
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF OKLAHOMA 

 
 

(1.) The Oklahoma Observer, (2.) Arnold 
Hamilton, (3.) Guardian US, (4.) Katie 
Fretland, 
 
Plaintiffs,     

     

 
 
 
 
 
Civil Case No. 14-905-HE 

                
DECLARATION OF  
EUGENE JOSEPH SENAT JR., 
PH.D. 

 
 

-v- 
 
(1.) Robert Patton in his capacity as 
Director, Oklahoma Department of 
Corrections; (2.) Anita Trammell, in her 
capacity as Warden of the Oklahoma State 
Penitentiary, 
   
Defendants.  

 

I, Eugene Joseph Senat Jr., Ph.D., declare as follows: 

1. I am an Associate Professor at the School of Media & Strategic Communications at 

Oklahoma State University. My research and writing focus on open government as 

analyzed through the lens of Oklahoma mass communications laws and freedom of 

information laws. I have participated as an expert consultant or witness in four civil 

lawsuits before state courts in Oklahoma, analyzing issues in open records, journalistic 

ethics, obscenity, and libel. 

2. In this declaration, I discuss Oklahoma’s strong tradition and practice of public access to 

its government. Oklahoma’s philosophy of open government is demonstrated in its 

historic right of public access to executions, the development of its “sunshine” statutes, 

and state court decisions upholding the right to a public trial. The information in this 

declaration is based upon my personal knowledge and sources of the type in which 
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researchers in my field would rely. If called to testify, I could and would competently 

testify thereto. 

Summary of Declaration 

3. Historically, the propriety of public access has been judged according to the value such 

transparency lends to the processes of Oklahoma government. Oklahoma’s access laws 

and precedents reflect and establish a default of public access, government openness, and 

public oversight of government in the state. Oklahoma has a strong history of open 

records and open meetings, particularly with respect to records and proceedings of the 

criminal justice system. This precedent of access is supported by the belief that sunshine 

and public oversight foster legitimate government. For example, a court of criminal 

appeals held in favor of cameras in courtrooms because of the need to inform the public 

about the impact of criminal laws and punishments. In 1948, a court of appeals reversed a 

man’s conviction in a closed trial, explaining that a public trial is not only a right of the 

accused but also a public right in Oklahoma.  

4. An execution is the most powerful act that a government can take against an individual. 

Oklahoma’s traditions and logical adherence to a default of openness permit the 

conclusion that Oklahoma citizens are entitled, and in fact have an affirmative obligation, 

to know how an execution will be administered.  

Qualifications and Background 

5. I received my Ph.D. in Mass Communications from the University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill in 2000, and my Master’s degree in Journalism from Memphis State 

University in 1993. My academic work in journalism and communications followed my 

career in news and editorial print journalism, including reporting for The Commercial 

2 
 

Case 5:14-cv-00905-HE   Document 22   Filed 10/07/14   Page 2 of 65



Appeal in Memphis, Tennessee, and the Tulsa World in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Since joining 

the faculty of Arts and Sciences at Oklahoma State University in 1998, I have taught a 

variety of undergraduate- and graduate-level journalism courses on topics including mass 

communication law, public affairs reporting, censorship, media style and structure, basic 

and advanced reporting and writing, editing, internet communications, and journalistic 

ethics. 

6. I have written books and articles on issues on the First Amendment, privacy, mass 

communication, and open government law. In 2002, I published the first edition of my 

journalism textbook, MASS COMMUNICATION LAW IN OKLAHOMA, now in its seventh 

edition. In 2008, I published a handbook titled CITIZEN’S POCKET GUIDE TO OKLAHOMA 

SUNSHINE LAWS. Some 7,000 copies of the pocket guide have been distributed across the 

state. I contributed the following chapters to books on government and information 

transparency: Public Access and Informational Privacy in Electronic Government 

Databases, in Transparency 2.0, 36 (Charles Davis & David Cuillier, eds., 2014); and 

Extending First Amendment Protections, in Internet Issues and Applications 1997-98, 23 

(Bert Dempsey & Paul Jones, eds., 1998).  

7. I am active in outreach and public education in Oklahoma regarding open government 

and public records laws. I have served on the Board of Directors of Freedom of 

Information Oklahoma Inc. since 2003 and as President in 2007. In 2009, I partnered 

with The Oklahoman and Tulsa World to help answer a national survey of state 

government websites in Oklahoma. I also authored and administered a survey of local 

government websites in Oklahoma, and placed articles on the survey’s findings in the 

Tulsa World and The Oklahoman. I presented the findings at the 2009 Freedom of 

3 
 

Case 5:14-cv-00905-HE   Document 22   Filed 10/07/14   Page 3 of 65



Information Oklahoma conference Oklahoma Sunshine 09: Because It’s Your Right to 

Know. I have lectured and provided open records law presentations and workshops to 

local, national, and international audiences. I also have served on the Freedom of 

Information Committee for the national Society of Professional Journalists since 2013. 

8. I also write an open government blog for Freedom of Information Oklahoma Inc. that has 

been read by thousands of visitors from all 50 states and dozens of countries. It was 

selected as one of the Top Ten Best New Blogs in Oklahoma for 2009. At the blog, I also 

create and provide legal resources for free to the public, including primers on state law 

and a model letter for requesting records pursuant to Oklahoma’s Open Records Act.  

9. Additionally, I provide expert consultations regarding open government and media law 

issues to numerous newspapers and television stations, non-profit organizations, 

government offices, and members of the public. I have advised representatives of The 

Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, ProPublica, The Center for Public Integrity, 

the Student Press Law Center, the National Freedom of Information Coalition, the 

Virginia Coalition for Open Government, The Iowa Freedom of Information Council, 

The First Amendment Coalition, Thomson Reuters, The Huffington Post, Bloomberg 

Businessweek, Education Week, The Charlotte Observer, and The Atlanta Journal-

Constitution, among others. As noted above, I have participated as an expert consultant or 

witness in several civil Oklahoma lawsuits, analyzing issues in open records, journalistic 

ethics, obscenity, and libel. In one of these cases, I served as Plaintiff’s Consultant; in the 

other three as Defendant’s Consultant.  

10. My full and complete resume is attached to this declaration as Exhibit A. 
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I. Statutory Authorities for Oklahoma’s Tradition of Open Government 

11. The principle of an open, accountable government has deep roots in all three branches of 

American government. In the first year of Woodrow Wilson’s presidency, he expressed 

his conviction that the people are best served by an open government. For the “popular 

will” to direct government, “a first necessity is to open the doors and let in the light on all 

affairs which the people have a right to know about,” Wilson said.1 “There is not any 

legitimate privacy about matters of government. Government must, if it is to be pure and 

correct in its processes, be absolutely public in everything that affects it.”2 Some 65 years 

later, the U.S. Supreme Court noted the importance of an informed citizenry facilitated by 

the federal Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”). “The basic purpose of FOIA is to 

ensure an informed citizenry, vital to the functioning of a democratic society, needed to 

check against corruption and to hold the governors accountable to the governed," the 

Court stated.3 Likewise, Oklahoma’s Open Records and Open Meeting laws recognize 

the important, direct connection between public access to government information and a 

healthy democracy.  

12. Oklahoma’s first statutes providing for public meetings of government bodies were 

enacted in 1959.4 The current version, the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act, was enacted in 

1977.5 The Legislature’s goal in enacting the Open Meeting Act “was not simply to 

1 Woodrow Wilson, The New Freedom 59 (1913). 
2 Id. at 66–67. “Whenever any public business is transacted, wherever plans affecting the public 

are laid, or enterprises touching the public welfare, comfort or convenience go forward, 
wherever political programs are formulated, or candidates agreed on, over that place a voice 
must speak, with the divine prerogative of a people's will, the words: ‘Let there be light.’” Id. 
at 68. 

3 NLRB  v. Robbins Tire & Rubber Co., 437 U.S. 214, 242 (1978). 
4 Okla. Stat. Ann. tit. 25, § 201 (West 1959) (repealed 1977).  
5 Okla. Stat. Ann. tit. 25, §§ 301–314 (West 2014). 
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prevent or punish deliberate violations, but to restore sadly sagging public confidence in 

government,” said then-Attorney General Jan Eric Cartwright in 1982.6 The statute states, 

“It is the public policy of the State of Oklahoma to encourage and facilitate an informed 

citizenry's understanding of the governmental processes and governmental problems.”7 

As the Oklahoma Court of Civil Appeals noted in 2008, “The Act serves to inform the 

citizenry of the governmental problems and processes by informing them of the business 

the government will be conducting.”8 A 1980 Attorney General Opinion said the statute 

“must be given a construction, which will effectuate and not subvert the intention of the 

Legislature in facilitating an informed citizenry’s right to participate in government and 

understand why government acts affecting their daily lives are taken.”9 A year later, the 

Oklahoma Supreme Court held that because the Open Meeting Act was “enacted for the 

public’s benefit,” the statute “is to be construed liberally in favor of the public.”10 As 

then-Attorney General Drew Edmondson summarized in 2000, “a governmental body 

must operate with such openness that the citizenry is informed of its activities.”11 

13. The Oklahoma Legislature adopted this same philosophy of open government in the 

state’s Open Records Act, which was enacted in 1985. The statute’s preamble emphasizes 

6 1982 OK AG 212, ¶ 11 (all cited Oklahoma Attorney General opinions are available at 
http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/start.asp). 

7 Okla. Stat. tit. 25, § 302 (West 2014). 
8 Wilson v. City of Tecumseh, 194 P.3d 140, 144 (Okla. Civ. App. 2008). 
9 1980 OK AG 215, ¶ 12. 
10 Int’l Ass’n of Firefighters, Local 2479 v. Thorpe, 1981 OK 95, ¶ 7, 632 P.2d 408, 411 (Okla. 

1981). See also In re Order Declaring Annexation, 637 P.2d 1270, 1273 (Okla. Civ. App. 
1981) (“Like other legislation enacted for the benefit of the public, open meeting laws are 
liberally construed to further their goals and favor the public.”); 1997 OK AG 98, ¶ 5; 1992 
OK AG 23; 1982 OK AG 212, supra note 6, at ¶ 2 (“Statutes are to be construed with reason to 
accomplish the Legislature’s purpose, as opposed to construing them in a manner to encourage 
the evil against which such statutes are directed.”); and 1982 OK AG 114. 

11 2000 OK AG 7, ¶ 30. 
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the importance of an open government: “As the Oklahoma Constitution recognizes and 

guarantees, all political power is inherent in the people. Thus, it is the public policy of the 

State of Oklahoma that the people are vested with the inherent right to know and be fully 

informed about their government.”12  

14. The Oklahoma Open Records Act’s stated purpose is “to ensure and facilitate the public’s 

right of access to and review of government records so they may efficiently and 

intelligently exercise their inherent political power.”13 According to a 2002 Attorney 

General Opinion interpreting the statute, the statute’s “statement of policy establishes a 

presumption of openness.”14 The public records policies and procedures of state and local 

government agencies “must be in the letter and spirit of the Open Records Act,” 

according to a 1999 Attorney General Opinion.15 And the Oklahoma Supreme Court has 

held that in ruling on records requests, public bodies and courts must consider that, given 

the intent of the Open Records Act, “disclosure of information is to be favored over a 

finding of exemption.”16  

15. Combined, these sunshine statutes ensure the right of Oklahomans to be fully informed 

about their government’s actions so that they can intelligently exercise their inherent 

political power over that government.  

 

12 Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.2 (West 2014). 
13 Id. 
14 2002 OK AG 5, ¶ 13. 
15 1999 OK AG 55, ¶ 22. 
16 Tulsa Tribune Co. v. Okla. Horse Racing Comm’n, 1986 OK 24, ¶ 23, 735 P.2d 548, 555. See 

also 1995 OK AG 97, ¶ 5 (“The Act is construed “to favor disclosure” over withholding 
information.”); 1988 OK AG 35, ¶ 3 (“It is clear from this definition that the Act is intended to 
be quite broad in its coverage in the State. Similarly, the intent of the Act requires that 
questions of doubt as to the accessibility of government records be resolved in favor of 
access.”). 
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II. Openness in the Criminal Justice System 

16. This default of openness applies robustly to criminal justice proceedings in the state. 

Oklahoma has demonstrated its openness particularly with respect to records and 

proceedings in the criminal justice system because of the perceived need for public 

oversight of the important processes concerning the liberty or incarceration of the state’s 

citizens.  

17. In the Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals’ first ruling on the issue of a criminal 

defendant’s right to a public trial, the court said a “public trial” means precisely what the 

expression implies: 

 “[A] public trial is a trial at which the public is free to attend. It is not essential to the 
right of attendance that a person be a relative of the accused, an attorney, a witness, or a 
reporter for the press, nor can those classes be taken as the exclusive representatives of 
the public. Men may have no interest whatever in the trial, except to see how justice is 
done in the courts of their country.”17  

 

18. In that 1948 case, the court reversed a man’s conviction on charges of transporting 

prostitutes because the trial judge had closed the entire trial to the public. To uphold that 

closure would be “to say that the constitutional guaranty of a public trial is an empty 

promise,” the Court of Criminal Appeals said.18 “It not alone affects the accused but the 

public also is interested in knowing how their servants, the judge, county attorney, 

sheriff, and court clerk conduct public business.”19 

19. In 1958, the Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals reasoned that the press has an integral 

role in maintaining an effective and fair judicial system.  “The doors of our courts must 

17 Neal v. State, 192 P.2d 294, 296 (Okla. Crim. App. 1948) (quoting Davis v. United States, 247 
F. 394 (8th Cir. 1917)). 

18 Id. at 297. 
19 Id. 
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never be closed for Star Chamber sessions,” the court said.20 “They must be open to the 

press and its prying eyes and purifying pen to report courtroom abuses, evil and corrupt 

influences which despoil and stagnate the flow of equal and exact justice.”21  

20. In that case, the court held that television cameras in a courtroom were beneficial because 

they educated the public about the judicial system: 

“There is no field of government about which the people know so little as 
they do about the courts. There is no field of government about which they 
should know as much, as about their courts. Those institutions of justice 
engaged in construing constitutional rights and interpreting legislative acts 
which will determine our enjoyment of life and liberty and our pursuit of 
happiness. What is more vital to the people? Many members of the legal 
profession who advocate the dissemination of knowledge for every purpose 
in all other fields rebel at the thought of the people being informed 
concerning the operations of the lawyers’ legal preserve. The courts do not 
belong to the lawyers but are institutions by, of, and for the people. In this 
modern age, it is well that the veil of mysticism surrounding our courts be 
removed and the people be confronted with reality. We are not afraid or 
ashamed and we must be consistent.”22 

 
21. Oklahoma courts have therefore established that an informed public is necessary to 

the proper functioning of the judicial process. 

 
 

III. Public Executions 

22. In addition to government meetings and judicial proceedings, Oklahoma has long 

recognized the importance of public and press access to executions. Indeed, Oklahoma 

has required that members of the public be permitted to witness execution proceedings 

since its first days as a United States territory. 

20 Lyles v. State, 330 P.2d 734, 740 (Oka. Crim. App. 1958) 
21 Id. 
22 Id. at 742–43 (“An argument which appeals to us in support of extending the privileges of 

freedom of the press to televisors of court proceedings is the necessity of educating and 
informing our people concerning the proper functioning of the courts.”).      
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23. Legal scholars have noted that private executions are a relatively recent occurrence in 

America, with executions fully open to the public until the nineteenth century.23 Only in 

response to a movement to abolish capital punishment in the 1830s did some states 

remove executions to non-public fora.24 “The move to exclude the public from 

executions was apparently motivated by a desire to make executions more civilized and 

by a fear that well-publicized executions would fan sentiment to abolish capital 

punishment altogether,” one author noted.25  

24. In the Oklahoma Territory (1890–1907), executions were to be conducted within the 

walls or yard of the county jail “or some convenient private place in the county.”26 But 

public observation consistently remained an important part of the proceeding. Territorial 

law required that executions be witnessed by “twelve reputable citizens” selected by the 

sheriff or deputy sheriff.27 

25. The first legal public hanging in the Oklahoma Territory occurred in the yard of the 

Oklahoma County Jail on March 13, 1895.28 Two days prior to the execution, The Daily 

Oklahoman newspaper reported that “only about 100 persons – including the civil 

23 John D. Bessler, Televised Executions and the Constitution: Recognizing a First Amendment 
Right of Access to State Executions, 45 Fed. Comm. L.J. 355, 359 (1993); G.M.M., The 
Executioner’s Song: Is There a Right to Listen? 69 Va. L. Rev. 373, 375 (1983). 

24 Bessler, supra note 23, at 360; G.M.M., supra note 23, at 375. See also R. Michael Wilson, 
Legal Execution in the Western Territories, 1847–1911 4 (2010) (noting that the law was 
changed “to require that gallows be built inside an enclosure, and the hanging to be a private 
affair”).  

25 G.M.M., supra note 23, at 375. 
26 Oklahoma, The Statutes of Oklahoma, 1890 1014 (1891) (Procedure – Criminal, Art. 15 

Judgment and Execution, §41). 
27 Id. at 1014–15 (§42). 
28 The Law Vindicated, The Daily Oklahoman, Mar. 14, 1895, at 1 (attached as Exhibit C). See 

also Orben J. Casey, And Justice for All: The Legal Profession in Oklahoma, 1821–1889 84 
(1989). 
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officers, twelve reputable citizens, five friends of the condemned and deputy sheriffs” – 

would be able to witness the hanging.29  

26. Between 1907 – the year of statehood – and 1913, seven men were legally hanged.30 In 

1913, Oklahoma legislators substituted electrocution for hanging as the method of capital 

punishment.31 State law still required that twelve “reputable citizens” attend each 

execution.32 

27. Between December 1915 and August 1966, Oklahoma executed eighty-two men by the 

electric chair and one by hanging – all at the Oklahoma State Penitentiary.33 The single 

hanging occurred June 19, 1936. Morgan described it as a “messy affair, the noose failed 

to break Gooch’s neck, causing him to slowly strangle for a tortious fifteen minutes 

before expiring.”34 A crowd of nearly 350 people saw the entire execution, according to 

an Associated Press report.35 

29 Milligan’s Execution, The Daily Oklahoman, Mar. 12, 1895, at 1 (“A number of deputy 
marshals, and the sheriffs of nearly every county in the territory will be present at the 
execution….”) (article on file with author).  See also The Hour Approacheth, The Daily 
Oklahoman, Mar. 13, 1895, at 1 (“The execution will take place at 12 o’clock sharp, and will 
be witnessed by a jury of twelve citizens, a number of civil officers, five friends of the 
condemned, the county physician and county attorney, and other officials.”) (attached as 
Exhibit B). 

30 R.D. Morgan, Taming the Sooner State: The War Between Lawmen & Outlaws in Oklahoma 
& Indian Territory 1875–1941 44  (2007) (article. 

31 Id. 
32 Id. at 45. 
33 Id. 
34 Id. at 46. See also Gooch Dies on Scaffold, Giving Youth Warning of Deep ‘Pitfalls’, The 

Daily Oklahoman, June 20, 1936, at 2 (“When the noose was adjusted, Owen pulled the lever 
and Gooch’s body plummeted downward seven and one-half feet, his feet dangling an inch 
above the ground. It was not until 15 minutes later that Dr. T.H. McCarley, prison physician, 
signaled that Gooch was dead.”) (attached as Exhibit D). 

35 Gooch Dies on Scaffold, Giving Youth Warning of Deep ‘Pitfalls’, supra note 34. See also 
Noel Houston, Gooch Laughs and Hopes as Trap is Fixed, The Daily Oklahoman, June 18, 
1936, at 1 (“Officials were considering placing a curtain around the bottom of the gallows, so 
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28. Oklahoma law has required press access to executions since at least 1951.36 The current 

statutory requirements for the execution proceeding provide that “reporters from 

recognized members of the news media will be admitted upon proper identification, 

application and approval of the warden.”37 As at trial, the press “and its prying eyes and 

purifying pen”38 were necessary to help ensure equal and exact justice at the execution.    

Conclusion 

29. The Oklahoma Supreme Court has stated: 

There is a recognized need in a free, self-governing society for dissemination of 
information of fundamental importance to the people. Without accurate media 
coverage and discussion of issues that are of governmental interest, it is doubtful 
that the general public would be able to make informed decisions and participate 
intelligently in their governance; nor would representatives of government be able 
to perform their assigned tasks effectively. The protection of this activity is 
essential for an effective democracy.39  
 

30. Oklahoma’s history and logic of openness establish a default in favor of press and public 

access to acts of state government. This default is especially pronounced with respect to 

the criminal justice system and its most consequential component: the execution of a 

death sentence. Oklahoma’s long history of public access to executions, combined with 

the logical imperatives of transparency in the execution process, create a strong 

presumption in favor of media access to executions carried out in the state.  

31. The Department of Correction’s use of a closed shade to limit media observation of 

critical portions of the execution of Clayton Lockett on April 29, 2014, represented a 

that the 200 witnesses will not be horrified should Gooch be decapitated, which sometimes 
happens in hangings.”) (attached as Exhibit E). 

36 1992 Okla. Sess. Law Serv. Ch. 106 (H.B. 2268) (West). 
37 Okla. Stat. tit. 22, § 1015(B) (West 2014). 
38 Lyles, 330 P.2d at 740. 
39 Gaylord Entm’t Co. v. Thompson, 1998 OK 30, ¶ 13, 958 P.2d 128, 138 (adopting a 

Meiklejohnian interpretation of the Oklahoma Constitution’s Free Speech, Free Press 
provision) (emphasis in original). 
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departure from Oklahoma's tradition of providing access where it serrres an extraordinary

need: that of public oversight over the execution of state citizens.

I declare, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. $1746,
underpenalty ofperjury underthe laws of
tlrc United States, that ttre foregoing is tnre
and correct totlrc best of my lanwledge and
belief.

i
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Joey Senat, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 

OSU School of Media & Strategic Communications, 206 Paul Miller, Stillwater, OK  74078 
Phone: 405-744-8277  Email: joey.senat@okstate.edu  Twitter: @Joey_Senat  Web: okstateu.com/joeysenat/ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

RESEARCH INTERESTS 
o Oklahoma’s Mass Communication Laws 
o State Freedom of Information Laws 
o First Amendment Rights of College and High School Students 

 
EDUCATION 

o Ph.D., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, December 2000 
Dissertation: Privacy Versus Public Access: An Analysis of How Courts Balance These Two Competing Social 
Interests When Government Records Are Computerized  
Focus: Mass Communication Law 
 

o Master of Arts, Journalism, Memphis State University, August 1993  
Thesis: An Analysis of the Curricula and Structures of Master's Programs in Journalism and Mass 
Communication 

 Focus: Journalism and Higher Education 
  
o Bachelor of Arts, Journalism, Louisiana State University, May 1984  

Focus: News-Editorial Journalism and Radio News 
 

AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS 
o TOP TEN BEST NEW BLOGS IN OKLAHOMA FOR 2009, FOI OKLAHOMA BLOG, Okie Blog Awards, which are intended, 

in part, “to raise awareness about the growing significance of blogs as important sources of news, 
information and entertainment, etc.”  Available at http://okiedoke.com/ok/08awards/oba08nom.htm.  
 

o 2008-09 OUTSTANDING PROFESSOR, SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM & BROADCASTING, selected by OSU Ad Club 
 

o 2007 MARIAN OPALA FIRST AMENDMENT AWARD, FOI OKLAHOMA INC., presented Nov. 1, 2007, at the Ninth 
Annual First Amendment Congress 
 Named in honor of Oklahoma Supreme Court Justice Marian Opala, the award recognizes an 
individual's efforts to uphold rights protected by the First Amendment. I was the first journalism faculty 
member to receive the award. Other recipients have included the state attorney general, the executive 
editor of the state's largest newspaper, and civil rights leader Clara Luper. 
 

o DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO THE FIRST AMENDMENT AWARD, Oklahoma Pro Chapter of the Society of Professional 
Journalists, presented Jan. 29, 2005 
 

o GOLDEN TORCH AWARD, College of Arts & Sciences, Oklahoma State University, presented March 25, 2005, 
by the Mortar Board Honor Society for dedication to promoting scholarship, leadership and service 
  

o OUTSTANDING PROFESSOR, College of Arts & Sciences, Oklahoma State University, 1999 – 2000 
• FINALIST: 2008-09 AND 2003-04 
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Joey Senat, Ph.D., Associate Professor, OSU School of Media & Strategic Communications 

o LETTER COMMENDING COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING, OSU President James E. Halligan,                             
24 October 2002 
 

o LETTER COMMENDING COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING, OSU President James E. Halligan,                        
19 January 2001 
 

o 1997 JOHN B. ADAMS AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN THE STUDY OF MASS COMMUNICATION LAW, School of Journalism 
and Mass Communication, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
 

o SECOND PLACE, STUDENT PAPER, LAW DIVISION, Southeastern Regional Colloquium of the History, Law, and 
Newspaper Divisions of the Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication, Roanoke, 
Va., March 1996 
 

SCHOLARSHIP, RESEARCH & CREATIVE ACTIVITIES 
BOOK 

o Joey Senat, Mass COMMUNICATION LAW IN OKLAHOMA (7th ed. 2014). (previous editions in 2007, 2005, 
2003, August 2002 and January 2002) 

 
BOOK CHAPTER  

o Joey Senat, Public Access and Informational Privacy in Electronic Government Databases, in 
TRANSPARENCY 2.0, 36-50 (Charles Davis and David Cuillier, eds., Peter Lang Press, 2014). 
 

o Joey Senat, Extending First Amendment Protections, in INTERNET ISSUES AND APPLICATIONS, 1997-98, 23-46 
(Bert Dempsey and Paul Jones, eds., Scarecrow Press, 1998). 
                  

REFEREED JOURNAL ARTICLES 
o Joey Senat, Whose Business Is It: Is Public Business Conducted on Officials’ Personal Electronic Devices 

Subject to State Open Records Laws? 19(3) COMM. L. & POL’Y 293-326 (Summer 2014). 
 

o Joey Senat, Editor & Publisher Slow To Change Depiction of Women, 25(4) NEWSPAPER RES. J. 67-81 (Fall 
2004). 
  

o Joey Senat, Reno v. Condon and the Driver’s Privacy Protection Act: Regulating State Public Records as 
Commodities in an Information Marketplace, 24(2) NEWSPAPER RES. J. 63-81 (Spring 2003). 
 

o Joey Senat, 1st Amendment Online: Do Student Editors at Public Universities Shed Their Free Speech in 
Cyberspace? 36(1) C. MEDIA REV. 4-7 (Winter 1998). 
 

o Joey Senat and Elinor Grusin, Seeking a Theoretical Framework for Master's Programs in the 1990s, 
49(2) JOURNALISM EDUCATOR SPECIAL ISSUE: GRADUATE EDUC. IN MASS COMM. 18-28 (Summer 1994). 
    

FOI RESOURCES 
o FOI Oklahoma Blog, www.foioklahoma.org  

I have written more than 500 postings on my open government blog since creating it in June 2009. 
The blog has had more than 36,000 unique visitors and more than 100,000 page views. Readers have 
come from all 50 states and a dozen countries/territories. 

 
o Citizen’s Pocket Guide to Oklahoma Sunshine Laws, First Edition, 2008; Second Edition, 2011. (Some 

7,000 have been distributed across the state.)  

 2 
2
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Joey Senat, Ph.D., Associate Professor, OSU School of Media & Strategic Communications 

o Open Meeting Act and Open Records Act Primers, first posted online in 2004. 
 
o Model Letter for Public Records Requests, first posted online in 2003. (My model letter for requesting 

public records is used successfully by reporters, lawyers and the general public.) 
 

INVITED ARTICLES FOR PROFESSIONAL PUBLICATIONS 
NATIONAL  

o Clarifying the Clery Act on campus crime, QUILL: A MAGAZINE BY THE SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL 
JOURNALISTS (May/June 2013, Vol. 101, No. 3): 27. 
 

o Public’s business is public, QUILL: A MAGAZINE BY THE SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISTS (December 
2008, Vol. 96, No. 9): 32 (overview of my preliminary research on whether the ownership of the 
device or the substance of the message is the deciding factor when determining if a government 
record is open to the public).    

 
o Know Your Rights, Essay, STATE: THE OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY (Winter 2007, 

Vol. 3, No. 2): 112 (commentary on the importance of FOI laws to a healthy democracy).    
 

o Drivers’ data creates controversies in courts and Congress, THE IRE JOURNAL (September 1999): 8-
10. (Publication of Investigative Reporters and Editors Inc. Synopsis of my research on whether 
Congress had the constitutional authority to override state open records laws when it enacted the 
Driver's Privacy Protection Act.) 

 
STATEWIDE 

o Open government laws need vigorous enforcement, GUEST BLOG, OKPOLICYBLOG, March 11, 2011, 
http://okpolicy.org/blog/government-operations/guest-blog-joey-senat-open-government-laws-
need-vigorous-enforcement/#more-8672. 
 

o People have the right to know, GUEST EDITORIAL, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 11, 2007, at 23A. (Also 
published by the Tulsa World, The OU Daily and more than a dozen other newspapers in 
Oklahoma.) 

 
o And you thought everyone knew the law…, FOI OKLAHOMA, October 2005, at 3. (This publication 

was distributed to members of Freedom of Information Oklahoma Inc.) 
 

o U.S. Supreme Court rules public safety outweighs privacy, FOI OKLAHOMA (Summer 2003): 1, 3.  
 

o Reno v. Condon, No. 98-1464 (Jan. 12, 2000), FOI OKLAHOMA (Winter 2000): 4-5.  
 

o Supreme Court to hear state case, FOI OKLAHOMA (Fall 1999): 1-2. 
 

LOCAL  
o OSU wisely avoids Open Records Act violation, THE DAILY O'COLLEGIAN (STILLWATER, OKLA.), April 29, 

2013, at 4 (Opinion Page). 
 

o Policy would force faculty lawsuits, THE DAILY O'COLLEGIAN (STILLWATER, OKLA.), Feb. 11, 2013, at 4 
(Opinion Page). 
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o A secretive government, OKLAHOMA GAZETTE (OKLAHOMA CITY), Jan. 30, 2013, at 4 (commentary on 
governor's claims of secrecy). 
 

o Commissioners may have violated Open Meeting Act, THE CLAREMORE (OKLA.) DAILY PROGRESS , April 
1, 2012, at 4A (Opinion Page). 

 
o Glenpool City Council agenda omits specific item of business to be discussed with its attorney 

behind closed doors, THE GLENPOOL (OKLA.) POST, Jan. 17, 2011, at 
http://glenpoolpost.com/opinion/article_a9a4bb76-2294-11e0-90de-001cc4c03286.html. 
 

o Even the hospital board must follow the law, STILLWATER (OKLA.) NEWSPRESS, Oct. 31, 2010, at A4. 
 

o NWOSU claims FERPA prohibits disclosure of students receiving $214,000 in scholarships funded by 
Alva sales tax, ALVA (OKLA.) REVIEW-COURIER, June 20, 2010, at 2. 

 
o Apparent Open Meeting Act violations by the Alva City Council, ALVA (OKLA.) REVIEW-COURIER, Oct. 

11, 2009, at 2, 4. 
 

o Cell phones, PDA’s, private laptops used for public business subject to Open Records Act, ALVA 
(OKLA.) REVIEW-COURIER, May 17, 2009, available at http://news.mywebpal.com/ 
news_tool_v2.cfm?pnpid=348&show=archivedetails&ArchiveID=1416571&om=1. 
 

o Could newspapers survive under a nonprofit model? Column, OKLAHOMA GAZETTE, April 15, 2009, at 
14, 15. 
 

o A pledge to support the public's right to know, Column, OKLAHOMA GAZETTE, Nov. 26, 2008, at 16, 17 
(discussing results of FOI Oklahoma Inc's drive to obtain open government pledges from political 
candidates).    

 
o Sealed records shield court cases from public scrutiny, Column, OKLAHOMA GAZETTE, Sept. 3, 2008, at 

14, 15 (commentary on closed court cases and records).    
 

o An informed citizenry, Column, OKLAHOMA GAZETTE, May 7, 2008, at 20, 21 (analysis of FOI issues).   
  

o Here comes the sun, Column, OKLAHOMA GAZETTE, March 12, 2008, at 18, 19 (commentary on open 
government in Oklahoma).    

 
o Blowing 'Sunshine,' Column, OKLAHOMA GAZETTE, Sept. 5, 2007, at 16, 17 (commentary on 

prosecution of Open Meeting Act violation).   
 

o Right to . . . ignorance, COLUMN, OKLAHOMA GAZETTE, June 13, 2007, at 20 (analyzing legislative 
changes to state Open Records and Open Meeting acts during recently completed session). 

 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS 

INTERNATIONAL AUDIENCES 
o Building Stronger FOI Laws, EDWARD R. MURROW PROGRAM FOR JOURNALISTS, INTERNATIONAL VISITOR 

LEADERSHIP PROGRAM, U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT, Tulsa, OK: April 20, 2012. (Panel discussion for 20 
Middle Eastern journalists and government officials.) 
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o The Role of a Free Press and FOI Laws in a Strengthening a Democracy, EDWARD R. MURROW 
PROGRAM FOR JOURNALISTS, INTERNATIONAL VISITOR LEADERSHIP PROGRAM, U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT, 
University of Central Oklahoma: Oct. 6, 2009. (Panel discussion for 18 Latin American journalists. 
Focused on censorship, media law and freedom of information laws.) 

 
o Freedoms of Speech and Press, EDWARD R. MURROW PROGRAM FOR JOURNALISTS, INTERNATIONAL VISITOR 

LEADERSHIP PROGRAM, U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT, Oklahoma Attorney General’s Office: Oct. 10, 2008. 
(Panel discussion for 21 Latin American journalists. Focused on censorship, media law and 
freedom of information laws.) 

 
o Strengthening A Democracy Through Strong FOI Laws: Why the Public Should Have a Right to 

Know, GRASSROOTS DEMOCRACY: A MULTI-REGIONAL PROJECT, INTERNATIONAL VISITOR LEADERSHIP PROGRAM, 
U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT, Oklahoma City: May 18, 2007. (Presentation to Latin American journalists.) 

 
o Crafting Press and Sunshine Laws: Why They're Important and What Works, EDWARD R. MURROW 

PROGRAM FOR JOURNALISTS, INTERNATIONAL VISITOR LEADERSHIP PROGRAM, U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT, 
University of Oklahoma: Apr. 17, 2007. (Presentation to journalists from Egypt, Ghana, India, 
Indonesia, Morocco, Serbia and Sri Lanka.) 

     
 NATIONAL   

o Digital Dodges and the Email Sleight of Hand, panel discussion at 2013 FOI SUMMIT, NATIONAL 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION COALITION, New Orleans: May 18, 2013. 
 

o Access Across America, SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISTS, Summer 2012. 
I was one of five open government experts who conducted open records training sessions 

across the country on behalf of the national Society of Professional Journalists. The program was 
intended to reach people who need the training the most: The general public and journalists at 
rural and small news organizations that do not send people to conventions or bring in trainers. 
The sessions focused on the open records laws in the particular states and provided ideas for 
record-based stories, how to effectively request records, and strategies to overcome denials and 
exorbitant copy fees.  

I conducted 14 sessions in eight states (Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Missouri, Ohio, 
Oklahoma and Texas). Session participants rated the usefulness of the content provided at 4.7 out 
of five and the quality of the presentation at 4.74. 

 
o We're All Citizens of Intern Nation: Perspectives on the Professional, Legal and Academic Issues 

Surrounding Internships, panel discussion at ASSOCIATION FOR EDUCATION IN JOURNALISM AND MASS 
COMMUNICATION MIDWINTER CONFERENCE, University of Oklahoma: Mar. 3, 2012. 

o Is the Internet Really Free? THE ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN IN COMMUNICATIONS 2011 NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE, Tulsa: Oct. 14, 2011. 
 

o Popularity Equals Pervasiveness: Congressional Justifications for Extending Indecency Regulations 
to Cable and Satellite Services, ASSOCIATION FOR EDUCATION IN JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION, 
San Francisco: Aug. 2, 2006. 

 
REGIONAL        

o FOI /Open Records: How to Use Federal and State Laws, INVESTIGATIVE REPORTERS & EDITORS BETTER 
WATCHDOG WORKSHOP, Oklahoma State University: Mar. 4, 2012. 
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o Open That Meeting, SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISTS 2011 REGION 8 CONFERENCE, University of 
Oklahoma: Apr. 9, 2011. 
 

o FOI /Open Records: How to Use Federal and State Laws, INVESTIGATIVE REPORTERS & EDITORS BETTER 
WATCHDOG WORKSHOP, Oklahoma City: Mar. 27, 2010. 

 
o Using Open Records Laws in Watchdog Stories, IRE BETTER WATCHDOG WORKSHOP, Oklahoma City: 

Mar. 14, 2008. 
 

o Reporting Crime: Shedding Light on Closed Records, panel discussion at annual conference of 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF HISPANIC JOURNALISTS REGION 5, Oklahoma City: Mar. 31, 2007. 

 
o The Public’s Right to Records and Meetings, IRE BETTER WATCHDOG WORKSHOP, Oklahoma City: NOV. 

6, 2004. 
 

o The Public’s Right to Records and Meetings, IRE BETTER WATCHDOG WORKSHOP/SOCIETY OF 
PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISTS 2003 REGION 8 CONFERENCE, University of Oklahoma: Apr. 4, 2003. 

   
STATEWIDE  

o Issues of Copyright and FERPA, STATEWIDE MARKETING COMMITTEE, OKLAHOMA CAREERTECH, Oklahoma 
City: Dec. 14, 2013. 
 

o The Open Meeting Act – Application to NonProfits, OKLAHOMA CENTER FOR NONPROFITS, Tulsa: Oct. 
11, 2013. 
 

o The Open Meeting Act – Application to NonProfits, OKLAHOMA CENTER FOR NONPROFITS, Oklahoma 
City: Oct. 4, 2013. 
 

o Honoring the Public's Right to Know, OKLAHOMA MUNICIPAL CLERKS & TREASURERS INSTITUTE 2013, 
Stillwater, OK: March 18, 2013. 
 

o Public Records in a Digital Age, OKLAHOMA MUNICIPAL CLERKS & TREASURERS ACADEMY 2013, Stillwater, 
OK: March 18, 2013. 

 
o Senate Consideration to Increase Transparency and Deliberation in Legislative Processes: Hearing 

on Interim Study 12-3 Before the S. Comm. on Rules, 2012 Leg., 53rd Sess. (Okla., Nov. 13, 2012). 
 

o Ethically Following the Story, UCO MEDIA ETHICS CONFERENCE 2012, Edmond, OK: Oct. 17, 2012. 
(Panel discussion.) 

 
o Fair Use and FOI: What Journalists Need to Know to Make the Most of These Laws, 

OETA/OKLAHOMA BROADCAST EDUCATION ASSOCIATION STUDENT DAY PROGRAM, Oklahoma City: Oct. 3, 
2012. 

 
o Legal/Ethical Issues in Journalism, OKLAHOMA SCHOLASTIC MEDIA INITIATIVE, University of Oklahoma: 

July 29, 2012. (Three-hour session for workshop for 11 high school journalism advisers.) 
 

o Oklahoma Open Records Chat, NEWSOK, July 25, 2012, transcript at http://newsok.com/transcript-
of-oklahoma-open-records-chat/article/3695384. (Live online panel discussion.) 
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o Open meetings and open records issues, COLLEGE PUBLICATION EDITORS & ADVISERS MEETING, sponsored 
by the Oklahoma Newspaper Foundation and Oklahoma Collegiate Media Association, Oklahoma 
City: July 26, 2012. 

 
o Is It OK to Use 30 Seconds of Copyrighted Music Without Asking? SPRING MEDIA MONDAY, 97TH 

ANNUAL SPRING CONFERENCE, Oklahoma Scholastic Media/Oklahoma Interscholastic Press 
Association, University of Oklahoma: Apr. 3, 2012. 

 
o Steering Clear of Legal Quagmires: Some Media Law Basics for Teachers and Students, SPRING 

MEDIA MONDAY, 97TH ANNUAL SPRING CONFERENCE, Oklahoma Scholastic Media/Oklahoma 
Interscholastic Press Association, University of Oklahoma: Apr. 3, 2012. 

 
o Is It OK to Use 30 Seconds of Copyrighted Music Without Asking? FALL MEDIA MONDAY, 96TH ANNUAL 

FALL CONFERENCE, Oklahoma Scholastic Media/Oklahoma Interscholastic Press Association, 
University of Oklahoma: Nov. 14, 2011. 

 
o Steering Clear of Legal Quagmires: Some Media Law Basics for Advisers and Students, FALL MEDIA 

MONDAY, 96TH ANNUAL FALL CONFERENCE, Oklahoma Scholastic Media/Oklahoma Interscholastic 
Press Association, University of Oklahoma: Nov. 14, 2011. 

 
o Enhancing Transparency of the Legislative Process: Hearing on Interim Study 11-020 Before the H. 

Comm. on Gov’t Modernization, 2011 Leg., 53rd Sess. (Okla., Nov. 10, 2011). 
 

o Covering Government, MEDIA ETHICS 2011, University of Central Oklahoma, Edmond, Okla.: Oct. 12, 
2011 (ethical obligations of journalists, government officials and the public to ensure that 
government operates transparently). 
 

o Open Meeting Law Basics for Reporters, MAKING MEETING STORIES MATTER, sponsored by the 
Oklahoma Newspaper Foundation and Oklahoma Press Association, Oklahoma City: Sept. 15, 
2011. 
 

o Oklahoma Open Records Act and Records Management Act Requirements for Archiving Email & 
Text Messages, OKLAHOMA MUNICIPAL LEAGUE 2011 ANNUAL CONFERENCE, Tulsa: Sept. 14, 2011. 

 
o Open Meetings – Point Counterpoint: Perspectives of Three Different Groups, OKLAHOMA MUNICIPAL 

ATTORNEYS ASSOCIATION FALL CONFERENCE, Tulsa: Sept. 14, 2011. 
 

o Working With Administration and Access to Campus Information, COLLEGE PUBLICATION ADVISERS 
MEETING, sponsored by the Oklahoma Newspaper Foundation and Oklahoma Collegiate Media 
Association, Oklahoma City: July 29, 2011.   

 
o Legal and Ethical Issues in Journalism, OKLAHOMA SCHOLASTIC MEDIA INITIATIVE WORKSHOP, Oklahoma 

Scholastic Media/Radio & Television News Directors Foundation, University of Oklahoma: July 26, 
2011. 

 
o The First Amendment and You: Standing Up for Your Right to Speak Out, SPRING MEDIA MONDAY, 

95TH ANNUAL SPRING CONFERENCE, Oklahoma Scholastic Media/Oklahoma Interscholastic Press 
Association, University of Oklahoma: Apr. 4, 2011. 
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o Avoiding Legal Quagmires: What You and Your Students Should Know About Media Law, SPRING 
MEDIA MONDAY, 95TH ANNUAL SPRING CONFERENCE, Oklahoma Scholastic Media/Oklahoma 
Interscholastic Press Association, University of Oklahoma: Apr. 4, 2011. 
 

o Steering Clear of Legal Quagmires: Some Media Law Basics, FALL MEDIA MONDAY, 95TH ANNUAL FALL 
CONFERENCE, Oklahoma Scholastic Media/Oklahoma Interscholastic Press Association, University of 
Oklahoma: Nov. 15, 2010. 
 

o How Dare You Say That! OPENING PLENARY SESSION, 12TH ANNUAL FIRST AMENDMENT CONGRESS, 
University of Central Oklahoma: Nov. 10, 2010. 

 
o Access to Campus Information, Open Records, FERPA, COLLEGE PUBLICATION ADVISERS MEETING, 

sponsored by the Oklahoma Newspaper Foundation and Oklahoma Collegiate Press Association, 
Oklahoma City: July 30, 2010.   

 
o Legal and Ethical Issues in Journalism, OKLAHOMA SCHOLASTIC MEDIA INITIATIVE WORKSHOP, Oklahoma 

Scholastic Media/Radio & Television News Directors Foundation, University of Oklahoma: July 27, 
2010. 

 
o An FOI Wish List: 10 Ways to Advance Public Access in Oklahoma, Gov2.0a CONFERENCE, Oklahoma 

City: May 6, 2010. 
 

o I’m Right, You’re Wrong: Belief, Censorship, and You, OKLAHOMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE, 
Oklahoma City: Apr. 20, 2010. 
 

o Free Speech & Free Press: There is No Free Lunch, OKLAHOMA COLLEGIATE PRESS ASSOCIATION – SPRING 
CONFERENCE, Oklahoma State University, Apr. 8, 2010. 

 
o Avoiding Legal Quagmires: What You Should Know About Media Law, SPRING MEDIA MONDAY, 94TH 

ANNUAL SPRING CONFERENCE, Oklahoma Scholastic Media/Oklahoma Interscholastic Press 
Association, University of Oklahoma: Apr. 5, 2010. 

 
o An Open Government State of Mind, SPRING MEDIA MONDAY, 94TH ANNUAL SPRING CONFERENCE, 

Oklahoma Scholastic Media/Oklahoma Interscholastic Press Association, University of Oklahoma: 
Apr. 5, 2010. 

 
o Honoring the Public's Right to Know: Do's and Don'ts for Records Custodians Under the Oklahoma 

Open Records Act, 2010 OKLAHOMA MUNICIPAL CLERKS AND TREASURERS INSTITUTE, Oklahoma State 
University: Mar. 16, 2010. 

 
o Legal & Ethical Issues in Journalism, OKLAHOMA SCHOLASTIC MEDIA INITIATIVE WORKSHOP, Oklahoma 

Scholastic Media/Radio & Television News Directors Foundation, University of Oklahoma: July 28, 
2009. 

 
o Avoiding Legal Quagmires: What You Should Know About Media Law, SPRING MEDIA MONDAY, 93RD 

ANNUAL SPRING CONFERENCE, Oklahoma Scholastic Media/Oklahoma Interscholastic Press 
Association, University of Oklahoma: Apr. 6, 2009. 
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o An Open Government State of Mind, SPRING MEDIA MONDAY, 93RD ANNUAL SPRING CONFERENCE, 
Oklahoma Scholastic Media/Oklahoma Interscholastic Press Association, University of Oklahoma: 
Apr. 6, 2009. 

 
o A New Age of Enlightenment – Building a News System that Serves the Global Community, THE 

PRESS IN CRISIS: REINVENTING AMERICA’S NEWS BUSINESS, University of Central Oklahoma: Apr. 2, 2009. 
 

o Honoring the Public’s Right to Know: Do’s and Don’ts for Records Custodians Under the Oklahoma 
Open Records Act, 2009 OKLAHOMA MUNICIPAL CLERKS AND TREASURERS INSTITUTE, Oklahoma State 
University: Mar. 19, 2009. 

 
o Avoiding Legal Quagmires: What Students and Their Advisers Should Know About Media Law, FALL 

MEDIA MONDAY, 92ND ANNUAL FALL CONFERENCE, Oklahoma Scholastic Media/Oklahoma 
Interscholastic Press Association, University of Oklahoma: Nov. 17, 2008. 
 

o Professional Ethics: What High School Journalists Should and Shouldn’t Do, 92ND ANNUAL FALL 
CONFERENCE, Oklahoma Scholastic Media/Oklahoma Interscholastic Press Association, University of 
Oklahoma: Nov. 17, 2008. 

 
o Let the Sunshine In: Using Open Records & Meetings Laws to Report on Your School, 92ND ANNUAL 

FALL CONFERENCE, Oklahoma Scholastic Media/Oklahoma Interscholastic Press Association, 
University of Oklahoma: Nov. 17, 2008. 

 
o Hot Topics in First Amendment Law, panel discussion at TENTH ANNUAL FIRST AMENDMENT CONGRESS 

OF OKLAHOMA, The Oklahoman, Oklahoma City: Oct. 23, 2008 (Focused on freedom of information 
laws and censorship. Other panelists were Oklahoma Attorney General Drew Edmondson and 
Oklahoma Press Association Executive Director Mark Thomas.) 

 
o The Impact of Instant Information on Elections, panel discussion at TENTH ANNUAL FIRST AMENDMENT 

CONGRESS OF OKLAHOMA, The Oklahoman, Oklahoma City: Oct. 23, 2008. (Panel can be heard online 
at <www.kgou.org>.) 

 
o Legal & Ethical Issues in Journalism, OKLAHOMA SCHOLASTIC MEDIA INITIATIVE WORKSHOP, Oklahoma 

Scholastic Media/Radio & Television News Directors Foundation, University of Oklahoma: July 29, 
2008. In addition to the two-hour presentation, I created three online readings for workshop 
participants: High School Journalism: Playing an Important Role in Our Democracy; Avoiding Legal 
Quagmires: What You and Your Students Should Know About Media Law; and Professional Ethics: 
What High School Journalists Should and Shouldn't Do. 

 
o Steering Clear of Legal Quagmires: Some Media Law Basics for Advisers, SPRING MEDIA MONDAY, 

92ND ANNUAL SPRING CONFERENCE, Oklahoma Scholastic Media/Oklahoma Interscholastic Press 
Association, University of Oklahoma: Apr. 4, 2008.    

 
o Tell It Like It Is: Your Rights and Freedoms as a High School Journalist, SPRING MEDIA MONDAY, 92ND 

ANNUAL SPRING CONFERENCE, Oklahoma Scholastic Media/Oklahoma Interscholastic Press 
Association, University of Oklahoma: Apr. 4, 2008.  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o Shining the Light on Education: Using Sunshine Laws to Report on Your School, SPRING MEDIA 
MONDAY, 92ND ANNUAL SPRING CONFERENCE, Oklahoma Scholastic Media/Oklahoma Interscholastic 
Press Association, University of Oklahoma: Apr. 4, 2008.    

 
o Private Lives, Public Disclosure: Inquiring Minds Want to Know, Opening Speaker, BUILDING TRUST -- 

MEDIA ETHICS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY, University of Central Oklahoma: Mar. 13, 2008 (analysis of the 
nexus between journalism ethics, law and possible limits on the press in light of judicial 
commentary in Anderson v. Blake regarding public disclosure of private embarrassing facts). 

 
o To Source and Protect: Oklahoma's Shield Law, PLENARY SESSION, 9TH ANNUAL SCHOLASTIC JOURNALISM 

CONFERENCE, OKLAHOMA SCHOLASTIC MEDIA/OKLAHOMA INTERSCHOLASTIC PRESS ASSOCIATION, University of 
Oklahoma: Nov. 12, 2007. 

 
o Steering Clear of Legal Quagmires: Some Media Law Basics, 9TH ANNUAL SCHOLASTIC JOURNALISM 

CONFERENCE, OKLAHOMA SCHOLASTIC MEDIA/OKLAHOMA INTERSCHOLASTIC PRESS ASSOCIATION, University of 
Oklahoma: Nov. 12, 2007 (for advisers only). 
 

o Ethical Issues for High School Students, 9TH ANNUAL Scholastic Journalism CONFERENCE, OKLAHOMA 
SCHOLASTIC MEDIA/OKLAHOMA INTERSCHOLASTIC PRESS ASSOCIATION, University of Oklahoma: Nov. 12, 
2007.    

 
o Whose First Amendment Is It? Understanding Your Right to Speak Out, 9TH ANNUAL SCHOLASTIC 

JOURNALISM CONFERENCE, OKLAHOMA SCHOLASTIC MEDIA/OKLAHOMA INTERSCHOLASTIC PRESS ASSOCIATION, 
University of Oklahoma: Nov. 12, 2007. 

 
o The State of Government Transparency, NINTH ANNUAL FIRST AMENDMENT CONGRESS OF OKLAHOMA, The 

Oklahoman, Oklahoma City: Nov. 1, 2007. 
 

o The State of Student Freedoms, PLENARY SPEECH, NINTH ANNUAL FIRST AMENDMENT CONGRESS OF 
OKLAHOMA, University of Central Oklahoma: Oct. 31, 2007.    

 
o The First Amendment For You: A History of High School Students' Free Speech Rights From Tinker to 

"Bong Hits 4 Jesus," OKLAHOMA INSTITUTE FOR DIVERSITY IN JOURNALISM, University of Oklahoma: June 
26, 2007.  
   

o Your Right to Know: Political Empowerment and Oklahoma's Sunshine Laws, OKLAHOMA INSTITUTE 
FOR DIVERSITY IN JOURNALISM, University of Oklahoma: June 20, 2007.    

 
o Your Right to Know: Using Oklahoma's Sunshine Laws to Report on Your Community and School, 

OKLAHOMA COLLEGIATE PRESS ASSOCIATION, SPRING CONFERENCE, OSU: Apr. 13, 2007. 
 

o Your Right to Know: Using Oklahoma’s Sunshine Laws to Report on Your Community, OKLAHOMA 
INSTITUTE FOR DIVERSITY IN JOURNALISM, University of Oklahoma: July 18, 2006. 

 
o Finding Common Ground: Oklahoma’s First Amendment Landscape, OKLAHOMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL LEADERSHIP RETREAT, Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation, Ardmore, Okla.: May 25, 2006. 
 

o Hand Over Your First Amendment Rights, Please, OPENING SESSION, SEVENTH ANNUAL FIRST AMENDMENT 
CONGRESS, University of Oklahoma: Nov. 11, 2005. 
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o Your Right to Know: Open Records & Open Meetings, OKLAHOMA COLLEGIATE PRESS ASSOCIATION, 

Spring Conference, OSU: April 8, 2005. 
 

o Finding Your Voice: Your State and Federal Rights of Free Speech, OPENING PLENARY SESSION, SIXTH 
ANNUAL FIRST AMENDMENT CONGRESS, Oklahoma City University: Nov. 11, 2004. 
 

o The First Amendment and You: Standing Up For Your Right To Speak Out, OPENING PLENARY SESSION, 
FIFTH ANNUAL FIRST AMENDMENT CONGRESS, University of Central Oklahoma: Nov. 6, 2003. 

 
o Patients' Privacy vs. The People's Need to Know: The Health Insurance Portability and 

Accountability Act, HIPAA PANEL, FIFTH ANNUAL FIRST AMENDMENT CONGRESS, University of Central 
Oklahoma: Nov. 6, 2003 (co-authors Melissa Smith and Stan Ketterer) (presented by Melissa 
Smith). 

 
o An Individual's Right to Privacy vs. The Public's Right to Know When Government Records Are 

Computerized, TECHNOLOGY AND THE FIRST AMENDMENT, THIRD ANNUAL FIRST AMENDMENT CONGRESS, 
University of Central Oklahoma: Nov. 8, 2001. 

 
LOCAL   

o Popular Intolerance and Political Cowardice: Steppingstones to a Fahrenheit 451 Future, A ONE 
BOOK, ONE COMMUNITY PROJECT, sponsored by Stillwater Public Library, OSU Library and the Sheerar 
Museum of Stillwater History, Stillwater, OK: Feb. 18, 2014. 
 

o Social Media Policies: Legal and Ethical Considerations, PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT, EASTERN 
OKLAHOMA COUNTY TECHNOLOGY CENTER, Choctaw, OK: Jan. 21, 2013 (consisted of three one-hour 
presentations). 
 

o Freedom of Information: Current Issues and Court Victories, PRESS FORWARD PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT FOR JOURNALISTS AND COMMUNICATION PROFESSIONALS, TULSA PRESS CLUB FOUNDATION, Tulsa: 
Oct. 29, 2012 (co-panelists: Rob Collins, executive editor, Enid News and Eagle; Mike Minnis, 
media attorney, Doerner, Saunders, Daniel & Anderson LLP). 

 
o Transparency in Government, STILLWATER LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS, Stillwater, Okla: Mar. 13, 2012. 

 
o Freedom of Information: Why is it important? GOVERNMENT AND MEDIA, LEADERSHIP OKLAHOMA CITY, 

The Oklahoman, Oklahoma City: Jan. 12, 2012. 
 

o Censorship and First Amendment Rights, Speaker, BANNED BOOKS WEEK, ROSE STATE COLLEGE, Midwest 
City, Okla: Sept. 28, 2011. 
 

o Everything Old is New Again, Understanding Motivations for Censorship in a Digital Age, 
METROPOLITAN LIBRARY SYSTEM STAFF ASSOCIATION, Oklahoma City: June 17, 2011. 

 
o An FOI Wish List: 10 Ways to Advance Public Access in Oklahoma, THE ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN IN 

COMMUNICATIONS, Tulsa: Mar. 16, 2011. 
 

o Your Right, Your Voice: First Amendment Protections for High School Students, PRESENTATION TO 
JOURNALISM & NEWSPAPER STUDENTS, DEER CREEK HIGH SCHOOL, Edmond, Okla: Feb. 24, 2011. 
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o Freedom of Information, Speaker, THE ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN IN COMMUNICATIONS, Oklahoma City: 
Mar. 9, 2010. 
 

o An Open Government State of Mind, PRESENTATION TO ADVANCED REPORTING CLASS, GAYLORD COLLEGE OF 
JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION, University of Oklahoma: Apr. 6, 2009. 

 
o Oklahomans’ Right to Know: Understanding and Exercising Our Right of Access to Government 

Records and Meetings, Speaker, STILLWATER LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS, Stillwater, Okla: Mar. 10, 
2009. 
 

o Honoring the Public’s Right to Know: Do’s and Don’ts for Public Bodies Under Oklahoma’s Open 
Meeting Act, PRESENTATION TO JACKSON COUNTY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY, Altus, Okla: Feb. 7, 
2009. 

 
o Your Right to Know: Using Oklahoma's Sunshine Laws to Participate in Your Government, Speaker, 

BARTLESVILLE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS, Bartlesville, Okla: Oct. 28, 2008. (Also telecast on Tri-City TV, 
Channel 59.) 

 
o Popular Intolerance and Political Cowardice: Steppingstones to a Fahrenheit 451 Future, A ONE 

BOOK, ONE COMMUNITY PROJECT, sponsored by Oklahoma City Community College, Rose State 
College and the OKC Metropolitan Library System, Oklahoma City: Oct. 14, 2008. 

 
o Luncheon Speaker, ANNUAL FREEDOM OF INFORMATION MEETING, Oklahoma City Chapter of The 

Association for Women in Communications, Oklahoma City: Mar. 11, 2008.    
 

o Why and How Oklahoma's Sunshine Laws Apply to OSU Student Government, PRESENTATION TO THE 
OSU SGA SENATE, Oklahoma State University: Jan. 23, 2008. 

 
o Your Right to Know: Using Oklahoma's Sunshine Laws to Have a Voice in Your Community, 

PRESENTATION HOSTED BY THE MIAMI NEWS-RECORD, Miami, Okla.: June 2, 2007. 
 

o The WhoWhatWhenWhereWhy & How of Oklahoma's Sunshine Laws, PRESENTATION TO PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS REPORTING AND EDITING CLASSES, GAYLORD COLLEGE OF JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION, 
University of Oklahoma: Apr. 30, 2007. 

 
o Popular Intolerance and Political Cowardice: Steppingstones to a Fahrenheit 451 Future, CLAREMORE 

READS TOGETHER! A ONE BOOK, ONE COMMUNITY PROJECT, sponsored by Rogers State University, 
Claremore, Okla.: Sept. 28, 2006. 

 
o Making the Most of Oklahoma’s Sunshine Laws, PRESENTATION TO THE OKLAHOMAN, Oklahoma City: 

Apr. 13, 2006. 
 

o Knowing and Using Oklahoma’s Open Records & Open Meeting Laws, PRESENTATION TO THE 
OKLAHOMAN, Oklahoma City: Aug. 18, 2004. 

 
o Nike v. Kasky: The First Amendment and Public Relations, TULSA CHAPTER OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 

WOMEN IN COMMUNICATIONS: Mar. 6, 2003. 
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o A Web of Information: Privacy vs. The Need to Know, OKLAHOMA CITY CHAPTER, PUBLIC RELATIONS 
SOCIETY OF AMERICA: May 22, 2002. 

 
o The Open Records Act and Freedom of Information From a Journalist's Perspective, OSU CAMPUS 

COMMUNICATORS, Karsten Creek: Nov. 2, 2001. 
 

REFEREED PAPER PRESENTATIONS 
o Privacy Versus Public Access: An Analysis of How Courts Balance These Competing Interests When 

Government Records are Computerized, LAW DIVISION, ASSOCIATION FOR EDUCATION IN JOURNALISM AND MASS 
COMMUNICATION, Kansas City: August 2003. 
 

o Individual Privacy Versus Public Access: An Analysis of the Six Factors Courts Use to Balance These Two 
Competing Social Interests, LAW DIVISION, ASSOCIATION FOR EDUCATION IN JOURNALISM AND MASS 
COMMUNICATION, Miami: August 2002. 
 

o Reno v. Condon: Regulating State Public Records as Commodities in an Information Marketplace, LAW 
DIVISION, ASSOCIATION FOR EDUCATION IN JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION, Phoenix: August 2000. 

 
o The Driver's Privacy Protection Act of 1994: Does Congress Have The Constitutional Authority To 

Override State FOI Laws By Regulating Access To State Driver's Licenses? LAW DIVISION, ASSOCIATION FOR 
EDUCATION IN JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION, New Orleans: August 1999. 
 

o Even Communists Can Discuss Issues Of The Day: De Jonge v. Oregon And The Right Of Assembly, 
AMERICAN JOURNALISM HISTORIANS ASSOCIATION, Mobile, Ala.: October 1997. 
 

o From Pretty Blondes and Perky Girls to Competent Journalists: Editor & Publisher's Evolving Depiction 
of Women from 1967 to 1974, THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN, ASSOCIATION FOR EDUCATION IN 
JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION, Chicago: July 1997. 
 

o Protecting Student Voices on the World Wide Web: Student Personal Home Pages and the First 
Amendment, LAW DIVISION, ASSOCIATION FOR EDUCATION IN JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION, Chicago: 
July 1997. 

 
o Patrolling the Border: An Examination of Attempts by Democratic Governments to Restrict the Flow of 

Information Across Political Boundaries, COMMUNICATION LAW AND POLICY INTEREST GROUP, INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNICATION ASSOCIATION, Montreal: May 1997 (co-author Karla Gower). 
 

o From Pretty Blondes and Perky Girls to Competent Journalists: Editor & Publisher's Evolving Depiction 
of Women from 1967 to 1974, SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL COLLOQUIUM OF THE HISTORY, LAW, AND NEWSPAPER 
DIVISIONS OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR EDUCATION IN JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION, Knoxville, Tenn.: 
March 1997. 

 
o Protecting Student Voices on the World Wide Web: Student Personal Home Pages and the First 

Amendment, SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL COLLOQUIUM OF THE HISTORY, LAW, AND NEWSPAPER DIVISIONS OF THE 
ASSOCIATION FOR EDUCATION IN JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION, Knoxville, Tenn.: March 1997. 
 

o Black or Negro? The Media's Dilemma of Racial Identifiers, 1967-1971, AMERICAN JOURNALISM HISTORIANS 
ASSOCIATION, London, Ont.: October 1996. 
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o On-Line Student Publications: Do Student Editors at Public Universities Shed Their First Amendment 
Rights in Cyberspace? LAW DIVISION, ASSOCIATION FOR EDUCATION IN JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION, 
Anaheim, Calif.: August 1996. 
 

o The Driver's Privacy Protection Act of 1994: Does Congress Have The Constitutional Authority To 
Regulate Access To State Drivers' Licenses? SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL COLLOQUIUM OF THE HISTORY, LAW, AND 
NEWSPAPER DIVISIONS OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR EDUCATION IN JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION, Roanoke, 
Va., March 1996. 

 
ENCYCLOPEDIA ENTRIES 

o Healy v. James; Papish v. Board of Curators; and Oklahoma Publishing v. District Court, ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 
THE FIRST AMENDMENT, edited by David L. Hudson, David A. Schultz, & John R. Vile, Congressional 
Quarterly Press (Sept. 12, 2008). 

 
CITED IN  

o Toby Staab, Law & Ethics of the First Amendment, Kendal Hunt Publishing (ebook available in January 
2012). 

 
o David Cuillier & Bruce E. Pinkleton, Suspicion and Secrecy: Political Attitudes and Their Relationship to 

Support for Freedom of Information, 3 COMM. L. & POL’Y 227 (2011). 
 

o Lucinda L. Austin and Elizabeth L. Toth, Exploring ethics education in global public relations curricula: 
Analysis of international curricula descriptions and interviews with public relations educators, PUB. REL. 
REV., VOL. 37, NO. 5 (December 2011): 506-12. 

 
o David Cullier, Honey v. Vinegar: Testing Compliance-Gaining Theories in the Context of Freedom of 

Information Laws, 3 COMM. L. & POL’Y 203 (2010). 
 
o David Cuillier, Access attitudes: A social learning approach to examining community engagement and 

support for press access to government records, JOURNALISM & MASS COMM. Q., 85(3) (2008): 549-576. 
 
o Engaging Privacy and Information Technology in a Digital Age, Committee on Privacy in the 

Information Age, National Research Council (James Waldo et al. eds., 2007) at 
books.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=11896&page=122 (last visited Dec. 18, 2007). 
 

o Bob Nelon, Esq., Staying Out of Trouble: A Workshop for Broadcast News Personnel, OKLAHOMA 
ASSOCIATION OF BROADCASTERS, Oct. 24, 2006, Oklahoma City / Oct. 25, 2006, Tulsa (Materials distributed 
include my model letter for requesting records and my Q&A on the important elements of Oklahoma’s 
open records and open meeting laws.) 

 
o Renee Petrina, It’s Never Too Soon to FOIA, 2006 SPJ CONVENTION & NATIONAL JOURNALISM CONFERENCE, 

Aug. 26, 2006. (Materials distributed and posted online link to my model letter for requesting records 
and my Q&A on the important elements of Oklahoma open records and open meeting laws.) 

 
o Investigative Reporters and Editors, IRE recognizes Sunshine Week (March 12-18, 2006), at 

http://www.ire.org/foi/SunshineWeek06 (last visited Dec. 18, 2007). (My online primer on Oklahoma's 
Open Records Act was among the 12 state-specific resources listed by IRE.) 
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o David Cuillier, Access Attitudes: Measuring and Conceptualizing Support for Press Access to 
Government Records (2006) (unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, Washington State University). 

 
o Mark Paxton, The Free Speech Implications of Internet-Only Radio on Campus, in FREE SPEECH YEARBOOK, 

VOL. 41, NO. 1 (2005): 104-10. 
 
o Hon Linda Childers, Kathy R. Fitzpatrick, Margarete Rooney Hall, Searching for the “Ideal” Graduate 

Public Relations Curriculum, JOURNALISM & MASS COMM. EDUCATOR, VOL. 59, NO. 2 (June 2004): 125-142. 
 
o Kathleen L. Endres, “Help-Wanted Female”: Editor & Publisher Frames a Civil Rights Issue, JOURNALISM 

& MASS COMM. Q., VOL. 81, NO. 1 (March 2004): 7-21. 
 
o Kimberly Wilmot Voss, Redefining Women’s News: A Case Study of Three Women’s Page Editors and 

Their Framing of the Women’s Movement (2004) (unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of 
Maryland, College Park) (on file with Digital Repository at the University of Maryland, 
http://www.lib.umd.edu/drum/handle/1903/1955). 
 

o State FOI Resources: Oklahoma, MARION BRECHNER CITIZEN ACCESS PROJECT, UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA, at 
http://www.citizenaccess.org (last visited Nov. 14, 2003). 

 
o Oklahoma FOI Resources, NATIONAL FREEDOM OF INFORMATION COALITION, at 

www.nfoic.org/web/resource/oklaho/oklaho.htm (last visited Nov. 14, 2003). 
 
o Student Media Guide to Internet Law (Part I): Censorship and access to the Internet for online 

journalists, STUDENT PRESS LAW CENTER, at http://www.splc.org/  (last visited Sept. 17, 2003). 
 
o Joseph E. Phelps and Matthew D. Bunker, Advertisers’ Use of Public Records: The Legal and Public 

Opinions, 2000 CONFERENCE OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ADVERTISING. 
 
o Linda Aldoory and Elizabeth L. Toth, An Exploratory Look at Graduate Public Relations Education, 

PUBLIC RELATIONS REVIEW, VOL. 26, NO. 1 (Spring 2000): 115-25. 
 
o John A. Lent, Women and Mass Communications in the 1990's: An International, Annotated 

Bibliography, Greenwood Press (1999). 
 
o Eli M. Bitzer, Assessing Learning in the New MPhil (Higher Education Studies): Paving New Ways With 

Cornerstones, HERDSA ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE, Melbourne, July 1999. 
 
o Kimbrelly Kegler, Electronic Banking: Security, Privacy, and CRA Compliance, 2 N.C. BANKING INST. 426, 

436, 438 (April 1998). 
 
o David E. Sumner, Degree Options and Requirements in Master’s Degree Programs, JOURNALISM & MASS 

COMM. EDUCATOR (Winter 1998). 
 
o Peter T. Knight, Growth, Standards and Quality: the case of coursework master's degrees, QUALITY IN 

HIGHER EDUC., VOL. 3, NO. 3 (1997). 
 
o Peter T. Knight, Conclusion: Diversity, Markets, Regulation and Equity, in MASTERCLASS: LEARNING, 

TEACHING (Peter T. Knight, ed., Wellington House, 1997). 
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QUOTED IN MEDIA  
INTERNATIONAL 
o Monica Cruz, Academic considers winning a lawsuit against Assange in U.S. ‘virtually impossible,’  EME 

EQUIS MAGAZINE, Mexico City, Dec. 30, 2010, at http://www.m-x.com.mx/2010-12-30/practicamente-
imposible-ganar-un-juicio-en-eu-contra-assange-considera-academico/. 

 
NATIONAL 
o Michael Rooney, Lethal Secrecy: State secrecy statutes keep execution information from the public, 

Reporters’ Committee for Freedom of the Press, The NEWS MEDIA & THE LAW SPRING 2014 (Vol. 38, No. 
2) at http://www.rcfp.org/browse-media-law-resources/news-media-law/news-media-and-law-spring-
2014/lethal-secrecy#sthash.1JVPXF1d.dpuf . 

o Tesina Jackson, Freedom Of Information Act was first in Indian Country, CHEROKEE PHOENIX, June 12, 
2014, available at http://www.cherokeephoenix.org/Article/Index/8280. 

o Baily Elise McBride, The Associated Press, School Board Members Met Privately On Bible Class, NPR, 
May 21, 2014, http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=314648175; HUFFPOST, May 21, 
2014, available at http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/05/22/hobby-lobby-mustang-school-
board_n_5372389.html; HOUSTON CHRONICLE, May 21, 2014, available at http://www.chron.com/ 
news/us/article/School-board-members-met-privately-on-Bible-class-5496363.php; ST. LOUIS POST-
DISPATCH, May 21, 2014, available at http://www.stltoday.com/news/national/school-board-members-
met-privately-on-bible-class/article_4c693f6d-77b5-5fbf-864a-7d3b0edbb232.html; Oklahoma school 
board members met privately with Hobby Lobby president on Bible class, DALLAS MORNING NEWS, May 
21, 2014, available at http://www.dallasnews.com/news/local-news/20140521-oklahoma-school-
board-members-met-privately-with-hobby-lobby-president-on-bible-class.ece; and Mustang school 
board members met privately with Hobby Lobby's president to discuss Bible class, MINNEAPOLIS STAR-
TRIBUNE, May 21, 2014, available at http://www.startribune.com/lifestyle/ 260181421.html. 

o Sean Murphy, The Associated Press, Fallin’s top lawyer responds to secrecy claims, ENID NEWS & EAGLE, 
Nov. 25, 2013, available at http://www.enidnews.com/state/x1469139563/Fallins-top-lawyer-
responds-to-secrecy-claims; Despite legal battles over openness, Fallin’s lawyer maintains 
administration is transparent, THE (COLUMBUS, IND.) REPUBLIC, Nov. 23, 2013, available at 
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/ff2a21749a124e48af70ca7a1dcdb72f/OK--Governor-
Transparency. 

o Sean Murphy, The Associated Press, Okla. appeals court rules dashcam videos open, SAN FRANCISCO 
CHRONICLE, May 31, 2013, available at http://www.sfgate.com/news/crime/article/Okla-appeals-court-
rules-dashcam-videos-open-4566438.php; Oklahoma Appeals Court Rules Dashcams Public Record, 
TIMES RECORD (FORT SMITH, ARK.) ONLINE EDITION, May 31, 2013, available at 
http://swtimes.com/sections/news/state-news/oklahoma-appeals-court-rules-dashcams-public-
record.html; Court rules dash videos open, THE NORMAN TRANSCRIPT, June 1, 2013, available at 
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1307054276/Court-rules-dash-videos-open. 

o Sean Murphy and Dan Holtmeyer The Associated Press, Okla. governor releases health care 
documents, SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE, March 29, 2013, available at 
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Okla-governor-releases-health-care-documents-4395619.php; 
Okla. governor releases health care documents, WBNS-TV (COLUMBUS, IND.), March 29, 2013, available 
at   http://www.10tv.com/ content/stories/apexchange/2013/03/29/ok--governor-medicaid-
emails.html; Oklahoma Governor Releases Some Health-Care Documents, TIMES RECORD (FORT SMITH, 
ARK.) ONLINE EDITION, March 30, 2013, available at 
http://swtimes.com/sections/news/politics/oklahoma-governor-releases-some-health-care-
documents.html; Gov. Fallin releases health care documents, withholds others, THE NORMAN (OKLA.) 
TRANSCRIPT, March 30, 2013, available at http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1916522013/Gov-
Fallin-releases-health-care-documents-withholds-others; Oklahoma governor's office releases 
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documents connected to response to federal health law, THE (COLUMBUS, IND.) REPUBLIC, March 30, 2013, 
available at http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/f8e7ae40f1ae42898faf039aa3e95dd7/OK--
Governor-Medicaid-Emails. 

o Sean Murphy, Okla. Senate breaks custom, closes door to session, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, 
NORTHJERSEY.COM, March 11, 2013, at http://www.northjersey.com/news/national/197166231_Okla 
__Senate_breaks_custom__closes_door_to_session.html. 

o Elisabeth Arrieo and Gavin Off, NASCAR's video block: Concern or censorship, THE CHARLOTTE (OKLA.) 
OBSERVER, Feb. 25, 2013, available at http: WWW.CHARLOTTEOBSERVER.COM/2013/02/24/3875528/ 
NASCARS-VIDEO-BLOCK-CONCERN-OR.HTML. 

o Tyler Kingkade, Oklahoma State Sexual Assault Reporting To Be Reviewed By University Task Force, THE 
HUFFINGTON POST, Dec. 17, 2012, at http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/12/17/oklahoma-state-
sexual-assault-report_n_2317687.html. 

o Justin Juozapavicius, OSU to review handling of sexual assault claims, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, Dec. 14, 
2012, at http://bigstory.ap.org/article/osu-review-handling-sexual-assault-claims; Governing board 
chair vows review of Oklahoma State's handling of students' sex assault claims, MINNEAPOLIS STAR 
TRIBUNE, Dec. 14, 2012, at http://www.startribune.com/nation/183583151.html; OSU to review 
handling of sexual assault claims, YAHOO!NEWS, Dec. 14, 2012, at http://news.yahoo.com/osu-review-
handling-sexual-assault-claims-001857389.html; OSU to review handling of sexual assault claims, 
KSRO 1350 AM (SONOMA, CALIF.), Dec. 14, 2012, at http://www.ksro.com/news/article. 
aspx?id=3865160;  

o Sean Murphy, Okla. Senate panel hears from open govt. advocates, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, SF GATE/SAN 
FRANCISCO CHRONICLE, Nov. 13, 2012, at http://www.sfgate.com/default/article/Okla-Senate-panel-
hear-from-open-govt-advocates-4031483.php; http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/ 
Okla-Senate-panel-hears-from-open-govt-advocates-4034326.php; KFAQ (TULSA), Nov. 13, 2012, at 
http://www.1170kfaq.com/news/local/179176581.html; STAMFORD (CONN.) ADVOCATE, Nov. 13, 2012, 
at http://www.stamfordadvocate.com/news/article/Okla-Senate-panel-hear-from-open-govt-
advocates-4031483.php; VENTURA COUNTY (CALIF.) STAR, Nov. 14, 2012, at http://www.vcstar.com/ 
news/2012/nov/14/okla-senate-panel-hears-from-open-govt-advocates/; THE LAWTON CONSTITUTION, 
Nov. 14, 2012, at http://www.swoknews.com/news-top/area/item/2672-senate-panel-hears-from-
open-government-advocates; KOAM TV (JOPLIN, MO.), Nov. 14, 2012, at 
http://www.koamtv.com/Global/story.asp?S=14880116. 

o Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton, Okla. tribes meet with state officials for preliminary compact discussions, 
NATIVE AMERICAN TIMES, Nov. 4, 2012, at 1, 3 (http://www.nativetimes.com/news/tribal/8034-okla-
tribes-meet-with-state-officials-for-preliminary-compact-discussions). 

o Caitlin Ginley, The state of open records laws: Access denied, CENTER FOR PUBLIC INTEGRITY, June 1, 2012, 
at http://www.iwatchnews.org/2012/06/01/9037/state-open-records-laws-access-denied. 

o Frank LoMonte, We shouldn’t need to explain this, but… the ADA isn’t an excuse to conceal public 
records, STUDENT PRESS LAW CENTER, April 24, 2012, at http://www.splc.org/wordpress/?p=3590. 

o The Associated Press, Newspaper sues Bartlesville for surveillance video, MCALESTER (OKLA.) NEWS-
CAPITAL, Feb. 3, 2011; Examiner-Enterprise sues city of Bartlesville, prosecutor for video of alleged 
police assault, THE (COLUMBUS, IND.) REPUBLIC, Feb. 3, 2012, at 
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/52b6653a9a7341ce9f7c5b3fe67d8d9b/OK--Surveillance-
Video-Lawsuit/. 

o Sean Murphy, Okla. to allow birth dates, home addresses to remain in court records, THE ASSOCIATED 
PRESS, FIRST AMENDMENT CENTER, Dec. 13, 2011, at http://www.firstamendmentcenter.org/okla-to-
allow-birth-dates-home-addresses-to-remain-in-court-records; and Okla. Supreme Court issues rule 
allowing greater public access to online court records, THE (COLUMBUS, IND.) REPUBLIC, Dec. 12, 2011, at 
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/cf0a7d53a27c4269b36c42d76c90cac6/OK--Court-Records-
Secrecy/. 
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o Sean Murphy, Opposition mounts to hiding data in Oklahoma records, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, THE 
LUBBOCK (TEX.) AVALANCHE-JOURNAL, Nov. 13, 2011, at http://redraiders.com/national-news/2011-11-
13/opposition-mounts-hiding-data-oklahoma-records#.TujlN5jezGA. 

o Sean Murphy, Okla. lawmakers mull more openness in Legislature, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, THE 
WASHINGTON EXAMINER, Nov. 11, 2011, at http://washingtonexaminer.com/news/2011/11/okla-
lawmakers-mull-more-openness-legislature; also published: Okla. lawmaker touts proposal to end 
legislative exemption to state's Open Meetings Act, THE REPUBLIC (COLUMBUS, IND.), Nov. 10, 2011, at 
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/64b3f24f53a54e79ab3d150112518221/OK--Legislature-
Open-Records/#share; Okla. lawmakers mull more openness in Legislature, THE JOURNAL RECORD, Nov. 
10, 2011, at http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/10/okla-lawmakers-mull-more-openness-in-
legislature-capitol/; Study Examines Transparency in Legislative Process, REP. JOSH COCKROFT, Nov. 10, 
2011, at http://repjoshcockroft.blogspot.com/2011/11/study-examines-transparency-in.html.  

o Sean Murphy, Okla. lawmakers push for more government openness, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, THE 
WASHINGTON EXAMINER, March 13, 2011, at http://washingtonexaminer.com/news/2011/03/okla-
lawmakers-push-more-government-openness. 

o David L. Hudson Jr., Neb. student-speech act introduced, FIRST AMENDMENT CENTER, Feb. 2, 2011, at 
http://www.fac.org/news.aspx?id=23849. 

o Ryan McNeill, National expert criticizes Gov. Rick Perry's refusal to release emerging technology fund 
documents, DMN INVESTIGATES BLOG, DALLAS MORNING NEWS, Oct. 6, 2010, 
http://watchdogblog.dallasnews.com/archives/2010/10/national-expert-criticizes-per.html. 

o Kelsey Ryan, Seeking sunlight for scholarships / Journalists fight FERPA as they try to access information 
on award distribution, SPLC REPORT, STUDENT PRESS LAW CENTER, FALL 2010 (Vol. XXXI, No. 3): 8. 

o Todd Shepherd, Governor Deactivates State-Issued Cell Phone, INDEPENDENCE INSTITUTE, April 21, 2010, 
http://investigates.i2i.org/2010/04/21/governor-ritter-deactivates-state-issued-cell-phone/. 

o Ansley Schrimpf, Oklahoma pharmacist's murder trial can be televised, judge rules, REPORTERS 
COMMITTEE FOR FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, Nov. 5, 2009, at http://www.rcfp.org/browse-media-law-
resources/news/oklahoma-pharmacists-murder-trial-can-be-televised-judge-rules. 

o Andrew Van Dam, State’s paid promotions appear to be newscasts, ASSOCIATION OF HEALTH CARE 
JOURNALISTS, April 13, 2009 (available at www.healthjournalism.org/blog/2009/04/states-paid-
promotions-appear-to-be-newscasts/). 

o Morphmedia, Gettin’ some of that Gov’ment money! April 6, 2009, available at 
morphnmedia.com/2009/04/06/. 

o Marion Geiger, Questions raised as content sharing becomes increasingly popular, EDITORSWEBLOG.COM, 
March 23, 2009, available at 
www.editorsweblog.org/newspaper/2009/03/questions_raised_as_content_sharing_betw.php). 

o Joe Strupp, Special Report: Content-Sharing Agreements Gain Traction, EDITOR & PUBLISHER, March 20, 
2009, available at 
www.editorandpublisher.com/eandp/news/article_display.jsp?vnu_content_id=1003953697). 

o Emilie Yam, Student fights to keep position on Okla. State publications board, STUDENT PRESS LAW 
CENTER, April 2, 2008. 

o The Associated Press, Okla. high court withdraws order restricting court records, FIRST AMENDMENT 
CENTER, March 26, 2008, at http://www.thefreepress.org/%5Cnews.aspx?id=19843. 

o The Associated Press, Okla. high court to cut off online access to court records, FIRST AMENDMENT 
CENTER, March 13, 2008, available at http://archive.firstamendmentcenter.org/news.aspx?id=19790. 

o Moriah Balingit, Digital Divide, STUDENT PRESS LAW CENTER REPORT, Winter 2007-08, 30. 
o Eugene McCormack, Oklahoma State's New President Has a Business Background, THE CHRONICLE OF 

HIGHER EDUCATION, Dec. 12, 2007, at A7. 
o Clint Brewer, Senators who should be ashamed of themselves -- and their staff, FREEDOM OF THE PREZ: 

SPJ PRESIDENT BREWER'S BLOG, May 30, 2007, at 
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http://www.spj.org/blog/blogs/president/archive/2007/05/30/7444.aspx. 
o The Associated Press, Bill would limit sales of violent video games, AMARILLO GLOBE-NEWS, June 30, 

2006, at http://amarillo.com/stories/060306/new_4817383.shtml. 
o Center for Media and Democracy: PR Watch.org, Is Oklahoma's Marketing During the News OK? April 

5, 2005 (available at www.prwatch.org/node/8322). 
o Attorney may charge student in MP3 case, U-WIRE, THE DAILY ILLINI, Nov. 6, 2000, at 

www.dailyillini.com/nov00/nov06/news/campus01.shtml. 
o Student awaits music-sharing charges, Magazine calls him a sacrificial lamb, Associated Press, DALLAS 

MORNING NEWS, Nov. 5, 2000. 
 

STATEWIDE 
o Ziva Branstetter, Panel held budget discussion in secret, TULSA WORLD, July 20, 2014, at A1, A7. 
o Jarrel Wade, Bartlett campaign emails released, TULSA WORLD, July 15, 2014, at A1, A4. 
o Jennifer Loren, State keeps crude oil shipment information from public, KOTV-NEWSON6, July 10, 2014, 

available at http://www.newson6.com/story/25991485/state-keeps-crude-oil-shipment-information-
from-public. 

o Dana Hertneky, ‘Illegal’ Street Racing Show Shuts Down Highway With Police Help, KWTV-NEWS 9, July 2, 
2014, available at http://www.news9.com/story/25929844/illegal-street-racing-show-shuts-down-
highway-with-police-help (First Amendment issue because police threatened to arrest videographer 
recording police shutting down highway for TV show). 

o Ted Streuli, Experts: Ruling may have shredded Open Records Act, THE JOURNAL RECORD, June 19, 2014, at 
2A. 

o Barbara Hoberock, Fallin can withhold document, TULSA WORLD, June 18, 2014, at A7 (Local), A12, 
available at http://www.tulsaworld.com/homepagelatest/judge-rules-gov-fallin-can-withhold-
documents-on-her-aca/article_1db0e7e7-868d-5514-a116-27b8dae89e33.html. 

o Clifton Adcock, Corrections Department Has Yet to Release Execution Log, OKLAHOMA WATCH, May 29, 
2014, http://oklahomawatch.org/2014/05/29/corrections-department-has-yet-to-release-execution-
log/. 

o Michael Konopasek, Governor Fallin's Open Records Policy Creates Transparency Concern, KWTV-NEWS 9, 
May 27, 2014, available at http://www.news9.com/story/25623991/governor-fallins-open-records-
policy-creates-transparency-concern. 

o Evan Anderson, Controversy surrounds Mustang Public Schools Bible class elective, KWTV-NEWS 9, May 
22, 2014, available at http://www.news9.com/story/25594795/controversy-surrounds-mustang-public-
schools-bible-class-elective (open meeting issue). 

o Barbara Hoberock, Senate advances Open Meeting Act fees bill, TULSA WORLD, May 8, 2014, at A1, A4. 
o Kim Archer, Expert: New meeting of state school board no fix, TULSA WORLD, Feb. 23, 2014, at A13 (Local 

Page), A15. 
o Curtis Killman, ODOT keeps railroad bids secret, TULSA WORLD, Feb. 23, 2014, at A1, A4. 
o Graham Lee Brewer, Lawsuit filed over unanswered open records request, THE OKLAHOMAN, Feb. 7, 2014, 

at 11A. 
o Cary Aspinwall, Records on state prison reform are released, TULSA WORLD, Dec. 5, 2013, at A1. 
o Helen Headlee, Oklahoma public documents list identifying information, KXII NEWS 12 (ARDMORE, OK), 

Nov. 14, 2013, at http://www.kxii.com/home/headlines/Oklahoma-public-documents-can-list-
identifying-information-232008441.html. 

o Ziva Branstetter, Tulsa police: ‘Field interviews’ like report given to mayor not open to public, TULSA 
WORLD, Nov. 9, 2013, at A1. 

o Ali Meyer, Investigation: Oklahoma Highway Patrol’s controversial dash cam video exemption, KFOR-TV 
(OKLAHOMA CITY), Nov. 4, 2013, at http://kfor.com/2013/11/04/controversial-exemption-from-open-
records-act-for-ohp/. 
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o Curtis Killman, OU student sues as school won’t release ticket records, TULSA WORLD, Oct. 25, 2013, at A1. 
o Laura Summers, Appeal of release of police video dismissed, TULSA WORLD, Oct. 5, 2013, at A19. 
o Zach Stoycoff, City of Tulsa still withholding green-waste emails, TULSA WORLD, Sept. 14, 2013, at A1. 
o Amanda Bland, Tulsa police release 911 recordings made after OHP shooting, TULSA WORLD, Sept. 14, 

2013, at A1. 
o Amanda Bland, City of Tulsa reverses policy on releasing 911 call audio records, TULSA WORLD, Sept. 12, 

2013, at A1. 
o Jerry Bohanen, Corporation Commission's Split Vote Keeps Records From the Public, OKLAHOMA ENERGY 

TODAY, July 18, 2013, http://okenergytoday.com/?p=6016. 
o Brianna Bailey, Texoma Land Deal Secrets, THE OKLAHOMAN, July 13, 2013, at 1A, 2A. 
o Rhett Morgan, Views on police videos divided, TULSA WORLD, July 8, 2013, at A1, A5; Court's video ruling 

spurs debate, THE OKLAHOMAN, July 9, 2013, at 11A. 
o Michael McNutt, Police dashcam videos are open records, court rules, THE OKLAHOMAN, June 1, 2013, at 

11A (State Page), 12A. 
o Janna Clark, ID theft 2, FOX 23 (Tulsa), May 9, 2013, at http://youtu.be/8vQS9w2-iqg. 
o Barbara Hoberock, Income-tax-cut bill advances, TULSA WORLD, April 4, 2013, at A5 (state Senate GOP 

caucus meets behind closed doors). 
o Wayne Greene & Ziva Branstetter, Governor releases health law records, TULSA WORLD, March 30, 

2013, at A1, A4. 
o Phil Cross, Governor Releases Thousands of Records, Withholds Others, FOX 25 (OKLAHOMA CITY), March 

29, 2013, at http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_10424.shtml. 
o Ziva Branstetter, Fallin to release emails on Medicaid rejection, TULSA WORLD, March 29, 2013, at A15. 
o Ziva Branstetter, EMSA board sets closed session, TULSA WORLD, March 27, 2013, at A1, A7. 
o Zack Stoycoff, Years of stored emails clog city, TULSA WORLD, March 21, 2013, at A13 (Local Page), A18. 
o Zeke Campfield, In rare move, Senate meets behind closed doors to discuss conduct code, THE 

OKLAHOMAN, March 12, 2013, at 1A, 3A. 
o Editorial, Open records: Bill would allow appeals process, TULSA WORLD, March 12, 2013, at A13 

(Opinion Page). 
o Mark Taylor, Representative praised, governor criticized, FOX 25, March 11, 2013, at 

http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_10200.shtml. 
o Curtis Killman, Open records appeals would be allowed by bill in House, TULSA WORLD, March 11, 2013, 

at A1, A5; Bill would allow appeals process on denied open records requests, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 
11, 2013, at 6A. 

o Sean Murphy, Bills both expand, restrict ability to get information, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 10, 2013, 
at 15A. 

o Ziva Branstetter, Judges sealing more records, TULSA WORLD, Feb. 17, 2013, at A1, A12. 
o Ziva Branstetter, Material witness still held in killings, TULSA WORLD, Feb. 15, 2013, at A1, A4 (quoted 

on closing of court, jail and police records). 
o Philip O'Connor and Zeke Campfield, Open records battle rages on, THE OKLAHOMAN, Feb. 10, 2013, at 

1A, 10A. 
o Cary Aspinwall, Parole board member says he won't resign, TULSA WORLD, Feb. 1, 2013, at A1, A5 

(quoted on possible prosecution of Open Meeting Act violations). 
o Samantha Vicent, Naming of OSU victim may violate federal law, TULSA WORLD, Jan. 27, 2013, at A1, A8. 
o Steve Shaw, OSU professor questions school's handling of peeping tom case, KWTV NEWS 9, at 

http://www.news9.com/category/116601/video-page?clipId=8242854 (quoted on Clery Act violation). 
o Owen Canfield, More open records games, THE OKLAHOMAN, Jan. 9, 2013, at 

http://blog.newsok.com/scissortales/2013/01/11/more-open-records-games. 
o Carrie Coppernoll, Board denies 2 charter school applications, THE OKLAHOMAN, Jan. 9, 2013, at 10A 

(quoted on Open Records Act violation). 
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o Gwin Faulconer-Lippert, 30 minute interview on open government issues in Oklahoma, KTOK 1000 AM, 
Dec. 30, 2012. 

o Barbara Hoberock, Fallin defends 'executive privilege' claim, TULSA WORLD, Dec. 13, 2012, at A1, A8. 
o Ziva Branstetter, Fallin seeks to highlight examples of openness, TULSA WORLD, Dec. 11, 2012, at A1, A7. 
o Capitol Watch Podcast, Episode 90, CAPITOL WATCH, Dec. 4, 2012, at 

http://www.capitolbeatok.com/Capitol%20Watch%20Episodes%202012/CapitolWatchEpisode90.mp3. 
o Gwin Faulconer-Lippert, 30 minute interview on Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin's refusal to release emails 

related to state health insurance exchange, KTOK 1000 AM, Dec. 2, 2012, at 
http://www.ktok.com/player/?station=KTOK-AM&program_name=podcast&program_id= 
GwinnFaulconerLippert.xml&mid=22676892. 

o Bryan Dean, OSBI refuses to release Seminole stabbing details, THE OKLAHOMAN, Nov. 30, 2012, at 15A. 
o Editorial, Questions will linger as Fallin holds onto emails, THE OKLAHOMAN, Nov. 29, 2012, at 8A 

(Opinion Page). 
o Ziva Branstetter, Enforcing Open Records Act is largely left to average citizens, TULSA WORLD, Nov. 27, 

2012, at A1, A5; Use of state Open Records Act is complicated for those who sue, THE OKLAHOMAN, Nov. 
27, 2012, at 10A. 

o Zeke Campfield, Fallin's office won't release emails on health care decision, THE OKLAHOMAN, Nov. 23, 
2012, at 1A, 3A. 

o M. Scott Carter, Armes seeks probe of Fair Meadows closure, THE JOURNAL RECORD, Nov. 21, 2012, at 8A 
(Open Meeting issue). 

o Capitol Watch Podcast, Episode 88, CAPITOL WATCH, Nov. 20, 2012, at 
http://www.capitolbeatok.com/Capitol%20Watch%20Episodes%202012/CapitolWatchEpisode88.mp3. 

o Editorial, Open Up: More transparency sought, TULSA WORLD, Nov. 16, 2012, at A18 (Opinion Page). 
o Phil Cross, Critics want an open government, KOKH FOX 25, Nov. 13, 2012, at 

http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_8111.shtml#.UKPbHRqPI9s. 
o Barbara Hoberock, Panel hears call for open government, TULSA WORLD, Nov. 14, 2012, at A13 (Local 

Page), A16; More openness is sought from state's Legislature, Nov. 14, 2012, at 22A. 
o Peter J. Rudy, Holt: State’s smallest city councils more transparent than its legislature, OKLAHOMA 

CAPITOL SOURCE, Nov. 14, 2012, at http://okcapitolsource.com/holt-states-smallest-city-councils-more-
transparent-than-its-legislature/. 

o Sean Murphy, Oklahoma Senate panel to hear from open govt. groups, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, TULSA 
WORLD, Nov. 13, 2012, at http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11& 
articleid=20121113_11_0_OLHMIY713205; KOKH FOX 25, Nov. 13, 2012, at http://www.okcfox.com/. 
newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_oklahomans-want-transparent-legislature-8096.shtml?wap=0. 

o Phil Cross, Secret Contract For State Agency Under Investigation for Being Too Secretive, KOKH FOX 25, 
Oct. 26, 2012, at http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_7725.shtml. 

o Bryan Dean, Neighbors want answers in officer's gunfire near school, THE OKLAHOMAN, Oct. 8, 2012, at 
1A, 3A (open records issue). 

o Bryan Dean, City officer is taken to hospital after firing gun in own home, THE OKLAHOMAN, Sept. 29, 
2012, at 11A (Edmond/State Page), 18A (open records issue). 

o James Neal, Open records case to be examined, THE ENID NEWS AND EAGLE, Sept. 10, 2012, at 
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1059012358/Open-records-case-to-be-examined; Open records case 
to be examined, THE EDMOND SUN, Sept. 11, 2012, at http://www.edmondsun.com/local/ 
x2056640185/Open-records-case-to-be-examined?mailingdate=201209120700; Oklahoma Supreme 
Court to take up Open Records case, THE NORMAN TRANSCRIPT, Sept. 11, 2012, at 
http://normantranscript.com/archive/x2056640173/Oklahoma-Supreme-Court-to-take-up-Open-
Records-case. 

o Cary Aspinwall, Access to online records limited, TULSA WORLD, Sept. 9, 2012, at A1, A5. 
o Kevin Canfield, Runoff will decide county clerk, TULSA WORLD, Aug. 26, 2012, at A25 (open records issue). 
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o Molly Bullock and Chase Cook, Open records response varies, TULSA WORLD, Aug. 20, 2012, at A1, A4; 
Requests for public records draw slow or no response, THE OKLAHOMAN, Aug. 20, 2012, at 1A, 4A. 

o Chase Cook, Outdated law blocks access to public records, TULSA WORLD, Aug. 20, 2012, at A5; There is 
little recourse for those denied records, THE OKLAHOMAN, Aug. 20, 2012, at 4A. 

o Cary Aspinwall, DA: Parole board defies meeting act, state statute, TULSA WORLD, Aug. 9, 2012, at A1, A8. 
o Alan Herzberger, Reporters chatting live with readers NewsOk, NEWSOK, Aug. 1, 2012, at 

http://blog.newsok.com/newsok/2012/08/01/reporters-chatting-live-with-readers-on-newsok/. 
o M. Scott Carter, State gets poor marks for disclosure, THE JOURNAL RECORD, July 31, 2012, at 1, 22. 
o Molly Bullock, Skiatook PD open records fees topped law's ceiling, TULSA WORLD, July 30, 2012, at A1, A7. 
o Bryan Dean and Paul Monies, Public record chat: Oklahoma has strong open records laws but officials 

fail to enforce them, NEWSOK, July 25, 2012, at http://newsok.com/public-record-chat-oklahoma-has-
strong-open-records-laws-but-officials-fail-to-enforce-them/article/3695388. 

o Randy Ellis, Parent groups are invited to SORC meeting, THE OKLAHOMAN, July 21, 2012, at 17A (open 
meeting issue) (quoted my blog). 

o Bill Braun, Judge bars Internet release of witness or juror names, TULSA WORLD, July 8, 2012, at A1, A4; 
The Associated Press, Judge keeps jurors' names off Internet, THE NORMAN TRANSCRIPT, July 9, 2012, at 
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1058726840/Judge-keeps-jurors-names-off-Internet; The 
Associated Press, Judge says no jurors' names in online record, THE JOURNAL RECORD, July 12, 2012, at 10A. 

o Bryan Dean, DA: No records for fired staffer, THE OKLAHOMAN, July 8, 2012, at 21A (Metro/State page). 
o Andrea Eger, Education department to redact information, TULSA WORLD, June 8, 2012, at A1, A8; 

Education officials agree to redact student data in appeals, THE OKLAHOMAN, June 8, 2012, at 11A. 
o Michael Minnis, ‘Privacy’ concerns trump openness, THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHER, May 2012, at 19 

(statewide publication of the Oklahoma Press Association). 
o Curtis Killman, Web access to spending data earns state a C+, TULSA WORLD, March 17, 2012, at A17 

(Local Page), A19; Survey ranks state C+ in online access to spending data, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 17, 
2012, at 18A. 

o M. Scott Carter, Sunshine measure not heard, THE JOURNAL RECORD, March 16, 2012 (published in 
Oklahoma City and Tulsa). 

o P.J. Lassek, Bynum rethinks meeting idea, TULSA WORLD, March 15, 2012, at A17 (Local Page), A20. 
o Ted Riley, Sunshine Week, THE KCCU NETWORK, March 12, 2012. 
o Steve Bennett, Sunshine Week: Legislative transparency, OKLAHOMA NEWS REPORT, OETA, March 9, at 

www.oeta.tv/video/2723.html.  
o Bryan Dean, Medical examiner withholds autopsy report, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 2, 2012, at 10A. 
o Sheila Stogsdill, Judge closes to public custody battle involving Delaware County children, TULSA WORLD, 

Feb. 16, 2012, at A9 (Local Page), A13. 
o Alex Cameron, Should EMSA Employee Records Be Open Or Closed? KWTV (Oklahoma City), Feb. 6, 

2012, at http://www.news9.com/story/16687479/should-emsa-employee-records-be-open-or-closed; 
Do You Have A Right To Know If EMSA Ambulance Drivers Are Felons Or Have A DUI?, KOTV (Tulsa), 
Feb. 6, 2012. 

o M. Scott Carter, Behind closed doors: Oklahoma Senate members of water committee met secretly in 
December, THE JOURNAL RECORD, Jan. 16, 2012 (published in Oklahoma City and Tulsa). 

o Diana Baldwin, Reports are public, state’s AG advises, THE OKLAHOMAN, Jan. 11, 2012, at 12A; AG 
addresses complaints about police reports, TULSA WORLD, Jan. 11, 2012, at A11. 

o Ziva Branstetter, EMSA left in dark on employee background checks, TULSA WORLD, Jan. 8, 2012, at A17 
(Local Page), A20; EMSA uses private company for hiring, background checks, THE OKLAHOMAN, Jan. 9, 
2012, at 8A. 

o Omer Gillham, Court backs off on redacting personal info from court filings, TULSA WORLD, Dec. 13, 
2011, at A1, A4. 

o Sean Murphy, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, Court’s ruling allows more public access, BARTLESVILLE EXAMINER-
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ENTERPRISE, Dec. 13, 2011, at http://www.examiner-enterprise.com/sections/news/state/court’s-
ruling-allows-more-public-access.html; Okla. court's ruling allows more public access, KXII, Dec. 12, 
2011, at http://www.kxii.com/oknews/headlines/Okla_courts_ruling_allows_more_public_ 
access_135526478.html; and Okla. court's ruling allows more public access, KWTV NEWS9, Dec. 12, 
2011, at http://www.news9.com/story/16309397/okla-courts-ruling-allows-more-public-access. 

o Russell Mills, New councilors respond to "kneepad" comment, reports of secret meetings, KRMG, Dec. 
1, 2011, at http://www.krmg.com/news/news/local/new-councilors-respond-kneepad-comment-
reports-sec/nFrnX/. 

o Bryan Dean, City releases 911 call from girls trapped under elevator, THE OKLAHOMAN, Nov. 17, 2011, at 
15A (Edmond/State Page), 22A. 

o Sean Murphy, Opposition mounts to hiding data in state records, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, TULSA WORLD, 
Nov. 12, 2011, at http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=298& 
articleid=20111112_298_0_OKLAHO811283; THE NORMAN TRANSCRIPT, Nov. 13, 2011, at 
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1267472198/Opposition-mounts-to-hiding-data-in-records. 

o Michael McNutt, Lawmaker plans to revive openness bill, THE OKLAHOMAN, Nov. 11, 2011, at 5A. 
(includes excerpts from my testimony to the Oklahoma Legislature on Nov. 10, 2011) 

o Peter J. Rudy, Notes from the House Government Modernization Committee interim study 11/10/2011, 
OKLAHOMA WATCHDOG, Nov. 10, 2011, at http://oklahoma.watchdog.org/2442/notes-from-the-house-
government-modernization-committee-interim-study-11102011/. (includes excerpts from my 
testimony to the Oklahoma Legislature on Nov. 10, 2011) 

o Mike McCarville, New House rules shed more light, THE MCCARVILLE REPORT ONLINE, Nov. 10, 2011, at 
http://wwwtmrcom.blogspot.com/2011/11/new-house-rules-shed-more-light.html. 

o Diane Baldwin, Edmond fire official is on leave over toy gun incident, THE OKLAHOMAN, Nov. 10, 2011, at 
1A, 4A. (open records issue) 

o Omer Gillham, Criminal pasts could be obscured by proposal, TULSA WORLD, Oct. 30, 2011, at A1, A8. 
o Gwin Faulconer-Lippert, 30 minute interview on Oklahoma open government issues, KTOK, Oct. 2, 2011. 
o Megan Rolland, Downtown charter elementary considered, THE OKLAHOMAN, Sept. 20, 2011, at 26A. 

(open records issue) 
o Bryan Dean, Questions raised about meeting, THE OKLAHOMAN, Sept. 20, 2011, at 6C. 
o Ginnie Graham, DHS slow to comply with data law, TULSA WORLD, Sept. 19, 2011, at A11 (Local Page), 

A14. 
o Curtis Killman, Agency weighs secrecy policy for firms’ reports, TULSA WORLD, Aug. 31, 2011, at A1, A3. 
o Rhett Morgan, Judge upholds police videotape as closed record, TULSA WORLD, Aug. 31, 2011, at A11 

(Local Page), A13. 
o Bryan Dean, DHS panel may have violated open meeting law, DA says, THE OKLAHOMAN, Aug. 13, 2011, 

at 1A, 3A. 
o Louise Redcorn, Tulsa couple's secret divorce file opened in Osage County, TULSA WORLD, Aug. 11, 2011, 

at A14. 
o Ginnie Graham, Meeting law probe is nearly complete, TULSA WORLD, June 30, 2011, at A9, A12. 
o Editorial, Court’s birth date ruling a loss for state taxpayers, THE OKLAHOMAN, June 30, 2011, at 8A. 
o Michael Cross, Supreme Court rules on birth date release, KOSU RADIO, June 29, 2011, at 

http://kosu.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/DOBReaxWrap.mp3. 
o Paul Monies, High court halts release of state worker birth dates, THE OKLAHOMAN, June 29, 2011, at 2A. 
o Jerry Bohnen, Supreme Court rules against journalists over birth dates, KTOK 1000-AM, June 28, 2011. 
o Phil Cross, Town may be violating state law, KOKH FOX 25, June 27, 2011, at 

http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_3576.shtml. 
o Ginnie Graham, DHS’ openness questioned, TULSA WORLD, June 18, 2011, at A19 (Local Page), A21. 
o Kim Archer, Broken Arrow audit clears some, indicates possible criminal action in two areas, TULSA 

WORLD, June 10, 2011, at A1, A3. 
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o Barbara Hoberock, BA schools audit to be released, TULSA WORLD, June 4, 2011, at A14. 
o Phil Cross, Cameras booted in courthouse: Violation of policy? KOKH FOX 25, June 1, 2011, at 

http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_3448.shtml. 
o Michael Kimball, Moore police remain mum on recent shooting incidents, THE OKLAHOMAN, May 24, 

2011, at 10A. 
o Editorial, Abiding by Open Records Act should matter to officials, THE OKLAHOMAN, April 29, 2011, at 8A. 
o Gavin Off, Commission director disables public records search after request for data, TULSA WORLD, 

April 26, 2011, at A1, A4. 
o Bryan Dean, Public openness pressure advocated, Oklahoma’s open government laws are rarely 

enforced, expert says, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 14, 2011, at 7A. 
o Darla Slipke, Information expert sees holes in laws, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 13, 2011, at 7A. 
o Kim Archer, State AG plans to withhold audit of Broken Arrow schools, TULSA WORLD, Feb. 18, 2011, at 

A16 (Local Page). 
o Joleen Chaney, Government email account and contents illegally deleted, KFOR News4, Feb. 6, 2011. 
o Susan Hylton, Glenpool to pay $30,000 to ex-employees who lost jobs to private firm, TULSA WORLD, Jan. 

21, 2011, at A17 (open meeting issue). 
o Paul Folger, State lacks exemption to keep document secret in mom’s slaying case, KOCO, Dec. 12, 2010. 
o Brian Barber, Denial of permit not legal, professor says, TULSA WORLD, Dec. 2, 2010, at A1, A3. 
o Michael Baker, Did OSBI panel break open meetings law? THE OKLAHOMAN, Nov. 2, 2010, at 3A. 
o Barbara Hoberock, No action taken against school districts, TULSA WORLD, Oct. 22, 2010. 
o Phil Cross, Bass-LeSure transcript unsealed, FOX 25, Oklahoma City, Oct. 11, 2010. 
o Jacqueline Scott, U.S. Supreme Court hears oral arguments in Phelps case, KTOK, Oklahoma City, Oct. 

6, 2010. 
o Bill Braun, Part of gang-related murder trial to be closed, TULSA WORLD, Oct. 2, 2010, at A10. 
o Brian Barber and P.J. Lassek, Council aborts investigation, TULSA WORLD, Sept. 23, 2010, at A1. 
o Editorial, An open door, TULSA WORLD, Sept. 6, 2010, at A9 (Opinion Page). 
o P.J. Lassek, Council opts for open meeting: An expert warned that small, private meetings violate the 

Open Meeting Act, TULSA WORLD, Sept. 4, 2010. 
o P.J. Lassek and Brian Barber, Private meetings may violate law, openness expert says, TULSA WORLD, 

Sept. 3, 2010, at A13 (Local Page), A16. 
o Brian Barber and P.J. Lassek, Mediation secrecy mulled/Proposed talks between mayor and council 

could run afoul of Open Meeting Act, TULSA WORLD, Aug. 22, 2010, at A13 (Local Page). 
o Michael Henrich, State representative claims legislature is transparent, FOX 25, Oklahoma City, Aug. 6, 

2010. 
o Amy Lester, State Legislature Exempt from Open Records and Meeting Acts, KWTV News9, Oklahoma 

City, July 12, 2010. (Also broadcast on KOTV NEWS6, Tulsa). 
o P.J. Lassek, Council misstep affirmed / Legal experts concur that city councilors violated the Open 

Meeting Act, TULSA WORLD, June 19, 2010. 
o Editorial, Digital age can heighten public access quandary, THE OKLAHOMAN, May 5, 2010, at 6A. 
o Bill Braun, Judge closes trial's Internet window, TULSA WORLD, May 3, 2010. 
o John Estus, Paul Monies and Gavin Off, State profits from residents' data, THE OKLAHOMAN & TULSA 

WORLD, April 4, 2010. 
o Gwin Faulconer-Lippert, 30 minute interview on Oklahoma open government issues, KTOK, March 21, 

2010. 
o Andrew Speno, Capitol portrait flap, FOX 25, Oklahoma City, March 17, 2010. 
o Bob Sands, State legislators exempt themselves from state open government laws, OKLAHOMA NEWS 

REPORT, OETA, March 18, 2010. 
o Michael Kimball, Opening Oklahoma's records may take a battle, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 15, 2010. 
o Curtis Killman, Bill could obstruct accurate reporting, TULSA WORLD, March 14, 2010. 
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o Darla Slipke, WEEK ILLUMINATES OKLAHOMA'S OPEN GOVERNMENT, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 11, 2010. 
o John Estus, Bryan Dean and Paul Monies, Oklahoma union faces ethics investigation in stunt to protest 

records request, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 6, 2010. 
o Sean Murphy, Lawmakers seek to block out sunshine laws, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, Feb. 27, 2010, 

published in the DURANT (OKLA.) DAILY DEMOCRAT, available at 
http://www.durantdemocrat.com/view/full_story/6488452/article-Lawmakers-seek-to-block-out-
sunshine-laws?instance=home_news_lead. 

o Bryan Dean and John Estus, Lack of birth dates connects Oklahoma City, county public employees, 
offenders, THE OKLAHOMAN, Jan. 17, 2010, at 1A, 4A. 

o Bryan Dean, Oklahoma birth date records opinion is explained, THE OKLAHOMAN, Jan. 17, 2010, at 1A, 4A. 
o Bill Braun, Courtroom signs seem to limit access, TULSA WORLD, Jan. 15, 2010, at A11 (Local Page), A14. 
o Rhett Morgan, Specifics of accord in lawsuit still secret, TULSA WORLD, Dec. 3, 2009, at A13 (Local Page), 

A16. 
o Editorial, For the records: State court’s action fuels new concerns, THE OKLAHOMAN, Oct. 26, 2009, at A12.  
o Omer Gillham, Court’s new rule on records raises concerns, TULSA WORLD, Oct. 21, 2009, at A18 

(Local/State Page). 
o Clifton Adcock, Jenks mum on Trimble’s job, TULSA WORLD, Oct. 13, 2009, at A9 (Local/State Page) (open 

records issue). 
o Bryan Dean, 19 workers for county disciplined, THE OKLAHOMAN, Oct. 2, 2009, at A16. 
o Bryan Dean, Possible misuse of Oklahoma County property to be investigated; 16 employees 

suspended with pay, THE OKLAHOMAN, Sept. 4, 2009. 
o Bryan Dean, Experts say city off base in protecting birth dates, THE OKLAHOMAN, Aug. 31, 2009, at A2. 
o At A Glance: Presumption of Openness, THE OKLAHOMAN, Aug. 31, 2009, at A2. 
o Editorial, Transparency is lacking in city grant investigation, THE OKLAHOMAN, Aug. 31, 2009, at A12. 
o Bryan Dean, City won’t release worker’s name, THE OKLAHOMAN, Aug. 28, 2009, at A11 (Local/State Page). 
o Bryan Dean, Police put 2nd worker on leave, THE OKLAHOMAN, Aug. 26, 2009, at A11 (Local/State Page) 

(quoted on Open Records Act). 
o Michael Kimball, Tulsan began false report about death of fighter, THE OKLAHOMAN, July 24, 2009, at A1 

(quoted about media ethics and journalistic practices). 
o Jay F. Marks, Meeting in Atoka County may undo pay hike, TULSA WORLD, July 17, 2009. 
o Ginnie Graham and Omer Gillham, Board vote in closed session breaks law, TULSA WORLD, July 3, 2009, 

at A1. 
o Sean Murphy, OHP chief to decide trooper's fate, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, June 12, 2009. (published on 

KJRH.com) (quoted on Open Records Act). 
o Ginnie Graham and Omer Gillham, Board vote in closed session breaks law, TULSA WORLD, June 3, 2009, 

at A1 (quoted on Open Meeting Act). 
o Rochelle Hines, AG issues opinion on communications, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, May 15, 2009 (published 

nationwide, including USA Today). 
o Tim Stanley & Bill Braun, Bixby official still pursuing claim, TULSA WORLD, May 9, 2009, at A16 (quoted 

on Open Meeting Act). 
o Sean Murphy, Judge opens court in Norman triple-murder case, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, May 8, 2009 

(published by Tulsa World and Fox23). 
o Clifton Adcock, Creeks silent on land proposal, tribe’s rules keep legislation secret until chief signs it, 

TULSA WORLD, April 30, 2009, at A9, A11. 
o Kim Archer, Media company airing TV ad spots as part of state contract, TULSA WORLD, April 5, 2009, at 

A1 (quoted regarding media ethics). 
o Bryan Dean, Opening records and opening eyes, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 21, 2009, at A13. 
o Kirby Lee Davis, Tulsa County policies lead to debate on Open Records Act, THE JOURNAL RECORD, March 

18, 2009. 
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o Curtis Killman, Oklahoma lags in a survey of online records, TULSA WORLD, March 15, 2009, at A1. 
o Curtis Killman, Local agencies slow to post data, TULSA WORLD, March 15, 2009, at A15. 
o Paul Monies, Across nation, public agencies in a time warp, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 15, 2009, at A7. 
o Editorial, Some state judges forget courts belong to public, THE OKLAHOMAN, Oct. 14, 2008, at A6. 
o Tony Thornton, Man fights for right to open courtrooms, THE OKLAHOMAN, Oct. 12, 2008, at A19 

(Local/State page). 
o Gavin Off, State commission rejects 'offensive' vanity plates, TULSA WORLD, Sept. 1, 2008, at A1. 
o David Harper, Thompson suit outcome files sealed, TULSA WORLD, Aug. 28, 2008, at A1.   
o Tony Thornton, McAlester district attorney ordered police inquiry into online comments about him, THE 

OKLAHOMAN, Aug. 15, 2008, at A15. 
o Susan Hylton, Forum operator files objection to subpoena, TULSA WORLD, Aug. 15, 2008, at A16. 
o Tony Thornton, Subpoena baffles owner of online message board discussing McAlester politics, THE 

OKLAHOMAN, Aug. 13, 2008, at A16. 
o Editorial, Right to Know: Sealed court records should be open, THE OKLAHOMAN, Aug. 13, 2008, at A8. 
o The Associated Press, PUBLIC 'LEFT OUT' AS OKLAHOMA COURT RECORDS SEALED, THE OKLAHOMAN, Aug. 12, at 

A11. 
o Ginnie Graham, Courts keeping cases secret, TULSA WORLD, Aug. 10, 2008, at A1. 
o Ginnie Graham, Courts lack uniform filing, tracking of sealed records, TULSA WORLD, Aug. 10, 2008, at A9. 
o Ginnie Graham, 18 protective orders under wraps, TULSA WORLD, Aug. 10, 2008, at A9. 
o Susan Hylton, Muskogee foundation already under fire, TULSA WORLD, March 30, 2008, at A25. 
o Ron Jenkins, Supreme Court withdraws order restricting court records, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, DURANT 

DAILY DEMOCRAT, March 26, 2008. 
o Barbara Hoberock, Court rescinds rule on records, TULSA WORLD, March 26, 2008, at A1.   
o John Greiner, State Supreme Court withdraws controversial records rules, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 25, 

2008, at A1. 
o Jerry Bohnen, Supreme Court withdraws rule on records, KTOK-AM, Oklahoma City, March 25, 2008. 
o Ron Jenkins, Court records decision debated in chambers, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, Shawnee News-Star, 

March 24, 2008. 
o Ron Jenkins, Court targets data available in other records, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, THE JOURNAL RECORD, 

March 21, 2008. (Also published in MCALESTER NEWS-CAPITAL) 
o Nicole Marshall, ID theft rare in records, TULSA WORLD, March 21, 2008, at A1. 
o John Estus, Putting Oklahoma Co. records online prompts disagreement, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 21, 

2008, at A14. 
o Bryan Dean, Funding, politics still barriers to enforcement of state records laws, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 

21, 2008, at A14. 
o Angel Riggs, Group chides court on access, TULSA WORLD, March 18, 2008, at A1. 
o Ron Jenkins, Written report inadequate, open-records advocate says, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, THE 

OKLAHOMAN, March 18, 2008, at A2. 
o Bryan Dean, Open government 'is very important,' survey shows, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 16, 2008, at A5. 
o Marie Price, Halting Web access to court documents concerns many, THE JOURNAL RECORD, DOLAN MEDIA 

NEWSWIRE, March 13, 2008. 
o Ron Jenkins, Chief justice defends secrecy action, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, MCALESTER NEWS-CAPITAL, March 

13, 2008. 
o Omer Gillham, Open records backers stunned, TULSA WORLD, March 13, 2008, at A11 (local page). 
o Paul Monies, A step backward, DataWatch, THE OKLAHOMA, March 12, 2008, available at 

http://blog.newsok.com/datawatch/2008/03/12/a-step-backward/1205362534. 
o John Greiner, Court limits access of state public records, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 12, 2008, at A1. 
o Ron Jenkins, Court rules cut off online access to records, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, NORMAN TRANSCRIPT, 

March 12, 2008 (also published by FIRST AMENDMENT CENTER, KSWO.COM and MCALESTER NEWS-CAPITAL). 
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http://newsok.com/some-state-judges-forget-courts-belong-to-public/article/3310953
http://newsok.com/article/3310224
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=20080901_11_A1_Illust977041
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=20080828_14_A1_Afdrlj824732
http://newsok.com/mcalester-district-attorney-ordered-police-inquiry-into-online-comments-about-him/article/3283909
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectID=12&articleID=20080815_12_A16_hApros604846
http://newsok.com/article/3282804/
http://newsok.com/right-to-know-sealed-court-records-should-be-rare/article/3282716
http://newsok.com/article/3282222/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=20080810_11_A1_hDistr562350
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=20080810_11_A9_spancl476225
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=20080810_11_A9_hCriti483510
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=20080330_1_A25_hAnon71421
http://www.durantdemocrat.com/articles/2008/03/26/news/doc47ea6e3f2c61b307186778.txt
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=20080326_1_A1_hThes08765
http://newsok.com/article/3220553/1206462531
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=20080321_1_A1_hrpFo10336
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectID=14&articleID=20080318_1_A1_hTheB62326
http://newsok.com/article/3217556/
http://www.dolanmedia.com/view.cfm?recID=349723
http://www.mcalesternews.com/local/local_story_073110024.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectID=12&articleID=20080313_1_A11_hFear35686
http://blog.newsok.com/datawatch/2008/03/12/a-step-backward/1205362534
http://blog.newsok.com/datawatch/2008/03/12/a-step-backward/1205362534
http://newsok.com/article/3215213/1205299204
http://www.normantranscript.com/localnews/local_story_072113842.html
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o Jeff Raymond & Bryan Dean, School board affirms Porter action: Open meeting violation nullifies first 
suspension, THE OKLAHOMAN, Jan. 12, 2008, at A1. 

o Bryan Dean & Wendy K. Kleinman, City board faces test: Meeting draws scrutiny over legality, THE 
OKLAHOMAN, Jan. 10, 2008, at A1. 

o Josh Rabe, Some oppose Mannford proposal, THE OKLAHOMAN, Dec. 22, 2007, at A17 (quoted regarding 
Open Meeting Act). 

o April Marciszewski, OSU's search process doubted, TULSA WORLD, Dec. 1, 2007, at A1. 
o Lori Rasmussen, Congress Considers Federal Shield Law, THE OKLAHOMA NEWS REPORT, OETA-TV, Sept. 

26, 2007.  
o Steve Lackmeyer, Questions and Answers with Joey Senat: Murdoch likely to change business news on 

many levels, THE OKLAHOMAN, Sept. 25, 2007, at B4. 
o Editorial, Open or Closed?: Confusion reigns in special courtrooms, THE OKLAHOMAN, Sept. 8, 2007, at A6.  
o Chad Previch, 'Sensational' details sealed in Purcell killing, THE OKLAHOMAN, Sept. 7, 2007, at A11 (Local 

& State Page) (quoted on sealing court documents).  
o Ziva Branstetter, Some courts closed to public, Tulsa World, Sept. 3, 2007, at A1.     (Also distributed by 

The Associated Press, Judges closing criminal hearings, THE OKLAHOMAN, Sept. 4, 2007, at A11 (Local & 
State Page). 

o Ginnie Graham & Curtis Killman, Records come with red tape, TULSA WORLD, Sept. 3, 2007, at A8. 
o Ryan McNeil, UCO faces NCAA ire over rules, THE OKLAHOMAN, Aug. 18, 2007, at A1 (quoted on Open 

Records Act). 
o Ryan McNeil, Court blocks access to foster parents' IDs, THE OKLAHOMAN, June 22, 2007, at A13. 
o Mick Hinton, Records more open to legislators, Tulsa World, April 8, 2007.    
o Oklahoma Voices: Roundtable Discussion on Oklahoma's Sunshine Laws, KGOU-FM, March 19, 2007, 

available at http://www.kgou.org/ok_voices.php. 
o Bryan Dean, Sunshine Week: Know Your Rights, THE OKLAHOMAN PODCAST, March 12, 2007, available at 

http://downloads.newsok.com/podcasts/m12sunshine.mp3. 
o Sean Murphy, Oklahoma's sunshine laws need more teeth, experts say, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, March 11, 

2007. 
o Ryan McNeill, DHS balks at releasing employee birth dates, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 11, 2007, at A1. 
o Bryan Dean, DA wants to hold violators accountable, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 11, 2007, at A5.    
o Mick Hinton, Bill to keep student data private OK'd, TULSA WORLD, Feb. 8, 2007, at A12. 
o Justin Juozapavicius, Professor leads fight to keep records open, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, Feb. 5, 2007.    
o Matthew Price, Free speech often wins over video game laws, THE OKLAHOMAN, Dec. 23, 2006, at 3A. 
o John Estus, “Image” trumps press, THE OKLAHOMAN, Nov. 21, 2006, at 18A.  
o Aaron Crespo, Most state colleges support students’ freedom of media, THE OKLAHOMAN, Nov. 21, 2006, 

at 18A.  
o Bryan Dean, Lawyer targets blogger, THE OKLAHOMAN, Oct. 7, 2006, at 1A. 
o Editorial, Records Requests, THE OKLAHOMAN, Sept. 18, 2006, at 12A. 
o Bryan Dean, City council passes new records policy, THE OKLAHOMAN, Sept. 13, 2006, at 16A. 
o Dawn Marks, Board approves bid to build first of 3 freshman academies, THE OKLAHOMAN, Sept. 7, 2006, 

at 1(My Edmond section) (quoted on Open Meeting Act). 
o Shaun Schafer, Panel didn’t intend to skirt meeting law, official says, The ASSOCIATED PRESS, THE 

OKLAHOMAN, Aug. 7, 2006, at 16A. 
o John Greiner, Henry to sign video game bill, THE OKLAHOMAN, June 2, 2006, at 1A. 
o Bryan Dean, Cities still overcharge for copies of records, THE OKLAHOMAN, May 22, 2006, at 1A. 
o Bryan Dean, OSU’s open records policy may not comply with law, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 17, 2006, at 1A. 
o Bryan Dean, Need for open records goes beyond reporting, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 14, 2006, at 9A 

(Local & State page). 
o Bryan Dean, Effort shines light on openness, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 12, 2006, at 10A. 
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o Penny Cockerell, Father of fallen soldier suing over photo, THE OKLAHOMAN, Dec. 17, 2005, at 13A 
(quoted on Oklahoma media law). 

o Ryan McNeill, House answers call for cell logs, THE OKLAHOMAN, Oct. 6, 2005, at 1A. 
o Editorial, Hung up on: GOP balks at phone records request, THE OKLAHOMAN, Oct. 4, 2005, at 8A 

(opinion page).  
o Ryan McNeill, House lawyers want to keep cellular telephone bills private, THE OKLAHOMAN, Oct. 1, 

2005, at 13A (Local & State page). 
o Chris Terbrueggen, OK’s Legislature and lawmakers in 20 other states exempt themselves from Open 

Meetings Act, THE JOURNAL RECORD, May 23, 2005. 
o Ryan McNeill, Pending bills would limit public information access, THE OKLAHOMAN, March 13, 2005, at 

17A. 
o Ryan McNeill, GOP leaders won’t release hiring details, THE OKLAHOMAN, Feb. 9, 2005, at 8A (quoted on 

open records law). 
o Ryan McNeill, Bill aims at Capitol contributions, THE OKLAHOMAN, Feb. 1, 2005, at 4A (quoted on open 

meeting law). 
o Tony Thornton, Grady County facility closed, THE OKLAHOMAN, Dec. 28, 2004, at 2A (quoted on open 

meeting law). 
o April Marciszewski, AG: Records format not guaranteed, TULSA WORLD, Nov. 24, 2004, at A12. 
o Mick Hinton, Conflicting memos create confusion, THE OKLAHOMAN, Nov. 22, 2004. 
o April Marciszewski, Reporters allege OSU flouts open records law, TULSA WORLD, Nov. 21, 2004, at 14. 
o Cathy Tatom, Students fight for open records, OETA, OKLAHOMA NEWS REPORT, Nov. 10, 2004. 
o Josh Wells, Judge rules no-call list violates First Amendment, KTOK-AM, Sept. 26, 2003. 
o Freedom of Information in an Electronic Era: A Special Report on Access to Public Records in Oklahoma, 

published in conjunction with the First Amendment Congress, Nov. 8-9, 2001. 
o John Perry, Access to records easier on Internet, Technology aids public’s right to know, THE DAILY 

OKLAHOMAN (OKLAHOMA CITY), Oct. 11, 2001, at A1. 
o Melissa Davis, Pre-Paid seeks name/Critic on Yahoo message board object of company’s subpoena, THE 

DAILY OKLAHOMAN (OKLAHOMA CITY), May 27, 2001, at C1. 
o Clinton Griffiths, Veggie Libel in Oklahoma, SUNUP – OETA, April 2001. 
o Gregory Elwell, Napster effect on CD sales under debate / Music distribution model still far from 

finalized, THE DAILY OKLAHOMAN (OKLAHOMA CITY), Feb. 15, 2001, at 2-C. 
o Justin Juozapavicius, OSU student awaits word in MP3 case, TULSA WORLD, Nov. 4, 2000, at A1. 
o Judy Kuhlman and Steve Lackmeyer, Police won’t give 911 tape, THE DAILY OKLAHOMAN, Oct. 8, 1999, at A1. 

 
LOCAL 
o John M. Wylie II, Forget Ebola – Oklahoma faces worse, OOLOGAH LAKE LEADER, July 30, 2014, available 

at http://oologahonline.com/?p=7949.  
o Joy Hampton, Officials say transparency lacking in Wal-Mart zoning, THE NORMAN TRANSCRIPT, July 25, 

2014, available at http://www.normantranscript.com/headlines/x1927885216/Officials-say-
transparency-lacking-in-Wal-Mart-zoning. 

o Tim Ahrens, First Amendment and Facebook: Should people who make threats on social media be 
prosecuted? STILLWATER NEWSPRESS, June 18, 2014, available at 
http://www.stwnewspress.com/local/x1396893644/First-Amendment-and-Facebook-Should-people-
who-make-threats-on-social-media-be-prosecuted#sthash.USl5Yvgt.dpuf. 

o Joey Stipek, ‘This is not a question of can’t. It’s a question of won’t,’ THE OKLAHOMA DAILY, May 4, 2014, 
available at http://www.oudaily.com/news/this-is-not-a-question-of-can-t-it-s/article_3dd2f740-
d3b8-11e3-8da4-001a4bcf6878.html (open records). 

o Kate Bergum, House Bill increases transparency, makes dashboard videos public, THE OKLAHOMA DAILY, 
March 13, 2014, at 1. 
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o Jessica Miller, Citizens: City Council violated Open Meeting Act, BARTLESVILLE (OKLA.) EXAMINER-
ENTERPRISE, Jan. 8, 2014, available at http://examiner-enterprise.com/news/local-news/citizens-city-
council-violated-open-meeting-act. 

o Tim Farley, What’s to hide? OKLAHOMA GAZETTE (OKLAHOMA CITY), Dec. 9, 2013, available at 
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/article-19934-whats-to-hide.html. 

o Robert Smith, Moberly says Ross wrong about council vote, OWASSO (OKLA.) REPORTER, July 17, 2013. 
o Anita Reding, Resident: Open records in the public interest should be free, SKIATOOK (OKLA.) JOURNAL, July 

16, 2013, available at http://skiatookjournal.com/news/resident-open-records-in-the-public-interest-
should-be-free/article_6a604f84-ee25-11e2-a6fa-0019bb2963f4.html. 

o Osamah Tahir, Video Games: Fun or Dangerous, HOT INK (A PUBLICATION OF NEWSROOM 101 AND THE 
OKLAHOMAN), Spring 2013, at 26, available at http://newsok.com/hotink. 
 

o Jessica Bruha, Former student sues OU over school’s refusal to release student parking citation 
information, THE NORMAN TRANSCRIPT, May 18, 2013, available at 
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1169353353/Former-student-sues-OU-over-school-s-
refusal-to-release-student-parking-citation-information. 

o Editorial Board, Provost's office denies access to open records, THE OKLAHOMA DAILY, May 2, 2013, 
available at http://www.oudaily.com/news/2013/may/02/Provost_editorial/. 

o Arianna Pickard, OU officials continue refusal of distribution of employee records, THE OKLAHOMA DAILY, 
May 2, 2013, available at http://www.oudaily.com/news/2013/may/02/records_story/. 

o Jaime Adame, Pledge politics: Do campaign promises make for better government? URBAN TULSA 
WEEKLY, April 11, 2013, at 13. 

o Joy Hampton, City memo may have violated open meetings law, THE NORMAN TRANSCRIPT, March 15, 
2013, available at http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x168868680/City-memo-may-have-
violated-open-meetings-law. 

o Joey Stipek, OU denied requests for parking ticket records, but are they protected by privacy laws? THE 
OKLAHOMA DAILY, March 12, 2013, at A1. 

o Haley Davis, OU opens Sunshine Week with conference held in Gaylord Hall on freedom of information, 
THE OKLAHOMA DAILY, March 11, 2013, available at 
http://www.oudaily.com/news/2013/mar/11/sunshine/. 

o Haley Davis, Last day to register for 'Open Government' conference, THE OKLAHOMA DAILY, March 5, 
2013, available at http://www.oudaily.com/news/2013/mar/04/sunshine_conference/. 

o Kyle Hinchey, Payne County district attorney refuses to discuss prosecutor's departure, THE DAILY 
O'COLLEGIAN, Feb. 21, 2013, at 1 (quoted on denial of public record). 

o Samantha Vicent, OSU PD doesn't redact victim's name in report, THE DAILY O'COLLEGIAN, Jan. 27, 2013, 
at 1. 

o Editorial, Keep public records open, THE DAILY O'COLLEGIAN, Nov. 28, 2012, at 4 (Opinion Page). 
o Jeanne LeFlore, Kiowa re-appoints trustee who lost his seat after failing to attend state class, 

MCALESTER (OKLA.) NEWS-CAPITAL, Nov. 2, 2012, at http://mcalesternews.com/local/x2082760102/ 
Kiowa-re-appoints-trustee-who-lost-his-seat-after-he-failed-to-attend-state-class (quoted on open 
meeting issue). 

o Jeanne LeFlore, Police to limit public 'sideshow,' MCALESTER (OKLA.) NEWS-CAPITAL, at 
http://mcalesternews.com/breakingnews/x1052804353/Policy-to-limit-public-sideshow (quoted on 
open meeting issue). 

o Michael Pineda, Open Meeting Act violations in Healdton, THE ARDMOREITE (ARDMORE, OKLA.), Aug. 13, 
2012, at A1, A7. 

o Jeanne LeFlore, Stasiak: 'Project Spider' / Code-named city agenda item weaves a web of scrutiny, 
MCALESTER (OKLA.) NEWS-CAPITAL, July 12, 2011, at 1A, 3A. 

o Michael Pineda, Open Meeting Act allegedly violated during city meeting, THE ARDMOREITE (ARDMORE, 
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OKLA.), July 4, 2012, at 1.  
o William Swaim, In the dark: Town trustees, attorney failing Skiatook, SKIATOOK (OKLA.) JOURNAL, May 31, 

2012, at http://skiatookjournal.com/opinion/in-the-dark-town-trustees-attorney-failing-
skiatook/article_bc5eee3e-aa61-11e1-b058-0019bb2963f4.html (quoted on open meeting issue). 

o Jim Powell, Wrights seeks summary judgment against YPS, YUKON (OKLA.) REVIEW, May 23, 2012, at 1, 2 
(open records lawsuit). 

o James Neal and Cass Rains, Felony perjury charge filed against Enid attorney, ENID (OKLA.) NEWS & 
EAGLE, May 17, 2012, at A1, http://enidnews.com/localnews/x234161759/Felony-perjury-Charge-filed-
against-Enid-attorney (access to court records). 

o Anita Pere, Faculty Council: Professors should see peer reviews, STILLWATER (OKLA.) NEWSPRESS, May 8, 
2012, at http://www.stwnewspress.com/local/x1640789398/Faculty-Council-Professors-should-see-
peer-reviews (open records issue). 

o Sarah Hussain, Joey Stipek and Mike Wormley, OCCC, experts differ on open records, THE PIONEER, 
OKLAHOMA CITY COMMUNITY COLLEGE, April 19, 2012, at http://pioneer2010.occc.edu/index.php/ 
features/60-feature/2028-occc-experts-views-differ-on-open-records. 

o Sarah Hussain, Joey Stipek and Mike Wormley, Police records can be hard to get at OCCC, THE PIONEER, 
OKLAHOMA CITY COMMUNITY COLLEGE, April 12, 2012, at http://pioneer2010.occc.edu/index.php/news/1-
latest-news/1997-police-records-can-be-hard-to-get-at-occc-. 

o Robert Smith, Open Records Fight Brewing In Sperry, THE SKIATOOK (OKLA.) JOURNAL, March 28, 2012. 
o Jessica Miller, Security video released, BARTLESVILLE (OKLA.) EXAMINER-ENTERPRISE, March 17, 2012, at 

http://www.examiner-enterprise.com/sections/news/local-news/security-video-released.html. 
o Jonathan Sutton & Samantha Vicent, SGA bodies violate law, bylaws on meetings, THE DAILY 

O’COLLEGIAN, OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY, March 4, 2012, at 1, 8. 
o Rep. Jason Murphey, Open records bill for Legislature picks up momentum, THE EDMOND (OKLA.) SUN, 

Feb. 6, 2012, at Opinion Page, at http://www.edmondsun.com/opinion/x2053735392/Open-records-
bill-for-Legislature-picks-up-momentum. 

o The Associated Press, Newspaper sues Bartlesville for surveillance video, MCALESTER (OKLA.) NEWS-
CAPITAL, Feb. 3, 2012, at http://mcalesternews.com/local/x2053732880/Newspaper-sues-Bartlesville-
for-surveillance-video. 

o Roger L. Thompson, Did City Council violate Open Meeting law? OKEMAH (OKLA.) NEWS LEADER, Jan. 28, 
2012, at 1, 3. 

o Jessica Miller, Appeal filed in Open Meeting Act lawsuit against BRTA, BARTLESVILLE (OKLA.) EXAMINER-
ENTERPRISE, Jan. 28, 2012, at A1. 

o Anita Reding, Agenda item could have (should have) been discussed, SKIATOOK (OKLA.) JOURNAL, Jan. 18, 
2012, at 4 (editorial). 

o Mark Schlachtenhaufen, AG responds to police open records issue, THE EDMOND SUN, Jan. 9, 2012, at 
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x205476329/AG-responds-to-police-open-records-issue. 

o Emily Schorr, Some college records public, THE PIONEER, OKLAHOMA CITY COMMUNITY COLLEGE, Dec. 9, 
2011, at http://pioneer2010.occc.edu/index.php/news/1-latest-news/1672-some-college-records-
public. 

o Megan Boyd, SGA violates Open Meeting Act, THE DAILY O’COLLEGIAN, Nov. 10, 2011, at 1, 3. 
o Josh Burton and Robert Smith, Paper urges City Hall to comply on open records for ‘work sessions,’ 

OWASSO (OKLA.) REPORTER, Oct. 21, 2011. 
o Logan Pierce, ‘Censory’ Deprivation and the First Amendment, 15TH STREET NEWS, ROSE STATE COLLEGE, 

Oct. 7, 2011, at 3. 
o D.E. Smoot, DA to decide on officer-involved shooting by week’s end; Expert: Chief may be violating 

law by withholding officers’ names, MUSKOGEE PHOENIX, Aug. 25, 2011, at 1A, 2A. 
o Louise Redcorn, Lawyer promises to open stealth divorce case, THE BIGHEART TIMES, Aug. 11, 2011, at 1. 
o James Beaty, Disputed agenda item now under review by McAlester mayor, MCALESTER NEWS-CAPITAL, 
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June 19, 2011, available at http://mcalesternews.com/local/x357071308/Disputed-agenda-item-now-
under-review-by-McAlester-mayor. 

o James Beaty, McAlester council agenda action under dispute, MCALESTER NEWS-CAPITAL, June 16, 2011, 
available at http://mcalesternews.com/local/x947030068/McAlester-council-agenda-action-under-
dispute. 

o Neel Arora, Fakin' it: OSU Student's Alternative News Source, STILLWATER (OKLA.) NEWSPRESS, May 16, 
2011 at http://www.stwnewspress.com/stilly/x377181796/Fakin-it-OSU-Students-Alternative-News-
Source/print. 

o D.E. Smott, Wagoner County officials accused of open meeting violations, MUSKOGEE PHOENIX, April 27 
2011, at http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x1250116235/Wagoner-County-officials-accused-of-
open-meeting-violations. 

o William Swaim, Open meeting violations cause for concern, BROKEN ARROW LEDGER, April 25, 2011. 
o Clifton Adcock, Strategic Alliance, THE OKLAHOMA GAZETTE, April 23, 2011, at 

http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/article-11444-strategic-alliance.html (open government issue 
regarding proposed economic development nonprofit in Oklahoma City). 

o Nour Habib, Open government expert thinks BAPS board violated Open Meeting Act, THE BROKEN 
ARROW LEDGER, April 22, 2011, available at http://baledger.com/news/education/open-government-
expert-thinks-baps-board-violated-open-meeting-act/article_4bc3554a-6d11-11e0-801a-
001cc4c002e0.html. 

o Kirk McCracken, Attorney claims MPS violated open meeting laws, MANNFORD (OKLA.) EAGLE, April 18, 
2011, available at http://mannfordeagle.com/news/attorney-claims-mps-violated-open-meeting-
laws/article_29b1db4e-69fa-11e0-9fe0-001cc4c03286.html. 

o Nicholas Harrison, Open Records fees eclipse costs, THE OKLAHOMA DAILY, UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA, April 
7, 2011, at 1, 2. 

o Kelly Rupp, City officials refuse to release audit draft, THE MINCO (OKLA.) MILLENIUM, Feb. 8, 2011, at 1. 
o Chase Cook, OU regents bar reporter from committee meetings, THE OKLAHOMA DAILY, UNIVERSITY OF 

OKLAHOMA, Jan. 27, 2011, at 1. 
o Jessie Markovetz, Councilors decide against entering executive session, THE GLENPOOL (OKLA.) POST, Jan. 

19, 2011. 
o Kathleen Evans, Student Congress allegedly neglects duties, Possible violations of Oklahoma statutes, 

Open Meeting Act, THE OKLAHOMA DAILY, UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA, Sept. 23, 2010, at 1, 2. 
o Nour Habib, Taxpayer charged for records, THE BROKEN ARROW LEDGER, June 30, 2010. 
o William Swaim, BA school district needs lesson in transparency, THE BROKEN ARROW LEDGER, June 30, 2010. 
o Troy Weatherford, Congress violates Open Meetings Act, expert says, THE OKLAHOMA DAILY, UNIVERSITY 

OF OKLAHOMA, March 4, 2010, at 1, 2. 
o Helen Barrett, Two ‘oops’ in one meeting, THE ALVA REVIEW-COURIER, Oct. 8, 2009. 
o Korina Schneider, So is the tape available or not? THE NORTH CENTRAL REPORTER, Oct. 7, 2009, available 

at http://www.ncreporter.com/?q=node/594. 
o Korina Schneider, No excuses for continued ignorance, THE NORTH CENTRAL REPORTER, July 28, 2009, 

available at http://www.ncreporter.com/?q=node/448. 
o Jenny Redden, Limited reports raise concern about openness at city hall, GLENPOOL POST, July 20, 2009, 

at A1. 
o Korina Schneider, Police logs ready, waiting at station, THE NORTH CENTRAL REPORTER, May 27, 2009. 
o Korina Schneider, Blackwell PD won't release police logs, censors copy provided to public, THE NC 

REPORTER, May 26, 2009. 
o Cadie Thompson, State Regents approve withholding records, THE OKLAHOMA DAILY, UNIVERSITY OF 

OKLAHOMA, April 24, 2009. 
o Helen Barrett, Attorneys’ advice doesn’t excuse Open Meetings Act violation, Alva (Okla.) Review-

Courier, March 7, 2009 (available at 
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http://news.mywebpal.com/news_tool_v2.cfm?pnpid=348&show=archivedetails&ArchiveID=1409757
&om=1). 

o Christina Barger, OSU professor leads journalism students in media ethics debate, OCCC PIONEER, Oct. 
27, 2008, at 6. 

o FOI Oklahoma announces Open Government Pledge for political candidates, THE ALVA REVIEW-COURIER, 
March 22, 2008. 

o Sean Hubbard, A foregone conclusion? OSU presidential search secrecy leaves questions about how, 
and when, regents made decision, STILLWATER (OKLA.) NEWSPRESS, Dec. 9, 2007. 

o Krista Duhon, Hybrid committee to select manager, MIAMI (OKLA.) NEWS-RECORD, Dec. 4, 2007. 
o Dean Anderson, Oklahoma print media tries to stay trendy, OKC BUSINESS JOURNAL, Nov. 26, 2007. 
o Editorial, Best in the light of day, THE NORMAN TRANSCRIPT, Sept. 5, 2007.    
o Louise Redcorn, Public money, private report? THE BIGHEART TIMES, July 3, 2007, at A1. 
o Mark Hanebutt, Biting the Watchdog, OKLAHOMA GAZETTE, April 25, 2007, at 16.    
o Brent Battle, FOI laws evolve during commemoration, THE EDMOND SUN, March 16, 2007, at 1. 
o Charles Martin, Gaming gore: The fight to regulate violence in video games continues over new state 

legislation, OKLAHOMA GAZETTE, June 7, 2006, at 15. 
o Andrew Griffin, Who’s calling? Web sites can sell your number to anyone, THE LAWTON CONSTITUTION, 

Jan. 18, 2006, at 1A (quoted on privacy laws). 
o Jami Ray Fichte, Death case information not being released, THE DAILY O’COLLEGIAN, Oct. 6, 2005, at 11. 
o Clifton Adcock, Pre-agenda meetings could be way to dodge the public, expert says, MUSKOGEE DAILY 

PHOENIX, Aug. 7, 2005. 
o Clifton Adcock, City pay raises revealed, MUSKOGEE DAILY PHOENIX, July 31, 2005 (quoted on open 

meeting law). 
o Heather Myer, Mayor’s presentation of proclamation questionable, THE DAILY O’COLLEGIAN, March 30, 

2005, at A1. 
o Clifton Adcock, Locked Out: Open records aren’t so open, MUSKOGEE DAILY PHOENIX, March 13, 2005 at 

(quoted on open meeting and open records laws). 
o Deborah Benjamin, Open Access? OKLAHOMA GAZETTE, Nov. 24, 2004, at 13. 
o The Associated Press, Edmondson says records format not guaranteed, THE EDMOND SUN, Nov. 24, 

2004, at A8. 
o Cathy Spaulding, Petitioners concerned about Phoenix content, MUSKOGEE DAILY PHOENIX, April 17, 2004. 
o Christopher Terbrueggen, Police may be violating open records law, THE OKLAHOMA DAILY, UNIVERSITY OF 

OKLAHOMA, Nov. 4, 2003, at 1. 
o Kathy Matherne and Deidra Barnes, Free speech experts speak out against policy, THE DAILY 

O’COLLEGIAN, Oct. 10, 2003, at A8. 
o Deborah Benjamin, Art without a Gallery: UCO finds itself in a debate with students about artistic 

expression, THE EDMOND (OKLA.) SUN’S BUZZ, June 6, 2003, at 6-7. 
o Brittanie Hoofard, Clean Flicks? The struggle between Hollywood directors and video rental franchises 

who want to clean up movies, THE EDMOND (OKLA.) SUN’S BUZZ, Oct. 18, 2002, at 8. 
o Holly O’Neill, SGA violates Open Meetings Act, THE DAILY O’COLLEGIAN, Oct. 15, 2002, at A10. 
o Gregory Elwell, Internet filtering software controversial, expert says, THE DAILY O’COLLEGIAN, March 15, 

2001, at A1. 
o Greg Elwell, Students react to MP3 ruling, THE DAILY O’COLLEGIAN, Feb. 14, 2001, at A1. 
o Justin Juozapavicius, OSU student charged in MP3 case, THE DAILY O’COLLEGIAN, Nov. 15, 2000, at A1. 
o Justin Juozapavicius, Attorney may charge OSU student in MP3 case, THE DAILY O’COLLEGIAN, Nov. 3, 

2000, at A1. Also published on U-WIRE at <www.uwire.com>. 
 
 
 

 32 
32

Case 5:14-cv-00905-HE   Document 22   Filed 10/07/14   Page 46 of 65



Joey Senat, Ph.D., Associate Professor, OSU School of Media & Strategic Communications 

PANEL MODERATOR 
o Education Day, TENTH ANNUAL FIRST AMENDMENT CONGRESS OF OKLAHOMA, University of Central Oklahoma, 

Edmond, Okla., 22, 2008. 
 

o How to Be Smart and Free on the Internet, NINTH ANNUAL FIRST AMENDMENT CONGRESS OF OKLAHOMA, 
University of Central Oklahoma, Edmond, Okla., Oct. 31, 2007. 
 

o It’s Not Who But How You Know: Teaching the Methods as Well as the Substance In Media Law, LAW 
DIVISION, ASSOCIATION FOR EDUCATION IN JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION, Miami, Fla., Aug. 9, 2002. 
 

o Limitations on Newsgathering, REFEREED PAPER SESSION, LAW DIVISION, ASSOCIATION FOR EDUCATION IN 
JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION, Washington, D.C., Aug. 6, 2001. 
 

o At the Bar: 1st Amendment, Public Figures and Lawyers Advertising, REFEREED PAPER SESSION, 24TH 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE SOUTHWEST EDUCATION COUNCIL FOR JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION, 
Tulsa, Okla., Nov. 3, 2001. 

 
THESIS/PROFESSIONAL PROJECT COMMITTEE CHAIR 

o Shane Hoffman, Updating the Journalist's Toolbox: An Analysis of the Multimedia Skills that Journalism 
Graduates Need and Employers Want in Today's Converged Newsroom 76 (2013) (MASTER’S THESIS, 
SCHOOL OF MEDIA AND STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS, OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY). 

 
o Amine Harbi, Using the Comic Book to Teach Human Values as the Bedrock for Good Governance 83 

(2011) (MASTER’S THESIS, SCHOOL OF MEDIA AND STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS, OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY) 
(co-adviser). 
 

o Benhzad Rakmatov, Freedom of Speech v. Hate Speech: Cyberspace as a New Battleground 107 
(defended July 30, 2001) (MASTER’S THESIS, SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM AND BROADCASTING, OKLAHOMA STATE 
UNIVERSITY). 

 
THESIS/PROFESSIONAL PROJECT COMMITTEE MEMBER 

o Xueying Zhang, Facebook Users' Experience and Attitude Toward Facebook Ads (2013) (MASTER’S THESIS, 
SCHOOL OF MEDIA AND STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS, OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY). 
 

o Bigyan Koirala, Hands on the Wheel, Eyes on the Road: A Communication Campaign for the City of 
Stillwater Public Safety Division (2011) (MASTER’S PROFESSIONAL PROJECT, SCHOOL OF MEDIA & STRATEGIC 
COMMUNICATIONS, OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY). 

 
o Clinton J. Wieden, Oklahoma State University Bands Recruiting Video (2010) (MASTER’S PROFESSIONAL 

PROJECT, SCHOOL OF MEDIA & STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS, OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY). 
 
o Joshua Adam Danker-Dake, U.S. Media Coverage of Africa: A Content Analysis of the "New York Times 

From 2003-2007 (2008) (MASTER’S THESIS, SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM AND BROADCASTING, OKLAHOMA STATE 
UNIVERSITY).        

 
o Rhonda Clark, Newspaper Internships: Providing Technology Training Alternatives for Community 

Newspaper Editors (2004) (MASTER’S THESIS, SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM AND BROADCASTING, OKLAHOMA STATE 
UNIVERSITY). 
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o Tim Kroeger, The Diffusion of File Sharing Technology: File Share Clients' Impact on Students' Media 
Use, 128 (2003) (MASTER’S THESIS, SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM AND BROADCASTING, OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY). 

 
o Gina J. Noble, Effective Alumni Communication and Its Effect on a Reader’s Propensity to Donate 

Monetarily to the College: A Focus Group Study 130 (2002) (MASTER’S THESIS, SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM AND 
BROADCASTING, OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY). 

 
DIRECTED GRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH 

o Maria Zhang, Are Chinese News Media Fulfilling Their Social Responsibility? A Comparative Analysis of 
Xinhuanet.cn’s News Coverage and Online Bulletin Board Discussions of the Chinese “7.23” Bullet Train 
Crash, REFEREED PAPER PRESENTED TO THE 2012 AEJMC MID-WINTER CONFERENCE, Norman, Okla., March 
2012. 
 

o Tim Kroeger, Will the Music Industry’s Peace With Individual Copyright Pirates Last? REFEREED PAPER 
PRESENTED TO THE SOUTHEAST REGIONAL COLLOQUIUM OF AEJMC, Little Rock, Ark., March 2003. 

 
o James S. Back, Cache and Carry: Will Backlash From Napster Doom Video-on-Demand? REFEREED PAPER 

PRESENTED TO THE SOUTHEAST REGIONAL COLLOQUIUM OF AEJMC, Gulfport, Miss., March 2003. 
First Place, SOCIAL SCIENCES DIVISION, OSU GRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM, Spring 2002. 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, SCHOOL OF MEDIA & STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS, OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY,  
FALL 1998 - PRESENT 

  
I believe I have made significant contributions to OSU’s teaching mission and growing national reputation 
as a school that prepares students to be outstanding professional communicators. Based on assessments 
of how students have progressed in my courses, I have been an effective and productive teacher. Student 
work in my courses has been recognized with national, regional and statewide awards. For example, 
students in my public affairs reporting course excelled in the Hearst Journalism Awards Program, placing 
third and 11th in the in-depth reporting category, sixth in the television news competition and 14th in the 
sports writing category. One student was among four finalists in the student division of the 2005 IRE 
Awards and won first place in the SPJ Region 8 Mark of Excellence Award competition.  
  
Students consistently review my courses favorably, with scores for the overall quality of the course and 
overall quality of the instructor typically ranking in the upper range of the scale. They describe me as a 
tough but fair professor. That they have “learned a lot” in my courses is both a frequent comment and 
expressed in their numerical evaluations. Many of them realize that I am pushing them to do their best 
because I want them to succeed after graduation. For example, one student wrote: “Senat works very 
hard for his students. He expects a lot, but he prepares [us] for the exam and for professional experiences. 
I like the fact that I have to come to class every day prepared.” A number of students have said I was the 
“best teacher” they had encountered not only in the School but also at OSU. One wrote, “It’s no secret 
that Dr. Senat is the instructor everyone wants for as many classes as possible.” 
 
My most important contributions to our school's overall curriculum have been the revisions to our basic 
writing course and the implementations of a mandatory language exam and a policy that better protects 
our curricular policies. I have taught 10 courses at OSU, including: 
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Mass Communication Law:  This senior-level course, taught each semester, is required for all SMSC 
majors. Students explore the major principles of media law by examining the important court decisions 
and statutory enactments in each area of communication law. We analyze how they have developed and 
how they are applied today. Our discussions, readings and assignments provide students with a context 
for analyzing legal and regulatory situations that might occur during their careers. Students also are 
expected to understand how the law is made, including the delicate balancing of social values that often 
takes place, and to articulate the First Amendment rights of the public and press and how they might be 
applied to emerging media.  
 
Ethics & Issues in Mass Communication:  This senior-level course is required for all SMSC majors. Unlike 
the media law class, this course focuses not on what professional mass communicators must or must not 
do, but rather on what they ought or ought not do. Students develop their ability to apply ethical 
reasoning and professional codes of conduct to real-world scenarios and determine the most ethical 
action to take. They are expected to demonstrate critical and independent thinking with regard to issues 
of ethics and social responsibility that arise in the modern mass-mediated and global electronic 
communications environment. I taught this course in spring 2012 and spring 2013. 
 
Social Responsibility:  In this master’s course, students develop their ability to engage in ethical reflection 
and ethical decision-making. They learn to recognize and analyze the many ethical issues and conundrums 
that professionals face each day and to be able to make the best decisions and choices using appropriate 
ethical frameworks and any applicable codes of ethics established by their professional organizations. 
Students also write conference-quality research papers. I taught this course in the fall semesters of 2009 
through 2012. 
 
Media Style and Structure:  I redesigned and taught for four semesters the basic writing course required 
for all SMSC majors. This sophomore-level course is a prerequisite to basic reporting and other writing 
courses in the four sequences. My primary goal was to help students become careful, disciplined writers. 
Because they must understand the rules of grammar and the meaning of words, the course begins by 
emphasizing language skills. Students also are taught the basic strategies of information gathering, 
including how to glean accurate and useful background information from traditional and online sources. 
They also are introduced to the fundamental writing styles and structures required in different media. 
From this course, students gain confidence in their mastery of the fundamental writing skills upon which 
other SMSC courses will build.   
 
Public Affairs Reporting:  This senior-level course, which I taught each fall until 2008 and also in spring 
2009, is required for all multimedia journalism majors. They learn reporting techniques and strategies that 
go beyond just asking who, what, where, when, how and why. They are taught how to best report what 
really is happening - not what others want them to believe is happening. The assignments hone their 
ability to locate, understand and use the great number of sources and documents that are familiar to 
experienced reporters. They familiarize themselves with government officials, institutions and procedures. 
They are taught how to communicate the story concisely and clearly. They put into practice what they are 
taught in the course by covering real beats and writing in-depth stories. Student work in this course 
earned a number of statewide, regional and national honors. I will teach the course again in spring 2014. 
 
Editing:  This junior-level course is required of all multimedia journalism majors. They learn the basics 
needed to succeed as an editor in a professional newsroom. This includes learning how to write clear, 
concise, accurate and entertaining copy and how to edit copy precisely and consistently, using correct 
grammar and AP style. They are expected to be able to catch factual errors in copy and avoid adding such 
errors, edit various kinds of stories, and write and edit for print, broadcast and online formats. But they 
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also learn to coach writers, judge the news value of stories, make informed ethical decisions regarding 
copy and photographs, and recognize words or passages that are potentially libelous. I taught this course 
in 2009 and 2010. 
 
Censorship:  In this senior-level elective, which I created, students critically examine historical and 
contemporary occurrences of censorship from legal, philosophical, political, religious and sociological 
perspectives. We explore the definition of censorship, the common elements found in all forms of 
censorship, the rationalizations and justifications for censorship, and the consequences and unintended 
results of censorship. By the end of the course, students should be better equipped to make reasoned 
decisions when the issue of censorship confronts them.   
 
Internet Communications:  This elective, which I redesigned and taught for three semesters, introduced 
students to the history of the Internet, how it works and the nature of communication on it. Our classes 
examined how to use several components of the Internet, including electronic mail, Listserv and the World 
Wide Web. Most of the course was devoted to a project in which each student planned, designed and 
created an effective website for a real organization. This required students to assess the communication 
goals for the website. They also were expected to learn how to create Web pages by using HTML, create 
and manage a website by using Dreamweaver, and use color, graphics and other elements to attract and 
retain visitors to the site.   
 
Advanced (Investigative) Reporting and Writing: Students build upon the reporting philosophies and skills 
taught in the public affairs reporting course. They learn to correctly estimate the nature, scope and 
importance of an investigative story and then to report and write it in a professional way. They conduct 
original research and analysis of a subject of reasonable importance to the reader or viewer that some 
other people or organizations wish to keep secret. I have taught this course as an independent study for 
selected students in the spring. Their work has earned several statewide, regional and national awards. 

 
PREVIOUS TEACHING 

o Graduate Assistant, School of Journalism & Mass Communication, UNC-Chapel Hill, Spring 1998 
I taught a section of the undergraduate media law course using my own syllabus, lecture notes 

and exams. My student evaluation scores were the second highest for a theory course in the 
journalism school that semester, ranking behind only an honors course in censorship.  
 

o Graduate Assistant, School of Journalism & Mass Communication, UNC-Chapel Hill, Fall 1997  
I assisted Dr. Ruth Walden with her undergraduate and graduate media law courses. I graded 

all the undergraduate exams and assignments. I also created and maintained a media law Internet 
resources home page for both courses and administered the email discussion lists I created. 
 

o Graduate Assistant, School of Journalism & Mass Communication, UNC-Chapel Hill, 1995-97  
Each semester, I assisted professor Chuck Stone with his censorship course, which had an 

enrollment of about 65 students. I lectured on the Communications Decency Act, First Amendment 
protection for the Internet, and First Amendment rights of college students. I also graded all the 
assignments, worked with students outside of class, and oversaw the email discussion list I developed 
for the course. Our goal was to get students to reach beyond their gut reactions to sensitive issues and 
to make reasoned judgments based on research.  

 
o Instructor / Newspaper Adviser, Journalism & Communications Dept., Elon College, 1993-95  

I taught courses in advanced reporting, reporting and newswriting, and editing and layout. I 
designed and taught the writing and information gathering course, a new screening class required of 

 36 
36

Case 5:14-cv-00905-HE   Document 22   Filed 10/07/14   Page 50 of 65



Joey Senat, Ph.D., Associate Professor, OSU School of Media & Strategic Communications 

all journalism and communication students. Each year, I outscored the department and college in 
every category on my annual student evaluations. According to those evaluations, I was a demanding 
but fair teacher.  

As adviser to The Pendulum, the student-produced weekly newspaper, I served as writing and 
reporting coach, teaching the necessity for accurate and factual reporting that presents all sides of a 
story. I advised students on public access, libel, ethics and newspaper management. I also oversaw the 
newspaper's $30,000 annual budget.  

As adviser to the student chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists, I organized and 
moderated its first Freedom of Information Panel, which focused on a new North Carolina law that 
codified public access to law enforcement criminal investigative records.  

o Graduate Assistant, Journalism Department, Memphis State University, Fall 1992 – August 1993 
I taught a section of the beginning newswriting course. Students learned basic writing and 

information-gathering skills. As executive editor of The Daily Helmsman, I served as writing and 
reporting coach and advised students on public access, libel and ethics. As the teaching assistant for 
the beginning-editing course, I administered the in-class assignments, graded papers and conducted 
some lectures.  

 
o Guest Lecturer, Memphis State University, 1990-93  

I taught classes on open meetings and records laws to media law, public affairs and beginning 
reporting students. I developed a handout to help students identify key points in the sunshine laws of 
any state.  

 
INVITED ARTICLE FOR PROFESSIONAL PUBLICATION 

o Avoiding blank stares / Using quizzes to teach, MEDIA LAW NOTES, VOL. 30, NO. 1, (Fall 2001): 4. 
 

INVITED PRESENTATIONS 
o Young legs, old heads and cheap labor: Positives and pitfalls of using students on investigative projects, 

2006 IRE CONFERENCE, Fort Worth, June 17, 2006. 
 

o The Future of Journalism Academics, SPJ REGION 8 CONFERENCE, Oklahoma City, April 29, 2006. 
 

INVITED CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION 
o Reporting on the Courts, EDUCATION SUMMIT, JUSTICE & JOURNALISM SERIES, FIRST AMENDMENT CENTER & 

JUDICIAL BRANCH OF THE JUDICIAL CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED STATES, Washington, D.C., Oct. 26, 2011. 
(Federal judges and invited journalism educators discussed creating a national program helping j-
schools train students to cover courts. This was the first time that the series focused solely on 
journalism education.) 
 

o Working With the Media, OBA COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE, OKLAHOMA BAR ASSOCIATION, Oklahoma City, 
Okla.: July 8, 2011. (Discussion with Oklahoma attorneys and journalists on how to better train 
reporters to cover the courts and on how to improve relationships between reporters and attorneys.) 

 
QUOTED IN MEDIA 

o Titania Jahromi, Give a different shout-out / Speaking up in class helps everyone, THE DALLY O’COLLEGIAN, 
Sept. 26, 2003, at A3. 

o Bethany Krottinger, Teachers get scored by their students, THE DAILY  O’COLLEGIAN, Aug. 22, 2003, at A1. 
o Abby Blades, Too cool for school / Professors try to jump generation gap, THE DAILY O’COLLEGIAN, Jan. 

29, 2002, at A3. 
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OUTREACH EFFORTS 
INVITED SEMINAR AND WORKSHOP PRESENTATIONS 

NATIONAL 
o Oklahoma Institute for Diversity in Journalism, University of Oklahoma 

June 2007 to 2014 
The OIDJ is an annual workshop for high school students "who would otherwise lack access to 

journalism training or who face other barriers to pursuing careers in journalism." Participants have 
been from a number of states, including Alaska. The one- to two-week workshop is funded in part 
by the Dow Jones Newspaper Fund and the Ethics and Excellence in Journalism Foundation.  

As a faculty member, I work with students on developing story ideas, and reporting and 
editing for print, Web and broadcast formats. I served in the newly created position of “city 
editor” for the 2012-14 workshops. I also served as assistant director for the 2014 workshop. 

I also lead discussions on the First Amendment, Sunshine Laws and organizing sources and 
information. The articles and videos are published in the Red Dirt Journal, oidj.org. 

 
o Coalition Care and Feeding, panel discussion, NATIONAL FREEDOM OF INFORMATION COALITION 2008 FOI 

SUMMIT, Philadelphia: May 9, 2008. An article on the panel can be found at 
<www.nfoic.org/2008_summit_coalition-care-and-feeding>. 

 
o National College Media Convention, College Media Advisers & Associated Collegiate Press 

 Access to Information: FYI on FOI, New Orleans, November 1994. 
 Asking for the Governor's Driver's License, New Orleans, November 1994. 
 The Business of Universities, Dallas, October 1993. 

 
STATEWIDE 

o Ten Tips to Improve Your Writing, SPRING MEDIA MONDAY, 95TH ANNUAL SPRING CONFERENCE, 
Oklahoma Scholastic Media/Oklahoma Interscholastic Press Association, University of Oklahoma: 
Apr. 4, 2011. 
 

o Ten Ways to Improve Your Leads, 95TH ANNUAL FALL CONFERENCE, Oklahoma Scholastic 
Media/Oklahoma Interscholastic Press Association, University of Oklahoma: Nov. 15, 2010. 
 

o Ten Tips to Improve Your Writing, 95TH ANNUAL FALL CONFERENCE, Oklahoma Scholastic 
Media/Oklahoma Interscholastic Press Association, University of Oklahoma: Nov. 15, 2010. 

 
o High Five: A Reporting and Writing Checklist, SPRING MEDIA MONDAY, 94TH ANNUAL SPRING 

CONFERENCE, Oklahoma Scholastic Media/Oklahoma Interscholastic Press Association, University of 
Oklahoma: Apr. 5, 2010. 

 
o On the Government Beat, OKLAHOMA PRESS ASSOCIATION WORKSHOP, Oklahoma City: Mar. 26, 2009. (I 

conducted five sessions for professional and college journalists in this daylong workshop. Topics 
were Reporting Strategies for Getting to the Truth, A Document State of Mind, An Open 
Government State of Mind, High Five – A Reporting and Writing Checklist, and Diversity Means 
More than Pow Wows and Greek Festivals.) 

 
o Writing Like a Pro: The High Five and Other News-Writing Secrets, 92ND ANNUAL FALL CONFERENCE, 

Oklahoma Scholastic Media/Oklahoma Interscholastic Press Association, University of Oklahoma: 
Nov. 17, 2008. 
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o High School Journalism Day, Oklahoma State University 
 Shining the Light on Education: Use Sunshine Laws to Report on Your School Nov. 5, 2008. 
 Avoiding Legal & Ethical Quagmires: What H.S. Journalists Should Know About Media Law 

& Professional Ethics Nov. 5, 2008. 
 Let the Sunshine In: Using Open Meeting & Records Laws to Report on Your Community, 

Nov. 7, 2007. 
 The First Amendment for High School Students: Even Teens Can Speak Up and Speak Out, 

Nov. 7, 2007. 
 The First Amendment: What's It Good For? Nov. 8, 2006. 
 Using Oklahoma's Sunshine Laws to Report on Your Community, Nov. 8, 2006. 
 Whose First Amendment is it? Understanding Your Right to Speak Out, Nov. 8, 2005. 
 Shining the Light on Education: Using Okla.'s Sunshine Laws to Report on Your School, Nov. 

8, 2005. 
 Reporting Like a Pro: Noticing News & Knowing What to Do About It, Nov. 9, 2004. 
 First Amendment Rights: Tinker v. Des Moines, Nov. 9, 2004 (co-panelist w/ John Tinker). 
 The Freedom to Tell It Like It Really Is, Nov. 11, 2003. 
 The High Five and Other News-Writing Secrets, Nov. 11, 2003. 
 Your Rights and Freedoms As A High School Journalist, Nov. 12, 2002. 
 Write Like a Big-Time Winner, Nov. 12, 2002. 
 First Amendment Rights for High School Students, Nov. 13, 2001. 
 Reporting and Writing Techniques, Nov. 13, 2001. 
 The First Amendment and High School Students, Nov. 9, 2000. 
 The High Five and Other News-Writing Techniques, Nov. 9, 2000. 
 The First Amendment and High School Students, Nov. 17, 1999. 
 The High Five and Other News-Writing Techniques, Nov. 17, 1999. 

 
o Dow Jones High School Journalism Workshop for Teachers, Oklahoma State University, June 6, 

2002, and June 7, 2001. 
 I created media law-related reading materials for the high school newspaper and 
yearbook advisers and taught a daylong session. The topics were First Amendment rights of the 
scholastic press rights, libel, false light, appropriation, copyright, intrusion and public disclosure of 
embarrassing private facts. 

 
CONFERENCES ORGANIZED 

o First Amendment Congress, FOI OKLAHOMA INC., 2003 – Present 
 This annual conference brings together hundreds of high school students and teachers for a 
discussion of First Amendment issues. In 2006, it was held on the OSU campus for the first time and 
set attendance records. More than 400 people, including more than 100 high school students, 
attended. No fewer than 100 people attended each panel discussion. 

 
o High School Journalism Day, SCHOOL OF MEDIA & STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS, OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY, 

2010, 2011, 2012 
2010 was my first year as coordinator for this annual event. More than 500 high school 

students and teachers attended. I believe that is the largest number to participate in the event. I 
created a website and Facebook page for the event and redesigned the marketing materials and 
program.  

 
o Oklahoma Collegiate Media Association, Annual Conference, SCHOOL OF MEDIA & STRATEGIC 

COMMUNICATIONS, OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY, 2011-14 
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As the new coordinator in fall 2010, I changed the name from Oklahoma Collegiate Press 
Association to recognize that student media consists of more than newspapers and yearbooks. I 
created a Listserv, website and Facebook page as communications tools for OMCA advisers and 
students. More than 100 students and advisers attend the annual conference. I helped coordinate and 
moderated daylong training sessions for OCMA advisers in summers 2010, 2011 and 2012. I also 
organized and taught a daylong training session for student editors in August 2011. 

 
o Oklahoma Sunshine ’14: Citizen Watchdogs, Downtown Library, Oklahoma City, March 15, 2014  

This daylong statewide conference focused on educating Oklahomans on how to use public 
records and meetings to act as watchdogs of their local governments, including how to ferret out 
waste and corruption. 
 

o Oklahoma Sunshine '13: Fighting for an Open Government, University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK, 
March 9, 2013. 

This daylong statewide conference featured Maine's first public access ombudsman and the 
chairman of Iowa’s new Public Information Board explaining their roles in making government 
accessible and giving advice on creating an appeals process in Oklahoma. Speakers from Florida and 
Louisiana described the how the differing approaches to transparency by their respective state 
governors’ influence what the public knows about the formulation of state policies. 

 
o Oklahoma Sunshine '12: Forging a Commitment to Open Government, The Oklahoman, Oklahoma City, 

March 10, 2012 
The daylong statewide conference featured Oklahoma Speaker of the House Kris Steele and other 

lawmakers, as well as State Auditor Gary Jones and Student Press Law Center attorney Adam 
Goldstein. 

 
o Oklahoma Sunshine ’11: Putting Muscle Behinds Oklahoma’s FOI Laws, The Oklahoman, Oklahoma 

City, March 12, 2011 
This daylong statewide conference featured a National Open Government Hall of Fame inductee, 

who offered advice on creating a state agency that Oklahomans could go to for help when officials 
wrongly withhold records or restrict access to open meetings. Other speakers included a state 
lawmaker discussing bills requiring the Legislature to comply with open government laws, non-
journalists telling how they’ve gone to court seeking records and challenging meetings, and experts 
explaining how to use the Open Records Act and spot the most-likely violations of the Open Meeting 
Act.  

 
o Oklahoma Sunshine ’10: Privacy, Politicians and the Public’s Need to Know, The Oklahoman, 

Oklahoma City, March 13, 2010 
This daylong statewide conference was the first time that all six gubernatorial candidates were on 

stage together. I moderated the panel in which they explained their views on open government and 
answered questions posed by the audience and I. Other speakers from outside Oklahoma discussed 
the issue of privacy and the public’s need to access the birth dates of public employees. 

 
o Oklahoma Sunshine 09: Because It’s Your Right to Know, The Oklahoman, Oklahoma City, March 14, 

2009 
Speakers and attendees discussed current open government issues in the state. I also presented 

the results of the Sunshine Week 2009 survey of government websites. Speakers included journalists 
and government officials, including a state legislator.  
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o The Sunshine Campaign:  A Grassroots Strategy for Open Government, Oklahoma City, March 1, 2008. 
Panelists and attendees explored strategies for making open government in Oklahoma an 

important campaign issue in state and local elections. They also addressed ways to obtain 
commitments from candidates to strengthen, enforce and comply with Oklahoma’s Open Records 
and Open Meeting laws. The workshop was part of a national project to spur public commitments to 
open government from candidates for president down to city council contests. FOI Oklahoma Inc.’s 
Open Government Pledge was unveiled at the workshop. 

 
FOI-RELATED POSITIONS 

National 
o National SPJ FOI Committee, Member, February 2013 - Present  

 
Statewide 
o Sunshine Week Coordinator, 2008 - Present 

Sunshine Week is “a national initiative to open a dialogue about the importance of open 
government and freedom of information” and is organized by the American Society of Newspaper 
Editors. I was asked to coordinate related activities in Oklahoma. 

In 2009, I partnered with The Oklahoman and Tulsa World to participate in the national survey 
of state government websites. I also wrote and then coordinated with those newspapers a survey of 
local government websites in Oklahoma. The Tulsa World and The Oklahoman published articles 
regarding the survey findings. I also presented the findings at the Oklahoma Sunshine 09: Because It’s 
Your Right to Know conference. 

In 2008, I wrote an Open Government Pledge for statewide, legislative and local candidates to 
sign. While hundreds of candidates in other states had signed similar pledges in previous years, this 
was the first time for such a public pledge in Oklahoma. Signers are listed on the FOI Oklahoma 
website. The pledge was part of a national effort to spur public commitments to government 
transparency from candidates from president down to city council contests. The pledge continues to 
be distributed to candidates in the state. 

 
o FOI Oklahoma Inc., Board of Directors, Spring 2003 – Present 

 Past-President, 2008 
 President, 2007 
 President-Elect, 2006 

 
CONSULTING 

o Micro-consulting: I have responded to several thousand initial contacts from reporters, attorneys, 
government officials and the general public asking questions regarding, and often seeking help 
resolving, open government and media law issues. This number represents the first time someone 
contacts me about a particular issue. Some questions can be answered in one email or phone call. But 
most require many emails and phone calls, sometimes over several months.  

From outside Oklahoma, I have been contacted by The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, 
ProPublica, The Center for Public Integrity, the Student Press Law Center, the National Freedom of 
Information Coalition, the Virginia Coalition for Open Government, The Iowa Freedom of Information 
Council, The First Amendment Coalition, Thomson Reuters, The Huffington Post, Bloomberg 
Businessweek, Education Week, The Charlotte Observer, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution and others. 

 
o Defense Consultant, Kellerhals v. This Land Press L.L.C., No. CJ-2012-02781 (Tulsa Co. Dist. Ct. Sept. 25, 

2013). I consulted with defense attorneys on whether their client had complied with accepted 
journalistic standards in preparing and publishing an article for which the publication had been sued 
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for libel, appropriation, intrusion and intentional infliction of emotional distress. The publication 
settled the case, which I had advised. 
 

o Plaintiff Consultant, Wright v. Yukon Public School District, No. CV-2012-10 (Canadian Co. Dist. Ct. July 
19, 2012). I wrote an expert opinion regarding Oklahoma’s Open Records and Open Meeting laws for 
the plaintiffs, who successfully sued the school district to obtain a government document.  
 

o Defense Consultant, Nelson v. Newspaper Holdings, Inc., No. CJ-2010-4209 (Oklahoma Co. Dist. Ct. 
Oct. 1, 2012). I wrote an expert opinion on whether the newspaper defendant had complied with 
accepted journalistic standards in preparing and publishing an article for which it had been sued for 
libel. The trial judge ruled in favor of the newspaper. 
 

o Defense Consultant, State of Oklahoma v. Darrell Louis Penn, Fall 1999. I provided research and 
analysis regarding the political and social value of articles contained in an issue of Penthouse 
Magazine for which a store clerk had been charged with selling obscenity. The clerk was acquitted in a 
jury trial in December 1999. 

 
SERVICE 

ACADEMIC ORGANIZATIONS/PUBLICATIONS 
o Listserv Manager, Law Division for the Association for Education in Journalism and Mass 

Communication, 2005 – Present 
o Teaching Chair, Law Division for the Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication, 

2001-02 
o Assistant Research Chair, Law Division for the Association for Education in Journalism and Mass 

Communication, 2000-01 
o Book Review Editor, Newspaper Research Journal, 2001-05 
 

UNIVERSITY 
o Student Publication Board, Member, Fall 2012 – Present 
o Faculty Adviser, OSU Women’s Club Soccer Team, Fall 2001 – 2008 

 
COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES 

o Curriculum Committee, Member, Fall 2009 
o Reappointment, Tenure and Promotion Committee, Member, Fall 2004 – Spring 2007 

 
SCHOOL OF MEDIA & STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS  

o Appointed Multimedia Journalism Sequence Coordinator, Fall 2012 – Present 
o Graduate Faculty, 1998 – Present 
o Search Committee for Assistant Professor in Strategic Communications, Member, 2012-13 
o Elected Chair, News-Editorial Sequence, Fall 2008 
o Appointed Chair of committee designing Multimedia Journalism curriculum, Fall 2008 
o Search Committee for JB Director, Member, Spring 2008 
o Curriculum Committee, Chairman, 2002-05 
o Curriculum Committee, Member, 2005-08 
o Personnel Committee, Chairman, 2004-05 
o Personnel Committee, Member, 2006-12 
o Co-Adviser, Student Chapter of SPJ, 2006-10 
o School Coordinator, Hearst Journalism Awards Program Writing Competition, 2006-10 
o Search Committee for News-editorial Assistant Professor, Chairman, 2004-05 
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o Search Committee for Visiting Professor in News-editorial, Chairman, 2003-04 
o Search Committee for Visiting Professor in News-editorial, Chairman, May 2002 
o Photojournalism Search Committee, Member, November 2000 
o News-Editorial Search Committee, Member, 1998-99 
o Chairman, Extension Committee, 1999 – 2001 

 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

o FOI Summit, National Freedom of Information Coalition, New Orleans: May 16-19, 2013 
o Legal Landmines, Oklahoma Press Association workshop, Oklahoma City: March 15, 2012 
o Excellence in Journalism 2012, National Conference of the Society of Professional Journalists, New 

Orleans: Sept. 25-27, 2011 
o FOI Summit, National Freedom of Information Coalition, Providence, R.I.: May 20-21, 2011 
o FOI Summit, National Freedom of Information Coalition, Minneapolis: June 5-6, 2009 
o FOI Summit, National Freedom of Information Coalition, Philadelphia: May 9-10, 2008 
o The Transformation of The Oklahoman/Newsok.com, Oklahoma City: Jan. 9, 2008 
o FOI Summit, National Freedom of Information Coalition, Seattle: May 11-12, 2007 
o Staying Out of Trouble: A Workshop for Broadcast News Personnel, Bob Nelon, Esq., Oklahoma 

Association of Broadcasters, Oklahoma City: Oct. 24, 2006 
o IRE National Conference, Fort Worth: June 17, 2006 
o IRE National Conference, Kansas City, Mo.: June 3-6, 1999 
 

PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISM EXPERIENCE  
 

o The Commercial Appeal, Memphis, Tenn. (AM, Sun. circ. 298,000) February 1989 - September 1992 
I was an investigative and local government reporter. My last assignment as a special writer 

included computer-assisted reporting on public housing. I also helped uncover secret meetings by the 
local housing authority board. A subsequent lawsuit by the newspaper resulted in court supervision of the 
board for one year.  

I concentrated on the for-profit trade school industry for one year. I wrote more than 40 articles 
and revealed that the chairman of the state regulatory board had financial ties to a chain of schools under 
fire from former students and federal officials.  

In only my second week at the newspaper, I broke the story of the city employee union director's 
suspension for using $10,000 in union funds to quiet allegations of sexual harassment. By keeping in touch 
with labor sources for two years, I later broke the story of his forced retirement, the international union's 
takeover of the local and his guilty plea to federal charges.  
 

o Tulsa World, Tulsa, Okla. (AM, Sun. circ. 232,120) September 1984 - February 1989  
As the political reporter, I covered the 1988 presidential campaign and Republican National 

Convention. In reporting on Oklahoma congressional races, I used campaign finance documents to trace 
an illegal contribution to an incumbent congressman; the Federal Election Commission used the same 
analysis when it later fined the congressman. I also coordinated coverage of more than 30 legislative 
races. I earlier covered City Hall, police and general assignment.  
 

o Tulsa Tribune, Tulsa, Okla. (PM, circ. 79,000)  
I was the police reporter from June to September 1984.  
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