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MOSCOW’S DUBROVKA THEATRE SIEGE {Q‘?

October 23, 2002: Forty-two Chechen terrorists assaulted the Dubrovka

Theatre in Moscow taking over 900 hostages.

» Demanded an immediate withdrawal of Russian forces from Chechnya.

» Hostages included nationals from Great Britain,
the U.S. and EU.

Nineteen of the terrorists were females thought

to be “Black Widows”; two were the Ganiyev sisters,

Aishat and Khadishat.

» Each female terrorist wore veils and long, black
Islamic robes. :

» Each had an explosive belt strapped to her waist. [

» The average age of the female terrorists was
twenty-five (25).

October 26: Russian Spetsnaz (special forces)
stormed the theatre assisted by a narcotic gas that
was pumped in earlier.

» All the terrorist were killed as well as 130
hostages, most from the affects of the gas. For
good measure all the terrorists were also shot.

» Chechen warlord Shamil Basayev claimed
responsibility for the attack.
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BESLAN SCHOOL SIEGE

September 1, 2004: Thirty-two Chechen terrorists seized School Number One %%
(SNO) in Beslan, Republic of North Ossetia in Russia.

Group demanded the withdraw of Russian forces from Chechnya.

Attackers wore black ski masks and carried explosive belts.

Terrorist group included five female Chechen Black Widows.

» Included Khaula Nazirov (45) and her sixteen year old daughter.

» Nazirov was suspected of being the leader of the group.

Group also included a mixture of Chechens, a Russian-Korean, a Georgian, several

Arabs and Ingush.

Terrorists took more than 1300
hostages, hundreds being children.
Russian tradition marks ‘First September’
as a special day where parents
accompany students to school for
ceremonies.

Students at SNO ranged in ages from
seven to eighteen.

Terrorist gathered their hostages in the
middle of the school’'s gymnasium, which
was mined with explosives and tripwires.

Large bombs placed
in basketball hoops

Mines and bombs
cover floor walls
and ceiling

into centre of gym™
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THE VIOLENT CONCLUSION AT BESLAN

September 3: Siege ended with the impromptu storming of the school
by Russian security forces. Assault lasted two hours.

Controversy still surrounds what initiated the assault.

Officially, 344 civilians died in the three-day siege, 186 of them
children.

All but one of the terrorists were killed as well as several Russian
security personnel.

Reportedly several of the female terrorists chose to detonate their
suicide belts during the security forces’ final assault.

Chechen warlord Shamil Basayev claimed responsibility.
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Chechen Female Suicide Bombing (Bomber vs. Victim Casualty Ratio)

Casualty Ratio
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* Denotes Fatality Ratio @ Female Bombers m Victims

Note: The year 2002 reflects the Moscow theatre siege and accounts for the only
documented operation involving Chechen female suicide terrorists that year. The
increased lethality from 2003-2004 reflects a sustain campaign of activity by the
Chechen anti-Russian forces. Most casualties in 2004 were the result of two Russian
airliners being destroyed with the loss of all aboard, and the disastrous September
2004 Beslan school siege in which 344 civilians were killed.
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Partiya Karkeran Kurdistan (PKK)

a Is a leftist Kurdish nationalist movement
founded by Turkish students of ethnic
Kurdish descent in 1974.

a lts leader (now imprisoned for life in
Turkey) is Abdullah Ocalan.
a The group’s goal is to incite revolution

and establish an independent Kurdish
state along Maoist doctrine.

a The PKK is thought to have killed as many as thirty thousand people within Turkey
during the mid-80s alone.

a Though temporarily altering its leftist ideology to accommodate Islamic beliefs, the
group returned to its original goals and continues to focus on attacking the Turkish
government and its tourist industry.

Q Today the movement is officially known as the Kongra-Gel.

a Group employs suicide bombers of which two-thirds have been female with the first
three doing so using pregnancy as a disguise.

a Though several cease-fires have been implemented since the 1990s, as of 2004,

the group continues to use violence, including several spectacular suicide
bombings to achieve its goals.
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Zeynep Kinaci (a.k.a. Zilan)
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June 30, 1996: Married twenty-four year old (24) Psychology graduate student
became the FIRST suicide bomber, male or female, of the PKK.

Targeted a military parade Kkilling six Turkish soldiers and wounding more than thirty
others.

FIRST female known to conduct a suicide attack using pregnancy as a ruse.
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Leyla Kaplan

a
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October 25, 1996: Seventeen year old (17) Kaplan became the second and, to
date, the youngest female suicide bomber representing the Kurdish guerrilla
movement.

Disguised as pregnant, Kaplan approached a police station in southeastern
Turkey and detonated herself, Killing three police officers and two civilians.
Scores more were injured.
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Guler Otas (a.k.a. Bermal)
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October 29, 1996: Twenty-nine year old (29) Guler Otas detonated herself
inside a police car while being interviewed by Turkish police; the bomber
and three officers died in the blast.

She was disguised as pregnant.

She was a member of the Kurdistan National Liberation Army (ARGK), the
PKK’s military wing.

Otas was a factory worker in Turkey before joining the Kurdish guerrilla
movement in 1987.

Nationalism and revenge may have been the motivation to become a suicide
bomber; A nephew and brother may have been killed by pro-Turkish militia.
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Semiha Kilic
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March 4, 1999: PKK suicide bomber Kilic wounded several civilians outside a
police station in Batman, southeastern Turkey.

It is thought she attacked out of protest for the capture of PKK founder Abdullah
Ocalan by Turkish authorities.

Not using a traditional explosive suicide vest/belt, Kilic used hand grenades;
seven were later found in her shoulder bag.

Batman was the scene of a shootout between Ocalan supporters and police two
weeks earlier.
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Ozen Fatma (a.k.a. Rojbin)
November 17, 1998: PKK suicide
bomber Ozen Fatma killed herself with
a bomb strapped to her body outside
a police station in southeast Turkey.
She missed her main target, which
was a military convoy. Six people
were also wounded in the attack.

Meral Mamyak

March 27, 1999: PKK militant Meral
Mamyak detonated her explosive
device near a police bus at the
Taksim Square in Istanbul, Turkey.
Eleven people were wounded with
only Mamyak being killed in the
attack.
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Widad Jamil (L) and Nur al-Shammari (R)
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April 3, 2003: Iragis Jamil and al-Shammari were thought to have been responsible
for the suicide VBIED attack against a U.S. Army check point in western Iraq.
Possibly as a ploy to lure the soldiers from their checkpoint, one of the women who
appeared pregnant exited the car screaming for help.

When the troops approached the female driver detonated the vehicle, killing both
women and three Army Rangers. Several others were wounded.

Other Female Suicide Bombings in Iraq

Q

a

September 28, 2003: An unknown female disguised as a male job applicant
standing outside a U.S. military facility detonated her explosive belt, killing eight. Al
Qaeda in Iraq claimed responsibility.

May 4, 2006: An unknown female bomber removed her suicide vest when she was
denied access into a Baghdad courthouse and left it outside the building. Nine
people were killed and dozens wounded when it exploded.
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Muriel Degauque
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November 9, 2005: Using a vehicle-borne IED (VBIED), thirty-eight year old (38)
Belgium Roman Catholic turned Muslim convert attacked a U.S. Army patrol near
Baquba, Iraq, wounding several but killing only herself.

Considered to be the FIRST European woman suicide bomber.

Motive remains unclear.

> Troubled life including drug use; considered a “lost soul” by family.

» Possibly sought spirituality and attracted to exotic culture.

Married first a Turkish man, then divorced and married Algerian Issam Goris
known to Belgium police as a radical Islamist.

Moved to Morocco with Algerian husband where she learned Arabic and studied the
Koran; adopted ultra-conservative Islamic beliefs.

Belgian gov't alerted U.S./Iraqi authorities of couples’ intentions and a BOLO was
issued but too late to stop Degauque’s attack.

Husband Goris was shot & killed by U.S. forces before he could attack, however.
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Sajida Mubarak Atrous al-Rishawi
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November 9, 2005: Thirty-five year old (35) Iraqi was part of a team of suicide

bombers that attacked three U.S.-based hotels in Amman, Jordan.

November 5: Using fraudulent passports, group entered Jordan from Iraq.

Al-Rishawi and her husband, Ali Hussein Ali al-Shamatri targeted a Radisson hotel

ballroom where hundreds of guests, including children were attending a wedding

reception. The fathers of both the bride and groom died in the attack (above).

Her explosive belt packed with RDX failed to detonate and she was later captured by

Jordanian authorities at a “safe house” in the city.

Her husband successfully detonated his device and 38 people were killed; a total of

fifty-seven (57) died in attacks against the three hotels.

Al-Rishawi was from the volatile Anbar province town of Ramadi, west of Baghdad

and is thought to be the sister of Mubarak Atrous al-Rishawi, right-hand man to the

“late” Al Qaeda in Iraq leader, Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. Her brother was killed by U.S.

Marines in fighting around the terrorist stronghold of Fallujah, Iraqg.

Al Qaeda in Iraq claimed responsibility for the suicide bombings.

September 21, 2006: Sentenced to death along with six other conspirators in Jordan.
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FBI Suicide Bomber Indicators (A.L.E.R.T.)
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Some Pre-Attack Indicators

Alone and nervous.

Loose and/or bulky (inappropriate) clothing.

Exposed wires (possibly through a sleeve).

Rigid mid-section (possible explosives device location on the person).
Tightened hands (person may be holding a detonation device).

dditional Indicators

Subject may be carrying luggage, handbag, or backpack.

May be seen repeatedly patting his/her body, as if double-checking for something.
No obvious emotions or displays nervousness and profuse perspiration.

Hesitant mumbling (such as praying).

Subject appears focused and vigilant, maybe even trance-like.

Walking with deliberation or running in a suspicious manner.

Subject does not respond to authoritative commands or direct salutations.
Appears to avoid security forces.

Makes attempts to blend in with a crowd i.e., suspicious movements or wearing
disguises. Females may dress in Western clothing and wear makeup, ex. Palestinian
and Chechen female bombers.

Reluctant to have bags inspected at a security checkpoint.

Possible Countermeasures

Ccooo

Call or shout a voice command from a distance to break the suspect’s concentration.
If possible, physically impede subject’s movements.
Ensure physical control before questioning, especially the subject’s hands.

VIGILANCE IS THE KEY!!!
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