
Biographies of Scholars Appearing as Amici 
 

James R. Acker is a Distinguished Teaching Professor at the School of Criminal 
Justice, at the University at Albany (State University of New York).  He has authored and 
edited numerous scholarly articles and books focusing on capital punishment, including 
works addressing New York's older and recent history regarding the death penalty. 

 
Stuart Banner is the Norman Abrams Professor of Law at UCLA, and the author of 

The Death Penalty: An American History. 
 
William J. Bowers is author of Executions in America and Legal Homicide: Death as 

Punishment in America, 1864-1982.  In 1990 he initiated the Capital Jury Project, a National 
Science Foundation funded 14 state study of 1,198 jurors from 353 capital trials conducted 
in collaboration with an interdisciplinary team of university based investigators.  In 2000 
he was the Recipient of the August Volmer Award of the American Society of Criminology 
for his research on capital punishment.  Professor Bowers is presently Senior Research 
Scientist, School of Criminal Justice, at the University at Albany (State University of New 
York). 

 
Scott Christianson, Ph.D., is a graduate of the University of Connecticut and a former 

New York state criminal justice official.  He is the author of Condemned: Inside the Sing Sing 
Death House; Innocent: Inside Wrongful Conviction Cases; Innocence Lost in New Jersey (with 
Sandra K. Manning); and The Last Gasp: The Rise and Fall of the American Gas Chamber. 

 
David Garland is the Arthur T. Vanderbilt Professor of Law and Professor of 

Sociology at New York University. He is the author of Peculiar Institution: America’s Death 
Penalty in an Age of Abolition.   

 
James S. Liebman is the Simon H. Rifkind Professor at Columbia Law School.  He has 

written extensively on patterns of use of the death penalty in the United States over the 
past half century, including, most recently, Minority Practice, Majority's Burden: The Death 
Penalty Today, 9 Ohio St. J. Crim. L. 255 (2011) (with Peter Clarke). 

 
Michael Meltsner is a graduate of the Yale Law School and Matthews Distinguished 

University Professor of Law at the Northeastern University School of Law. He has studied, 
researched, written and litigated issues arising from the administration of capital 
punishment since 1962. His book, Cruel and Unusual: The Supreme Court and Capital 

PUNISHMENT is generally, regarded as the authoritative history of the events leading to 
Furman v. Georgia. 

 
Richard Moran is a professor of sociology at Mount Holyoke College in South Hadley, 

Massachusetts. He is the author of The Executioner's Current: Thomas Edison, George 
Westinghouse, and the Invention of the Electric Chair.  

  
Michael L. Radelet is a Professor in the Department of Sociology at the University of 

Colorado in Boulder.  Over the past thirty years he has published nearly 100 books and 



articles on various aspects of the death penalty, including on the history of the death 
penalty in Colorado and the history of all U.S. cases in which White defendants were 
executed for crimes against Black victims. 

 
Austin Sarat is the William Nelson Cromwell professor of jurisprudence & political 

science at Amherst College. He is the author of When the State Kills: Capital Punishment and 
the American Condition.   

 
Franklin E. Zimring is the William G. Simon Professor of Law and Wolfen 

Distinguished Scholar at the University of California at Berkeley.  He has written 
extensively on the death penalty, including most recently, The Contradictions of American 
Capital Punishment and, with David Johnson, The Next Frontier; National Development, 
Political Change and the Death Penalty in Asia. 
 
 


