BY FIRST CLASSAND FACSIMILE

September 23, 2002

The Honorable Arlen Specter
United States Senator

711 Hart Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re Uncongtitutional Conduct of United States Air Marshalson
Delta Flight 442

Dear Senator Specter:

| write on behaf of my clients who were passengers on Ddtas Flight 442 from Atlantato Philadephiaon
August 31, 2002. That flight may have aready come to your attention as a result of the nationd press
accounts concerning the behavior of the Trangportation Security Adminigtratiorss marshas who held
passengers & gunpoint for the find 30 minutes of the flight=s duration. What you may not have been
apprised, as it was only more recently reported in the New York Times and Philadephia Inquirer (see
AHigh Altitude Rambos,
http:/Amww.nytimes.com/2002/09/23/opi nion/23HERB.html 2ex=1033796072& ei=1& en=50c35b9b3696d
34a, and >Profiling Charged on ANightmare Hight(= http:/Avww.philly.com/ml d/philly/news/4102992.htm),
concerns the arrest and detention of Dr. Rgjcoomar.

Notwithstanding thefact that Dr. Rgjcoomar was commissioned as aLt. Colond inthe United States Army
Reserveswhen cdled for active duty during Desert Storm, and gave the marshd s absolutely no legd cause,
indeed gave no cause whatsoever, hewas removed in handcuffs and held for nearly four hoursbefore being
released without charge. Indeed, TSA personne have told the Inquirer that he was treated in this
uncondtitutiona fashion Smply because heAhad been observingtoo dosdly.@ Prior tothisofficid Satement,
however, one of theair marshas specificaly told Dr. Rgcoomar that hewas arrested Ssmply becausethese
federd officidsdid notAliketheway helooked.f Clearly the origina explanation bespesksaof impemissble
race profiling, which | am sure you abhor and indeed which our President has stated will not form the basis
for law enforcement in this natiorrs war againgt terrorism. As for the second explanation, | am sure with
your many years of legd and legidative practice, you will agree that it cannot pass condtitutiond muster.
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Asde from the wrongs done the Rgcoomars, each and every one of the passengers on that flight was
subjected to the horror of being held at gunpoint by thear marshdsfor thelast 30 minutes of theflight. Itis
not clear that the marshal s should ever have responded to the passenger who was observed looking through
the overhead compartments at other passengers luggage. Y et evenif their assstance had been required, |
hope that you will concur that once the individua in question had been subdued, there was no need to hold
hostage al of the passengers on that flight.

The Rgcoomars wish to ensure that no one has to endure the kind of treatment which he and the other
passengers received at the hands of Trangportation Security Adminigtration Air Marshas. Given the fact
that the incident occurred in Philadelphia, my clients have requested that | write in the hope that you will

immediately begin an investigation of the training and conduct of the armed personnel who are now placed
ondvilianar craft. Thereisreasonto bdievethat giventhergpid expanson of theair marshd program, the
TSA s hiring persons who are truly not qudified to fulfill such critica respongbilities. Moreover, once
hired, it would appear that the future air marshals are not receiving appropriate or sufficient training. All

told, in thisinstance, wewerefortunate that no onewaskilled. Without immediate corrective messures, we
may not be so fortunate in the future. Both Dr. and Mrs. Rgjcoomar are prepared to assist you inany way
should you choose to review the air marshd program.

In addition to what is owed to dl who ride under the protection of our ar marshas, | beieve the
Ragcoomars are not only owed an gpology from our government but further compensation for Dr.
Rajcoomar=suncondtitutiona arrest and detention, and theemotiond distressthisinflicted on both husband
and wife. | hope to hear from you shortly.

Sincerely yours,

Stefan Presser

cC. Senator Specter=s Philadd phia office
Dr. and Mrs. Rgcoomar
Reggie Shufford, Esq.
James Green, Esg.



