NATIONAL TRAINING
CENTER

 GOLDMINER

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION
presented to
SPC SHANE "WERST

For outstanding performance during Rotation 96-08 at the National
Training Center. His aggressive execution of long distance
nfiltration and combat assault missions as a PPG Guerrilla, resulted
in enhanced training for all units in the Brigade Support Area. His
performance reflects great credit on himself, the 58th Engineers, and
the United States Army.

17 MAY 96 | : " CLAUDE W. SHIPLEY
- LTC, OD
GOLDMINER 07
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ertiticate of Appreciation

SAPPERS ATTACK!

Engineer Brigade (Combat)
1gt Iufantry Bivision (M
United States Army, Europe, and Seventh Army

ig qwarded o _
SGT SHANE A. WERST
B CO, 9™ ENGINEER BATTALION

for

Selection as the Engineer Brigade, 1st Infantry Division outstanding Noncommissioned of
the Quarter for the 1st Quarter, Calendar Year 2000. Your military bearing, knowledge,
~ personal conduct, moral character, and Wllllngness to excel show a high degree of professional
competence. You should take justifiable prlde in your accomplishment. You have set an example
for all to follow. I wish you continued success in your future endeavors and I have the greatest
confidence that you will do well in all that you undertake.

Sappers Attack! Duty First! 22

| - ~ RICHARD M. HORNACK
Ghis _ 5 Bay pf _ APRIL 201 _00 LTC, EN

Brigade Executive Officer

—

AETY SORM B72 698 (APR £6)
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. DAFOHM 7013, £ AUG B1

@E TﬁFE@ATE @F APP]
AWARDED TO

SERGEANT SHANE A. W’ER.ST

B CO, 9TH ENGINEER; BA’ITALION (COMBATY, SCHWEINFURT .GERMAN Y

- For commendable performance dmmg the thﬂ'd quarter Sofdier of the Quarter Board. Sergeant Werst displayed outstanding

knowledge of NCO leadership, and basio soldier skills. This actievement proves Sergeant Werst to be a model NCO and
soldier and reflects great credit uponhxm the 9th Engineer Battalion, 11D Engmeer Bngade and the United States Army.

FIRST TO CROSSH
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This 14 to Certé”y that
Le présent document alteste que

SERGEANT
SHANE A. WERST
Has been awarded the NATO Medal

for Service with NATO on Operations
in Relation to Kosovo

During the Period
A regu la médaille de TOTAN

en récompende des services rendus & 'OTAN
' dans des opérations ayant traut
au Kosovo
au cours de la période

The Sewtaly General
Le Secrétaive Général

AT AR




- Military
- Traiming
Certificates
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 DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

Thi-s is to Certify- that |

SSQSJ{ﬂWOE A. WERST -
has successfully completed

53 houirs of computer based training instruction.
Smart Force Internet Course — Microsoft Office 2000
Beginning Word Shrs, Beginning Power Point 4hrs, Beginning Outlook 4hrs
Army Recruiting Information Support System (ARISS) 3%hrs
and classroom Typing Tutorial lhr

: 07 SEP 2004 @/ﬁ ()
Civen at Recruiting & Retention School .«O/L__—\

Ft. Jackson, SC CK\‘ZOLLINS
, | Colonel IN
- ' Commandant, RRS

10440



. ﬁlzlmteh étateﬁ @rmy w
- Solbier Support Institute

ﬁetruitin'g and Retention c%atbuu‘[

,j]" ort EIadamm South @amhna
ﬂEu all tnhu ﬁbaIl gee thege pteﬁmtﬁ greetmg
- 4Be it knolon that SSG SHANE A. WERST -
Habing fultllleh tbz r_-_"-'"ft emmtg nf the én:bnul

10441

Q JOMMANDANT

FJ FORM 350-100-9, JAN 95 : - EDITION OF NOV 90 IS OBSOLETE
. (ATSG RR)



NATCO Group Education Center

of
Midland, Texas
Presents

Certificate of Completion

to
SSG Shane Werst

for successfully completing 16 Hours of Training including

10442

Basic Petroleum Equipment Operation
H2S, Health & Safety Principles

~on the date of 20-Mar-03 and 21-Mar-03-

- | ' Instructor ia

Busine velopment Manager

o )4.,4

Southern Region Manager




This is to certify that

SGT SHANE A, WERST

has successfully COmpIete'd-

A 40 HOUR COURSE IN TOTAL ARMY RETENTION
CONDUCTED BY
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
MOBILE RETENTION TRAINING TEAM
. RECRUITING AND RETENTION SCHOOL
FORT JACKSON, SOUTH CAROLINA

Given at WUERZBURG, GERMANY

: - ) GARY C. CARLSON/
8-12 MAY 2000 Colonel, AG

Conimandant, Recruiting and
Retention Schoal

OA FORMB?, 1 OCY 718
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The
- United
- States
Auir Force

CERTIFIES THAT
SGT SHANE A. WERST

B CO, 4™ ENGR BN

HAS SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED THE

AIRLIFT PLANNERS COURSE
615™ AIR MOBILITY OPERATIONS GROUP
TRAVIS AIR FORCE BASE, CALIFORNIA

AND IS HEREWITH AWARDED THIS

% Z Q_/ 26 April 2002

RICHARD T. DEVEREAUX, COLONEL, USAF ' DATE
COMMANDER : :

AF. FORM 1256, NOV 86 Pravious edition will be used.

10444



Certificate of Training Excellence

is Presented to
SSG Shane A. Werst

B Co. 4% Engineers
Squad Leader

| This Scorpion Certificate of Excellence is presented to SSG Werst for his actions on TD 04 of Rotation 03-
~01. Your actions at the National Training Center greatly enhanced the overall success of your unit. SPC
Werst’s actions reflects great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.

This 1st day of October 2002 Edward G. Gibbons 3’
LTC,IN
Senior Mecha

kmey = z e e e e e e e i

nized Infantry TP Trainer




This is to certify that
- SGT SHANE A. WERST

-~ CCOYTH ENGINEER BATTALION -
has successfully completed

ITC TRAINING and GERMAN HEADSTART
From 17 MAR 1998 to 16 APR 1998
(60 HOURS)

Given at INPROCESSING TRAINING CENTER -C:M( . 8;

SCHWEINFURT, GERMANY
EUGENE PAYTON

LTC,
Commanding

10446
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- Given at Fort_Ca,rso"n, Colorado o ‘ 2/

~ Thisis to certlfy that
SGT SHANE A WERST

has successfully completed

40 HOUR BUS DRIVER COURSE 02-06
214102 - 2/8/02

FRANK VESELICKY'
LTC, AV
- Deputy Directorate of Logistics -

10447



 DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

~ Thisis to certlfy that
SGT SHANE A WERST

has successfully completed

40 HOUR DRIVER EXAMINER COURSE 02- 04"

1/28/02 - 2/1/02

Civen at Fort Carspn_, Colorado

“MARK S. SILVERSTEIN
LTC, AV
Deputy ITO

10448
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'DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

This is to certify that
SGT SHANE A. WERST

has successfully completed

“Technical Transportatmn of Hazardous Materials Course
m_accordance with 49 CFR Part 172, Subpart H (172.704), DOD 4500.9R Chapter 204, and AFJMAN 24—204

22 October — 2 November 2001** AMMO-62**80 Hours**Class #002

leen at FortCarson, CO o M@ﬂ

Presented by: CHARLES P. STROO, GS-15

- U.S. Army Defense Ammunition Center Associate Director for Training ‘
McAlester, OK : ‘ T

10450



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

This is to certify that
SGT SHANE A. WERST

has successfully completed

BASIC NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER COURSE
(COMMON CORE})
CLASS 08-01
12 MARCH 2001 - 27 MARCH 2001

M t MANSCEN NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER ACADEMY - : & : ml&m"@ Q"
Given at “fopr LEoNARD WOOD, MO 65473 Q%.Ub\ . .
: 1

COMMANDANT '

10451



0A FORM B7, 1 GGT 76

This is to certify that

SGT Shane Werst

- 9" ENG - .
has successfully completed

NBC Defense Course
(80 Hours)

299" FSB Classroom,

Jardes W. Shufelt
LTC, AR .,

£

bl

Commianding



THE UNITED STATES ARM

- SAFETY CENTER

Certlfles that o

SGT SHAN,Efm WERST
1 act % fai°.‘ '

- USASCCY8

Gene M. LaCoste

. Brigadier General, USA
\LS. RRRY SAFETY BT  Coommndra

10453



PHDUSTERIES

CERTIFICATE OF TRAINING

This is to cértify that

SPC Shane Werst

has successfully completed a training course of
32 hours
- on the

MIC-120 ABMo

7

Avutomatic Building Machine® System

| 22 Lt P /Z" -

i
Date /instructor/
M.I.C. Industries,_lnc.

10454
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pptiiute for Jrofessipy,, By
_1303 | /7
—==" @ertificate of Completion >
STAFF SERGEANT SHANE A WERST i
has successfully completed the
NCO LEADER SKILLS INV, ENTORY

given at

The U S. Army Trammg Support Center

" The:, i S Army- “Fralnin Support Center
for Professmnal DeveIopment D

EortEusu K B
ATSC Form 114 (Aprl 99) i a5 T . P ; R ;
. Il
A I N e - S B R VLT
L g - A, _gﬂf—r‘m —‘-m =4 = SRR TV T . amwmj L Rt R gt
- -F Sl = o =
Lo by o e = |_'-_,,.,_._.,.| ae wm 2— \__.,..__..,..l R | ‘____._,;l
52035
L~

‘;;:So.éi'e-l Security Nymber:?.‘. -

Certiﬁ_cate ef C(Jurse Completion asof 31 AUG2004 2

You have suceessfully completed the eourse hsted he!ow

805BF31 04
N co LEADER SKILLS INVEN TORY

10456
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§2035

bt

Social Security Number: i e I

Certificate of Coiirse: Completion as of 19 MAR'._2002 _

You have suéi:'eésﬁllljr_}_‘ ' 'rﬂéleied the Eﬁurse Hsg:ed helow.

907 DI1503 ¢ | , o
- INTROTOD FREUTILIZATION/MARKETING SYSTEM = AR S

"US, Army Training! 'Support Cediter,
’ Fo:t Eustxs Virginia 7

for Professxdna] Development

ATEC Form 114 (Apd 99) = . - - . C :
1
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Social Security Number?

Certificate of Coiitse: Completion as of _ 25 MAR 2002 e

You have success leted the:éjt_)p.rse listed bglow.'.' o

131 F3102 B
" MANAGE ‘ELOPMENT COURSE (MDC) -

my: I‘“s“t“te' . U g7 Army Training Support Cenler@@l. _

B for Professioal Deve,lopment S : Fort, Bustis; TVirglnia

ATSC.Form 14{ap 99 o * ) 1 0458




The Army Institute for Professional Developm'gilt
S U.S. Army Training. Support Center ¢
¥ .. Newport News, V1rg1ma 23628 ¢

- Social Security Number:
Certificate of Course Completion as of 21 MAR 2002

You have successfuﬂﬁjéé)n@pleied the course listed below.

907 D1702 -~
DEFENSE HAZARDOUS MATERIALS/WASTE HHZWDLING CRS

i AImyTraJmngSupp‘orr ter
Fort Eustis, Virginia

“THe! Army Instimtc .
- for Professional Development

ATSC Form 114 (April 99)

10459
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Social Security Nu_mber:"' _—

drse Completion as of .

25:MAR 2002

2 . Centificae o

i’uu have succ ful

131 F4102
“ ACTION

ER DEVELOPMENT COURSE.

"'haS"l -suécessfully completed
ACTION OFFICER DEVELOPMENT COU

given at

C@'MMANDANT o COMNIANDI_N_G
The. Army Institute: U.S. Army Training Support Ceater
for Professional Development Fort Bustis, Virginia

ATSC Fomn 114 (Agil 99) i
i
10460
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ST SHANE &
cou You are enrchea i e Army worresponoence Course Eogram If enrolledslgn a cousse or multiple individual subgourses,
. E you must complete cradit hours within 12 months from CURRENT {CYCLE) DATE printed on PART B. If errolied in only one
: 0O subcowrse, you must complete it within 12 months from CURRENT (CYCLE} DATE printed on PART B. Your enroliment will be cancelled if you
Pod do not meet these requirements. 0
: ]-|>J [ A You are enroffed in ‘ : 0
U E Q NOTE: Subcourse materials are shipped separately. De not return study materials unless requested.
o= 8 Total number of subcrs: Total ers credit hrs: {Subject to modification} "
m 1
j 0 ﬁ Thi§ certifies that you have completed the subcourse(s) fisted on PART B. Retain this official document for your records. 0
- " © T
‘0g §
i g 8 o« You have been granted exemption(s) for subcourse(s) listed on PART B, L
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'-0'- a {% Cancellation of enraliment: The reason is: P
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‘ 8 5 g Course phase completion notice: Phase(s) T
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Reminder: As of the CURRENT {CYCLE) DATE printed befow, only

WERST SHANE &

ATSC FORM 157 )
REV. 4 MAY 95 This Is an official document (AR640-10)
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of the

credit hours required by EYE for this envollment year have been completed. If the credit hours cannct be met by the EYE date, you shouid
request an exlension to prevert cancellation of enrcliment. Single subcourse enrollees cannot be granted exiensions.

STUDENT NUMBER

sch | 9EEE BG

-

ENROLLMENT YEAR o
EnDING DATE (EvE) - TIARZ003

FART B
CURRENT (GYCLE) DATE:
NAME 1PHARZOGE
ankBET O WERSBT SHANE &
ANCH! &P OO CREOT TOIRS >+ -

'—
z WERST SHANE
w You are enralled in the Army Correspondence Course Program. If enrolled in a. course or multiple individuai subcourses,
E you must complete credit hours within 12 months from CURRENT {CYCLE) DATE printed on PART B. I enrolled in only one
O subcourse, you must complete it within 12 months from GURRENT (CYCLE) DATE printed on FART B. Your enrollment will be cancelled if you
= do not mest these requirements.
g £ - You are enrolled in
w E Q NOTE: Subcourse materials are shipped separately Ca not return study materials unless requested.
az 8 Total number of subcrs: Total crs credit hrs: {Subject to modification)

m 1
‘;t' [#] ] ?{, Thi§ certifies that vou have completed the subcourse(s) listed on PART B, Retain this official document for your records.
2 ©

[

o = o
g E < YYou have been granted exempticn(s} for subcoursefs) isted on PART B.
wot >
Lo'- a 6 Canceliation of enroflment: The reason is:
f c
LS Correspondence course completion notice:
c £
o] £ ¢ Course phase completion notice: Phase(s)
g2

T
W = 2 Your enrofiment has been extended. Your new EYE DATE is:
5 > £ '
E E 8 NOTE: COMPLETED £R HRS FOR ENRDLLFENT YE&R: 5
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THE ARMY INSTITUTE FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Us ARMY TRAINING SUPPORT CENTER

NEWPORT NEWS VIRGINIA 23628-0001

ATSC FORM 157

; 1 [t )
| Wk i dog ¥ 5]
A You o . enrolled in the Army Correspondence wourse Program if enrolled wi-w course or multinte individual subcourses,

you must complete credit hours within 12 months from CURRENT (CYCLE) DATE printed on PART B. if enrolied in only one
subcourss, you must complete it within 12 months from CURRENT {CYGLE) DATE printed on PART B. Your enroliment will be cancelled if yau

do not mest these requirements.

You are enrolled in )

NOTE: Subcourse materials are shipped separately. Do not return study materials unless requested.

Total number of subcrs: Total crs credit hrs: {Subject to modification)

This certifies that you have completed the subcourse(s) listed on PART B. Retain this official document for your records.

You have been granted exemption(s} for subcourse(s) listed on PART B.

| Cancellation-of enroliment: The reason is:

Correspondence course completion notice: COURESE oMl BETION DATE: 1FHAR TGS
INTRO 7O DEF REUTILIZATION/MARKETING S?S“FM

Course phase completion notice: Phase(s)

Your enrollment has been extended. Your new EYE DATE is:
NOTE: COMPLETED CFR HREE FOR EMRDLILMENT YEAR: 24
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COMPLETED SUBCOURSE(S): ' -
I LMOO45D DEFENSE HAZARDOUS MATERIALS AND WASTE HANDLING 72 % CH 24

e e e i e ST

Reminder: As of the CURRENT {CYCLE) DATE printed below, only of the
credit hours required by EYE for this enrollment year bave been completed. If the credit hours cannot be met by the EYE date, you shouid
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A

\ NATIONAL AMERICAN UNIVERSITY

National Coliege System

NAME WERST, SHANE
ADDRESS . SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER
DATE OF BIRTH
HIGH SCHOOL DATE COMPLETED Aprif 17, 2002

HIGH SCHOOL GRAD DATE

TRANSCRIPT OF MILITARY / CIVILIAN SCHOOL

10467

_ "‘f- BASIC TRAINING QTR HRS NATIONAL AMERICAN UNIVERSITY QTR HRS GRADE
— PE 6 Cl1150 Intro to CIS 4 A

PLDC

Principles of Supervision 3

Military Science 4

COMBAT ENGINEER 12B30

Construction Site Prep - 45

Construction Materials & Methods - 4.5

Personns! Supervision 4.5

Maintenance Management , 4.5

Record and Information Management 1

TOTAL CREDITS THAT APPLY
TOWARD DEGREE PROGRAM 36

M‘%m W%{

REGISTRAR
NATIONAL AMERICAN UNIVERSI




) NATIONAL AMERICAN UINIVERSITY

National College System

NAME . WERST, SHANE

ADDRESS SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER
DATE OF BIRTH

HIGH SCHOOL

HIGH SCHOOL GRAD DATE

DATE COMPLETED April 17, 2002

TRANSCRIPT OF MILITARY / CIVILIAN SCHOOL

ADDENDUM OF EXCESS CREDITS
Military Science

Record and Information Management
*********\E*LAST ENTR'Y*******************

TOTAL QUARTER HOURS EVALUATED
(EQUIVALENT TO 25.67 SEMESTER HRS)

QTR HRS
.5
2

385
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RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD

! this form, see AR 600-8-22; the proponent agé: CDCSPER

F@_l:...'
For valor/heroism/wartime and all awards higher than MSM, refer te“special instructions in Chapter 3, AR 600-8-22
1. 70O 2. FROM 3, DATE
Commander, 41D Commander, B Co, 4 EN
Tikrit, Irag APO AE 09323 Balad, Iraqg APO AE 09323-2598 19 JAN 04
PART | - SOLDIER DATA _
4. NAME 5. RANK 6. 55N
Shane A. Werst ] S8G
7. ORGANIZATION B. PREVIDUS AWARDS
B Co, 4 EN ARCOM (1), AAM (10)
Balad, Irag APO AE 09323-2598 .
9. BRANCH OF SERVICE | 10. RECOMMENDED AWARD | 11. PERIOD OF AWARD
' a. FROM b. TO
1U.5. ARMY BSM - 19 NOV 03 17IAN 04 -
12. REASON FOR AWARD : : | 13, POSTHUMOUS '
12a. INDICATE ACH, SVC, PCS, ETS, OR RET [120. INTERIMAWARD | [ves [X[wo |
' IF YES, STATE AWARD GIVEN ’ YES D NG
ACH :
N PART Il - RECOMMENDER DATA
14. NAME 15, ADDRESS
!B Co, 4 BN

16, TITLE/POSITION 17. RANK Balad, Iraq APO AE 09323-2598

Platoon Leader ILT ( N N )
18, RELATIONSHIP TO AWARDEE ’ 19. SIGM

Platoon Leader
" PART iil - JUSTIFICATION AND CITATION DATA (Use spécfﬁc bullet éxamples of meritorious acts or servicel

Daniel D. Maurer -

20. ACHIEVEMENTS
ACHIEVEMENT #1 » '
SSG Werst led his squad in conducting a dismounted raid on a suspected IED-maker on 05 DEC 03, moving house-to-house and

maneuvering his soldiers to cordon off potential escape routes as the suspect fled the area. These actions enabled his soldiers to
sucecessiully detain the individual, search the surrounding area and led to the discovery of electronic parts and other potential bomb-making

material within the adjacent home. His decisive actions cxiubucd sound tactical jodgment and pmsc in a hostile urban cnwronment

ACHIEVEMENT #2

SSG Werst led his squad during OPERATION IVY BLIZZARD, attaching his soldiers to a Mechanized Infantry Company and
distributing his demotlition and personmel resources o accomplish myriad breaching and raid missions. SSG Werst's willingness and
ability to manage the preparation and execution of these operations demonstrated superior tactical skill and superlative small-unit
'leaderslnp, and was responsible for the safe explosive breach of more than 50 targets during a highly complex MOUT operation.

ACHIEVEMENT #3
Attached to 1/A/1-8 IN during a nighttime raid on suspecied terrorist and insurgent ceils in the city of Balad, SSG Werst led his squad in
breaching and raiding eight homes. His actions in and around the targets included entry vnder limited visibility conditions, cordon and
search of dense urban terrain, and coordinating to get interpreters on site quickly to confirm verbal intelligence and suspects' identities,
demonstrating an ability to manage multipie actions over a wide area and directly contributing to the safe capture of five suspects.

ACHIEVEMENT #4

SSG Werst, serving as a Sapper Squad Leader outside Balad, Iraq, led his soldiers in using local terrain to lay approximately 800m of
tnple—strand concertina wire to effectively enclose several non-compliant neighborhoods, allowing controiled entrance to only permitted
personnel. ‘These actions helped to deny the enemy the ability emplace IEDs along 2.5 km of a heavily traveled supply route. SSG
Werst's lezdership in maneuvering his squad demonstrated superior tactical expertise and inspired his soldiers under adverse conditions.

| 21. PROPOSED CITATION
FOR EXCEPTIONALLY MERITORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT WHILE SERVING AS A SAPPER SQUAD
LEADER IN BRAVO COMPANY, 4TH ENGINEER BATTALION, SUPPORTING TASK FORCE 1-8
INFANTRY. SSG WERST'S TACTICAL EXPERTISE AND ABILITY TO TAKE ON ANY MISSION
MADE HIM A VITAL COMBAT MULTIPLIER TO HIS SQUAD AND PLATOON DURING MQUT

OPERATIONS. HIS ACTIONS REFLECT TREMENDOUS CREDIT UPON HIMSELF, BRAVO
COMPANY, TASK FORCE 1-8 INFANTRY, 3RD BRIGADE COMBAT TEAM, AND THE UNITED

STATES ARMY.
. DEFENSE EXHIBIT E FID

REPLACES DA FORM 638-1,

YA FORM 538, NOV 94 ' .
PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF DA FORM 638 ARE OBSOLETE.
' OFFERED R. ADMITTED R.
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SSN

\_(_,,;_

NAME
Shant A. Werst _— e
F ' _ _ "PART IV - RECOMMENDATIONS/APPROVAL/DISAPPROVAL ,
| 22. 1 certify that this individual is eligible for an award jn sccordance with | 22a. SIGNATURES 22b. DATE
AR 600-8-22; and that the information contained in Part | is correct. '-'f_/ _ ya )
23. INTERMEDIATE  [a. 7O Commander; 4EN ' ' b. FROM Comupfandei;® Co, 4EN c. DATE
Balad, Iraq APO AR 09323-2598 ] 1Y Feb 04

- AUTHORITY Balad, Irag APO AE 09323
d. HECOMMEND::

UPGRADE TO:-. DOWNGRADE T0:;

__ DX approvar [ ] bisaprrovaL
e. NAME o

f. RANK'

Matthew A. Shisley
{ g. TITLE/POSITION

h, SIGNATUHEW{

‘Company Commander

't COMMENTS .
I Al«,lgtb 5,/,;.[(6 NLD » ;,\,,_ LCAC(S' hc.s st 5u[D¢&5C7 Ué‘l.ﬁ&”ﬁ”chcvmsﬁmw:

c. DATE.

a. TO Commander 3BCT, 4ID

24, INTERMEDIATE
Balad, Irag APO AE 09323

AUTHORITY

b. FROM. Commander,. 4EN
Balad, Iraq APO AE 09323

|1 ROA

[ ] bisaperovaL

UPGRADE TO: . DOWNGRADE TO:

EZI APPROVAL _

d. RECOMMEND: _
e NAME

{ f.-RANK
0 L1'C

Laura C. Loftus
g. TITLE/POSITION

IO M

Battaliori Commiander
14, COMMENTS

To. FROM Commander, 3BCT, 41D ¢, DATE

25, INTERMEDIATE | a. TO Commander 41D

Balad, Irag APO AE 09323

- AUTHORITY .

. Tikrit, Iraq APO AR 09323
d. RECOMMEND: ]_] DISAPPROVAL

UPGRADE TO: ~ DOWNGRADE TO

N apProvAL
€. NAME v

f. RANK .
/) COL.

Frederick S. Rudesheim
g. TITLE/POSITION _

& Lo~

Brigade Commander -
i. COMMENTS @%ﬁ; 2% ‘/in:ﬁ E%WW

7

AL |
' tc.DATE

%. FROM Cﬁm ander, 4ID
Traq APO

26. APPROVAL ° a. T0 O@ER@ISSMNMWHOHTY

AUTHORITY 09323
d-"’ZgAPPHOV'ED [ |pisareroven RECOMMEND UPGRADE TO: _ DOWNGRADE TO:
e. NAME - ' |7 RANK B
Raymond QOdiemno o MG
g. TITLE/POSITION "h. SHENATURE~
Division Commander ()’%)b @ )\ e
i. COMMENTS ‘ 5 ~

- PART V - ORDERS DATA _
27a. ORDERS ISSUING HQ 27b. PERMANENT ORDER NO. 315. IZ}),IdSTRtBUT!ON
HQs, 4ID 1-Sotdier
Tikirt/Iraqg APO AE09323 lé{o bﬁ) %:Egggggiégommmﬂr
AME OF ORDERS APPROVAL AUTHORITY 28b. R 1-MPR]
{7& i D ﬁ: d 1-Fiche
7c TITLE/POSITION 29. APPROVED AWARD:
et al T 4o  BsM
284, SIGNATURE y 30. DATE
| 5 pd. FH A /‘“ /fu{wﬁ?{ :
REVERSE, A FORM 638, NOV 8] "USAPRC V8.0
: 1 0470




SWORN STATEMENT R _
For use of this form see, AR ‘i 90-45 'ihE proponem ‘agéncy is ODCSDPS T

F : O . . PR!VACY ACT STATEMENT :
o ;AUTHDRITY e ntle ‘10 USC Secuon 301 "Title 5 USC Sbc'non 295‘[ ED. 9397 da ed November 22 ‘1943 r.S‘.S‘Nj

o | PRINCEPAL PUHPOSE "o prowde commanders and Iaw enfomemem ofﬁr;ials with: means by which mformatlcm rnay be accurately ) o J
e _ROUTINE WUSESY Your socml securlty number is used as an add:tmnal.’alternate means of |dennf|ca mn to facnnate f:lmg and retrleva[ H
DISCLOSURE: - :D:sclosure of- yuur sncrai secumy nomber is valuntary. RS SRR T E { ‘
1 LOCATION' 2, DATE. {YYYYMMD%I 3, 4 -Fll.-'E:NUMBER SRS
| BLiG 151g 1525 Wﬁzﬂgﬂ ﬂzfé F T mra; n/‘ waz,«/ ///26’ by Do
5..'LAST NAME: FIRST. NAME, MIDDLE: NAME o R o [ GRADEISTATUS
PIRRREE, DINTEL ﬂﬁl/fﬂ | R ﬂZ/,%?‘fVE

.ja;" OHGAN 12AT|O’N OR ADDHESS L

MUST BE-BE. INDJC‘A TED." .
- DA ‘FO?{M 2823 DEC 1998

OFFERED R, ADMITTEDR. ___




e _"_ 5. STATEMENT [Continued!

weiE

USE THIS PAGEIF NEEDED IF THIS PAGE 1§ NOT NEEDED PLEASE FRDCEED TO FIRAL PAGE OF THIS FORM.

- :.S:T:ATE.hﬁEﬁTﬂF ' jﬁ;l\’(EL DF\V”& MWW TAKEHAT 'Bﬁ%'./‘fﬂﬂ/ ) 7 nma- Zﬂf?’f/////éf

;,mzes o s ,\e,(,emmum aépf he Le# T
| MA?LL,( PFc F’mu// 7L reoe;w& ! ﬁﬁ[@/{,

w oy

7— n amLJsz }Muo/{/f')‘. & JJG?“ wﬁﬂ_/;/%;ea/f?

| 1FFIALS OF PERSON MAAKING STATEMENT - - ﬁ e

” PAGE 2, DA FORM 2623, DEC 1998, +' .
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USE THIS PAGE IF NEEDED. IF. THIS PAGE IS NOT NEEDED, PLEASE PROCEED TO FINAL PAGE OF THIS FORM.
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OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
US ARMY JUDICIARY _
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22203-1837

.THE RECORD OF TRIAL HAS BEEN REViEWED FOR RELEASE-UNDER THE
PROVISIONS OF THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT, THE DOCUMENTI[S]
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS HAVE BEEN REMOVED FROM THIS COPY OF

THE RECORD BECAUSE THE RELEASE WOULD BE IN VIOLATION OF THE DOD
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT PROGRAM, A DOD 5400.7-R, EXEMPTION

(b)y{6) 5 U.S.C. 552(b}6):

Medical Report(s)
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OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
. US ARMY JUDICIARY ~
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22203-1837

THE RECORD-OFVTRIAL HAS BEEN REVIEWED FOR RELEASE UNDER THE .
PRovIstNs OF THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT. THE DOCUMENT(S]
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS HAVE BEEN REMOVED FROM THIS COPY OF

THE RECORD BECAUSE.THEARELEASE WOULD BE IN VioLATION OF THE DOD
FREEDOM-OF INFORMATION ACT PROGRAM, DOD 5400.7-R, EXEMPTION

(b) (6) 5. U.S.C. 552(b)6):

Photographs
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Statement on behalf of Staff Sergeant Shane Werst
To Whom [t May Concern:

_ | was assigned as the Executive Officer (Major) for the 8" Engineer Battalion,
Schweinfurt, Germany, from April 1998 to June 1999. During that time, | had multiple
occasions to observe Staff Sergeant (SSG) Werst's conduct, both on and off duty. He

. worked in both an Engineer Squad and as an Administrative Clerk in the Battalion

Personnel Administrative Center (PAC). As the Battalion's Executive Officer, | observed

maintenance operations in the motor pool and my contact with SSG Werst was many

times each week. My contact with SSG Werst was many times daliy during the time he
worked as an Administrative Clerk in the Battalion PAC.

During my 15 month assignment, SSG Werst was an exemplary Soldier who was
always willing to go the extra distance required to ensure any assigned job was done
“correctly. There were never any occasions of disciplinary problems involving him and
he was often looked to as a problem solver for junior enlisted Soldiers. He was an
excellent mentor - caring and involved with those under his command. During my time
with him he was truly an exceptional Soldier and leader. -

| was able to observe SSG Werst on many occasions where he was with his wife
and family - Unit functions, Organization Day; Christmas Ball, etc. It was easy to see
that he was both a dedicated father and husband. He enjoyed life in the Army and
- working hard at his job as well as the sights and experiences offered in Germany.

Of the nearly four hundred men and women in the 8" Engineer Battalion l can
honestly say that only a handful stand out in my mind as “memorable” Soldiers. SSG
Shane Werst is one of those Soldiers. He was honest, hard working, conscientious,”

-and a pleasure to be around. Knowing him as | did, | fmd :t hard to believe that he could
"be involved in any type of disciplinary problem, )

-1 currently serve as the Chief (GS15), Congressicnal Affairs Branch, Office of the . -
Assistant Chief of Staff for Installation Management, HQDA, Washington, DC. [ can be
reached at (703) 693-2080 or by email at scoti.chamberlain@hqgda.army.mil, Please
feel free to contact me with any additional questions on SSG Werst. I am very willing
"and wouid be proud to provide testimony on his behalf.

: | declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed .
on 11 May 2005,

Respectiully,

6&7&&%«}“’&0&&

Scott Chamberlajn
Lieutenant Colone! (Retired)
U.8S Army Corps of Engineers
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26 MAY 2005

Gentlemen of the panel, you are about to make a decision that will undoubtedly

-affect the rest of SSG Shane Werst’s and his family’s lives. I would like to take this
opportunity to present you with my personal and professional opinion of him.

Serving as the platoon 1eader of 157 Platoon, A/1-8 IN, T was given the privilege
of working with and leading SSG Werst_ on numerous combat missions. Upon initially
meeting SSG Werst, he immediately impressed me with his ability to effectively lead his
sﬁluad,- execute engineer operatipns, and learn and adapt to my platoon’s established
Standard Operating Procedures.. Additioﬂally, his understanding and experience in
conventional infantry tactics of searching and clearing houses and performing
dismounted patrols provided my platoon with added combat power and a means to
executé our missions with much greater speed, security, and surprise. He performed over
two dozen explosive breaches on entry points during missions while attached to my
platoon. He aided in cépturing enemy combatants in Balad and Samarra, significantly
reducing the threat to Traqi civilians and US Soldiers operating in these insurgent
étronéholds. His tactical and technical proficiency combined with his outstanding -
leadership in Engineer and Infantry operations were essential to my platoon’s and
battalion’s succesé during Operation I;iy Blizzard and the mission A/1-8 IN executed on
2 JAN 03.

. Working W1thSSG Werst on these missions, during both the piénnjng and
execution phases, allowe(i me to get to knowr hir_n on a professional but also personal
level. After traiping §vit11 and conversing with him during these planning phaseé for each

of our missions; I immediately gained a respect for his knowledge, experience, and

)
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proficiency. Ialso learned the importance the Army, his family, and his faith bad in his
life. His dedication to his ideals and principles inspired me to become ébetter leader,
husband, and servant to Christ.

As we each embarked ﬁpon our military caréers, we never anticipate an
experience such as this could define our career and ultimately (;ur life. You have heard
the testimonies of mulfipie witnesses, some outlining the facts on 2 JAN 03 and others
speaking on behalf of his impeccable character and ability to effectively lead soldiers in
combat missions. Iimplore you to take these testimonies into aicéount while determining
the outcome of this outstanding Noncommissioned Officer’s trial. SSG Werst is an
excellent Ieadér, a proven combat veterazi, and more importantly, a compassionate,
dedicated, and loving husband and father. In Matthew 10:39, Christ states t)hat “Whoever
finds his life will lose it and whoever loses his life for ﬁly sake Wiil find it.” Speaking
from personal experiences, SSG Werst has in fact lost his life. I challenge you to provide

“him with the means and opportunity to find it. 1am proud to have éerved in Operation

Iraqi Freedom with SSG Shane Werst and will always consider him a friend and hero.

A =
Jack M._Savﬂle
1ILT, IN
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30 April, 2005

To Whom It May Concern:

I am witness to the heroic bravéry that the Army has instilled in Staff Sgt. Shane

Werst. Over numerous years of devou'pn, this man has set a positive example for many

so’ldiél-;é By liviﬁ.g the Army Values.

| When we first met, we disagreed entirely on the strength and integrity that thé |

Army possésséd as a whole. I declared ﬁat if the Aﬁny functioned properly it would be

the backbone df the Unitéd States, where as without hesitation, Staff S gt. Werst insisted.

that the Army is the stronghold of the United States because of its strength in numbers
and its ability to function properly despite minor conflicts. After a lengthy heated debate

Staff Sgt. Werst enlightened me with infoﬁnation and ideas that I had not thought of.

- However, I insisted that there is always room for improvement. Yet in a perfect world,
our services would be useless. In our final comments we both cﬁose to “agree to
disagree” and set our differences aside.

A true leader must also be an excepfional follower. Since our very first

_conversation I knew that Staff Sgt. Wtirst was -a remarkable leader and an outstanding
follower. I felt that he ﬁad the ability to mold me into an excellent leader through advice,
and his own experiences. From then on, he became my mentor.

Asmy enlistment came to an end, I asked Staff Sgt. Werst for advice pertaihing to

'my future. Unéxpectedly, he did not promote nor did he demote the Anny for re-

enlistment. He simply discussed my options and opportunities, and informed me that this.
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participated in Family Readiness Group (FRG) in the Army. With parental permission,
Staff Set. Werst has even gone as far as participating as a father figure for children when
tﬁéif own fathers could not bé present due fo military missions and training.

Two precious little g-i'r-ls.,-Kendfa and B'rook,rhave spent many sleepless nights
without their father. I know this because I was fighting and training proudly beside him.
These two wonderful c@ildn_an_ already show signs of pride for their father because they
know that the time that he is separated from them is time well spent. Howevef, they have
already been mentally affected by the issue that Staff Sgt. Werst is besieged with. It
would be unfair, and tragically devastating to both girls to grow up without this
extraordinary father figure.

| In closing, I leave you with this; in ordér to get respect, you must give respect,
and Staff Sgt. Shane Werst is one of the most respectable people that [ have the honor of
knbwing. Separaﬁxig him from his faniily, his fﬁend’s;‘ and civilization as we know it will
ri;)f'prove anything, nor will it improve anything. He does not belong anywhere except his
own chosen path, where he has already made a signiﬁ’cént contribl_ltion. Thank You Staff

Sgt. Werst.
Your friend, -

Jeremy R Cook
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~To Whom It May Concern:
From Jack Weiman, a family friend
Subject: Character reference for Staff Sgt. Shane Werst
It has been my pleasure to have known Shane Werst for approximately 20 years.

When he was a Jr. High student [ had oversight responsibilities for our church’s Jr. High
Program. Shane’s attitude and behavior, as a young teenager was similar to that of his peers. He
was rambunctious and imaginative. However, when I provided corrective instruction, he and his
classmates, responded respectively and made the necessary changes. Additionally, he responded
well to biblical and adult guidance.

As the years went by he continued to grow and mature, retaining a somewhat restless spirit,
somewhat like myself, searching for a direction and purpose. His nature seemed responsive and
he possessed a willingness to cooperate. Although he sought to accommodate social and
authority limitations he also expected to be able understand the rationale.

After leaving high school our personal contact ended. I nevertheless was able to stay current as
- 1o his life path, through an active friendship with his parents. I enjoyed learning about his
US Ammy career, his marriage and his becoming a father.

Our lives again made direct contact in the summer of 2004 when he and his family visited his
parents, He took the occasion to speak publicly to a group of friend at our church regarding the
war in Iraq. As he spoke I recalled the hesitant teen of the past. What I saw before me was the
‘confidence of a mature and well trained soldier, who exhibited the poise of a leader, and
possessing compassion for his men, I saw this as a reflection of pride in his country, his family
and his uniform. I saw that he had found his desired direction and purpose. When we spoke
personally, we recalled earlier times and enjoyed remuniscing.

As we spoke and embraced I was touched by the character of this young man whom I had know

.in years past, who was now obeying his Commander and Chief, loving his family and friend and
protecting our freedom and our way of life. I saw a dedicated representative of my country
protécting and teaching these ideals, of personal responsibility, political freedom, and service to
our fellow man, to the Iragi people.

As a veteran, USN 1957-1961, and the dad of an active duty submariner, USS La Jolla, SSN 701,
it is my privilege, hopor and a blessing to have written on behalf of Staff Sgt. Shane Werst.

Singerely,
! i
E{@ e3 i
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TG : SSgt Shane Werst
FROM : George Norman Coates I, Major USAF Retired
RE: Testimony to your character

DATE: March 28, 2005

This is a letter to speak to the positive, wholesome character of Shane Werst. Ihave
known Shane for over 18 years and know him to be a compassionate, caring person
willing to put others first and stand for what 1s right and just. -

We met while Shane actively participated in our church activities, youth club activities,
church choir and musical presentations as well as a member of the El Toro High Schoot
marching and touring band. As an active band parent chaperone, I supervised him on
many band trips, competitions and had prolonged exposure to his activities and actions. 1
never once had to reprimarnd him for incorrect actions or activities.

Shane and I have talked often, one on one, as he grew up through the high school years
and whenever he came home on leave after he joined the military. I always found him to
be seeking truth, military correctness and to be willing to be used for good. I cannot
fathom him acting in any other way but honestly seeking to correctly handle a wartime,
life threatening challenge to the best of his abilities and character and according to his

© training.

I have seen Shane grow in leadership and maturity in his military life and pray the

military will honor his service for us all. As a retired Air Force officer, I am proud to call
Shane a fellow preserver of freedom in all parts of the world.

 Sincerely,

George Norman Coates 11
- Major, USAF Retired
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Al

March 29, 2005
SUBJECT: CHARACTER TESTIMONY FOR SHANE WERST

As a military widow, I understand the dedication of a career military person. They live,
eat, and sleep the military. Their families are second to their careers. This has definitely
been the case of Shane Werst. The time he served his country away from his family was
part of his job, and he never complained about it. He missed months of the precious lives
of his daughters because he was away from home serving hlS country. He loved what he
was doing!

- 1do not know the details of what he is being charged Vﬁth, but I do know he does not

deserve to be sent to prison. He can be much more valuable as a husband, father, and
citizen by continuing to serve his country, rather than our tax dollars paying for him to
stay in prison. Shane is a good and respectable person; he is an excellent father. Ihave
known Shane since he was a baby, and know his background guiet well. In the years he
has been in the Army, [ have observed his passion for his _]Ob

In a letter that Shane wrote from Iraq, he talked of all the danger he was in—bullets
Titerally going through his legs, over his shoulders, and splattering around him. On his
dog tags he carried a Bible verse—IJ. oshua 1:9. “I will be strong and courageous. I will
not be dlscouraged or terrified; for the Lord my God is with me wherever I go.” His
squadron had a prayer they prayed at-every service, whether it be religious or otherwise.’
It was called the “Fighting Eagle Prayer” and it goes as follows: “Almighty God, the
-author of liberty and champion of the oppressed, hear our prayer. We are the soldiers of
the 15 BN 8" laf Regiment; “Fighting Eagle” acknowledge our reliance upon you as we

dabor to defend our nation with honor and dignity. Protect and strengthen this “Band of

Brothers™ as we endeavor to do your will. Grant us the wisdom by your mind, courage
b}f your heart, and strength by your hand. It is for you we battle, and unto you the
vmfory Our nation’s freedom and heritage is built on our faith in you. We are the
“Fighting Eagles,” in God we Trust.” This speaks for the character of Shane and what he
stands for. :

"+ Please consider tﬁese -thing-s and don’t ruin the life and family of this young man.

Sincerely,

;O/zq, 4%-/&,

Sue Ogle
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March 29, 2005

Té Whom It May Concern:
This is my story; please do not stop:reading until the end!

I was born September 1956. My parents divorced not long afterwards. My mother was
my primary carégiver until January 1969 when she died of cancer. Thankfully, since I
was only 12, I had a sister and brother-in-law that took me to raise. At that time, I had
the first “true” family I had ever had. My sister and brother-m—law made great parents,
and he was the only “dad” I ever knew.

My brother-in-law, James L. Watson Jr. (Jimmy), was a helicopter pilot with the United
States Marine Corps. After he served 13 months in Vietnam, he was stationed at Santa
Ana Air Facility in Tustin, California. At that time, my sister and Jimmy decided to take
in foster children because they were unable to have children.

On March 11, 1974, Shane Werst was placed in our home as our first foster child. We
were so excited. Tloved being an aunt and taking care of him. It was one of the most
memorable days of my life. Three months later, we received his sister Shelly. We had a
perfect family! What other blessings.could we ever want? They were such good children
and brought us such joy. The court was going to let my sister and brother-in-law adopt
Shane and Shelly; but our whole world came tumbling down on us faster than we could
imagine. On February 18, 1975, Capt. James L. Watson Jr. was killed in a helicopter
crash while on a training mission around El Toro, CA. Following the funeral, my sister
and I had to give up the two children we had grown to love so much. They Stayed in
California and we moved to Tennessee. °

Throughout thé years, Shane and Shelly s new adoptive parents were great about letting
us stay in contact. Thank the Lord for them They sent us photos and came to Cleveland,
TN, to visit us.

After Shane joined the Army, he was stationed in Ft. Benning, GA. This was close
enough to come visit us; it was wonderful being around him. We have kept in close
contact since he has been in the Army. I met his wife Stacey right after they married, and
I have been around Shane as a father with his girls’, Kendra and Brooke. I’ve never seen
such a devoted dad. Many dads with young children go out with their buddies all the
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time and have no close ties to their children, but NOT SHANE!! He puts his wife and _
daughters before anything else, except his military duties. The Army has provided hima
-true military family life

I want‘o talk about Shane as a soldier in the Army. He has been such a “gung ho”
soldier and so pro Army. . He is decorated for serving in Kosovo and South Korea and
received a bronze medal. If seems 13 years of complete devotion means nothing now.
Would he have made it to be a squad leader if he was not a very dedicated soldier? All
the medals and honors have just faded away.

I helped him when he was in Iraq by sending him and his troops 31 boxes of items to help
them to get through the year. Shane asked me to send one of everything I sent for each of
his troops, He did not want to get anything that he couldn’t share with others.

Now I ask you to give him some compassion. You “the United States” send these
soldiers over to Iraq to keep “peace;” I do not know what went on over there, but [ do
know Shane’s character as well as if he was my own son!

I lost the only “dad” I knew to the Marine Corps. Please don’t let me loose the only
“son” I’ve ever felt I’ve had, to the Army.

Again, please show some compassion to a very dedicated soldier!!

Sincerely,

Edobvory wBh

Deborah Webb
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CH (MAJ) Tim Meador

timothy.meador@us.army.mil
May 10, 2005

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to you in reference to-SSG Shane Werst. I was the 4™ Engineer
Battalion Chaplain, (3™ BCT/4™ ID) from January 2001 to May 2004. I~
served with SSG Werst during this period of time, which included
deployments to the National Training Center and Iraq. Our paths crossed on
numerous occasions in the field, in garrison, and at family support group
meetings. I knew him and his wife Stacy on a personal and professional
basis.

SSG Werst is a skilled, professional soldier. He cared for the men under his
cormmand as their Squad Leader. I saw this on a regular basis as I visited,
and at times lived with, Bravo Company in Iraq. I watched him work with,
encourage, and train his soldiers in the profession he loved. Never was there
a time that he did not concern himself for their personal well-being and that
of their families. He frequently put the best interest of his squad above his
own. And while I cannot comment on his technical proficiency (due to my
inexperience), I can say that he was admired by soldiers above and below
him in rank, for his skill and abilities as a leader of men. The respect I saw
given to him was the kind given to one who knows his craft especially well.
He was trusted both up and down the chain of command.

S5G Werst is also a committed family man. He loves and values Stacy and
their children more than anything on this earth. At Fort Carson, I saw them
as having a warm and loving home, which overflowed to others. Both Shane
and Stacy were involved in the family support group at Bravo Company.
There, I saw them: taking care of younger soldiers and families through their
actions and their words. It was a team effort on their part. On several
occasions I had the opportunity to talk with Shane and Stacy about some
concerns they had for several soldiers and-family members in Bravo
Company - people that they were trying to help. These actions are a
statement of who they are as a couple. To me, this experience speaks
volumes to the quality of their relationship and the importance of family in
their lives. Even now, SSG Werst's first concern is how to best take care of
his loved ones.
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Finally, SSG Werst is a spiritual man, a person of faith. He attended many of
my field worship services throughout our time together in Iraq. From my
conversations with him, I can tell you that he is @ man who believes in right
and wrong, accountability and responsibility, and forgiveness and grace.

When the occasion for reading this letter is long forgottén, SSG Werst will
need to rebuild his iife. I think it is important to note that he has a life that
can be rebuilt. The foundation for it is already in place: in the people he
loves, in the faith he espouses, and in the standards of conduct that he lives
by in his daily life. There are productive days ahead him. He will go on to
make new contributions for his own weli-being, for the good of his family,
and for the benefit of the larger community. I expect him to rise and make a
valuable impact in the future. I am confident of it.

Respectfully,

. Wé@/m/

CH (MAJ) Tim Meador

US Army Chaplain

Assigned to the Student Detachment
Fort Jackson, South Carolina
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