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September 12, 2017 

 

Dear Senator: 

 

ACLU Urges YES Vote on Gillibrand-Collins Amendment 869 to H.R. 2810, 

the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018 

 

The ACLU supports the Gillibrand-Collins Amendment 869 to the NDAA. This 

bipartisan amendment would block President Trump’s discriminatory and 

unconstitutional ban on military service by transgender individuals for those who 

are currently enlisted. President Trump’s ban violates constitutional guarantees 

of equal protection and substantive due process by singling out transgender 

individuals for unequal and discriminatory treatment. It should be roundly 

rejected by both the courts and the Congress. 

 

Transgender service members—like those represented by the ACLU in a lawsuit 

challenging the ban—need Congress to act and to do so now. 

 Petty Officer First Class Brock Stone has served in the U.S. Navy for nine 

years, including a nine-month deployment to Afghanistan. 

 Staff Sergeant Kate Cole has served in the U.S. Army for almost 10 years, 

including a one-year deployment to Afghanistan where she served as a 

team leader and designated marksman.  

 Senior Airman John Doe has served for approximately six year on active 

duty in the U.S. Air Force, where he was awarded “Airman of the Year” 

for his flight and hopes to serve in the Armed Forces for his entire career.  

 Airman First Class Seven Ero George is a member of the Air National 

Guard. He training as a nurse and intends to pursue commission in the 

U.S. Army.  

 Petty Officer First Class Teagan Gilbert has served in the U.S. Navy for 

13 years, including a one-year deployment to Afghanistan, and currently 

serves as an Information Technology specialist. 

 Technical Sergeant Tommie Parker served in the Marine Corps for four 

years and has served in the Air National Guard for 16 years, currently as a 

fuel technician. 

Each of these individuals—and many others just like them—has proven that they 

have the courage and capacity to ably serve in the Armed Forces. 
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Some have pointed to headlines like this from USA Today—“Mattis freezes transgender policy; 

allows troops to continue serving, pending study”—as a reason not to act.
1
 However, the 

headlines are misleading. The Pentagon cannot halt the ban. Secretary Mattis himself said: “The 

department will carry out the president’s policy direction, in consultation with the Department of 

Homeland Security.”
2
 Secretary Mattis is studying how to implement the ban, not whether to 

institute it. That decision has already been ordered by the commander-in-chief. 

 

While the Gillibrand-Collins Amendment would not address every discriminatory aspect of 

President Trump’s ban, it would lay down an important marker by prohibiting the involuntary 

separation of an individual based solely on the service member’s gender identity. The 

amendment would also prevent the military from denying re-enlistment or continued service by 

transgender individuals.  

 

It would also require Secretary Mattis to complete a review regarding accession of transgender 

individuals into the Armed Forces—which the Secretary previously announced on June 30—by 

December 31. The results of the review would then be provided to Congress by February 21, 

2018. 

 

The ACLU supports the Gillibrand-Collins Amendment 869 and urges all senators to vote YES 

on it. If you have any questions, please contact Ian Thompson at (202) 715-0837 or 

ithompson@aclu.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Faiz Shakir 

National Political Director 

 

 
Ian Thompson 

Legislative Representative 

                                                           
1
 https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/08/29/mattis-orders-pentagon-allow-transgender-troops-

continue-serving-pending-study/614711001/ 
2
 https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Releases/News-Release-View/Article/1294351/statement-by-secretary-of-

defense-jim-mattis-on-military-service-by-transgender/ 


