
2007 

Kevin Jl. Nulty 
Chief of Police 

Robert Zimmerman 
Police Captain 

Police Department 
Town of Orangetown 

Headquarters 
One Police Plaza 

Orangeburg, N.Y. 10962 

In Emergency Dial "911" 

Tel. 845-359-3700 
Adm. Fax 845-359-3721 

Records Fax 845-359-4563 
Detective Fax 845-359-3783 

Email Orangetownpolice@Yahoo.com 

Blauvelt* Nanu.et * Nauraushaun *Nyack* Orangeburg* Palisades* Peul River * Snedens Landing * Sparkill* Tappan * Upper Grandview * West Nyack 

Mr. Daniel Berger 
New York Civil Liberties Union 
297 Knollwood Road Suite 2 17 
White Plains NY 1 0607 

Re: FOILRequest Re: Information on ALPR 

Mr. Berger 

August 3, 2012 

"Pursuant to 89(3) of the Public Officer Law of the State ofNew York( "Freedom oflnformation 
Law"/"Foil"), this correspondence serves to acknowledge the receipt of your above referenced 
foil applications/request; and the approximate date when your applications/requests shall either 
be granted,denied,partially granted and/or partially denied is within twenty (20) business days." 

The mission ofthe Oranget own P olice is to work in partne rship with the community, to prote ct 
life and property, solve neighborhood problems, and enhance the quality oflife in our Town 
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NYCLU 
NEW YO RK CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 

LOWER HUDSON VALLEY CHAPTER 

BY FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Kevin Nulty 
Orangetown Chief of Police 
Orangetown Police Department 
26 Orangeburg Rd 
Orangeburg. NY 1 0962 

Lower Hudson Valley Chapter 

297 Knollwood Road 

Suite 217 

White Plams, NY 10607 

Office: (914) 997-7479 

Fax: (914) 997-2936 

lowerhudsonvalley@nyclu.org 

Re: Public Records Request I Automatic License Plate Readers 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I REC''FT\If=D ""-" ·•~.1- I~ 

I }J~ 3 1 2~1Jj 

I 

July 30, 2012 

On behalf of the New York Civil Liberties Union, I \Vrite to request, pursuant to the 
state's Freedom oflnformation Law (Public Officers Law, Article 6), records regarding 
automatic license plate readers (ALPRs). ALPRs are also sometimes referred to as Automatic 
Vehicle Identification, Car Plate Recognition or License Plate Recognition equipment and/or 
software. This records request uses ALPR in reference to any of this techno logy. 

Records Requested 

Please provide copies of the following records created from January 1, 2006 to the 
present: 

1. All records regarding your policies, practices and procedures for procuring and using 
ALPR technology, and for storing, accessing and sharing data obtained through ALPR 
technology; 

2. All records regarding the procurement of ALPR technology, including 
a. sources of funds used to pay for ALPR technology; 
b. invoices for the purchase of ALPR technology; 
c. local government approval for any ALPR purchase; 
d. interactions with vendors, suppliers and potential suppliers of ALPR technology, 

including materials and fact sheets supplied by vendors describing their 
products; 

3. All records regarding the use of ALPR technology, including 
a. what types of data are obtained; 
b. number of license plates scanned and/or read in a given time period (day, month, 

year, etc.); 
c. the number of ALPR units or systems acquired; 
d. the number ofvehicles equipped with ALPR technology; 
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e. for stationary deployments, the number and physical location of ALPR units; 
f. the technical capabilities of the ALPR units; 

4. All records regarding the storage of data obtained using ALPR technology, including 
a . what types of data are stored for any period longer than an hour; 
b. how long data is stored; 
c . when data must be discarded; 
d. how many individual license plate scan records your agency ctmently stores~ 

5. All records regarding access to ALPR data. including 
a. lhe legal justification required before an individual accesses ALPR data: 
b. purposes for which the data may be accessed; 
c . purposes fo r which the data may not be accessed; 
d. who may access the data, what procedures they must go through to obtain access. 

and who must authorize access; 
c. the existence or non-existence of a system that records who accesses the data and 

when the data is accessed; 

6. AU records regarding the sharing of data obtained tlu·ough ALPR technology, including 
a. what type of data is shared; 
b. which databases your agency puts collected ALPR data into; 
c. third parties, governmental or private, that may access your agency's ALPR data, 

including what procedures third parties must go through in order to access the 
data and any restrictions placed on third parties regarding further sharing of your 
ALPRdata; 

d. any agreements to share ALPR data \.Vi.th outside agencies, corporations or other 
entities; 

7. All records regarding obtaining ALPR data from third parties. including which databases 
your agency can access; 

8. All training materials used to instruct members of your agency in ALPR deployment, 
data management, or operation of automated records systems that contain ALPR data to 
which any member of your agency has access, including regional or shared ALPR 
databases. 

The Freedom of information Law requires that an agency respond to a request within fivt: 
business days of receipt of a request. Please note that if the requested records cannot be provided 
within 20 business days, Article 6 of the Public Officers Law mandates that the agency state. in 
vvriting, both the reason for the inability to grant the request within 20 business days and a date 
certain within a reasonable period, depending on the circumstances, when the request v.,l.ll be 
granted i.n whole or in part_ 

If for any reason any portion of this request is denied, please inform us of the reasons for the 
denial in writing and provide the name and address of the person or body to \.vhom an appeal 
should be directed. 

2 
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To the extent that these records can be made available in an electronic format, we request 
that they be provided in that format. We request to be notified before production of any fees 
associated with this request over $25.00. 

Please contact Daniel Berger by phone at 914-997-7479 or by email at 
dbe1·ger@nvc.lu.org with any questions. Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Berger 
Lower Hudson Valley Chapter Director 
New York Civil Liberties Union 
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2007 

Kevin A . Nulty 
Chief of Pollee 

Rob e rt Zirnmennan 
Police Captain 

Police Department 
Town of Orangetown 

Headquarters 
One Police Plaza 

Orangeburg, N.Y. 10962 

In Em e rg ency Dial "91 1" 

Tel. 845-359-3700 
Adm. F ax 845-359-3721 

Rec ords Fax 845-359-4563 
Detective Fax 845-359-3783 

Email Orangetownpolice@Yahoo.com 

Blauve lt,:., Nanuet* Naurausha un * Nyadt *Orangeburg l\ Palisades* Peul River* Snedens Landing * Sparkill* TappAn* Upper Grandview* West N yack 

Mr. Daniel Berger 
New York Civil Liberties Union 
297 Knollwood Road Suite 217 
White Plains NY 10607 

Re: FOILRequest Re: Information on ALPR 

Mr. Berger 

August 3, 2012 

"Pursuant to 89(3) of the Public Officer Law of the State of ·ew York( "Freedom of Information 
Law"/"Foil"), this correspondence serves to acknowledge the receipt of your above referenced 
foil applications/request; and the approximate date when your applications/requests shall either 
be granted,denied,partially granted and/or partially denied is within twenty (20) business days." 

The m ission of th e Orangetown Police is to work in p artnership with the community, to protect 
life a1·1d prop erty, solve neighborhood problems, and enhance the quality oflife in our Town 
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Vendor: 0000006235 
ELSAG NORTH AMERICA, LLC 
205 H CREEK RIDGE ROAD 
GREENSBORO, NC 27406 

PHONE# (336) 379-7135 

TOWN OF ORANGETOWN 
26 ORANGEBURG ROAD 
ORANGEBURG, NY 10962 

PHONE# (845) 359-5100 FAX# (845) 359-2623 

Voucher 

FAX# (336) 379-7164 

Description: SERVICE PLAN YEAR 3 & 78666 

Date Qty. Unit 

06/18/2010 

Authorized Official 

Description 

SERVICE PLAN YEAR 3 & 4 

B.31 20.443.16 

Date 

Total 

Total: 

Authorized Official 

Voucher Number: 
PO Number: 

Pay Due: 
Check ID: 

Check Number: 
Creation Date: 
Invoice Number: 

Page: 

$1,765.00 

78666 

07/20/2010 

KEY 

112054 07/16/2010 
06/28/2010 
30526 

1 of 1 

Unit Price Amount 

1,765.00 

$1,765.00 

Date 
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In occordonce w ith ins1ructions f rom the 
New York St<lt• Deportment of Taxation 
ond Fin >ce this pu rchase order shclll be 
accepted in lieu of ex~mp.fion certificates. 
Vendor nust retain this copy to 
substantia.: exempt sole. 

PURCHASE ORDER 

TOWN OF ORANGETO,VN 
TOWN HALL 

ORANGEBURG, N.Y. 10962 

(914) 359-5100 

SHIP TO, 

PURCHASE ORDER NUMBER .. 
- ::..· • ,. - ·. 

30388 
THIS NUMBER MUST APPEAR ON All 
INVOICES SHIPPING NOTJQS AND 

. PACKAGES. 

r Autcmat iz License Plate Reccg. 
20101 SW Birch St. , Suite 250 

R.,= o..TJ"= • To:·m o.c Or~ ~ p · · .... c:.ngeLo-.m OJ. lee Dept. 
26 Orengeburg Road 

Nevrport Beach, CA 92660 Orangebur g , ~~ 10962 

DOC. COMPlETE 

DATE Of ORDER 

12/22/0b 
QUANTITY 

RECEIVED O RDERED 

1 
.1. 

l 

l 

l 

r 
rroo CHECK NUMBE RID ATE 

' _r; 'i .L "7 1 
( ~/ I 

I I ~· " , "'' 
,.i/r-;! 0~ 

I I I 

DESCRIPTION / STOCK f.JUMBER 

p}ateScc.n uo·oil e 4 cc-:n:.era ALPR 

I 

/ 
\ ! 
.j 

system 

Vehicl e IEstallc>.ticr. !Zit (SYS - CR::.N) 

l~st.slla.tion t< user tr2i:1~r ... g 

~0 Al\;XTJAL LICENSE FEE 

~ ~~~ ~ ~ 0 q-'~ . 
~ ~ 

I 

(SYS El, -
CR) 

'~ 
~ u.:-r-r ~ ~ · ~· f~ /1 . 

' ;:: CLAIMANTS CERTI. ICA TION 

rCCT. TO BE CHARGED 

S3i20}t.Z S7, 2GC· 
POST!:D 

UNIT PRICE AMOUNT 

I 

518,790.00 $18,790 .00 

I 1,730.00 1 '730 . 00 
I 

3 ,000 .00 \ 3,000 . 00 
I 

I \ I 

I 
l 

I 
\-
I 

I ' 
I I $23,s2o .oo I 

y. 
'\. /3 11 A -, I~ . 7 7 C, / (\ OQ 

I, 5ov ,- /N C~r- , certify that the above account tn the amount of S -==...2~·~/-=c..-'-"=-~·---,----
is true and correct; that the items, services and disbursements charged were rend ered to or for the municipality on the dctes 
stated ; that no port has been paid or satisfied; that taxes, from which the municipality ts exempt, are not included; and that the 

amount claimed is actually due. 

' : DATE 

PURCHASE APPROVAL 

CLAIMANT DO NOi WRITE IN THIS AREA 

DEPT. DATE 

APPROVAL 

ORDER 

fiNANCE' 

APPROVAl 

MATERIAL 

RECEIVED 

BY 

INVOICE' 

QEC!OIVED 

Y., c.#' /1 ...?//; f' 
ZfJZ-t'Zt//J ~/U /f.-.1. 

"' SIGNATURE -=:: . ) TITLE 

j 

2. ATIACH YOUR INVOICE. 

3 BILL TO : TOWN OF ORA.NCETOWN. 

NO CH;..NGES IN QUA~TIT"" . IT.=.M 
ORDERED OR UN[T PRICE WILL 
BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT PRIOR 
APPROVAL OF DEPARTMENT HEAD 

DEPARTMENT APPROVA l 

The above servkes or mote:-iols were rendered or furnished to the 
municipality on the dctes stated and the charges are correct. 

DtC - 4 ZOVi: f[J 
DATE ----~~~=-~~AioU~THuO~R~IZ0ED~O~F~F~IC~I7A~L----------

APPROVAl FOR PAYMENT 

ihis claim is cporoved end ordered poid from the approprio~ions indicctec obo .... e-

5 . ANY OUEST\ONS CONCERNING 1 --------------------------

THE ?URCH...SE ORDER SHOULO 
BE DIRECTED TO DEPARTMENT 
HEAD. 

6. OELtVERIES WILL BE A:C::PTEO 
BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 9 :00 
AND 1 2 :00/ 1 :00 AND ~ ·00 
MONDAY THROUGH fRIO.:.Y :;:x . 
CEPT HOUOA.YS. DATE AUDITING BOARD 

Please contact Customer Service at 949-851 -1600 with . 
THANK YOU FOR YO any quest!Ons or comments 

UR BUSINESS! . 

- 12559 -



13-.2007 13: 42 FROM :PIXELPUSHERS 9498511930 

Pixelpushers, Inc dba Civica Software 

20101 S. W. Birch St 
Suite 250 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 
Tel: (949} 851-1600 
Fax: (949) 851 -1930 

Bill To: 

Town of Orangetown 
Attn:Accounts Payable 
Town Hall 
Orangeburg, NY 10962 

1 Mobile 4 Camera ALPR SYS 
Vehicle Installation Kit (sys-CRIN) 
Installation & User training 
Sales Tax 

Description 

P.O. Number 

30388 

T0 :8453592623 P.003 

ci~a 
SOFT W ARE 

Invoice 
Date Invoice# 

9/13/2007 1176 

Terms Project Name 

Due on receipt Platescan install 

Amount 

18,790.00 
1,730.00 
3,000.00 

0 .00 

/ J v 
vJ i:l 

\) '')"' 
~ c-J . 

Total $23,520.00 
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-- ----

PLATF"SCAN 

Pixelpushers dba Civica Software 

20101 SW Bi rch Street Suite 250, Newport Beach , CA 92660 
Phone 949-851-1600 Fax 949-851-1930 

SHIP Town of Orangetown Police Department 
TO 26 Orangeburg Rd . 

Orangeburg, NY 10962 
Attn : Det. Patrick Frawley 

ORDER DATE 

QUANTITY 

2 Cobra Cameras 

2 i Color Cameras 

GPS device 

USB Memory Stick 

2 Infrared Cables 

2 
; 

i Color Camera Cable 

6 BNC Coax Cable 
i 
i Computer Power Cable 

Ethernet Cross-Over Cable 

USB Cable 

In-Line Power Fuse 

Power Cable - Red 

Ground Cable - black 

Ignition Cable - yellow 

ORDER NUMBER 

DESCRIPTION 

2 Infrared Camera Mount Left/Right 

Front Color Camera Mount "L" Bracket 

Rear Color Camera Mount - "T" Base Mount 

PACKAGING SLIP 

PAGE 1 of 2 

BILL 
TO 

DATE: AUGUST 31 , 2007 

SHIPPING METHOD 

UPS 

PACKED 
., 
./ 

Please contact Customer Service at 949-851-1600 with any questions or comments. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS! 
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Pixelpushers dba Civ ica Software 

20101 SW Birch Street Suite 250, Newport Beach, CA 92660 
Phone 949-851-1 600 Fax 949-851-1930 

SHIP Town of Ora ngetown Police Department 
TO 26 Orangeburg Rd. 

Orangeburg, NY 10962 
Attn: Det. Patrick Frawley 

ORDER NUMBER 

PACKAGING SLIP 

PAGE 2 of 2 

BILL 
TO 

DATE: AUGUST 31, 2007 

SHIPPING METHOD ORDER DATE I 
~--------------~---------·--------~------------~ 

QUANTITY 

2 

DESCRI PTION 

i Computer Mount 

Light Bar Mounting Plate - Left I Right 

Install Kit -Whelen 

! Mounting Hardware - Cobra 
' 

UPS 

Please contact Customer Service at 949·851-1600 with any questions or comments. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS! 

PACKED 

' 
J 
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Date Prepared: 08/22/2012 04:02PM 

Report Date: 08/22/2012 

Vendor Code: 

1099 Option : 

VOUCHERS 

Addr Line# 

0000006235 

Don 't print a 1099 

Invoice No. lnvc Date 

30526 06/18/2010 

TOWN OF ORANGETOWN 
Vendor Activity Report 

ELSAG NORTH AMER ICA, LLC 

Fed 10/SS: 80-0119568 

Voucher No. Checl< No ID 

'112054 t<EY 

Due/Paid Status Description 

78666 07/16/2010 p SERVICE PLAN YEAR 3 & 78666 

Total Vouchers for Vendor: 

Grand Total Voucher: 

PUR4190 1,0 

Page 1 of 1 
Pre[Jared By: CRICHARDSON 

Amount 

1.765.00 

1,765.00 

1,765.00 
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Police Officer Tyrone E McNeill #166 
S.E.U. 1 Traffic Division 

Orangetown PD, Orangeburg NY 10962 
{845} 359-3700 ext.3166 

trncneill@or(1nqetown.com 

Bl.AUVEI.T GRANDVIEW NA URAUSHAUN NYACK ORANGEBURG I'AL/SAD£5',. PEARL R/IIER SNEDENS UNDING Sf'ARK.JU TAPPAN 

To: Lt Michael Moroney 
Date: 12117/2009 
RE: LPR Department Policy Suggestion 

As per Captain Zimmerman, considerations and policy suggestions have been formulated for the LPR 
units. The DCJS LPR unit comprised of scveraJ Law Enforcement persoWlel across New York State: 
ADA's, State Police, Supervisors, and Patrol in departments where the LPR has been in effect for sometime; 
as well as, ELSAG have provided some of the guidelines used. Our department's demographic area, 
equipment, and capabilities were also considered in the suggestions below. 

A. CON SID ERA TIONS 

1. Keep all policies and guidelines short, simple, clear and concise with room for future 
development 

2 . Legal considerations should be considered; however, the policies and l:,'llidelines should not 
restrict or limit the LPR's usage. All capabilities shouJd be explored Wltil there is case law 
restricting it. 

3. Data download and upload with wireless HOT SPOTS should be used when available and when 
possible. Storage of this data may be useful for many types of queries. 

4. All LPR's must be available for traffic enforcement and investigations as a priority. All LPR 
operators must be trained in its use and protocols; as well as, be available to assist with 
investigations when LPR is in operation. 

5. There must be a Supervisor to administer and oversee the LPR program. 

B. POLICY SUGGESTIONS 

I. SUPERVISORS 

a. Maintain an adequate number of trainers based on department size and (or) number of 
LPR units. Provide a space to garage unit(s) when possible. 

b. All training must be documented. 
c. Arrange for additional training when and as deemed necessary to stay current with LPR 

equipment and software improvements; as well as, information pertaining to new uses for 
the LPR and legal considerations. 

d. While chosen operators are the discretion of the LPR's Administrating Supervisor, an 
operators driving record, demonstration o f ability and good judgment regarding vehicle 
pursuits, and a demonstrated interest in traffic enforcement should be considered. 

TilE MISSiON OF THE ORANGEIOWN POUCE DEP ARTM.ENT IS TO WORK IN PARTNERS/liP Willi TlfE COMMUNffY TO PROTECT 
LIFE AND PROPERTY, SOLVE NEIGHIJORllOOD PROBLEMS. AND T:NHANCE TilE QUALrrY OF UFE IN OUR TOWN. - 12564 -
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2. LPR OJ•ERATORS 

a. Trained Officers -an officers who ate NOT LPR instructors, members of an 
investigative unit, or traffic enlorremcnt unit MUST notify and obtain approval from a 
supervisor to use the LPR during routine patroL 

b. Vehicles- LPR equipped vehicles should be used as often a.<; possible. When not in use, 
every eflort should be made to ensure tl1at an LPR equipped vehicle is in a secure 
monitored lot, and (or) secure, monitored, designated garage. 

c. LJ•R Maintenance - shaJI be inspected and cleaned before and after each use: aJl 
damages shall be reported immediately to a supervisor and a trainer. Technical questions 
shall be directed to trainers and (or) (Agency defined) Officers shall NOT directly contact 
the vcndor(s). AJl vendor contact will occur tluough (Agency defined) 

d. Hit Verification & Updating fiJes - A stmt shift fi-om TRACS should be conducted 
before each operation of the LPR. TI1c LPR is not in real time; so aU hits must be verified 
before taking custodial action. A Supervisor MUST be notified, and approval shall be 
granted before a field or custodiaJ arrest is performed. 

e. Manually adding files & LPR aid -Only administrators, instructors, and trained 
operators will manually add fil es in the LPR. ·n1is should only be done during active 
investigations and incidents in progress. LPR operators shall respond to incident areas 
when requested after notification and approval by a supervisor for investigative assistance. 

Respectfully, 

PtJ 7/tPtedl #166 
PO Tyrone E McNeill 
Shield 11166 

cc: Captain Robert Zimmerman 
Adm/Lt Donald Butterworth 
Sgt James Sullivan 
Sgt Christopher Straltner 

Tf/E MiSSION OF Til£ ORANGI::TOWN POLICE DEPARTMENT IS TO WORK IN PARTNERS/liP WITH THE COMMUNITY TO PROTECT 
LIFE AND PROI'ER1Y. SOLVE NEIG//BORJIOOD l'ROIJLEMS, AND EN/lANCE THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN OUR TOWN. - 12565 -
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Operation o.f'License Plate Readers 

For 

Law E1~(orcement Agencies 

In 

NeJV York State 

Suggested Gu!dcl ines 
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lNTRODUCTION 

Jn 2005, 172,996 tickets were issued in New York for unlicensed operation, revoked 
registration or insurance related crimes. Approximateiy 10% of unlicensed or revoked driver's 
were brought to justice and either fined or incarcerated Cor these crimes . Some of these 
individuals believe driving without a valid license or insurance is a victimless crime. II' they 
simply follow the rules of the road, they will not be held aceountnble for their crimes and can 
continue with life as usual. These drivers only encoi.inter law enforcement when observed 
violating a trallic law or nre involved in a tninic accident. The lives oCunsuspccting, law 
abiding drivers and their passengers arc cont inually at ri sk when these criminals get behind the 
wheel. 

In order to combat these crimes with the latest technology iu New York State, a multi ­
agency strategy has been developed for the deploymcrit and usc of license plate readers. The 
New York State Division of Criminal Justi ce Services (DC.J S), Division of State Poli ce (NYSP) 
and Department of' Motor Vehicles (DMV) embarked on Cl n ambitious plan to acquire :mel 
distnbute more than 200 license plate readers to various law enforcement agcncic<; across the 
Slate by the end of2006. 

A license plate reader can recognize over l .000 license plntcs an hour on vehicles as th ey 
pass either a ponablc or stationary umt at vehicle speeds up to 70 miles per hour. The 
informa tion downloaded into the plate reader !'rom the New York Stale Police Information 
Network (NYSPIN) al lows a law enforccmctll offi cer perfom1ing a spectal detail or routine 
patrol to detect a motor vehicle dnvcn by ai1 unlicensed nnd/or re voked operator or any other 
motor vehicle insurance violation. This occurs even if the driver of the vehicle has not 
committed a traffi c offense or been invol ved in a h"afHc accident. Based on a NYSPIN hit, a 
police officer can intervene before this dri ver is involved in a traffic accident or commits another 
vio lation that coul d result m serious injury of an innocent victim. 

Not on ly willlicem;c plate readers be utilized for traftlc cnrorccrncnt, they wi ll also be nn 
essent ial tool when an AMBER Alert is issued. Plate infom1ation related to the AMBER Alert is 
sent sta tewide and en tered into the I iccnse plate readers. lnsrantaneously, the officer wi ll be 

alerted if the plate h(ls been det·cclecl by the license plntc reader which pJovidcs date, time and 
location. If not detected, the lit:cnse plate reader prov iues that extra set of eyes wln.:n observing 
traffic during the AMBf:R 1\.lcrt. 

lnitial ly, the 17 coun ties identified ns Opcrat)on IMPACT jurisdi ctions (Albany, Broome, 
Chautauqua, Dutch~.:ss, ~ri c, Monroe, Nassatt , Niagara, Oneida, Onondaga, Orange, Rensselaer, 
Rockland, Schenectady, Suffo lk, Ulster, and Wcstclicstcr) and the New York State Police 
received license plate readers. The second phase ofthis project involves the dep loyment of 
license plate readers to SheriffDcpartments in non-iMPACT counties and the New York City 
Police Department (NYPD). Add itiona l license plate readers ore being provided to coun ty 
probation depar1 mcnts that will usc this tccliilology ru effec tively monitor their prubation 
population. The third phase involves deploying license plate readers in jurisdi ctions that would 
most ciTcctivcly usc this technology including the DMV. 

NYS DCJS I License Plate Reader Suggested Guidelines I June, 2007 3 
- 12568 -
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DCJS wil l monitor the usage of the plate readers by working wit h lhc agcnc1es that 
receive the plate renders. DCJS envisions a rnonthly or quarterly reporting protocol developed 
by DCJS staff th nt the b w enfo rcement ngcnty compictcs and submits to DC.IS. rhc success of 
this project will be measured by the increased detcctjo~ of unlicensed <tnd/or revoked 
registrations or licenses and other motor vehicle rclalnl crimes that impact the snfcty of New 
York's citizens on the Stale roadways. 

The suggested gu idelines presented in this document fo r the usc of license plate readers 
were deve loped from input of representatives oflaw enforcement agencies from ncross New 
York State who have been utilizing this tcchtwlugy. They arc: 

PO Pat Fox 

ADA William lclcnka 

Ins. Michael Gaspar 

Cpt. Michael Arc<~r 

Cpt. TetTy Hurson 

Lyle Hartog 

Eileen Langer-Smtih 

Miche le Mulloy 

Ken Buniak 

Lisa Coppolo 

Dtr. Ch<ulcs Bardong 

Ntck DiMuro 

Sup. lnv. La rry Wyman 

Lt. Leonard Casper 

Sgt. R:-~ndy Morehouse 

Trp. Eric Amcngual 

Sr. In v. Peter Kontos 

Sr. ln v. Mark Yanitcll i 

Cpt. Bob Johansson 

Cpl. Reid Tait 

PO Lonn ie Dotson 

PO Ray Klotz 

Capt. John Riegert 

ADA Steve Vandervelden 

Albnny City Police Department 

Bronx County District Attorney 

Buffalo City Police Department 

Buffa lo City Police Department 

New York City Police Department 

NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services 

NYS D1visiori of Criminal Justice Services 

NYS Division of Crimina l Justice Services 

NYS Division or Crimin<J I Justice Services 

NYS D1vis ion of CJ·iminal Justice Services 

NYS Insurance Frauds Hurcau 

NYS Insurance fra11ds Bureau 

NYS Department of Motor Veh icles 

NYS Division of Stale Pol ice 

NYS Divisiori of State Police 

NY S DivisiOn or State Police 

NYS Divis ion of Stale Police 

NYS Division of State Police 

Roc hester C ity Pol icc Department 

Rochester City Police Department 

Syracuse City Police Dcpar1ment 

Suffolk County Police f?cpart mcnl 

Troy City Police Oepartment 

Westchester County Dtslnct Attorney 
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Part I 

LICENSE PLATE READER TECHN-OLOGY 
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Introduction to License Plate Reader Technology -

The concept of using cameras as a meth od to record a vehicle passing a speci fi e location 
aml thcn identi fying the owner/operator has been in deve lopment s ince the 1970's. Early 
technology cou ld capture a picture of the license plaic nnd vehicle with the date and time. Upon 
retrieving the plate information after se:uching hours (>f captured images it could then be 
manually sea rched against a database . This technology was time consuming, expensive and 
limtlcd by lighting and weather conditions 1 

License plate reader technology developed along with the usc of video tape and 
camcorders. The analog video tape had to be converted fi:om analog images to digital images and 
stored on a computer hard di sk. The resulting digital images were fut1her processed to locate 
and extract the li cense plate and tunc ~tamp infom1ation through specia li zed sofrw~ rc that 
util ized character recogn ition techn iques. This technoJogy while bcllcr th<m carl1cr methods st ill 
had many draw backs including high costs that limited its general usc by state am.lloca l 

J governments.-

Th<.; latest license plate reader technology has incorporated digita l photography wh ich 
eliminates the conversion steps and reduces the amount of computer file storage needed to 
support an effective system. Digital photography also decreased the size of the camera hiirdware 
required and utili zes mfra -rcd li ghting to address ligl1ting and weather conditions. This has also 
reduced th e overall costs for an effective system thus making the technology obtamablc at the 
local, county and state le vels of government . 

A. Definitions 

License Plate Reading (LPR) Technology uses specia lized digital cameras and computers 
to quickly capture large numbers of photographs of license plates, convert them to text and 
compare them quickly to a );.trge Jist of plates of intci-cst. LPR systems can identify a target plnte 
withm seconds of conl<~ct with it, nllowing law enfoicement to identify target vehicles that might 
othcrv.risc be overlooked. The technology is available in mobile systems mounted on police cars 
and fi xed camera systems that can be mounted on pok·s ur on the roadside. 

A range of camera systems arc nvai labk, most capable ofreacl ing license plates day and 
night and in a variety of weather conditionS. The systems operate fa ::;t enough to capture all of 
the license plates they come in contact with so that the number o f li cense plates that can be rend 
is limited only by the number ofvehielcs passing the cameras. LPR ~ystcms typica lly include 
in frared strobe and camera systems that can take hig l~ speed, high contrast images that allow the 

1 Transportation Hescareh Board, 2002. "Effec ts of Ambient Light, Camcorders, and Autom:Hed 

License Plate Reader Settings on Plate Transcription Rates" . 

? Transportati on Research Board, 2002. "Rednetion of Video License Plate Data". 
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plate to be read at closing speeds of 150 miles per hour. 

Mobile license plate reading sys tems nrc tleslgncd to allow officers to patrol at nonnal 
speeds while the system reads every license plate they come in contact w1th and <J icrts them if 
there is a match to a "hot list." Because of the speed of the re<1t.ler systems, the volumes of pla tes 
being read anu the fact that an alarm must occur with;i-, seconds to he useful, LPR systems usc a 
large list of target plates stored locally in a "hot list" rather than relying on real -time 
communications with State or Fctlcral tlata sources. The list is typicnlly transferred daily and can 
be updated by the operator or by a central station if wii·clcss communications arc not ava ilable in 
the vehicle. The hot list can contain any set o f plate data, from terrorist watch I isis. to stolen 
veh icles, to parking scofflaws. 

When a target plate is located, the officer in the vehicle is notified with a message that 1s 
specific to the plate, that is, every plate in the data base can have a unique, dclaikcl alert message. 
Lists can he updated automatically or manually, meai{;ng that the officer C<l n enter a plate into 
the system and be alerted when the plate is located . .. The system con also alert the driver if the 
new addition was recently seen. Integrated GPS tccl~nology allows the operator to locate the last 
contact with the vehicle. 

The usc of LPR technology in law enforcement has included a variety of applications; 
homclnnd security, electronic survei llance, sl1spect i;1t~rdiction , stolen property recovery, facility 
management and a number of other policing requircn~cnts . The tdenti fication of stolen veh icles, 
stolen license plates, and wanted and missing persoris have been the primary focus of most early 
implementations. 

LPR systems also record every license plate they come in contact with . Some systems 
record the location, <late and time of each license pl;;tc read. Th is intelligence resource is 
available as a law enforcement tool, allowing the otTiccr to identify the last known contact with a 
veh icle and also to report the li st of vehicles locn ted in a specific area at. a given Lime range. 

B. flardwarc 

Most LPR systems include a set of cameras. most infrared illuminated. Some include 
"progressive" cameras that capture images <it a variety of' computer controlled lighting conditions 
by actively managing infrared strobc!:i integrated into the cameras. These cameras arc typically 
mounted outside of the vehicle as auto glass can interfere wi th their operation. The cameras arc 
mounted e1ther pcrmnncntl y on the rooftop, magnetically in a transportable coniiguration, 
integrated into the light bar on a marked vehicle, or within a covert housing. 

Some nnplcmcntations ofLPR use a dedicated computer for the hi gh-mtcnsi ty camera 
and image manogcment; others usc the in-cclr PC. hi either cnsc, the cameras connect to a 
computer and a disploy that can be the same mobile data tcnninal or m-ear PC that the operator 
IS using for computer aidctl dispatch or other funct10iis. LPR systems typically only require the 
operator to have one computer display in the vehicle. The processor in an LPR system can 
include a specialized computer that manages the carne;·as and allows the system to run at vc1y 
high speeds rcgartll ess of the speed or power t)f the existing in-car PC/ Laptop. 
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C. Software 

LPR software typically has 3 componen ts - the character translation component , the bot 
list management component and the user interface . Other additional software components 
manage GPS information, plate read, alann history, and rcrorting features. The component of 
pnm:Hy interest is the user interface, which illUSt man:1ge the activity and allow the user to 
quickly identify an alann and the target vehicle. In ~1ost cases, most of the screen space on the 
user interface is reserved for the t(trget vchick/plate [lhoto as that is the pnmary mea ns for alarm 
vch1cle identification. T he interrace also a ll ows the tiscr to enter additional target plates, check 
on th e infom1ation in the hot list and deal with visual and aud1bk alann queues . 
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Part II 

SUGGESTED LICENSE PLATE READER 
PR.01,0COLS FOR PATROL AND 

INVESTIGATIONS 
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A. Patrol 

The fo llowmg protocols arc suggested f'o r usage oft he license plate reader and 
tcclmology. The proactive entry of any data, except as stipulated in this directive, or the access 
to LPR records MUST be approved by a Supe rvisor, and the request MUST hilvc a specific 
criminal investigative or patrol purpose. Deployment of I~PR equipment is intended to provide 
access to stolen and wanted Jiles, and for the furihcrimcc of criminal investigati ons. Usc is 
rcstncted to these purposes. No oJTiccr may use, or ailthorizc the usc of, the equipment or 

da tabase records tor any other reason. A rC(JUest for Li)R usc or data access beyond the cited 
rcason(s) herein must be made to (Agency Defi ned) . 

l. Administration: 

A Supervisor 1~ to administer and oversee the LPR program whose responsibilities 
include the following: 

M amtain an adequate number of trainers; 

Select and train approved mei11bers to operate the Ll'R 
system (A ll training must be documen ted); 

Arrange for add itional training when a nd as deemed necessary; and 

Maintain records identifying approved LPR detail s and their resul ts and ensure 
appropnate documentation of significant incidents and arrests that arc related to 
LPR usage. 

LPR Operator Selection: 

Cons ider the foll owing qualifi cations w hen approving members tor LPR 
training: 

Members driving record; 

Past t.lemonstration of good judgment regarding vehi cle pursuits; and 

Exce ll ent VTL and Penal La w cn forcci~JCnt act1 vity. 

Training: 

Officers arc prohibited from using the LPR system un til they have been 
properly trained in its use, and have been instructed as to operational 
protocols. 

2. Patrol Operations 

Officers MUST no tify and obtain approval from a supervisor to use the LPR 
dunng routine patro l. This infom1ation must he documented on Lhc LPR System Use Log. 
A supervisor MUST be notitlcd of all approJ)ri"atc matters (i.e. pursuits, signi ficant 
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arrests, etc.). Acti vity must be reported monthly on the DCJS LPR Survcy Form. 

Daily LPR User Log- A "daily user'; log will be maintained in the LPR vehicle or station 
where it is being used. Activity reports shall be consolidated and forwarded to (Agency 
Defined Supervisor) monthly. The (Agency Defined Supervisor) des ignated to oversee 
the LPR program shal l review the l og(~) to ensure that inquiri e::; arc properly completed 
and logged. This log must be retained Cor a m~nirnum of current year plus one year. If the 
log has an arrest or hit associated with it, 11 must be retained as part of the case Colder. 
Retain the log until all arrests associated with the log page ha ve reached <J llnal 
disposition. 

Ll'R Data Query Log- Requests to re view stqred d<Jta shall be recordccl and maintamecl 
in th e sa rne marmc:r as crimi nal history logs. LPR data is stored for a short time frame on 
the LPR hard drive (up to thirty clays). Access shall be limitcu to designated personnel in 
each Dc:partment, who have been provided account access to conduct authorized LPR 
stored data queries. The Officer conclLtcting the query musl make the log entry. The log 
shall be n;laincd for a minimum of current year plus one yea r. If the log hns an arrest or 
hit associ<~ t cd with it , it must be retained as p<irt of the case folder. Retain the log until all 
arrests associated with the log page have reacitcd a final dt sposition. 

Spcrial Details - (Agency Head or designated title) MUST approve LPR usc clunng 
non-tradttion<Jl VTL details (t.c. in high crime areas during Ope rat ion Impact detai ls, or 
during direc ted cri minal investigations). 

Careful consideration must be given to appropriate staffing. It is recommended 
detai ls focused in high crime areas be comprised of no less than four Officers I 
Investigators and one supervisor, usually a non-commissioned officer. 

LPR equipment may be used to l'urthcl· criminal invcstigntions by providing 
access to ston:d records and/or by ass ;gnm g LPR eq uipment in a dcs ignnted 
manner and area . 

Participation by ou tside agenc ies is not prohibited. 

Use of the LPR system in a rovmg capac1ty on details should relJtlire a driver and 
a system operator in the LPR equipped vehi cle. The LPR operator is responsible 
for confirming any hot list hits via NYSPIN, and to identify target vclticlcs for the 
support vehicles. Support vehicles may he one or two person units as directed by 
the detail supcrv1sor. 

Concealed llSC LPR vehidcs, focused on high crime reduction init iatives, will not 
be used to initiate the traffic stop absent exigent circumstances. 

Stalionaty mode usage requires only o~ic member to operate the system, verify 
hits and identify target vehicles for the suppmt cars. 

Note: Commissioned Officers may issue further restric:tions, taking into account 
knowledge or the area to be patrolled and the part icular assignment. 

NYS DCJS I License Plate Reader Suggested Gwdehncs I June, 2007 

- 12576 -



B/22/20 12 l:DIO AM f'Hnr1 : fl 4 5]~6231 9 T<) : 359-4 563 PT1GE: 013 r)F 018 

Vehicles- LPR equipped vehicles should he us(?d as oflcn as possible. When not in usc, 
every et'fort is to be made to ensure thii t the LPR vehicle is garaged. 

A copy of the Car System User Guide shal l be maintained in a folder in each LPR 
equipped vehic le. 

LPR Maintenance- The LPR camera lenses shall be cleaned with a glass cleaner sprayed 
on a soft cloth at the beginn ing and end of caci1 usc. 

Any damage shall be reported immediately through channels to the 
Commissioned Officer in ch;1rgc. Tccil;lical questions concerning the LPR shall 
be directed to (Agency Defined). 

Officers shall NOT directly contact the vcnclor(s). All vendor contact will occur 
through (Agency Defined). 

Hit Verification: 

The infom1a tion received fro1~1 License plates that arc recogni zed i'!S wanted hit<> is 
dated, typically up to 24 hours old. oii l cers must ver ify all "hits" through 
NYSPfN, and follow al l NYSPfN poiicies and procedmes. At thi s time the LPR 
does not interface with rcnl time NCIC: or NY SPIN data, the LPR is ONLY to be 
used as an invcsttgative tool. Confirmation is essentia l prior to a stop. 

Verified Hits on an u!lnccupied vehicic maintain visual observation whi le 
superv isory contact is initiated to Jctcimmc ifimmedinte recovery action will be 
taken or whether surveillance will be continued. 

Updating/Using LPI~ Wanll~d Files: 

For vehi cles equipped with Traffic and Criminal Sofi warc (TraCS), nt the 
beginning of each dctai I or shi ft using the LPR, a 'start-shin ' from the TraCS 
appl ication shall be conducted to update and transfer the requ ired wanted fiks to 
the vehicle computer. 

·Jd:***For N un TraCS C(]Uippcd vehicles follow· the Agency Instructions. 

User Added Hit Viles (Plates): 

After the initial upload to the LPR, if it becomes neccssa1y to add specific 
infonnat ion, the database can be "customized" by manually entering the 
information. This option is provided on the computer desktop screen under the 
''Operat ion" icon and shou ld be utili zed in cases \Nherc crimes arc reported attcr 
the LPR has been deployed (e.g. , Stolci1 Vehicles, Amber Alerts, rad1o item 
broadcasts, etc) or \.vhen a manual plate check needs to be perf(mncd. A 
Commiss ioned Offtccr must approve ai1y additional data entry (i.e. entering local 
police department gang llliorrnalion, p<.itrol awareness lor Project Impact 
assignments, etc.). 
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B. Investiga tions 

The License Plate Render has been used for many purposes by investigative units throughout 
New York State. Initially, it was used to addrcs~ the stolen vehicle issue and was quickly 
clctermtncd that limitmg the usc of the LPR to locatit1g stolc.n vehi cles was not an effective usc of 
the personnel assigned to these detai ls. Throughout the State , few stolen cars arc recovered 
parked on the street with their original license plates attached. If a vnl id license plate is attnchcd 
to a stolen car, the L.PR wi ll not know the car is stolci1. 

Numerous detJils conducted have yielded the following effective strategies when using the 
LPR for tnvestigati vc purposes. The LPR is useJ by specialized units wi th unifum1 patrol 
support in an cff01t to satmatc a specific geographica l area. The chance of'identiCying a crime m 
progress is directly related to the amount of vehicles stopped for violat ing the law. Thi s requires 
that all vehicles whose rcgistr<ltion plate returns any "hi t" from the hot list be stopped. The 
greatest number of vehicles which return a hit by the LPR arc in the suspended and revoked 
registration category. 

These vehicles should be impounded and therefore requ ire •m inventory search to sufeguard 
th e contents of tlie vehicle. This appli cat ion works well , cspccin ll y when specialized personnel 
from rlMCOl ies, auto th eft, fraudul en t docun;cnts, gu;i and gang units are present to examine any 
issues that ari se. Be advis~.:d, addressing a ll suspended nnd revoked r~.:gistrations can quick ly 
exhaust the resources of a detail. Consideration must be given to having the appropriate numhcr 
of personnel available and, subsequently sca li ng back wh ich "hits" will be adurcssed or ending 
the detail \Vhcn the support vehicles arc no longer <~v~i lab l e. The combining of forces within an 
agency as we ll as v.•ith state, county and loca l police has been very effective when conducting 
these samration dct;~i ls . 

The LP!{ can be used to locate vehicles of interest fi.x a specific investiga tton. An example 
'.vo uld be locating one or more recently sto len vchicics in dose prox imity to each other or 
located ncar a suspected chop shop. The stolen vchic lc(s) can then be surveilled anJ/or have a 
GPS placed on them, which will afford invcsttgators the abi li ty to follow them to their ult imate 
dcstinntion. 

Speci fic ve hicle fi les can be loaded into th e LPR th:1t may relate to a sihwtion of concern to a 
certain geogrnphical area. Some examples would be gang members or associi'ltcs, prior sex 
offenders, burglary, robbery, auto theft, larceny and criminal mischidtargets. The data co llected 
may enable in vestigators to take immediate action o;· provide solid leads should a crime occur in 
the vicin ity o fthc captured plate. 

C. Mutual Aid S il'uations 

I. E m erge ncy Based Operations 

Durmg the course of normal law cnt'Orccment duties, inc1dents may occur that 
requ ire immediate assistance from othc1 !ocai, county or state law enforcement agencies. 
The License Plate Reader can be a valuable tool m these situat ions, such as an AMBER 
AlerL, b~n k robbe1y or other violent crime, and can help bring the incident to a safe and 
successful conclusion. 
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The DCJS, as part of the letter ofagrcc;ncnt to rcce1vc a plate reader, requires the 
deployri1cn1 of ava il able license plate readers In the event an AMBER or DCJS Missing 
Child/Culkg~: Student Alert is announceu. /\. coordinated plan is presented below so that 
loca l, county and state law enforcement agcn~ ies can maximize the coverage area to 
search for any vehicle involved in the abduction . 

2. NYS AMBER and NYS DC.JS Missing C hild/College Student Alert Activations 

Communications- Upon receiv ing notification (v ia fax , NYSPJN, ema il or other 
notification system) that a NYS AMBU~ Alert or NYS DCJS Miss ing Chil cl /Col lege 
Student Alert activation has occurred, communications staff must immedi ately 
rev iew deta ils and notify supervision. 

Un less directed to take a lterna te action , communica tions staff must 
immediately broadcast Alert dct<1il s to a ll avail<1ble patrols and must specifically 
advise patro ls using LPR equipment to manually place mvolved vehicle plate 
numbcr(s) 1nto respective velllclc LPR databases. 

Upon recei pt of updated informati oi1, communications staff should 
immcdwtel y provide thi s in fo rm <Jt ion to supervis ion and patrols. If an invo lved 
vehiclepla tc number changes, patro ls using LPR equipment should be directed to 
update database entries . A II actions t<~k en by communications staff should be 
doc umented in accordance with agency poiicics and procedures. 

Upon notillcation of an Alert - J\ 11. patrols \J Slllg LPR equipment must 
manually pi<J CC involved vehic le plate nurnbcr(s) into the ve hicle database. O l"ri cers 
should pi·oceed to patrol areas whicll arc li ke ly to increase the chance or 
encountering th e vehicle Upon receipt oftipdated info rmation (i.e. , in vo lved vehicle 
plate number changes), pntrol s must immediate ly update database ent ri es . 

Look back - Officers must prompt ly ~earch the vehicle LPR databases to 
determine if a record ofpast encounters exists. If so, inlormation should immediately 
be prov ided to supervision for inves ti gative aclion. Also, supervision should review 
the agency records database, i r one exists, to determine i r patrols had prev ious 
encountered the target plate. Logs should be upda ted according to the previously 
cited general procedures. 

Recovery- Tf the vehicl e is encountered, the actions taken should ensure the 
safe recovery of the miss ing child . Orficer experience and judgment, as well as 
agency specific policies and procedures (i .e., critical inctdent management), will 
dic tate the best course or aCtiOn to take. All actions should be documented in 
accordance wi th agency policies and procedures. 

Additionally , reg istration plates can be added to the LPR database dur ing a deta il. 
These plates arc then brought to the attention of law enforcement after the t:xisting data 
has been downloaded into the LPR. Examplef' would be vehicles reported stolen after 
5:00AM that date, AMBER or DC.J S Missing Child/College Shldcnt Alert or any other 
vehic le involved in an incident or crime that is being sought by law enforcement. LPR 
units can be deployed to collect allt'egistrnti on plates in fill arct~ surrounding a major 

NYS DCJS I License Plate Reader Suggested Guidelines I June. 2007 14 
- 12579 -



8/22/~012 l : llt\ N1 f'HCJI1: I<~ S3 '· 62"l l'l TO: 3S9-,JS 63 PI\(;J•:: 0 16 t)F 0 '1 8 

crime scene or incident. LPI{ units can also be placed at "pinch points" or major routes of 
escape/travel immediately after such an event. 

3. Coordinated Scheduled Operations 

When other viol ent crimes occur (bruik robberies, murder, kidnappi11g) local 
agenc ies should contact adjacent law enforcement agencies with LJ>Rs and clctcrminc 
the proper level of ass istance needed. They should work togethe r to determine a 
perimeter and deploy the li cense plate readers accordingly. 

The development of a mutual aid plan fo llows an outline that, at a minimum, 
addresses the fo llowing issues: 

I. Definitions and Concepts 

2. L~vcls of Mutual 1\rd 

3. Mut11:1 l 1\id Procedur es 

4. Pr:1clicall ssues 

5. Law Enforcement Agency Roles :md Responsibilities 

DCJS encourages local, county and state law enforcement ngcncics to utiiJ:tc the 
LPRs in tnrgctcd tra ffic enforcement details such as Stop DWI checkpoints or se;tt belt 
enforcement details. License plate renders can be. a va luable tool in other interagency 
coordinated efforts to monitor tr<1ffic sakty o;, roadw<1ys that tnwcrsc several law 
enforcement jurisdicti ons to improve the snfcty on New York's roadways . J\s with any 
roadblock or targeted operation, the (.kpa1 trncnts invo lved should consult with the proper 
legal authority for their jurisdiction and discuss the proper manner in which tu conduct 
th e roadblock, taklllg into consideration establi shed legal precedent and the legal rights of 
the person(s) involved. 

1n conclusion , DCJS will facli tlatc meetings to assist local agencies in develop ing a Plan 
of Operation in mutual aid situations that focuses on interagency cooperat ion and infonn at ion 
shnring to ensure that the license plate readers arc tici1 loycd in the most effective manner. DCJS 
will also conduct ctcbriefings with affected agencies io fine rune the mutual aid response process 
and cooperatively 1clcntify the strengths and weaknesses in the overall deployment plan. 
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LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

l.ocal Law Enforcement Agencies 

Gina L. Uianchi 

Deputy Commissioner and Counsel 

UATE: October 26, 2006 

SUBJECT: License Plate Readers 

There docs not appear to be any legal Impediment to the usc of a license plate reader by 
la w enforcement. It does not appear that suclt usc wi.ndd constitute a Fourth Amendment scareh. 
An observat ion made by a pol ice ofiicer wtt hout a physical intnJsJon into a constitutionally 
protected area docs not impli cate the Fourth 1\mcndmCJJt or require a search warrant (~~. Hester 
v. United States, 2(!5 U. S. 57 [19241). A po ll ee officer who is lawfu ll y present in an area may 
look into the windows of a parked car (sec,, United States v. Marti n, ~06 .F.2d 204[ I986J).Given 
the foregoing, it seems clear that a police officer's observation of a license plate on a car located 
in an area viewable from a public stree t would not constitute a search. The usc of a license plate 
reader to cnhanc·e the officer's observation \You ld likely nut cause lht: ul.Jservation to become a 
search for purposes of th c Fourt h /\mcndrnc n1 . Fo r ex:lmple, the usc of artificial illumination to 
aid an officer's observations docs not constitute a search (sec, United States v. L~c, 274 U.S. 559 
[1927]; People v. Hughes, 2 11 /\.D .2d 576,622 N.Y.S.2d 12 [l995J; People v. Vasquez, 229 
/\.D.2d 997, 645 N.Y.S .2d 672 [19901). Sirmlarl y, the usc of binoculars to rnagnify an object 
doc~ not constitu te a ~careh (sec, United Stat<..:S v. Lee, _supra). A li cense plate reader merely 
accomplishes, more efficiently, the same task that a !)o lice officer may accomplish by reading a 
license plate and mnnually entering the number into a data-base. Therefore, it is rcasonabk to 
assume that a cotui would no t ho ld that the usc of a license plate rcaclcr would constih1tc a 
search . IIowever, at this time there is no decisional 6 tsc law from any court eonccming the usc 
of a I iccnsc plate reader. 

The fo regoing infom1a tion conceming the usc of license plate readers is advisory only 
and is meant to provide gu tclancc and highlight points to consiJcr in developing a policy to 
govern the use or license plate readers. It is rccomrricndcd that each law enforcement agency 
consult wi th its own legal advisor prior to nclopting a policy regarding the usc or license p.latc 
readers. 
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