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MAR 2 9 2011 

The Honorable Paul Broun, M.D. 
Chairman 

U.S. lltpartmenc olllomeland Security 
601 South 12th Srreet 
Arlington, VA lOS98 

,:~, Transportation 
. Security 

\. Administration 

Subcommittee on IJwestigations and Oversight 
House Commiuee on Science, Space and Technology 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Chairman Broun: 

Thank you for your March 8, 2011 , invitation to testify at the House Committee on 
Science, Space and Technology, Subcommittee on Investigations and Oversight's hearing 
ti tled "Behavioral Science and Security: Evaluating TSA 's SPOT Program" on 
Wednesday, April6, 2011, at 10:00 a.m. 

As you know, the Transportation Security Administration's (TSA) Screening 
Passengers by Observation Technique (SPOT) program is an operational layer of security 
currently deployed in airports across the United States. The program utilizes behavior 
observation and analysis techniques to identi fy individuals exhi biting behaviors that 
indicate they may be a threat to aviation and/or transportation security. SPOT is active 
and presently serves as another obstacle teiTorists would need to overcome to defeat our 
transportation security system. As an active and operational program, SPOT is not aimed 
at discovering solutions or demonstrating the application of theories in development - nor 
rs SPOT a research and development program/demonstration project as those tenns are 
commonly understood. 

Given the Subcommittee's interest in "scientific research, development, and 
demonstration, and projects," Larry Wi llis, Project Manager for the Hostile Intent 
Detection- -Validation Project at DHS' Science and Technology Directorate (S&T) will 
represent DHS at the aforementioned healing. Mr. Willis will provide the Subcommittee 
with the best available information to fully address questions concerning behavioral 
science. 

Thartk you for your in terest in, ru1d support of, TSA's mission. If we may be of 
fur1hcr assistance, please call the Office of Legislative Affairs at (571) 227-2717. 

Sincerely yours, 

LaYita LeGrys 
Assistant Administrator 

for Legislative Affairs 
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llAlF'H M. I"ALL, Tf:XAS 
CI<AI~MAN 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

EDDIE 6E!i!NICE JOWolf-0~. TEXAS 
RAN~INI.l 1.1fMM'!~ 

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND TECHNOLOGY 
2321 i'1AYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUIL.->I'IIG 

WASHINGTON, ~C :,(0515~301 

The Honorable JohnS. Pistole 
TSA-1 
Transportation Security Administration 
601 South 12th Street 
Arlington, VA 20598 

Dear Administrator Pistole: 

(202! n&-.6371 

March 8, 2011 

On Thursday, March 17, 2011, at 10:00 a.rn. in Room 231 S of the Raybunr House Office 
Building, the Committee on Science, Space-\ and Technology, Subcomm!uee on Investigations 
and Oversight will hold a hearing titled Br.haviora! Science and Secwity: Evaluating TSA 's 
SPOT Proqam. The purpose oftltis heaxing is to examine the Transportation Security 

· Administration's (TSA) Screening of Passengers by Qb,.rvational Techniques (SPOT) program, 
as well as the state of behavioral :sciences used for security screening, I am miting you to 
formally invite you, or your designee, to testify at thls hearing. 

Yourtestimony should detail the history of the SPOT program; paying specific attention to the 
original goals of the program; the effort::!, processes, and methodologies used to develop and 
validate the indicators used by the program; the budget and staffing levels throughout the history 
of the prog:r:WJ.; Md the coordination between TSA and PHS Sciem.e m.::td Technology 
Directorate from the initial stages of program developrr-.ent through the current validation 
ptOOOS6. 

You are requested t¢ submit a written Statement, which may be of any reasonable lensth and may 
contain supplemen.tal ma.teriaJs; however, please be aware that the Committee cannot guarantee 
that ~upplc:mental material will be included in the printed hearing record. Oral statements and 
answers to Member questions will be printed as pact of the rocord of the bearing; only technical, 
grw-nrnatical, and typographical errors will be \!Orrected. In order to allow sufficient time for 
questions at the he-aring. you should highlight the most significant points Ln your testimony i.n an 
oral presentation of m) more than five minutes, 

Witnesses testifying before the Cormnittee on Science1 Spnce1 and Teclmology mu.st observe the 
procedures governing witness testimony. These prt'lcedutes a:re desctibed in the foil awing 
enclosures and provide important details concerning the preparation and presentation of your 
testimony before the Committee en Scienoe; Space, and Technology on March 17, 2011, at 10:00 
a.m.: 

• The first enclosure outlines the rules goveming appearance before- the Committee. 
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The Honorable Pistole 
March S, 20 ll 
Pug~ two 

• The second enclosure provides you with the Committee's Hearing Room Capabilities. 

• Tbe third enclosure provides you with the Truth-in-':'estimony Instructions and the Troth
In-Testimol'ly Disclosure P onn. 

Please email vam testimony bifg.raphy, and truth in testimony fonn to Mt. John Serrano at 
l(bJ(BJ s soon as it is available but not l~ss tr.an 48 hours before the 
hearing. 75 copies of your testimony must also be hand delivered to the Committee's main 
office, Room 2321 Ray bum Office Building, 48,bours prior to tr.e hearing. Due to increased 
security measures in place at House office building~ will need to. contact :Mr. Serra:J.o to 
arrange for delivery of your testimony at (202) 225 ~ 

[n addition, if you wish to use the Conuninee's multimedia facilities, a description of which is 
enclosed, please contact tvir. Larry Whittaker at (202) 225~ Our staff can usually · 
accommodate most requests with 72 hours notice. 

If you have any questions concenl.ing any aspect of your testimony. please contact Mr. Tom 
· Hammond, Staff Director, Subcommittee on lnvesti ations and Oversight, Commitlee on 
Science, Spac~, and Technology at (202) 225 (bJ(BJ look forward to your participation in the 
hearing. 

Enclosures 

cc: Rep, Donna Edwards 
Ranking Member · 
Subcommittee on Investigations 
And Oversight 

Sincerely, 

.<??J~ 
Rep. PauJ Broun, M.D. 
Cbainnan 
-Subcmrunittee on Investigations 

Ar1d Oversight 
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Enclosure 1 

MEMORANDUM 

'10: WITNESSES APPEARING BEFORETHE COMMITI"EE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND 
TECHNO~OGY DURING THE 112'" CONGRESS 

FROM:, COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND 'IECHNOLQGV 

RE: . RULES GOVERNING APPEARANCE BEFORE THE COM,MITTEE · 

· Tbe tollowinS pt'Oeedures govern witr,e:Sses appearlng before the Cornmitt~e on Science and 

Technolog\tforthP 112'~ Congres!i: · 

:L The Rules cfthe corrimlttee requlre yo1J to complete the atta-ched Truth•ln·iEtstlmony 

DJseiMure Form to disclose the amount and source'(bv agency and program~ of anv 
redera 1 grant (O:r subgrant t~ereof) or contract (or subcontract thereof) recelveC during 

the current fiscal year or either of the two preVlous.flscal'year~ by the,you or by,an 
entity represen~ed by you which are relev2nt to the subject matter of your testimony Or · 
the hearing at whleh you are te.!itlfylng. Should you·ruaBd extra sp(IC411 plea,s.e provide 
addlth'.lhallnformatlon on a· .!ieparate sheet of paper. 

2, YoU. must ~tub mit to the C~m~Jttee ill drl:lft copy :~f Yo1,.1r written t0stlmony flO .les~ thiln 
72 hours, excluding weekends and Federa' holidays, before you are to testify; 

3.. NO lesn tba·n 48 bours, G!Xcludlng weekends .~nd F~der.al hol!days, b·efare you are to 
testify, you mi.Jst also submit tb the Committee: 

• An' eleCtronic coPY of your final wrltU:n tt,;stlmonv1 Including any ~upportlng 

graphs, charts, or slldeshow.s. This elecy:ronlc version will be poste:d on the 
Com'rnlttee webslte, and ~Ill be. accessible by the publl.c. 

• Seventy~flve (75) hard cople.!i cf your flnal_writ~im te~timony, Including any 
supporting graphs, charts, or materials; 

• An electronlc copy of a short narrative· blo&raphy; 

• .Seventy-five (75} hard copies of a short narr'atlve biography; · 

• Two.(2) hafd copies of )lour cUrrltulr.~m Vitn; and 

• iwo (2} hard copies of your .c.ompl~ted Tr~h.:tn.restlrnony Disclosure 'Form. 

I 
i 

I 

.I 
i 
I 

I 
I 

i. 
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Endooure 1 

5. You must notify the Committee no,!ater than 48 ho~o~rs befor!i! you are to testify lf.vov. · 
want to use ar\y multitnedU~ capfibllltles as provided by the hearing room, Md must 

· provide all material to be·prese~ted ln this fashion In hard copy form to the Commltte.e. 

Please see £ncl~ure 3 ,for fUrther explanatiOn of hearing room c:apabllltlas. 

If you are using any of the room's multimedia c:ap01bllltles, yotJ or. your designee must 
arrhre l'lo lEts$ than 30 ml"utes befofe the designated start time af tne hearing to allow 
for set-up. Failure to do so may result In the multlme~la pOrtion of the present~;~tlon 
b'elng canceled. · 

6. Transcripts of hearlngs -conducted by ~he Comti11ttee shall be published in substantially 
verbatim form, su b]ect only to tech n ICill, grammaticaL and typograp hlcal corrections. 

' . . ' 

,--------··--... 
NOTE: Sectlon 210 of the Congre:;slonal Accountability Act of 1995 appl!e.S the rights. 
and pro1ect1ons covered under the Americans wit, Olsabllltles Act 6f .1990, to the 
United States Congress:, Accordlnsly, .the Committee qn Sclerce i!nci Technology 
sirlves to ac:t:ommo~ate / meet the T1eeds of tho1;e requlr'lng' special a.:S~I$tance. If you 
need special !cco:Y~modatlon or require mateti<:~IS In alterr'l;tllle formats,. please 
eont9ct ~he Committee o~ Scltnc(l and'iQchnology In a~dvMce of tl1e scheduled l!!vent 
13 days requested) by telef:)hone 3t (.202.) 225·6371, by facsimile at (202} 226·01~3, or 

, TTY (202) 126-4410. 

j 
·i 

I 

I 
I 
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----------------·-''""·-·--··"·-··· ......... " 

COMMITTEE DN SC~NCE, sr ACE,·AND TECJINOLOGY 
HEARlNG ROOM CAP ABlLlTIES 

Egllipmc.ot CapabilltiCil 

A) PROJECTOR--The herujng room is eqU:pped withe ceilillg-mounted pl'Ojector capable of 
displaying computer graphics an~ Video feed. 

B) DROP :>OWN VIDEO SCRR~-The rear of the hearing TOOhl is equipped with a large 
drop down screeo viewable from the dais and side seats, · 

: C) WALL~MOUNTED LCD MONITORS--:be hearing room is equipped with two monitors, 
one on each side of the ~oom. for audience viewing. · 

D) WJTNESS MONlTOR .-A monitor will also be in :place in front. of the witne&s table so . 
·witnesses can see the scree.n, as well. · · 

Computer- Based :Presentation 

. Please bring your presentation on· a memory stick (:flash drive~ thumb drive) or on yout personal 
laptop to tbe hemng !oom at least a balf·hour before the hearin'g so th.at we may help you set it 
up at '!he witness table. If you bring your presentation 611 a lap1op, your le;ptop should be 
equipped with a functioning grt!phlcs pori with ei'lher a VGA or MAC,:: external col)nectOr. . 
Beeduse thore are r.naiJY makes and models of laptops, please bo prepared to oporate the external 
graphics pert for yout ~~laptop. 

Aydioyi~ya!JMyltimedia Cinabiliti\IS 

A) Tlle room supports ihe followlng ttansmi~ion methods to broadcast coUJlllitiee activities tO 
remote sites: · ' 

,1, Telephone Conferendng (Audio Only). 
2. Uve Audio-Video Streaming (Webcasti.ng). 
3. Video Teleconferencing.· 
4. Video IU:)d Au:iio overllow trawunission to room 2325. · 

· Bj The room recdves House Ca.ble TV feeds for display. 

C) The hentmg room equipment eM playback aud d.iSplaY. compact "discs, dvd discs, and 
overhead slides. · · 

Egylpment Suvpgrt 

Questions should ba directed to Laxry W'.littllke:t, Systems Manager at 202·22S~(bl(6l . . ... ' . 

'. 

. . 
i 
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·; 
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Enclosure 3 

Commirteti on Science, Space, and Technology 
U.S. House of Representatives 

'W!tnesslllseloBure Rtqulromtnt • "ituth 111 TtstJmouy" 
Requlr4ld b)' Bollll•lhllo Xl, CJ•v~~ l([l'){5) . 

1, Your Name: 

' Are you testlfying on behalf of tht Ffildend, or a State or lOcal 
I 

Yes 
I 

No .. 
govemwent entity? 

l. Are yo• test!fylng'on bebalf ol on entity thot is not • government Yes No 
entity? . 

4. Other than: ycmrself, I)leaulist wh~ch t.ntity or ep:ttti~il you art representing: 

. 

5. Plet.&:e lilt any Federal gro.:otr or cotttra('.f.1 (including aubgrant!l nr snhtontracts) thut 
you or the entttv you regrese;gl ~aye received on or after October 1>_20081 

' 

6. lf your Bl.lSWer to :the question in item 3 in this, ~orm i8 ''yes/' please describe your 
Po11itlol1 or reprt$entatiunal capacity with the &ni:ity(iel) you are representing: . 

7. If yOur an!Wer to the question in·item 3 is 'fyes,n do'lli::tf of the Yes No 
entiti~ disclosed bt item 4 have puent org~~:r.d.zations; S~ubsidiariell·, 
or partDerships that 'you a.re not representing in your testimony? . .. 

8. If the· answer to the question in item 3 is "yes,1 ~ please list any Federal grants or 
l'!Ontracts (ittcludittg Wbgt'lll'l.ts ()t' SUbCODtt'atfs) that we~ rll~Bi-vcd-by tht entitieS :U.ted· 
nndtrthe question in item 4 on or after October l~ 2()08, tbt:t exceed 10 percent of the 
ftvenue of the entities in the year re('.ei'Ved, including the source ana :DUlOuhf ()f eaeb 
grant. or eO~ttra~t to- be lbted: , · 

. 

I certify that the a hove information is true and <::orrett. , 

Signature<' Date:_~----

II 

' 

. 
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Enclosure 3 

. . 
lNSTll.t)CrlONS FOR COMPLb:'l1NG THE TRUTJHN~ T:&:STLMOH'if DISCLOSURE FORM 

In General. The accom,Panying form is intend~ to assist witnesses appearing before the 
Committee l\n Sci!:mce, Space, and Tec.'b.!lology iu complying with R.ule XI, clause 2(g)(S) of the 
Rules ofthe House of Representatives. Thetule requires that: , ' 

In th~ ~a~ I! of a wlme.is app~h:rlng in a nongovernfhentQ] ~.lpr!l(:i/y, 'a written otateltll!lllf 

, o[propo!i'la' tWiltlony $hal/ Include a CW'riculum vtrat a»d a d1$aloi'rJ.re ciffhe amOIJnt 
and smirce (b,» agm1cy and prlJgrarn).(Jj' a»>y Fed;trr:;/ granl (or ot~hgrar.t th~re(.lj) or 
conrratt (o!· S1lbco1'lfrf/CI thii!~eoj) reoM've.d durtngrhe aW'reHrjl4.cal ')!Mr or ~lther o{rht 
two prt:lliow~~jlscal yetJJ'.t b)l the wtm.u.r or by an entity rep1'UaMrtd by the wJfnesj, 
Suf<hsrar~mr:mt:.,with appropriate rtJI'iacttoli: to pro:er;;~ rht ;rhtacy of the wttnu~ shall. 
be made p'tlb/ICJy (Watfable ltJ 4l,crrontc [Oi'm not later than one day .:vier the wtmt.rJ 
r:ppeo;~rs, 

]'lease complet-e the form in accordance wt'th these directions. 

1. · Narnc (Item 1 'on the form). Please provide the :o.ame Of the witness in the box-atthetop c£. 
thefonn. 

2. (Jovern,;ental En#ty litem~). Pleas; check the box indi,.tmg whother or !l<ll :he ;;1lneSI 
is lestifylr;g on beh!lf of a gov=ent ·entity: such as a Federal department or agency, or a 
State or locel departmmt, ag""'y, or jcu:isdiciion. Trad• or profes&ionalassociatioils of · 
p~1blic officials moe oo1 conaidere;d tope governmental orgiU!.izations. 

3. NIJifgovernmental Entity (Item 3). Plme check tl1e box indicating whether or not the 
witness is t~sifying on behalf of M ~tity thabs not a gov~nunen1al entity. 

4. Etttity(its) to be Represented (Item 4). Please list 3Jl entities on whme behalf the v.':itness 
is testifying. · 

5. Grants and Contracts (ItemS). Ple"e \W any Federal gr!in'l!l or co~traots (including 
subgrants or subcontracts) that the witness perso:::mlly has teceived from the Federal. 
Govecm.eo.t 011 or after October 1, 2008. 

6. .Representational Capacity (Item 6), lftbnnswer to the question in item 2 is yes, please 
·. chllri:I.Cterize tbe capacity in which the wl.tneas is testifying on be:telf of the entities Hsted in· 
item 4, 

7. Ajjlliat<d Entilies (Item 7). Please in<licate wheller 1lie entity on whose behalf the witness 
is testifying has j>a.r'ent organizations) subsidia.cies1 ot partnerships that are not reprl':sertted 
by the tesfunony of the witness. · 

8. Graflts an~ Con."tracts (Item 8). Jilease diSclose grants and contracts as directed in item 7. · 

9. . Submtasian. Please sigq. au.d date the foml in the appropriate place. Please ,:;ubir.it thi! 
form :w:fth your written testimony.. Please note that under the Colil.!llitiee's rt~.les1 oopies of a 
· v.;ritte:1 su.tement of }'our proposed testimolly :m.ust be su':;.mitted before the C<.'lmrneneement 
of the bee..ring. TO the grea:teRt ex:tentp~:ac:tic.able, please also provide a copy in electroniC 
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Endosure 3 

formr~;t. ·Written testimony and Truth,.In/[estiroony di.sc:1osure lind certillc:ationJ'orrn. will bti 
made pl.i;;:.licly rivai\able and posted on the Committee's website. 




