
October 9, 2014 

U. S. Department of Education 
32 Old Slip, 26th Floor 
New York, NY 10005-2500 
Telephone: (646) 428-3800 
Facsimile: (646) 428-3843 
Email: OCR.NewYork@ed.gov 

ATTN: Timothy Blanchard 

Re: Complaint of Disparate Impact Discrimination against South Orange Maplewood 
School District in Violation of Title VI and Section 504 

Dear Mr. Blanchard, 

 Enclosed please find our complaint alleging systemic discrimination against students with 
disabilities and students of color in the South Orange Maplewood School District located in 
Maplewood, New Jersey.  As detailed in our complaint, the school district’s tracking practices 
have a disparate, negative impact on students of color in violation of Title VI.  The district’s 
discipline practices have a disparate, negative impact on students of color with disabilities in 
violation of Title VI and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.  We are discussing these issues 
with the district and learned that it recently entered into a Resolution Agreement with you 
regarding access to Advanced Placement classes.  Because we do not know the details of the 
settlement, we are not sure that it addresses all of our claims and we know that it does not 
address the individual claims of our client. 

 We request that you investigate our claims and contact us for additional information we 
may be able to provide.  We thank you in advance for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

/s Courtney Bowie 

/s Alexander Shalom 

/s Daniel Losen 

Enclosures:  Complaint re: Title VI and 504 Discrimination in South Orange Maplewood, NJ 
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  Exhibits 

 

Cc: Catherine Lhamon 
 Dennis Parker 
 Ed Barocas 
 Jeanne LoCicero 
 Shakti Belway 
 Philip E. Stern (counsel for South Orange Maplewood School District) 
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