head of

the household would stay with senior Marine present in the house in
case the Marines had questions or needed his assistance with
unlocking doors or cabinets. — stated "We don't like having
family members with us when we do the search because we don't want
them to See how we do our searches".

6.— related he normally assisted in watching the family
members while the Marines conducted the house search. No additional
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION 27AUGOS5

CONTROL: 10AUGO5-MEBJ-0533-7HMA

V/SUMAIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV
M/W/FNIZ/N///IRAQ

RESULTS OF INTERVIEW'_

1. On 26Aug05, Reporting Agent {RA) questione

P USNR, to determine if he had any knowledge regarding. the
eath of V/SUMAIDAIE. As background, V/SUMAIDAIE was shot and killed

on 25Jun05, by a U.5. Marine who was participating in a search of the

victim's parent's residence.

related he is assigned to HQ Company and his billet is
_ ‘ of the Navy Corpsman assigned to
Lima Company, 3dBn; 25th Marines. statech is one
of his Corpsman but that (ilillll~as assigned to Weapons Platoon.
| explained that althoughifze11s voder QNN o
administrative purposes (ie: pay issues, promotions, etc.),
‘was under the operation control of Weapons Platoon and reported and i
worked with those Marines on a daily basis. |
: ‘ : i

3. -'stated he has never personally discussed the details of
the shooting with and explained he was not aware that

was a witness to the shooting incident until the second or
:{;h;rd command 1nvest1gauon in July05.

4. - related he had no direct knowledge concerning the
- shooting incide' "_and prowded no: addit:.onal mformation relevant to
this:’ investlgatl S .

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

EMPLOYMENT: HQ PLT, L CO, 3DBN, 25THMAR, 4THMARDIV
SSN:
DOB:
- POB: _
RESIDENCE: Y
OTHER:

REPORTED BY:

SPECIAL AGENT ' 6

OFFICE: RCIS, AL ASAD ARIRBASE, IZ
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION 27AUGOS
CONTROL: 10AUG05-MEBJ-0533~-7HMA

V/SUMATDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV
M/W/ENIZ/N///IRAQ

1. 27Aug05, ‘Reporting Agent {RA) interviewed
USN, regarding the shooting death of V/SUMAIDAIE, killed by

U.S. Marines on 25Jun05, during a Cordon and Knock (C&K) mission
south of Camp Haditha Dam, I2.

2. WP stated he did not participate in the 25Jun05, CsK mission
in South Dam City, however he has participated in more than 10
Operations and over 100 patrols in and around that area since
arriving in country. He related normally there are two Corpsmen per
mission and he is normally attached to a squad, which enters a house
during the search. explained the differences between a
Cordon and Knock, a Cordon and Search, and a Raid or High Value
Target. It centers mostly on the aggressive posture assumed by the
Marines when entering a house, the CiK being the least aggresaive.

3. r-explained normally if there were a weapon in the house,
an elder in the house would escort the Marines to the weapon, while
the rest of the family remained in a neutral area. The Iragis are
allowed one AK per household, one magazine per AK, and they are not
dllowed to carry them outside. '

4. —stated he met at thexr parent station in
- Great Lakes, IL and they work together at the Fisher Clinic on base.

They also trained together in 29 Palms, and here at the Dam.
*worked initially in the Battalion Aid Station at the Dam,
hdwever was moved to Weapons Company when they had a need for another
Corpsman. ' experienced the loss of his best friend,

another Corpsman, shortly thereafter, but has persevered.

5. - :..ﬁdicatec_ has not talked to him about the

shooting incident of 25Jun, however he has heard other people talking
about it. He stated he has overheard conversations, but mostly tHat
shot an insurgent after he pulled an AKX on him. He stated
he heard no other version of the incident. -did not provide
any additional information pertinent to this investigation.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

EMPLOYMENT : D PLT, L CO. 30BN, 25THMAR, 4THMARDIV

85N:

DOB:

POB:

RESIDENCE:
HOME ;

OTHER:
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
INVESTIGATIVE ACTION 27TAUGRS

CONTROL: 10AUG05-MEBJ-0533-7HMA

V/SUMAIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV
M/W/FNIZ/W///IRAQ

resyrs oF INTERVIEW ~ (N
1. On 27Aug05, Reporting Agent (RA) questioned N NGENGEGNGN

USNR, to determine if he had any relevant information _
regarding the death of V/SUMAIDAI, who was shot and killed by a U.S.
Marine on 25Jun05, during a search of V/SUMATIDAIE's parent's

residence.
2. -related he has been in Iraq since March 2005 and has been
assjgned to Lima Company the entire time. stated he was.

initially assigned to HQ Company where he served at the

of all the Corpsman assigned to Lima Company.

‘related that when *was promoted he became the

senmr Corpsman in the Company and took over the job as LPO.
- ed he was then assigned to support 3d Platoon in July 2005.
&stated he has only been on one patrol with Weapons Platoon,
which took place in Hit, Iraq. istated he kriows the names and
faces of the Marines in Weapons Platoon but is not a close friend of
-anyane withir the platoon.

3. WHR :zolated he had no direct knowledge of the shooting of
‘V/SUMAIDAIE. —stated it was not until July05, when he first
‘heard of an investigation about a shooting. ﬁstated he heard
N was .involveéd in. the shooting but did not know any other
details. When asked if he knew _ - replied that he
did. When asked if he was aware thatf ‘ wag involved in the
shooting incident; replied that he kne was assigned
to Weapons Platoon but did not know he was involved in lihe shooting.
further stated he has not seen since they were
conductmg operations in Hit, Iraq. during July 2005.

4; related he has never spoken to B BN
about the details of the shooting incident and had no

information regarding the incident. ] _ ' i \

or

5. Regarding Cordon and Knock operations, - stated he has
- participated in over 200 of these types of operations, almost all of
them being conducted in Hit, Iraq.m related his primary job
was to provide medical support to flie Marines on the operations. . '
M related he would normally enter the house once the Marines
has a secured a safe room where he would stage so that he could
respond immediately within the house if needed. (Il stated once ) ,
the house had been searched, he would sometimes proceed to the roof :
and provide over watch security while the Marines searched for
weapons and asked the family questions. ,
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10AUG05-MEBRJ-0533-7

SUBJ: V/SUMAIDAIE, :\«f D/CIV
U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

6. {JJE stated the Marines would normally knock and announce
themselves and explain te the family thelr purpose of being there.
said in his experience, about 98 percent of the families were
pleasant and cooperative with the Marines. He said the Marines
always asked the family if they had any weapons in the house.

stated that the Marines had some latitude in how they
conducted searches and recovery of the weapons. He explained that
each platoon was a little bit different in how they searched and
interacted with family members that 3d Platoon preferred te interact
with the families, to include having the family members (usually the
head of the household) show them where the weapons ware,

stated this was not done in every instance and a lot depended on what
"vibes" they received from the family.

7. provided no additicnal information relevant to this
investigation.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
EMPLOYMENT: 30 PLATOON, L CO, 3DBN, 25THMAR, 4THMARDIV
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION 30AUGOS
CONTROL: 1QAUG0S5-MEBJ-(0533-7HMA

V/SUMAIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV.
M/W/ENIZ/N///IRAQ

Resours oF vreaviey -

1. on 28Aug05, Reporting Agent (RA) interviewe
} USMC, regarding his knowledge of the
circumstances surrounding the shooting death of V/SUMAIDAIE on
25Junf5. On that date, tated he was the Lima Company,
in charge of the Marines, who conducted
the Cordon and Knock (C&K) mission in South Dam Village.

2, stated the day began with a misgsion briefing by -

who covered the Rules of Engagement (ROE)}, Escalation of Force
and: the Marine Corps* Five Paragraph Order, which includes
'Orientat).on, Situation, Mission, Execution, Admin and Logistics and
Communications. In terms of the ROE:s,—stated there is a Rule
of Two, or two specific quidelines, which must be articulated prior
to engaging with weapons. For example, an Iragi carrying a weapon is
not enough. 1If the Iraqi is carrying a weapon and it is pointed at
the Marine, that is two, and that is sufficient to engage.
" also stated every Marine has an inherent right to self-defenze.
stated the ROEs themselves have not changed since arriving in
country, however the Battalion CO's interpretation of the ROEs has
become gtricter. :

egarchn the mcident.- related the facts as he heard
. thém _af,teraretumed from the mission. He indicated a computer
was observed in the house, however prior to exploiting it, the MAM
was shot, therefore it was not seized. After the platoon returned to
the Dam, tated he met with -to get a clear picture of
what happened in the house. This meeting was after the Assistant
Commandant of the Marine Corps (ACMC} conducted his all-hands
formation at the Dam. stated the ACMC even met with
the shooter, to give him some encouragement.

4. — then spoke briefly about the previous investigations that
have been ¢onducted regarding the shooting. He indicated the MNF

investigators were really hard on the Marines on the patrol, but
__ _siecial'ly. When

namely, ]

asked about photographs stated the camer used to
photograph the scene belonged to however as far as he
knew, the camera did not work. stated he did not see any
photographs when the platoon returnéd from their mission. In fact,
the Commanding Officer requested every camera on the mission that
day, and as. tasked to collect them all. stated
after gathering all the cameras, the €O looked through every camera
and memory card, and did not find one photo depicting the shootlng

scene., . .
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10AUGO5-MEBJ~0533-7h

SUBJ: V/SUMAIDAIE, MO 2D/CIV
U.S. NAVAL CRlMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

5._ As an explanati:on why 'photbgraphs were not taken, (NI oftered
that @il has previously worked with the Human Exploitation Team
(HET) in Camp Hit, and they normally take photographs of any -
s;gnlf:.cant events, that may occur on a mission. The HET team in
Haditha does not normally take photographs of incidents during
missions, because the squads are each equipped with cameras.

stated after{if failed to take photos while in the house, HET
arrived on location andiillrongly assumed HET would take photos
of 'the shooting scene. HET had heard{Jlf had taken photographs of
the sceneé; therefore they did not take any. It was simply a failure
to communicate.

6. After Lima Company arrived in Hit in preparation of Operation
Sword,—taskd each member of the platoon that was present
during the shooting, to write a statement regarding their knowledge
of any photographs. The statements were turned over toi.
Lima Company CO, and that was the last he heard about it.

stated he talked _to—about the shooting, and—was pretty
shaken ui ‘over it, but not because he thought he was wrong. He

stated {llllvas shaken up becavse he felt his life pass in front of
him when he walked into the room and saw an AK pointed at him.

<7 Wwas present during debrief of { N by—
- an n the COC. He stated the time line was wrong,
# however because it did not take them over 4 hours to get to the COC.
stated the. ACMC's all hands formation took approximately one
# houf, then they had to stage their vehicles and gear, and hold their
own platoon debrief,” which took another hour. ﬁthen briefed

‘ n the events and asked questions of what he did wrong or
'ld'ﬁave done different. Immediately after that,-"and
. .went ‘to the coc.. ‘stated the time was more like two or three
- hours after their arrival at the Dam. After debrief in the COC,

as then taken to $-2 for an Intel debrief. At that time the
AK wasg presented ‘and placed into custody of the 3/25 Armory. During
the Intel Brief only Intel quast:.ons were asked of Wand there
was no. .l.ndicar.lon that it 'was a bad shoot. , sta\:ed they had
no prior. : from the Intel shoi that the house belonged to

N - _cousin, provided nothing further,
pe'rtinent'_to_t is investigation. " -
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| STATEMENT

"’lace Naval Criminal Investlgauve Service, Bldg 104, Al Asad Airbase, Irag

Date: 30Aug03

L

e

USN, make the following free and voluntary statement fo
whom | know to be a representative of the United States Naval

ial Agen

Criminal Investigative Service. [ make this statement of my own free will and without any threats
made against me or ironuses extended. I fully understand that thls statement is given concerning my

Imowledge of: “

‘or purposes of 1dent|ﬁcanon, 1am a_ currently assigned to India Company, 3125,
which is forward dep_loied to Hit, Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom My social securi

number is
inches tall and

my date of birth i y place

s
unds,wi R3S and QR

arrived in Iraq in Mar05 and served with India Co.mpany, 3/25 in Haditha. I was then transferred to
. the Battalion Aid Station at Haditha and then in MayOS was transferred to Lima Co. 3/25. I have
~ served in over 200 Cordon and Knock (C&K) mission in and around Haditha, and switched back and
forth between Heavy and Light sections of 3/25. On 25Jun05, I was assigned to Light section and was
tasked to conduct Cordon and Knocks in South Dam Village. Assigned to my vehicle were

the Vehicle Commander; — dismount; the Turret

_ Gunner; and driver. We received our mission brief from who covered

. the Rules of Engagement and the rule of two; the Escalation of Force and the distance parameters; and
the administration and logistics and the communication checks. 1 conducted the Medivac procedures

. and indicated I had violet smoke for the helo. We normally conduct missions with four vehicles, but I
-:believe we had five on this day due to some attachments from Engineering and S-4, Du &Ks we
normally search for [ED matenals. weapons caches. msurgent propaganda and Insurgent:E

-‘ur time on target was (0600, and | believe we lefl around 051 5. We arrived in the village, set up the

360-degree perimeter and dismounted our vehicles.
the searches and in our team were

 asked me to join his fire team for
two lraqi Armed

Forces (IAF) members, and myself. We were tasked with teaching the IAF the proper TTPs for

conducting C&K missions, including how to search, how to be professional, and after a few houses,
the IAF broke off to work with another fire team. On this day, we were met with no resistance and the
day seemed to be going well. The fanulles were very cooperative, and often offered us bread and
sodas.

thi

member most of these houses had our symbol, a Triangle, on the houée, indicating 3/25 bad cleared
3 house previously. When we knocked on the door, we would always ask for the most senior male

in the house to ask questions. At this house. we entered into the family room and encountered, I
believe eight family members sitting in the family room. There was no adult male older than about 15;
therefore we spoke directly with the elder woman of the house. She indicated the man of the house
was working at the local school. As we entered the house-nd I were standing

¢d to the woman in basic Arabic and hand gestures.

ﬂli in a line near the door, while

a better understanding of Arabic than the rest of us, so | remember him asking her several
times, “Indek Sla?” which means, “Any Weapons?” He also asked if any additional family members _
were in the house. The woman clearly said, “La La La”, which means no. She was also using han
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tures to signal that there were no weapons or additional people in the house, At that lune,-
asked and escorted the - family out of the house and into the courtyard. They complied and
felt comfortable in leaving the family out there by themselves while we searched the house. I do not
remember anyone coming in 1o watch the family while we searched, and this is not contrary to
procedures. It is the judgment of the Fire Team Leader. ghen instructed us to begin our
search. From the Family room I could see into a bedroom to our immediate left, which contained a
bed and a computer, Since this room was cleared ! entered this room to check the computer for
propaganda. ed into the next bedroom to the left, and (i lllloroceeded down the
. hallway wi right behind him. As 1 was sitting down at the computer station, and reaching

for the On/Off switch, [ heard a single gunshot, which I 1mmedmteli m% 5.56mm
round. No less than 5 seconds later, 1 heardJlBE call, ¢

‘ran down the hal i 10 the room they were in and as I entered the roorn saw i llBto my right

_near a cabinet, to my right near the bed, and one Iragi male lying face down in a puddle of
blood with his head away from me and his feet towards me. [ don’t recall which side the weapon was
on, however I did see a green anid black AK-47 with a magazine inseried. Idid not see anyone clear
the weapon while 1 was in the room. At that point;. 1reahzed!had a_|ob to do, so ! took out my trauma

. .bag, removed my purple surgical gloves and began assessing . 1'do not remember any
- - iconversation whilé [ was checking the body, butﬂnn layed in the room while I

- : worked. The room was very somber, not a hap nt and not a sad moment. It appeared as if
£ everyone leSt stood there taking in l.he momew

rst checked the body for a pulse at the radial pulse and then at the carotid pulse, however found
neither. 1 then did a log roll of the body to attempt to locate the entry and exit wounds, and as soon as|
rolled him, I remember blood gushing from the back of his neck. I assumed this was the exit wound,
) was rather large.. 1 never found the entry wound due to. the coagulated blood,: The victim was not
!mgghn for life, so'1 informed (Mhat 1 thought the victim was dead, and he stated he needed
- b Someone went 10 g however I am not sure whom. Eventually, both
. left the room and 1 was the only one there. (Il was the first to return, and
“indicated he notifie Tthen went out to the courtyard to see how the family was reacting to
the gunshol, however they seemed like they did not know what had happened. I then returned to the

- room. and -vas there but no one else. I heard someone calling me outside so I went out to the
y Humvee 1o see what he or she needed: As I was heading outside, I remember and

were entering the house for the first time. As I got outside; I looked around
and sawl or the first time on the roof conducting over walch. As | arrived at the Humvee, 1
realized exited right behind mie and I was there when (NS @I cre calling

in the report 1 the watch officer at the Dam. It was at that time that I noticed 1 had left my
traumabagand oves in thebedroom,so I went back in the house to retnevethem

enl retumed to the bedmom, 1 observed—tandmg justin the doorway by the
cabinels and he looked to be dazed by the sight of the dead Iraqi. I don’t remember seeing

when I re-entered the house. | retrieve my trauma bag and my gloves ‘from the bed,
es back into the room and says he needs to take photos of the scene. -slm
one of the Marines outside over the personal radio to bring him a camera, and when the Marine
returned to the room with the camera, he attempted to take photos. As he attempits to take photos, for
some reason the camera is not working, I ask or the camera to see if I can fix 11 Whex_x__l
louk at I.hc SCTCEN OB l.he amﬂl! silver digital camera, it clearly said “Memory Card Full™,
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*l will try to delete some of the photos on the camera however, 1 was unable to get it to work.
1ol e camera was broken and that I could not delete an tos from the camersa, so |

gave it back to him and he took it back outside. [ am 100% sure never able to take any
photos with the camera, despite-his attempts to take so:

‘on‘t remember secirlJJBBIR agzin in the room, and I don’t remember having an

conversations with him regarding the incident, or our mission that day. I never tbln*-
that we were escorted through the house by anyone, and I never told him any version of the incident
contrary (o what the other members of mi team stated. I am willing to take a polygraph examination

to prove tha of tatk t while in the house or any time after that regarding the
incident,

‘s I start the leave the house 2 1 run intci R who indicates he has to take a

gunshot residue test on the dead Iraqi and asks me if 1 have any extra gloves. | provide with my extra
pair of purple surgical gloves. and then I leave the house, Ido not remember disposed of

- those gloves, and 1 did not ask him if he disposed of them. At that time | lell the house, und § did not
re-cnter the hotse afler that puint. While otside, | went to look fur Betla, the only interpreter an the
mission, however 1 cuuld not find him, Somconc found hin anc MR who works for. the
Human Exploitstion Team 2t Hodiths, an (S o QI orived 41 the scene, Tdo nat
specifically remember if HET interviewed the Gunily, but | was present when they informed the older
woman that her son was dead. There were three additional Marines with us in the courtyard to provida
security while they broke the news, and as soon a{JJllJJ} translated the words, the elder woman
becawue hysterical, seremming, slapping her fuce ad uppmb uil her \.Iulluca Tt was o ve y send sund
emotional scene and I hope to never experience that again,

e Lhat puint the scene hegaine extremely dangerous, si we received (the order o mount up, and we
" returned to the dami, At no time did I observe anyone abuse the children, puil anyone's hair and slap
anyone around. After we returned to the Dam. we offloaded the vehicles and went to our racks to rost.
We were called abowt an hour later for an all-hands formarion with the Assistant Commandant of the
Marine Corps. where{IJJIIFeceived Weoin for shonting an insurgent. About 15 mimites ofter the
formation we had our debret on the ground deck of the dam. Aftc conducted our debricf,
thev instructed us to clean our weapons and take care of personal hygiene. | never had a long talk with
_ 1fler the incident, | :tmply teld him | was there for him il he needed (o ik, however he
never came to me. From my experience. the Marines don’t dwell on death. because it happens, often.
We generally deal with the present and (uture. and prepare for the next upemtion-

‘ﬁs statement was prepared for me by Special Agent as we discus contents.
No threats or promises huve been mude to me. This staternent consists of this wnd er page(s).
Thave read and understond the above statement. T have heen given the appartunity to make any
changes or corrcetions I desired, and have placed my initials over the chan tions. This
statement is the truth. to the best of my knowiedge, recollection and be}ieﬁw

. - A,
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®  STATEMENT ¢

Place: Naval Criminal Investigative Service, Bldg 104, Al Asad Airbase, Iraq
Date: 30Aug05

Pmake the following free and voluntary statement to Special
Agent IR hom [ know to be a representative of the United States Naval Criminal
_ Investigative Service. T make this statement of my own free will and without any threats made against
me or promises extended. 1 fully understand that this statement is given concerning my knowledge of-

| 'or purposes of identification, I am a- currently assigned to Weapohs Platoon, Lima Company
3725, which is forward deployed to Haditha Dam, Iraq in support of Operation Iragi Freedom. M
social security number may date of birth i&n‘ d my place of birth is*

Wil | o Wiloches tall and {lBounds, with I cyes and QRN =i QU

QnQSJunOSI my day started between 0400 and 0500 ﬁvellle. and then we had our mission brief by
who informed us that we were going on a Mission, either in South Dam Village or North

Haditha. The bneﬁng consisted of our Rules of Engagement, Situation Report, Medivac procedures
and escape and evasion tactics in the event we got lost. Weapons Platoon consists of a Light and a
-Heavy Seetion, and on this day it was the Light Section that I was attached with for this Mission-

¥ departed the Dam at approximately 0600 and I believe we traveled across the desert to our
- bbjective, due to the dangers on West River Road. When we arrived in the village, we exited the
% vehicles, leaving the driver and Turret Gunner, and we divided in fire teams 1o do our house searches. i
+In my fire team were and myself. Idon’t :
% remember if we were in the same vehicle riding out, but we linked up as a fire team to work the:
uses. We cleared approximately 50 houses as we moved north back towards the Dam. When we
ved at the last house to be searched that day, we approached the house, and 1 remember the door
"vas already open.: . This dm not mean something was wrong, it was just different, as I expected to see
the family outside il

‘nm pretty sure we knoeked on the door and then entered the first room in the house and encountered
the family all sitting in the living room. We asked them to step outside into the courtyard, where we
questioned thein regarding weapons and additional people in the kouse. I do not remember a.nyone
specifically asking questions of the family, as none of us is particularly better thari the other in
speaking Arabic, and the family does not understand English. We generally use hand motions and -
basic Arabic, like “Indek Sla”, which means, “Do you have a weapon?” or “Fettish™, which means
“Search”, 8s in search your house 1 don’t remember any particular person in the family answenng our
questions, it was mostly everyone speakmﬁnce, but they clearly said “La”, which means “No”, or
shook theu'heads “No™ to boﬂ:qumuo

QR fire team then began our search of the house, I-do ot remember anyone staying with the family
forseculity, bmiwaselthertheﬁrstorsecondpersonm, and I can’tsay if someone from another team
came in to provide security. As we entered, we first entered the living room, andiiliiltook the
first room on-the left.: I then took the second room on the left and R a0d GEEER went past me
down the hallway to the next room. I had just entered my room to begin my search, when shortly
thereafter, [ heard someone down the hall yell “Gun” and then immediately after that I heard a :

- gunshot. Ithen heaxﬂ “Corpsman Up", which to me meant a Marine was just shot. Ithen sawllBNNp
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past me' down the hallway, and | ran after him. When we arrived atthebackbedmom,l
looked in the door and remember seeing, S SN anding in the room, andgNEER
immediately inside the door. Past{ il could see a man lying on the floor with his head away
from me and his feet towards me, and I could see what appeared to be an AK-47, or some other type of
rifle on the floor to his left. As I was looking into the room,@SIElMold me to go to the roof and set
..up secutity over-watch. I ranup an internal staircase and proceeded to-the roof of the house. From
" there, | could see a vehiclé(s) to my left, some Palm trees immediately in front, and across the street,
other Marines who had set up security on the roof. 1 was up on the roof for approximately 45 minutes
to an hour before I was told to come down and mount up as we were leavmgthearea. I came down the
stairs into the house and as 1 stepped into the courtyard, some Attachments, I believe it was HET, was
outside talking to the family. He asked us to stand by while he told the elder woman of the house that
someone was shot inside, so we stood by to provide security in case things didn’t go well, or the threat
of any other immediate dangers in the area. When the HET guy informed the elder woman that
someorie was shot, she became hysterical and began scratching and slapping her face. We left
immediately after that and headed back to the Dam. GNP

en we arrived at the Dam, [ remember we unloadedbur gear and headed to a formation for the
- Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps, who was at the Dam and gave us a pep talk. | am sure we
had a debrief about the Mission, but I do not remember what it consisted of, or who gave it. I talked to
: me time later, and simply asked him what he said while in the house, because 1 thought he
-was shot, but he said he yelled “Gun” right before shooting. I remember he was pretty shaken up
shonly after the shooting, but he seemed to be ok sometime later. I did not question him any further
~+about the incident. It was from other people that I had heard he entered the room and saw the guy

pomung a gun at !nm, and he shot hxm-

-vas asked Iater about photographs bein taken, but I did not personally see any pictures or anyone
‘taking photographs. When I sai shaken up, I don"t think he questioned what he did; 1
just believe he was a little scared at having a weapon pointed at him, and having to react to defend his
life. - :

@ is statement was prepa:ed for me by Special Agent—as we discussed its contents.
No threats or promises have been made to me. This statement consists of this and 1 other page. |

have read and understood the above statement. I have been given the opportunity to to make any changes
or corrections 1 desired, and have placed my initials over the changes or corrections. This statement is |
 the truth, to the best of my knowledge, recollection and belicf. (I '

Swomn to and subscribed before me, this '3() dayof A

Nel AL A4 Mesns m

Witness

-

Signa

-,in'_meyear_’?-ws at

AUTHORITY: DmvedfromM 36 of the UCMY,
(10 US.C. 936)end S US.C. 303
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STATEMENT :

_ dace: Naval Criminal Investigative Service, Bldg 104, Al Asad Airbase, Iraq
Date: 31AUGO :

‘ USMC, make lhe following free and voluntary statement to Special

Agent: hom I know to be a representative of the United States Naval Criminal

Investigative Service. | make this statement of my own free will and without any threats made against
me or pmmises exiended. 1 fully understand that this statement is given concerning my knowledge of; oy |

*)r purposes of identification, I am a (UMMM urcnily assigned to Lima Company, 3"
Batalion. 25™ Regiment, which is forward deployed to Haditha, Iraq in support of Operation Iragi

Freedom. My social security number 1qomy date of birth i d my place of
birth i SYNMNY | 2 @Bkches tail and unds, with lles an QI oir guume

*y unit, Weapons Platoon. Lima Co. 3/25 deployed to Iraq on 04Mar05 and at that time it was one
platoon. there was no light or heavy section. only mortars, machine guns and soldiers. Shortly
thereafter I transferred to Camp Hit to conduct training operations with the Iraqi National Guard. 1
spent three months training the lragi in Cordon and Knock (C&K) Mission and the proper techniques
to enter, isolate the family and search the residence for weapons or propaganda. Over the course of the

three months I conducted over 60 missions with the Iragi Forces-
‘In June, mv squad with Weapons Platoon, returned 1o Lima Co at Camp Haditha, Afier] left Camp

" Hit I traveled with Lima Co. to A'Qaim in Operation Spear and worked with{ N RS a-d
"’ the snipers. In Weapons Platoon. the Commander i lh the Platoon Serieant is Sl

'Vthe Lig] i Secuon Leader l-nd the Heavy Section Sergeant i

. ‘ﬁer Operauon Spear, our Platoon retumed to Camp Haditha and we were tasked on 25Jun05 to
conduct a C&K Mission in South Dam Village, and this was the first such mission that I had engaged

in since leaving Camp Hit and the first mission I participated with Light Section. I had never
conducted C&K operations with the people in my fire team previously, so we were leaming each
other’s style as we progressed, and in my opinion we got better as we went alon_

e main briefing for the mission was the night before where we were told the mission, given maps of '
the area and any Intel. On the day in question, reveilie was around 0400 and we began preparation for

our mission. conducted the Operation Brief and covered the Rules of Engagement and

the rule of 2, he covered the administration and logistics and the communications. | was the vehicle .
commander in vehicle four (4), and with me were and four Iraqi

Armed Forces (IAF). We were the last vehicles in the convoy, and [ believe there were five vehicles

total, with some attachments from engineering and S-4. The other vehicle commanders werc{jj IR
-m-mrodueed the attachments however I was concemed with my vehicle at

that time. and do not remember who they were or what unit they were from. I do remember the HET

interpreter explalmng the mission to the IAF riding in my vehzcle—
‘w departed the Dam somietime between 0600 and 0630 and were on target in the village at-roughly
0700. When we arrived in the village, my team consisted o—myse_
Page 1of4 a—
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ﬂi we took two IAF. The purpose of the mission was to also train the IAF in C&K missions, so they
were fully integrated into our unit as we conducted the mission. Qur fire team also mixed with
fire team and we often switched personne} as we supported each other. One team would
cordon the house, while the other team would enter, and we bounded up the street in this fashion.
When we encountered a house that had extra weapons, or weapons with fixed bayonets, the weapons
were confiscated and thrown in the back of our truck. There was no set collection point for these

weapons and we did not concern ourselves with custody issues— '|

&m half way through our mission, the trucks began moving up the street with us, therefore we began
using thiem for our.outer cordon. and conducted the C&K with a single fire team. At the time, |
thought we might be moving too quickly through the houses, and that we might be missing things,
however the day was progressing smoothly. with no incidents, and we were well received by the
families of the village. Up to that point, there was usually someone outside on the Cordon for security,
- whethier the Army supporters, the 1AF, or Marines standing by. There were also a couple of times
where mistakes were made while in a house, but we made sure we talked about it in a mini-debrief
outside each house, and'1 thought we covered every angle as we proceeded to the next house. [ think

- asa whole. the fire:team was more proﬁclem than when we started that day, but I will admit that we

may have been a little laxed by the time we got to the last hous_ P

(s hen we approached the last house-m the row. there were two vehicles on either side of the house for
outside Cordon. and my fire team entered into a courtyard through the left most gate. Aswe
tered the courtyard we.past a six-foot fence and approached an open door to our left. As we entered,
was the lead and said, “Salam Alekum™ as I entered to let the family know that we were entering. i
Ve entered into a lwmg room and it appeared as if the entire family was sitting in this room as if they :
W We were commg [ asked in the best Arabic [ know. “Win Abu™, which I know to mean where is
~ithe elder male of the house. :An elder. woman stood up and said somethmg in Arabic as if he was not

- *there. I asked- ‘veryone to step outside into the courtyard and while they walked out, 1 was asking the

. woman, “Indek Sla¥, which means. “Do you have any weapons™? She waved her hands and said, “La

Sla” or “No weapons™. I asked this question at least two times and each time she said, “La, La” or*La
Sla”. 1did not know the Arabic words for Family or other people, so I used hand gestures to ask her il
there were other people or family memibers in the house:. She said, “La, La™. I used hand gestures as if
carrying a-baby, and asked are there any babies in the house, and she said, “La Babies”, and pointed.to
the girls outside, saying, “ail babies are here™.: Each question was repeated so that [ was sure she -
undersjood what [ -was asking, and I was-clear of her responses. To my knowledge, there were no
weapons or addmonal peOpIe in the ho :

- m——

" On the emn'e m:ssron 1 was the one who pnman!y talked to the famnly, not: because 1was lhe senior
marine or because | knew Arabic more that the other guys in the team. it just happened that way. I -
remember seeing one adult female, two Military-Aged Males (MAM), one teenage girl, and several
little givls. These questions were asked as the family was all walking out to the courtyard, and as they
were exiting, my fire team was entering through the door. As soon as my questions were answered
satxsfactonly 1 ordered my team 1o conduct the search. I heard y something about a
computer in a side room and he was going to check it out. I started: movmg into the house, while still
keeping an eye on the family in the courtyard. .| then saw enter the second room to the left,
rned right down the hallway. I said to myself why didn" QIR enter the second
room with so | proceeded into the hallway just as said his room was clear, and told

—n wnlh you. I'turned the corner into the hallway just.as -was entering the ba- _
e e N 8
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bedroom, and | qu:cldy assessed the haliway to see the Iayout Just as I got my bearings. I heard
ell, *“GUN", and then [ heard a shot, just as I was entering the room. 1 cleared the threshold
just in time to see another MAM spin around to his left and fall on his stomach. | observed a rifle in
his left hand as he fell, and right thenINMMg spun around as if he were leaving the room, and when
he saw me he said, “he is condition one”, which means he has a magazine inserted, and a round in the
chamber. When -SPun, the barrel of his weapon was pointed right in my chest, so [ pushed him
back into the room and instructed him to clea: the weapon, because | was not sure the guy was dead or

even shol-

entered l.he room with his weapon on the MAM, and kicked a green and black AK-47 w:th a
magazine inserted. from his grasp. He then picked up the weapon but was having trouble clearing it
because he was still pointing his weapon at the MAM. 1 tol o slow down, let go of his
weapon, so he could clear the AK. At that time, I called fo o come and
assess the body, and instructed YN who had also arrived at the room. to go set up security.on the
roof, entered the room and assessed the body. -'lmshed clearing the weapon and
I remember seeing the weapon and the magazine separated on the bed. I then told QIR bring me
the weapon and go outside and check on the family. [ exited right aﬁei—can'ymg both the rifle
and magazine in the same hand, and go into the street to teIE what had happened. I did not stop
to assess the rifle or the magazme, but instead placed them into the back of the truck, with the other
confiscated items. I notice watching@ill8 and 1, and staris walking over, so I tell him to

stay with the famdy and l take-mher out into the stree-

"\ﬂer explammg what happened _he begms calling the rest of the platoon over the establish
i security on the house. He asks me to take some pictures of the AK in the posmon that 1 found it, so 1 [

. g0 back to'the truck and retrieve the green. and black AK, but grab the first magazine I see. As[am .
. walkmg away; I notice the magazine is dusty and dirty, but the AK is:in ristine condition.. I walked l
. back 1o the truck and the only clean magazine I sée is empty. I cal er and explain thisto
" him, and he says, yes the magazine was empty and the chamber of the AK was empty. 1tell him that
he told me it was condition one when he fired, and he responds; yes it had a magazine insertec_

call-Ver and he begins talkmg to him about the mc:dent I leave to look fora

camera and hear tha (SR s 2 digital camera in his vehicle. | take the camera and
proceed back into the house with the AK-47 and the magazine. When | return to the rooin, -

s'still there and 1 place the AK under the MAM’s hand in the position it was in afier he
was shot. By this time there was a pool of blood around the body; so the AK was placed in the blood
pool for the photographs. | then look at the camera and try to figure out how to make it work. I have
never used a digital camera before. so I had trouble getting it to work. \UNENNR asked to see the
camera because he said he has one similar. He did something to the camera and then handed it back to
me, and | assumed that he fixed it because when I hit the button afterwards it flashed. 1 then began
taking photographs of the body with the AX. and then (iMMNMR positioned the body so I could take [
photos of the entry and exit wounds. Each time | pressed the button, the camera ﬂashec_

ﬂ’hen I returned oulsnde to show-he photographs. | attempted to pull up the images on the
digital display, however I could not find them. Again, I have never used a digital camera before, but 1
thought I was putting the dial on the review icon, however I could not retrieve the photos 1 thought 1
had taken. At that time QEMINMpproached us and asked if | had his camera. When ! told him I
did, he said his camera has been broken since they deployed to Haditha, and he has never taken it oy
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873172005
of his truck to use it. Also at that time, HET arrived at the house with their interpreter, and in my
experience. HET normally handles these types of investigations, including photographs and interviews,
so | assumed that they would be taking photographs when they entered the house. [ relayed this to
-nd he agreed with me. | gav&back his camera and assumed that HET would
take care of getting photos of the scene. Thal was the last | thought about photographs~

'ﬂ]orﬂy thereafter, [ was present in the courtyard whcn HET was asking the family who the person was
inside the house. HET presented an ID card from the victim, and they said he was their brother, or son.
'HET then e\:plamcd the situation about him bemg in the house after the Marines were told there was
no one in the house and there were no weapons in the house. HET explained the Marines entered the
house and found the MAM with a weapon pointed at the Marines and they shot him. At that point the
family became hysterical and the mother was slapping herseif and ripping her clothes o_

‘Je felt the scene was becoming unsafe so we left the scene shortly thereafter. When we arrived at the
Dam we staged our vehicies and gear and headed up to the second deck: We were told that we had
about 35 minutes to rest before an all-hands formation with the Assistant Commandant of the Marine
Cotps (ACMC), who was present at the Dam on that day. Later, we headed up to the seventh deck for
our meeting with the ACMC and after the formation we headed back to our rooms. I do not remember
having a debrief about the mission or the mcldent of that da- :

' In conc]usuon, I honestly feel tha—was completely justified in his actions on that day. I freely

~'admit that | may have not had complete contrél over the situation, which might have contributed to the
#shooting, however despite that, a MAM was discovered in the house with an AK and he would have
sbeen shot regardless of my actions. Throughout these investigations inio the incident, I have not
+changed my story, but may have added additional information based on the questions I was asked.
‘Regarding the broken camera and no photographs being taken, and regardmg my-vérsion of the events
Ieadmg up to the shooting. ! am willing to take a polygraph test to prove [ am telling the truth~

Special Agent (R reparcd this statement for me, as we discussed its contents. No -
threats or promises have been made to me. This statement consists of this and _3 _other page(s). 1
have read and understood the above statement. I have been given the opportunity to make any changes
or corrections | desired, and have placed my initials over the changes or corrections. This statement is
the truth. to the best of my knowledge, recollection and belief—- A : :

Signature

day of _AutimS7
T, L

. in the year _&_v;_ at

Sworn to and subscnbed before me, this Z /

Witness

(10 U.S.C. 936) and S U.S.C. 303
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STATEMENT

‘ace: Naval Critminal lnvesti.gative Service, Bldg 104, Al Asad Airbase. h'a- A

Pate: 01SE

Investigative Service. | make this statement of my own free will and without any threats made against
me or promises extended. | fully understand that this statement is given conceming my knowled
the death of an Iragi Male on 25Jun05, dtmng a Cordon and Knock Mission near Haditha Dam.

| . currently asstgned to Weapons Platoon,

'or purposes of identification, [ am a
Lima Company, 3/25, which is forward deployed to Camp Haditha Dam, Iraq in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom. My social security number lsh my date of birth |1and. my pl .
of (S | - ches tall anc-)ounds. withQiyes and airw

n QSJuﬁOS, [ woke up really early. around 0400 and remember I was still tired when [ got out of bed.

We prepped our vehicles. and staged our gear and ther (N cave us an Ops Brief detailing our
mission, including what we were doing. whal time we were returning, and what the mission would
-entail. so covered the Rules of Engagement. what to do if someone got hurt. and ali of the
“* no~go situations. like if we could not get Air support on station. I remember there were no questions
-+ T-after the brief and I fully understood what our mission would be that day. To my understanding, there
i ‘was no specific house that we were targeting like a High Value Target (HVT), but we were more or
"W less showing a presence in the v:llage and conductmg acrew pau'ol knocking on doors and searching

or conlrabanah- o , : : :

_ _;-hen we headed out. | was in the same vehlcle as—

After we héaded outside the wire. we arrived at the | rgrid.
‘coordinates and thén dismounited our vehicles. At first I was in the same patrol as nd we had
-two fire teams of Iraqi Armed Forces (IAF) with us. Our Platoon then split up inlo two teams, vehicles

1 and 2. and then vehicles 3 and 4 operating together. I was in vehicle three and our group had alt of
the IAF working with us. The other group didn’t have any IAF with them. | lhm.l“ad the IAF
work with us becaus was in our group and he has worked with the IAF in Hit and ever

since he arrived in Irad
'l hen we conduct missions where we clear houses, we have at lease four people enter a house, and
usually no one person has a specific role. -If you happen to be first in line. then you enter first, but you
may-enter 2™ or 3" at the next house. This is unlike, say an HVT where we would use flash bangs and
enter with force. -So my understanding is that this was just a meet and greet mission with the Jocal
citizens, Smce 1 have been to.Iraq I have participated in dozens of these house clearing missions:
What we are-looking for in these missions are AK-47s with fixed bayonets. shotguns, extra
ammunition or pistols. in excess of what the fanuly is allowed. My understanding is that the Iraqi
Families are allowed one weapon and one magazme of live ammunition per household. If they have
any1hmg in excess of thal. we will seize § -

,"As we are conducung our searches, we will ask the family if they have any weapons in the house or if

there are any additional people in the house that are not visible. If they say yes there are weapons, then

we will normally ask someone to go and get it for us, that wa are not tearing their house apar*
' Page 1 of a o '
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ooking for it. lflhere are additional peopie in the house we will ask someone to go and get them as

well. or just call for them to come out.. Normally however. everyone is alre ¢ front room when

we arrive at the house. or lhey are already coming from the back to greet usw

'/ hen l first arrived in country. I was really nervous when 1 went on these missions. I didn’t know
what {0 expect. Now that 1 have been here awhile. | am more confident in my abilities and have
adapted to the situation. On this particular day. after we cleared a few houses, my fire team split up

with the [AF and they went to work with (s team. My team then consisted o
U o bhe Corpsman. [ have only worked with - at 29 Palms
during our initial training for our deployment. I have never worked wi in a house-

clearing mission because he was just transferred in from the Battalion Aid Station. I have worked with

before and consider him a good Marine. [ like working with because he is not like
other Non-Commissioned Officers. in that he treats you with respect and does not abuse his rank. I can
1el] jokes with him like he was another LCPL, and when he tells you to do something; it is not just for
the hell of it. pwill also correct me if I make mislakes, for instance, if we mess up in a house.

" he would say we could have done that better, and let us know how, before we get to the next house.

ould also give us scenarios to deal with, like what would I have done in this situation. or

what would I do if this house were a HVT. I felt like this team worked well together. and they were

_just as good as any other team in our platoo :

")n 25Jun05. when we arrived at this specific house.-] remember entering a courtyard through an open
: + gate, and then observed the front door was open. We walked in and were greeted by the family in the
% first room we entered. 1t seemed like a family room and there were a lot of people in there. ‘I believe
did all the talking and asked them if they had any weapons or if there were any additional -
“people in the house. He asked for weapons in Arabic by saying, “Indek Sla”. which I believe to mean.
. *Any weapons”. Then he used hand gestures to ask if there were any other people in the house.
then asked for the family to exit'the house and go inte the courtyard so we could conduct our
search. Personally did not talk to anyone in the family, and while we were cleanng the house. 1 do not
remember anyone staying with the family to-guard them. | was the first person in the stack and we
began clearing the house. I pushed forward an-wa's right behind me. 1 believ
an were together and went to clear another room and 1 then entered a hallway and
headed 10 a back bedroom. This was the first room 1 came to. As [ entered the room, I saw an AK-47
pointed directly at me, and admit that T was startled. because I was not expecting so see anyone in the
house, and especially someone carrying a Wy immediate reaction was to yell. “Gun. Gun,

Gun™ and | fired while I was saying, “Gun

’ did not know the guy s intentions, and I did not consciously shoot this person. The only thing I

remember was reacling to the sjtuation. and it was more like instincts than a deliberate shoot. [ do not
remember switching my weapon on semi-auto before shooting. and 1 do not remember if my finger
was already on the trigger when I first entered the bedroom. [ just remember seeing the barrel of the
weapon pointed directly at me, and the next thing 1 know | fired my weapon. I will admit that contrary
10 my military training, I often walk around with my weapon in condition one, with my weapon on
semi-auto and my finger on the trigger. but | honestly do not remember the condition of my weapon
when [ entered the room that day. 1 just do not remember if my weapon was on safe. I know that
sometimes. [ will switch my weapon on semi just before | enter a room, in the evept] encounter a
hostile person, but as soon as the room is cleared. I will switch it back on saﬂ
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Iso, | have entered houses before and have had the family tell us there is no one eise in the house, and
have encountered people in back rooms, but this is the first time 1 ever shot someone in a back room. 1
honestly feel like my life was threatened, when this person pointing his weapon directly at me, and that
is the reason why | fired my weapon. 1 think my body reacted to the situation before | even thought
about it. 1 did not even focus on who the person was. what he was wearing. whether he was a man or
woman, or whether there were any other hostiles i room. The only thing | saw was the barre] of
the weapon pointed directly at me, and | sha

‘ﬂerl shot the individual with the weapon, I saw him spin around to his left. while still holding the
weapon in his left hand and he landed on his stomach. [ was freaked out by what had just happened,
and was thinking, “wow, | almost died. that guy could have just killed me.” The only thing I could
think of was getting out of the room. [ immediately spun around to leave, andwas right
behind me. He pushed me back into the room and said, ““The weapon is not clear. I will cover you
while you clear the weapon.” 1 entered the room and kicked the weapon from the man's grasp. |
remember he was still holding the pistol grip with his left hand and his finger was still on the trigger
when I kicked it. ] then picked up the AK—47 and removed the magazine, which was empty, and
cleared the chamber. which was also empty. That was the first time | realized the weapon was empty
of live rounds. | remember the AK-47 was green and black, but otherwise looked like any other AK-
47. At the time of the shoot, ! did not know the magazine and chamber were empry'-

‘ﬁer [ cleared the weapon, I set it down somewhere in the room, an_began calting (N
on his radio to tell him what had happened. (IR then told me to go outside and talk t _
- who had just arrived outside the house. I do not remember anyone else ip the room besides
- andl. As]walked back through the house, I believe | passeu and . however | am
" not sure. When | passed into the counyard I remember the family was just sitting quietly. and did not
react as if they knew someone was just shot inside the house. When 1 arrived at& vehicle. 1 !
climbed into the backseat, whil ‘was in the front passenger seat, and he asked me what had ,
happened. 1 told him some guy was in a back bedroom with an AK-47 pointed at me. and I shot him. |
" don’t remember sawng anything else r—, and 1 think he left the vehicle several limes while !
dealing with the situation. [ did not hear anything about any pictures being taken. nor did I see any '
photographs on any camera regarding this incident. 1do remember HET was involved and they were J
talking to the family about the incident. After a short tim I told us it was time to leave. so |
went to get into vehicle 3, my original vehicle and we headed back to the Dam. - : !

hen we arrived at the Dam, we staged our vehicle and gear. and had to go to a formation with the
Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps. | remember after his brief. he asked for me specifically
and talked to me about the shooting. He even gave me.a:Ehislienge Coin with the Seal of the
Commandant on it. After his format:on. | don’t recall having any other briefs that day about the

shooung

]
‘I am willing to take a polygraph examination regarding everything I have told you about this ever- ;’

}Special Agen—:repared this statement for me. as we discussed its contents. No
~ threats or promises have beén made to me. This statement consists of this and _3_ other pages. | have

read and understood the above statement. [ have been given the opportunity 1o make any changes or |
corrections I desired. and have placed my initials over the chanIes of corrections. This statementis the !

truth, to the best of my knowledge. recollection and belief.
' Page 3 of
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MILITARY SUSPECT'S ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND WAIVER OF RIGHTS

Place: ﬁ] ﬁﬁgd &,'cg!l! gl
Date: __ Of Sep 0 JAf

1 have also been advised l.hat:

1) have lhe right to remain silent and make no statement al nil-
be used against me in a trial by courr-martiai or uzher _;udu.lal or.
5l

2) Any statement I mak
miliv e proey mhnﬂ
J) | have the rghtto consuli \\1lh u Lu.nc.r prior to any questioning, ‘This lawyer may be a

v the Lmvited States, o militwy lwyer appointed e act is iy
H

5] I.unu retained by me it
counsel al no cost v e, or buth;
) 1 have the right to havemy retained Law ver anddor appoinied miliciny kiwyer present during

TVICW; & ’
7 | oy ®Mamade this tdervicw al any e, for sy rcub'u:-

With that understanding. | have

unduerstand my rights as refateed (o me and as set Tonh above,
ided that | do not desire o retain silent. consuli with a retained or appointed fawyer. or have a

;_I make this decision frech and volutarily, Ne threats or promises have

Signature

Date & Time: 0’.. Sep"' '03— lQ:éb)_Mt

'{.'
lawyer present at
been maude to e

Witnessed:

. desire 10

At this tme. |,
make the following voluntars stateinent.

This statement is made with an undersiinding of my rights as
set forth above. i is made with no threais or promises having been extended to me
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Place: Naval Criminal Investigative Service, Bldg 104, Al Asad Airbase, Iraq b Ic

Date: (04SEPO5

, make the following free and voluntary statement to Special
Agen hom | know tobea representauve of the United States Naval Cnmma.l

Investigative Service. | make this statement of my own free will and without any threals made against
me or promlses extended. | fully understand that this statement is given concerning my knowledge E

‘Jr purposes of ldenuﬁcatlon, I am a_currently assigned to the Logistics

Department 3" Battalion, 25" Marine Regiment, which is forward deployed to Camp Haditha Dam,

Iraq in support of Operation Iragi Freedom. My social security number i my date of
- GRS | - Gl chcs il and

birth i my place of birth unds, with

ha_

ql 15Aug05, 1 pmvided a sworn statement 1o NCIS regarding my knowledge of the shooting death of
a Military-Aged Male in Dam Village, just south of Haditha Dam; on 25Jun05. At this time I wish to
provide a clarifying statement regarding a conversation | had immediately afier the shooting, between
- myseif and a Marine directly involved in the incident. In my previous statement, | indicated I had a
conversation with the Corpsman who participated in the Cordon and Knock mission, had entered this
and was in the house at the time of the shooting. 1 had indicated the Corpsman told

- particular house,
me he was behmodwhen they entered a back hallway and encountered the MAM, who

‘was later shot. I had indicated the Corpsman told me his group of Marines had asked this MAM if
there were any weapons in the house and lhls MAM stated yes, and he would take them to it. gl

q further reﬂecnon, however, [ am not suré:if i it was the Corpsman who actually told me tlus I was
definitely sitting on the stairway in the house, while I was talking to this person, and I recall he was
dressed in digital Cammies, had on his FLAK and Kevlar, no rank or insignia visible and no name tape
visible. Iam confident that this Marine 10ld me his team encountered the MAM in the hailway prior to

entering the bedroom and before the fatal round was, ﬁred-

Qegardmg photographs after the incident, I am confident that pictures were taken in the room to
recreate the shooting. 1 am confident 1 saw a Marine with a digital camera take several pictures with

this camera, and at the end said, “I got it"” or something to that effect. AfRer each picture, 1 remember
this person looking on the digital display to ensure that each picture was taken, and to the best of my
knowledge pictures were taken. I did not personally see the digital display on the camera, and | have

not personally viewed any photographs of the mclden-

Qpemal Agl:n- prepared this statement for me, as we d:scussed jits contents. No

threats or promises have been made to me.- This statement consists of this and _!_ other page. I have
read and understood the above statement. [ have been given the apportunity to make any changesor
corrections | desired, and have placed my initials over the changes or corrections. This statement IS the

truth 1o the best of my knowledge, recollection and belleh
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Swom 10 and subscribed before me, this 4- dayof S/ 7e¢nB83L | intheyear
A3 <TAAR -

 NEe

- S at

Witness

(10 US.C. 936) nd 5 US.C. 303
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION 30AUGOS

CONTROL: 10AUG05-MEBJ-0533-7HMA

V/SUMAIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV
M/W/FNIZ/N///IRAQ

EVIDENCE TO USACIL FOR ANALYSIS
1. ©On 28Aug05, Reporting Agent sent evidentiary items to the US Army

Criminal Investigation Laboratory, located at Fort Gillem, GA., for
ballistic analysis and comparison. The following items were sent:

ECD# 263-05
Item A. One M16A4, serial #10159134, belonging to
Item B. One M16R4, serial #10158976, belonging to
ECDE257-06

Item B. One AK-47, serial #31703428, recovered from the

_ SUMAIDA'IE Family

Item C. Four AK-47 magazines (empty)

Ttem D. One 5.56mm, NATO Ball, fragmented round, reportedly
recovered from a cabinet in the SUMAIDA'IE household.

2. The items were gent via registered mail, under the following
receipt numbers:

RB 862 686 501 US
RB B62 686 515 US
RB 862 686 529 US
RB 862 686 532 US

ECD# 263-05, Item A
ECD# 263-05, Item B
"BCD$ 257-0%, Item B
ECD# 257-05, Items C & D

ENCLOSURE (S)
A) Photocopy of NCIS ECDd 257-05/12Rug05
B) Photoceopy of NCIS ECD# 263-05/20Rug0S

REPORTED BY: (NN SPECIAL AGENT

OFFICE: NCIS, AL ASAD AIRBASE, 1Z

FOR OFFICIAL USE@PNLY WARNING
Page 1 LAST EROPES
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL [NVESTIGATIVE SERVICE
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION [ACTION) o o ~ 24AUGC5

DEATH (II) _ - CONTROL: 10AUG05-MEBJ-0533-7HMA

V/SUMAIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV
M/W/FNIZ/N///IRAQ.

COMMAND/1I MEF, IRARQ/20361 .
mape AT/NENY/NEW vork Ny (NS, sccciau AGENT

" REFERENCE ($}
{A)JMEBJ ROI (OPEN}/10AUGO5
(B}NENY ROT (ACTION)19AUGOS

EXYHIBIT
(1) IA: Results of State Departmeént meet1nq/24AugOS...tcopy all)

NARRATIVE
1. In furtherance of ref (A) and since submission of ref (B) a

meeting was held at the U.S. Mission to the United Nations on 23
Aug05. State Department officials expressed support for NCIS efforts
and pledged cooperation. While some "diplomatic concerns” were
raised they were addressed and pertinent documentation was provided
by State Department. Amplifying detdils of the meeting are contained

in exhibit (1).

Investigation in New York is pending interview o'f—

PARTICIPANT(S)

SSA, State Department, New York

' Host Country Officer, U.S. Mission to United Nations
i} } Minister-Coungelor, U.S. Mission to United Nations
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION (ACTION) 19A0G05
DERTH (TT) CONTROL: 10AUGO5-MEBJ-0533-7HMA

V/SUMAIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV
M/W/ENIZ/N///TIRAQ

COMMAND/I1 MEF, IRAQ/20361

Mape AT/NENY/NEW YORK NY AR SPECIAL AGENT

REFERENCE (S5)
(AYMEBJ RCI {OPEN)/10AUGO5

NARRAT [VE .
1. ©On 16 Aug 05 contact was established with State Department, New

York Special Agent in Charge, i GEGNGNGE <o2cding taskini set

forth via ref (A) .—designai:ed supervisory special agen

as the NCIS point of contact for this matter. Contact with

on 17 Aug 05 revealed that State Department was not in

receipt of a criminel complaint relative to this investigation.

éopined the incident may have been addressed via pelitical
channels rather than diplomatic channels and further stated the means
used to address the incident might have been via a diplomatic note.
on 18 Aug O 2cvised that State Department HQ Legal
Directorate was reviewing the matter. When asked about a time line
for completion of the tasking, thought the interview could
beconducted within a week if agreed to be -
interviewed. On 19 Aug 05,: equested a meeting be held at
-the--,U_-S Missaon in. l_\,!ie;v York on next .’;‘i;es_day. 23.Aug 05, to go: over the

~process witHQIINN 2 host country fepresentative, a military
liaison officer and Special Agend NCIS, New York. While
id not believe the interview would be held that day he was

optimistic it could be conducted -later in the week. Additional
details will be provided following the aforementioned meeting,

PARTICIPANT (S) ' o
SAC, New York State Department
] _ SSA, New Yorkr State Department
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION- {ACTION) 15AUGO5

DEATH (II} . CONTROL: 10AU0G05~MEBJ-0533-7THMA

V/SUMALIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV ' .
M/W/ENIZ/N///IRAQ

COMMAND/11 MEF, IRAQ/20361

MADE AT/0023/wASHINGTON DQUNNENNNEE SPECIAL AGENT

REFERENCES
{A) NCISro Middle East Bahrain ROT (QOPEN)/10AUGODS
(B} NCIS 1, Chapter 25-10, Special Interest "SI"™ Investigations

NARRATIVE
1. Subseguent to the submission of Reference (A), this case has been
given the designation of "Special Interest”™ {SI) by NCISHQ.

ACTION
MEBJ: As per guidance-provided in Reference (B), reporting
o requirements are increased in frequency as significant
information is developed. Weekly contact is to be made with

the ST desk officer, SaVNNNNMEENENror status updates.
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION (OPEN) 10AUGO5
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V/SUMAIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV
M/W/FNIZ/N///1RAQ

COMMAND/IT MEF, IRAQ/20361

mapE AT/MEBJI/NCTS DET AL AsAD IRAC/SINMEENNEEENN s-:cian AGENT

NARRATIVE
1. Investigation is based on a specific recommendation fron—
Grou for Multi-National Corps Irag
Central Command Element, for the Naval Criminal Investigative Service
to conduct an investigation into the circumstances of V/SUMAIDAIE's
death and to determine if foul play was involved. A Reportable
Incident Assessment Team (RIAT) Inquiry, and an AR 15-6 Command
Investigation were previously conducted, however-indicated
unanswered questions remain, warranting additional inquiry.

2. Reports indicate that on 25Jun05, Marines from Lima Company, 3rd
Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment were conducting cordon and knock
opérations in and around the town of Al Shaikh Hadid, just south of
Haditha, Irag. Reportedly the Marines entered the home of
VZSUMAIDAIE'S family and encountered V/SUMAIDAIE in a back bedroom,
brandishing an AK-47 Assault Rifle. NI vsic, 1 3/25,
was reportedly the first person to enter the room, and fired a single
round, striking V/SUMAIDAIE in the neck and killing him. Relatives

: oi?VISUMAIDAIE. who were present at the house during the shooting,

" claimed the reports proffered by the Marines were inaccurate and
V/SUMAIDAIE was killed unjustly. The relatives reported V/SUMARIDAIE
was requested to lead the Marines to the back bedroom to show them
the ceremonial AK-47, rigged to fire blanks only, and shortly
thereafter, heard the. gunshot that kllled V/SUMAIDAIE. V/SUMAIDAIE

'who filed a criminal complalnt with the
Department of State- regardlng the incident.

3. Based on 'the discrepancies in the statefnents from the relatives
and the Marines, and based on unanswered gquestions in the previous A

command inquiries, NCIS has been tasked to conduct & formal
investigation in the shooting death of V/SUMAIDAIE.

ACTION
R:NEEA: Coordinate with the Department of State to locate, fully
identify and tak worn statement f

scertain how soon after the event he was contacted
and by which family members he received the information
regarding the shooting incident. Obtain a detailed

accounting of the events as told t—
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Rscertain what the (NN -ovws about V/SUMATDAIE's

student status and his uvpbringing, including the last
time he has had contact with V/SUMAIDAIE, and ascertain what,
if any, ideations V/SUMAIDAIE might have had regarding
Operation Iraql Freedom and the U.S. Military's role while in

VIraq.
DISTRIBUTION
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