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Dr. 'Llnda Fenner, Superintendent
Dublin-City Schools g .
7030 Coffman Road - - )

Dear Superintendent Fenner:

The purpose of this correspondence is to inform you that my office, the
American Civi] Liberties Union (ACLU) of Ohio Foundation, Inc., has been in contact .
with parents and students who attend Dublin High School. These students and- their
parents share one concern — the fecent controversy ‘at Dubhn High School regarding -
student t-shirts. :

As you are undoubtedly aware, there has been a small series.of incidents at
Dublin High School involving students wearing t-shirts containing political messages.
The first instance occurred on March 22, 2005 when one student wore a.shirt
containing text reading “I support gay marriage”. "That studem, as you know, was
made to remove hlS shlrt by Principal Steve Best.
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"The next day, March. 23 2005, a group of addmonal students wore shirts with

‘the same or similar messages. Those students were also made to remove their shirts by

Mr. Best. Wheri one student refused, she was repottedly dismissed from school for the
day. -

+ On the following day, Match 24, 2005, several dozen students wore t-shirts
emblazoned with pro-First Améndment messages. Those students, to the school s
credit, were apparently permitted to remam in school free of any demands to remove or
change their clothmg _ o " \

Nonetheless the ACLU of.Chio is deeply troubled by the preyious actions by
school officials’ resultmg in students removing t-shirts because of the viewpqints
expressed. While it is my understanding that no students. have been formally
disciplined for the wearing of their shirts, . it ‘is our opinion that even the

~administration’s demands to remove the shirts constitutes an unconstitutional
1nfrmgement of those students’ free speech rlghts ' :

Indeed the U.S. Supreme Court ruled on this very issue in 1969. In Tinker v.
Des Moznes School District, 393 U.S. 503 (1969), the U.S. Supreme Court made it very
clear that students do not “shed their constitutional rights to freedom of_speech or
expression at the schoolhouse gate In Tinker, students wore black arinbands to
protest U. S m1[1tary mvolvement in Vigtnam and were suspended from thelr school
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" The Court found those students engaged in “silent; [ngsive expression of opinion, -

unaccompanied by any disorder or disturbgihcc” fully gro’técted by the 'First ,- . '
" Amendment. Furthermorg, the Court ruled that the students in Tinker “may not be . ’

. regarded as closed-circuit recipients’ of only that which the State wishes to
communicate”. .~ -~ < o : ' ‘ s
All reports regarding the t-shirt céfnirbvprsy' at Dublin High School suggest that
the students in question were engaged in exactly the type of silerit, unobtrusive political
expression at issue in Tinker. To be sure, since the Tinker decision, numerous federal )
courts including'the U.S" Supreme Court, ‘have -consistently upheld the right of public
school students to engage in this type of speech activity.. . , ‘ -
. L : \ f - "
While we are sincerelv hnpetul that the refusal by the administration at Dublin *
High ‘School to in any way discipline the students, who wore t-shirts on Mareh 24,
2005, demonstrates a new found recognition of students’ free speech rights, we still
feel it n\eces's‘ary to express our concerns should this be an ongoing problem..

For that réasori, we will continue to monitor the actions of Dublin High School
administration officials as it relates to this t-shirt controversy in order to ensure
compliance,with the First Atnendment. Should we receive reports that school officials

“continue to violate student expressiot, [ will have no ¢hoice but to refer the’ matter, for
possible litigation to the: ACLU of Ohio Foundation’s Board of Directors.

Again, with your cooperation, I anticipate this won’t be necessary and remain
- optimistic that no" further. correspondence from our office on this matter will be
necessary. . ‘ o : S T o

. Should you‘hé‘lve- any further questions or concerns please do' not hesitate to.
© contact me ’ . : : s
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- Sincerely;

o, frey M. Gamso ~ «
= Legal Director '

N

cc: Lloyd Snyder, General Counsel, ACLU of Ohi_o Foundation
Christine Lipk: Executive Director, ACLU of tho Foun'dat_ion



