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Ccirrmc:::er bus l'<o . .323 '.'1a6 beer: targe:::e6 :::wice ir: t'.'1e 9as::: fo-"ir rror::::hs by Pal
cs:i:1iar: suicide bombers, an0 ;-;arnla :'lat1alha, a:1 Isrctcli Arab rL1rt1c, 1-vat> fcarful-
ly wai:i:1g for t:1c t:1ircl s:::rikc or: her rcq-Jlar roc:::c. 

I-:. '.'l.ap90r.0.d Tf)0.(i'."lesd21 1/, cii:ri:"1g rro:c'."li:"1g r·.1s'.'l. :10·.1r. :Vl8s21lh21, 42, :cod<'" :.h0. bus to 
work, 0s ri:10 h0d dor:0 tor -:.he p0st. l 1 ye0:cs. 

P1 :'l.•:e'i!vyset bearded P'i!lestinian man boarded t"1c0; bus, looking nervously 1eft 
and right as he :1eaded toward Masa.lha at t:-1e back of t:"!e bus. The :1ur:-y_; s.;i.id ::::1c 
scs9ec::eci irrmeciiately ~hat he was a suicide bomber. 

t".:>rrer::.s later, :.he assailar::. cie:.o:ia:.eci explosives s:.raypeo :.o his :Oody, ser:::l
ir_g passer_gers flyir_g ir_ t.:10 air a:-id Dlov.;i:-ig o·.1t_ t_:1e sides ot :-.he pi:-ik--and--·,.,1hit.e 
bus. 

"?e-:iple were blow:1 -:ic:: of t'.1e wir:cio 1.,·s a:1d were lyir:g 01; t'.1e roaci or: Dot>1 
.si.cies of t·:Je bus," saici :.he bus ciri'Jet, Ycse.f 3e1-Yc.sef. "Tn.si.cie, ciead ,11d 
wo-.1r.6eci pe'.J:ple were lyirg everyv.1>1ere .... It WAS g'.'!astly, ir·:i.escrib8ble." 

)lahJff Boroc!1ov was cirl·Jir:'J ar. arrry ~.L"JCk riqh be.·1i:1d t!1e bus. "I sa'1' eve:::y
::hirg go ;')lack," he said, "a::td secorcis later t:1e smoke cleared a::td I saw every
or:c scrcarr.ir:'J '::it:ci cryi:n_r." 

After tjc blast, pieces of flc,j st~ck :o tjc bloodicci ccili11~. Bodies lay 
sLrewr. o~ ~he asph:,l~, amo 1g pools or blood ar.6 weepir.g woJr.cieci vicLirrs, 

SE>ver. 5;:,2.se:1gers, i:1cll .. :ji:1g l'.'.:il.r' soldier2., ,,.,·er·e kille-::i, i·1 :icJ-::ii:_ic:ir. Lc:i ·_he 
.;t_:_21cker, .; 2'1-y0ar-olci mem:Ser (if :-.he mili:-.a:it_ Isl21rric ,Jih.;d 9ro-.1p from :-.he lille'.'lt 
3a:ik t:Jh''.i '.)f .Jci:ir:. Tv,'ci::y-scvcn pa2~>C':i9cru wcr.c W')U'.idcd. :Jcciia rcpoctc_; ucti.d 
ma:-iy cit :-.hose >11;rt_ 1'.'ere Israeli Ar.a::--,s. 

""·,very rnorr:ir'q I ·_.r-:,vel ·.-1il;'1 fe::ir-," f'.-'.0.:-,:;1·10 I.Ole) l~;r·oel k:Cid10 r·r·or11 ii ··10S~)1L::il 

bed -_0,r·er •;n.rr;:0 r·ir~g bl.rr·.s ir· 1_-_1,_; :uorrbi:ig. '10salh:1 .;;0id bombers rn-_0,cJ;:0 ·v) di;,· 1·-1c
::ior: Dct'.1ccr: Arabs a:1d Jch't;. "I kr:ow t:·1a:::. ::hey dor:'t care '"vho yu·:i arc." 
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The ,~1sscciated P:cess March 2:J, 2:J02 ii/ednesday 

80c-Yos0f, :-.h0 ·:iriv0r, :;aid t:1e bomber got on along wit:1 three ot:Cier Arabs -
two elderly men with c::-1eckered head scarves iind a woman student, 

":'-le g::,vc· r11e 1) .1hc·kc-1s 1$'.'.CGJ ::,r:.j ·_.old ff<:• ·-,e ..,..,,~; goi;·19 Lo /1i_Jlc,," .:;oid 8<:•r'

Yoae£, w:10 WAS sligh-l:I icJL:reci. "He was a totally normal guy. He was appar
ently carrying explosives on his body. It was cold t:1is morning and everyone was 
wearing jackets." 

''At fir.:it I coLld r:ot :i•::c a:1y:hir:q bc:·1i:1d rr.e bcca·w13(: :he bus 'Ha::: full of 
.srroke," 3e1-Yo.sef s,1id after glass s:1ards :1aci. beer. rerro1red from :11.s face. "O.-:-ie 
body w02, spr0wled or. 1__:.,e rioor rig·_.,1__ ':::Jehir.d me." 

Bor:_)c:10v naid w:ic of :h0 'NO'Jt:uco. ·:olJ him t:·1e atta.cker was chewing gum and 
smilinq as he walked along t~1e aisle to the back of the bus where soldiers sat. 

Passenger vad1m weinfuss sa1d he noticed sornethinq bulky under the bomber's 
jacket as the man sat down. \1!einfuss s21i6 '.1e p·.lt a rr,21g21zine clip i:1 '.1is gu:1 L\3 a 
pr•.:.cuG:ior: w:-1c:1 :be •.:xplo:.;io:1 '.-vc:1t off. 

T'.1e bus carried soldiers :-_ravelir_g be:-_1e.,ee:J '.1omes ar_ci bases, as ;.;ell as Ara.D 
Isr.selis sirce i:-. stop:i .0.r. 2111 r.:')e villages :.ilor.g :-.he v.;sy. Arab Isrselis rr.:.ik0 ·.19 
a~oG-::. 18 perce:it of Israel's popJlati0:J of 6.6 rrillior.. 

Solci.i,.:r Avi Ealocl, "":-10 sat t,,,,o sc::i::i :C·•.:bii:ri :h•.: bomber, tiaid he ac:ually 
felt safe or. t:1e bus, -::.hinki:ig t:1a-::. ?alestinia:-i at-::.ackers wo-.116 :-ic-::. '.1urt Arab 

"I :Jever :-.h-:i1;gh:-. 1,.·e woi:ld r<:Fich -r-.'.1e sit·.1a:-.ior i:1 r,.·hic'.1 :-.h0J would bl01,.· ·.1p 
each o-::.her," .saio_ ~.iJalo-Jl, who '.1as .slig'.ritly i:Jj-Jred. 

A:1 AraD It1rdcli WOll'.dl'. i:1 :he back of ::he bus, her leg 2:Hnat1hed a:1d blcedin:cJ 
pruf:u;cly, h<:id tu be yricd off t:-1c 1r·,ctctl frcHnc::; of t:·1c .sea:::; f>y ·:·,,.v ::;oldicr::;, 
or:e :-.old I::-:r.?.r:el ?.8ciio. 

:J:-i t:ov. 29, a suicide bomber blei,,; himself up ::in bus N.::;. 823 traveli'1g s:JU"'.,h, 
kiJlir.'J -;;.hree pe)ple. Cc F·:irch '), ,-Jr.0 p•:ers;-Jr. a:-1d t-_-1c0; a-;;.tacker werc0; k.illeci oc t-_-1c0; 

bus at t'.rie Afcla s-::.a-::.ioc i:1 ac0t'.1er suicide bcmbing. 
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