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What the ACLU is doing to fight human gene patents:

In May 2009, twenty plaintiffs represented by the ACLU and the Public Patent Foundation filed a lawsuit
against the United States Patent Office and Myriad Genetics charging that Myriad’s patents on the BRCA

DONOT genes are invalid.
PATENT We believe that these patents violate individuals’ rights to know about their own genetic makeup,
/y]m E N E S doctors’ rights to provide their patients with crucial medical information, and scientists’ rights to

study the human genome and develop new treatments and genetic tests.
PMACLU

The district court agreed with us on March 29, 2010, finding that the patents cover products and laws of
nature. Myriad has appealed the decision.

For more infomation, visit our website: www.aclu.org/brca
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