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SECR~..:.;:.
FriedheImKuhl
Amnesty International
Sektion der Bundesrepublik Deutschland
Steubenstr.4c
58097 Hagen
Allemagne

Dear Mr.Kuhl:

Thank you for your letter to President George W. Bush concerningthe detention
and questioningofenemycombatants captured in the war against terroristsofglobal
reach after the terrorist attackson the United States on September 11,2001 (copy
attached). Asa matter of policy and for operational and security reasons, the U.S.
governmentdoes not discuss specifics pertaining to detainees, to include their names Of
nationalities.

The United States is engaged in an armed conflict with atQaida and its
supporters. The United States must detain enemy combatantswho take up arms against
our forces and remove them from the battlefield to prevent their participation in further
hostilities. It is a universallyrecognized principle under the law ofarmedconflict that
enemy combatantsmaybe captured and detained for the durationof the conflict. Our
detentionof enemy combatants is lawful and necessary to prevent them from returning to
the battlefield or re-engaging in armed conflict against the United Statesor our partners
in the war on terrorism. .

In this war, as in every war, captured enemy combatantshave no right to counsel
or right ofaccess-to courts for the purpose ofchallengingtheirdetention. Should a
detaineebe charged with a crime, the detaineewould have access to counsel and other
fundamental rights recognized by the international law of armed conflict.

The United Stateshas treated, and will continue to treat, enemy combatants
humanely and, to the extentappropriateand consistentwith military necessity, in a
manner consistent with the principles of the Third GenevaConventionof 1949. They are
provided with proper shelter and excellentmedical care. Each is allowedto exercise their
religious beliefs and all are provided food consistent with their religiousrequirements.

The United States questions enemy combatants to elicit information they may
possess that couldhelp the coalition win the war and forestall further terrorist attacks
upon the citizens ofthe United States and other countries. As the Presidentreaffirmedto
the United Nations High Commissionerfor Human Rights, United Statespolicy
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condemns and prohibits torture. When questioning enemy combatants, U.S. personnel
are required to follow this policy and applicable laws prohibiting torture.

If the war on terrorists of global reach requires transfer of detained enemy
combatants to other countries for continued detention on our behalf, U.S. Government
instructions are to seek and obtain appropriate assurances that such enemy combatants are
not tortured.

U.S. Government personnel are instructed to report allegations of mistreatment or
injuries to detained enemy combatants, and to investigate any such reports. Consistent
with these instructions, U.S. Government officials investigate any known reports of
mistreatment or injuries to detainees.

The United States does not condone torture. We are committed to protecting
human rights as well as protecting the people of the United States and other countries
against terrorists of global reach.

Sincerely,

Charles A. Allen
Deputy General Counsel (International Affairs)
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TO: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

ACTION REQUESTED: INFO COpy ONLY/NO ACTION NECESSARY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

10:

TO:

FROM:

MEDIA:

498288

FAX J DATED JAN 29, 2002

PRESIDENT BUSH

THE HONORABLE ARLEN SPECTER

UNITED STATES SENATE

WASHINGTON J DC 20510

SUBJECT: URGES THE PRESIDENT TO CONSIDER THE PROCESS WHERE EL-QAEDA AND
TALIBAN CAPTIVES OF THE WAR IN AFGHANISTAN ARE SUBJECT TO
INTERROGATION

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL ..·IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS
OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE UNDERSIGNED AT f~f~~I}J,lr,[1}1:{,M

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COpy OF RESPONSE (OR DRAFT) TO:
RECORDS MANAGEMENT, ROOM 72, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

OFFICE OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT· THE WHITE HOUSE
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THE WHITE HOUSE
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET

10#
PAGE

498288
1

DATE RECEIVED: 02/06/2002

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE ARLEN SPECTER

SUBJECT: URGES THE PRESIDENT TO CONSIDER THE PROCESS WHERE EL-QAEDA AND TALIBAN
CAPTIVES OF THE WAR IN AFGHANISTAN ARE SUBJECT TO INTERROGATION

ACTION DISPOSITION

ACTION DATE TYPE C COMPLETED
CODE YV'MM/DD RESP D VYIMM/DD

ORG 2002/02/05 nc. -A- ~zJ'!>

ROUTE TO:
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME)

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS NICK CALIO

ACTION COMMENTS ___...----

AA _'_1_ _'_1_-

_1_'_-
ACTION COMMENTS: _

""1t
/
lfAI£ 7 4 ff-'-"s--

ACTION COMMENTS: _

_1_'_- _ 1_1_-

ACTION COMMENTS: _

COMMENTS

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: 0

REPORT CODES:

MEDIA: FAX

USER CODE:

INDIVIDUAL CODeS:

OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE:
TYPE RESP =INITIALS OF SIGNER
COOE=A
COMPLETED =DATEOF OUTGOING

DlsposmON CODES:
A-ANSWERED
B • NON-SEPC-REFERRAl
C • COMPLETED
S - SUSPENDED

ACTION CODes:
A· APPROPRIATE ACTION
C· COMMENT/RECOMMENDETION
o • DRAFT RESPONSE
F• FURNISH FACTSHEET
I • INFOCOPYINO ACT NECCESSARY
R· DIRECT REPLY WI COpy
S - FORSIGNATURE
X· INTERIM REPLY

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO RECORDS MANAGEMENT (ROOM 72, OEOB) EXT-62590
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATIACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO
RECORDS MANAGEMENT.
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Dear Senator Specter:

February 13,2002

,,
This is to acknowledge the receipt of your letter to the President urging the
Administration to consider the process where el-Qaeda and Taliban captives of the war
in Afghanistan are subject to interrogation.

I have shared your letter with the President's advisors andthe appropriate agencies who
have been formulating policy recommendations in this area. Your letter is receiving
their close and careful attention. You will be receiving a more detailed response in the
near future.

Thank you for your comments.

Sincerely,

Nicholas E. Calio
Assistant to the President and
Director ofLegislative Affairs

The Honorable Arlen Specter
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Bee wi copy for appropriate action: Counsel
For Information: Military Affairs

ot02 11
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ARLEN SPECTER
~NN$Y\,VANlA

The President
The WhiteHouse
Washington, DC

Dear Mr. President:

v ~ 11n I V 1\ V I L 1.1 Ie"

~itm ~tQtt.s ~£natf
WAS}-I'NGTON, DC20510--3802

NO, 241 p, 1/1 1...0 0 ~6..1
COMM1TI£E8'

JUDICIA~Y

APPROPRIA110NS
VElCAANS' AFFAIRS

ENVI~ONMeNT AND PUBUC WORKS

January 29, 2002

I havenoted the media reports thatyouare reconsidering your position on how to handlecaptives of
war. Whilethe matter is being reconsidered, I urgeyouto considerthe process where el-Qaeda andTaliban
captives of the war in Afghanistanare subject to interrogation. i

AsyourAdministration has publiclydisclosed, there is a continuing threat of additionalel-Qaeda
terrorism on our homeland or U.S. installations abroad. It is oithe greatestimportancethat the el..Qaedaand
Talibancaptives be interrogatedin-depthin an effort to find clues or leads which might lead our intelligence or
armed forces to thwart another terrorist attack. To refrain frominterrogating these captiveswould, in my
opinion, be a grossderelictionofour dutyto do everything in our power, legitimately, to protectthe securityof
our citizensand others.

Afterconsidering the matter, it is my legaljudgment that such interrogation is not inconsistent with
intemationallaw. ProfessorDetlev Vagts, an ex.pert in intemationallaw at Harvard Law School,who studied
at thePOW Interrogation School in the 19501

8 in the UnitedStates Air Force, advises tll.at it is legalto
interrogate POWs for intelligencepurposeseven though answers might not be admissiblein courtunder
Miranda. A distinguished expert on intemational1aw, Eugene Fidell, Esquire, founderoftbe National Institute
of MilitaryJustice, advises that prisoner of war status doesnot preclude iaterrogationbeyondname, rank, date
ofbirth and serial number.

There axe exceptions to fundamental constitutional rights wherethere is the threat of imminent harm
which wouldbe applicableto potential terrorist attacks. InNear v. Minnesota.albeit in dictum, the Supreme
Courtsaid that fundamental rights offreedom of the presscouldbe circumscribedwith prior restraint to
protecta troopship. In New York ". Quarles, the Supreme Courtofthe United States held there was a public
safetyexception to constitutionalrights underMirandasothat interrogation was permissibleifthe safetyof a
police officer was threatened.

There are solid legal reasons to conclude that the GenevaConventionis not violatedby such
interrogation. Ifa substantial questiondoes exist, it maybe necessary for another convention to reconsider the
extraordinary new challenges presentedby the brutal, inhumane conduct ofel..Qaeda in the horrendous attack
ofSeptember 11th

• There is no doubt that the captives, whatever their status)are entitledto humanetreatment.
The international and Congressional inspections showthat the captives are being treated in a humane and
appropriate way.

I amfurther concemed ora potentialproblem that this debate may discourage interrogators from
proceedingorencourage captives not to talk. On this state ofthe record, I urge you to continuevigorous
interrogation based on the precedentsoflegalityand the importance to the safetyofthe American people.

Shwt;L
Arlen Specter

\
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

'\'r\:~ ,. "., ~ q. r:.~11 ' .. --1.'
r'i ,-:' 'May 21,2004

TO: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

ACTION REQUESTED: DIRECT REPLY W/COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 621309

MEDIA:

DOCUMENT
DATE:

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

COMMENTS:

FAX

MAY 05,2004

PRESIDENT BUSH

GEORGE VOINOVICH
UNITED STATES SENATE
WASHINGTON, DC 20510

EXPRESSES CONCERN ABOUTTHE ABUSE TO IRAQI PRISONERS IN
U.S. CUSTODY AT THE ABU GHRAIB DETENTION FACILITY

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL·· IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN TAKEN WITHIN 9
WORKlNG DAYS OF RECEIPT, UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNEDAT~

RETURN ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE (OR DRAFT)
TO: DOCUMENT TRACKING UNIT, ROOM 84, OFFICE OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT - lliE WHITE
HOUSE, 20500
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THE WHITE HOUSE
DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT AND TRACKING WORKSHEET

DATE RECEIVED: 5/20/2004 CASEID:621309

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE GEORGE VOINOVICH

SUBJECT: EXPRESSES CONCERN ABOUT THE ABUSE TO IRAQI PRISONERS IN U.S. CUSTODY
AT THE ABU GHRAIB DETENTION FACILITY

ACTION DISPOSITION

ROUTE TO:
AGENCY/OFFICE

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS ----ORG 5/21/2004

·J6~PARTMENTOF
"(" DEFENSE

R 5/21/2004

ACTION COMMENTS:

NATIONAL SECURITY
COUNCIL 5/21/2004 c

ACTION COMMENTS:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 5/21/2004 C

ACTION COMMENTS:

ACTION COMMENTS:

COMMENTS:

MEDIA: FAX USER CODE:
SCANNED

BY

TYPE DISPOSITION J
RESPONSE: CODES:,COMPLETED DATE:

".;,,)'~ .

§!.
A - APPROPRIATE ACTION
B - RESEARCHAND REPORT BACK
D - DRAFT RESPONSE
I - INFO COPY/NO ACT NECCESSARY
R - DIRECT REPLY W/ COpy

TYPE RESPONSE = A • ANSWERED/ COMPLETED = DATE OF
INITIALS OF SIGNER ACKNOWLEDGED ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OR CLOSE-
NRN =NO RESPONSE C· CLOSED OUT DATE (MM/DD/YV)
NEEDED X • INTERIM REPLY I

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO DOCUMENT TRACKING UNIT (ROOM 84, OEOB) EXT-62590 KEEP
THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD
TO OFFICE OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT
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05/05/04 12:24 FAX 202 456 6703

05/0~/04 09:00 FAX ZO~-!!!-~~49~7 _
.. ,;,~n

GEOFl~E. VO""OVICH
OHIO

DCOS

_-:S~EN~hTOR GEORGE VoINOVICB
-r

IgI uua
1lI 002

1lCnit.eb 'siutes.$.ende
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20510

The President
The White House
Washingto~DC 20500

Dear Mr. PresideDt:

I appla.ud your prompt condemnation or the honifio acts ofinjustice against Iraqi
prisoners in u.s. custody at the Abu Ghrat"b detention facility. I~ your disgust with
this behavior. It is immoral and so far benea:th the level of conduct expected from-and
typically exhibited by-American soldiers a.!o to be difficult to comprehend.

:Providing new leadership fOT the facility was the right move aDd I am pleased to hear that
proceedings are underway to punish those respcnsible for these acts. It is my strongly
held belief that nothing short ofdishonorable discharge and prison time is adequate
punishment for those respomible for these acts.

It goes without saying that these despicable actions by a few soldiers have done a great
deal of damage to our relations with Iraqis and the Arab and Muslim worlds,
undermining much of the good work done by so manyU.S_soldiers over the past year.
It is crucial that swift action be taken to bring those responsible to justice. The world
[Oust have confidence in our commitment to the well-being ofall Iraqis, including the just
treatment ofthose incarcerated.

I know from your comments and the military's actions to date that you share my concern
with. this serious matter and I urge that every effort continue to 'be made to see that justice
is done and our reputation for justice and fairness repaired. Your recently announced
interviews with Arab media are B. good platform :forbeginJJing to repair scroll' ofthe
damage. I'm confident that you wiD communicate our nation'8 disgust and anger with
the abuse of the detainees andunderscore our-reasons for enteringIraq; to eliminate an
oppressive, dangerous dictator, restore the dignity and human rights of the Iraqi people,
.free them to self..govem and improve their quaH.ty of life.

Sincerely, v:~~
Geo1e~~ cinovich
U~sSenator

SecDef ACLU (DP) 1442



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

July 09,2007

TO: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

ACTION REQUESTED: APPROPRIATE ACTION

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 729988

MEDIA:

DOCUMENT DATE:

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

COMMENTS:

FAX

JUNE 29, 2007

PRESIDENT BUSH

NORM DICKS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVes
WASHINGTON, DC 20515

EXPRESSES CONCERN ABOUTMEDIA REPORTS THAT SUGGEST
THAT THE ADMINISTRATION IS NOW CONSIDERING
REVERSING ITS POSmON TO KEEP OPEN THE DETENTION
FACIUTIES ATJOINT TASK FORCE-GUANTANAMO (JTF-GTMO)

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -.. IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN TAKEN WITHIN 9
WORKING DAYSOF RECEIPT, UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-2590.

RErURN ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COpy OF RESPONSE (OR DRAFT)
TO: DOCUMENT TRACKING UNIT, ROOM 84, OFFICE OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT - THE WHITE
HOUSE, 20500
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THE WHITE HOUSE II'I"~U~IIDOCUMENT MANAGEMENT AND TRACKING . .. .
WORKSHEET • I . I J .

DATE RECEIVED: 7/6/2007 CASEID:729988

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE NORM DICKS

SUBJECT: .EXPRESSES CONCERN ABOUT MEDIA REPORTS THAT SUGGEST THAT THE
ADMINISTRA1l0N ·IS NOW CONSIDERING REVERSING ITS POSmON TO KEEP OPEN
THE-DETENTION FACIUTIES AT JOINT TASK FQRCE-GUANTANAMO (JTF-GTMO)

ROUTE TO:
AGENCYIOmCE

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

(STAPF NAME)

ORG 7/9/2007

7/9/2007A

ACTION COMMENTSz
("

~PARTMENTOF
DEFENSE .

ACTION COMMENTS:

ACTION COMME!NTS;

ACTION COMMENTS:

AcnON COMMENTS:

COMMENTS:

MEDIA: FAX USER CODE: 140 ADDl
SIGNEES

k~~J:d~~jt~~!~r~~;~~::~~~·:~~~~~~~sj:~;.S:;:;~S1M~li{~iI:~~~~;f~~,J~~~tElic~~:i:l:~;:'!
I A • APPROPIUATE ACTION iTYPE •DISPOSmON I '
1B .. RESEARCH AND REPORT BACK } RESPONse; : CODES: ICOMPLETED DATE: :
~ 0 • DRAFT RESPONSE ;...~~..~.._-,.•~-_.. -_._..•-.-.._.-j--_._..._ ..- -"-- .-_.(-_.. --.-..-,-.-....- .... ~.. - ..-~.-..-.-~ .....;
II ~ ·INFOCOPY/NO Acr NECCESSARY i TYPE RESPONSE l:I !A - ANSWERED/ !COMPLETED II DATE OF ..
'I~ R - DIRECT REPLY WI COpy' . i INITIALS OFSIGNfR tACKNOWLEDGED JACKNOWLEDGEMENT ORClOSe~ ;

'NRN • NO RESPONSE i C - CLOSED i OUT DATE (MMjOD/yv) I
~~_~~ .~EEO~. ._._l~:~~:.~':'~~~-.__ ~_-__~-.. . ._j
REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUnNG UPDATES TO DOCUMENTTRACKING UNIT (ROOM 437, EEOS) EXT-62Sto KEEP .
THIS WORKSHeeT ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO
OFFICE 0,. RECORDS ,MANAGEMENT
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NO, 096

~6/29/~007 16:33 F~l 202 456 3501 HOUSE LEG AFFAIRS
J.UN. 29.2007 4:48PM WAS~INGTON OC OFfICE

«ongrtlS' of ttlt l1*iteb ~tatej
~JltDII, J14:IZ051.5

JUIW 29,2007

Itb002
y, 1 .

President Geor~e W.Bush
TheWhite Ho'USe
1600PeD:DSYlva:nia Avenue,NW
W~ D.C. 20500

DearMr~ Preaident:

Recant reports in tJ:u, media have suggestedthatyour admmistratiOD j&t:e:tW considerinS
~g its JXlsition to keep opentho detention fac.ilities atJointTaskFcm:~ (JTF
~O). Ifaccura.te3 we applaud the~

Since the time 'that captured "enemycombatants» were Jin;t btW,ght to Gwm1snan1o Bay
in 2002, the d.e'bdl;>roent facilityhas UIldenuincd Ametica~ B image as themodel ofjustice~d
protector ofh'QlDaZ) righta atO\lJ1d the '-o:cld Holding .prisoue.rs for au indefinite period aftime) ,
'Witho~ clurrgmgthem with a crime goes againstour'Value6, ideals and'principles as a natio.u
govo;med by tb,e t'JJe oflaw. Furtb.=r, GUatltanamo Bayhas <I-b~ela liabilitym. the In'oader
I10bal war on terxor~ as allegations of'torture, theindefinite deteEltion ofirmocentm~ and
tatetnatiowd objections to the 1rea:ta1em ofenemycornba.tar1ts has hurt our~'bilityas the
beacon for freedom 8J1djustioe. Its continuoct OP!IQtion also threatenSthe safety ofU.S. oiti2(mS
andmilitary pe:rso11IJ,81 detaitledabIOad.

TheH0"t1S'&1'essed National Dofiuase AuthoriZation ".ctof2008 (H.R. 1585) ±o,c;;luded 'a
provision req~g the Secretary ofDafense to develop a plan to~feitdet'a=,* £ram
OuantanamoBay. United States military barrackshave theeapabilitj'" to ptOvide{OJ: th.c secure
detainmentofforeign national'> while~ the safetyofcommunitieswithin 'theirproxim;ate
geographic lQCa:t:ioa Further" the mDitaty locationsafford. on-site access to :iniIitatycourtrooms
for1he timely adjudic:ation ofall legal ptOQeedmp.

'I'beclosure ofthe detention faciU.ties at Guantamuno Baywould t'epresent a positive finrt
step towardxesfol'ing our intem.ational repv;tati.onasrtheleaderofd.e.m.ocra.cy and indi'riduW
rlgbts. We also feel tbst it is .necessmy to restore the right ofbabeas 'COJPUS to the d.etamees. This
willallo'W far the irnplementa1ion of fair and transparent mals tobring 8O.emics orour COUhtry to
justice.

The globalwSr on tenw cannotbe won tltrollghnillitaryxnight al~e. It is a warofidc»\s
and philosoph1es.. A liability ofour O\11ncteation, theexistenceoftb:c detention facilitiesat
Gnantanamo Bay is defeatiDg out effort to ensure that the .principles 'Offreedom, justioe and
humanrights are 5pte3d1:bl'oUsh0ut tb.e world. '

We look forward to working with you on what we hope is aSharfk'l objective to close the
deteatioXl :taeilities .at Ouan'l:aUamO Bay. . . . .
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06/29(2001 16:~5 FAX 202 456 3501 HOUSE LEG AFFAIRS
. JU~. 29. 2007 4: 49PM WASH JNGTON DC OFF ICE

•• J

Signatures
Lotter DatedJune 2~t 2007

-+ LA CORR
NO. 098

~OlO
P. 10

1. Bon.James P.. Moran
2. Bon.Nonn.anD. Dicks'
3. Eon. Steny H, Hoyer
4. HOD. Rahm Bmanuel
,~ HOIl WaIteI' B. Jones
'0. Hon. lames 2. Clybum
7. Ron. Elijah B. Cummjngs
8~ Hon.lUcDauJ B. Neal
9. Hot1. Robert Wegla-r
10. Hen, Lui$ OUtle!rez·
11. HOD. Barney Frank:
12.Hon.. BartBl~er
13. Hon. Peter J. Vtsco.sky
14. Ho:o.. L)'IUl C. Woolsey
IS. HOD. ltosaL. DeLauro
16. Han. Do»ald M. Payne
17. Ron. George' ~1le:r
la. HoXl.. HenxyA. Waxxnan
19.Hon.. Martin Meehan
20. Hon.Bd.olphous Tovms
21. Hon. John F. TIerney
22. Hon. Pd:er A.. DeFazio
23.lioD.. Hon. Eleanor HolmesNortoD
24~ Hon. Edward 1.. Markey
25. Hon. William J. Jefferson

.26. Ron. Paul E. Ka.njorski
27. HOll. Rick Boucher
28~ Hon.. Matey~
29. Bon. Barbara Lee
30.. HOIL Dexmis J. Kucinich
31.Han. William'D. DelahtJIlt
3i.Ron. Julia Camon
33. Han. Louis"McIntosh Slaughter
34.Hen, NydiaM~ Velttzquez
35.Hon, Ed Pastor .
36.Hon. JosephCrowley
37. Hou. Dle.na OeGette
38. Ron. Bennie Thompso.a
3~. 'Mon. Maurice D. Hin,chey
40. &11. Bob Filner
41, Hon. Saoford D. Bishop, Jr,

SecDef

42. Mon. Sheila lackson..Lee
43, Hon«,Mark Udall
44.lIoD- Riek Larsen
45.Hon. ZooLofgren
46. Hon, CaxolynlMcCarthy
47. Hon. Joe Courtney
48. Hen, Diane El Watso:o.
49. Hon.. Iv1ike 11.ompsoa
so. Eon. PrankPallone,Jr.
51. HQn.. Anna B$hoo
52.Hon, Dotis Matsui
53.HoD.- TimBis'hop
54. HOD.. Robert Brady
55. Hon.. StepJ:w:1je Tubbs Jones
56. HoD.. Tom.Allen
57.Hon. Sam FaiT
58. Han. SanderLevin
59.Hon.Peter Welch
60. Hon. B:cuce Braley
61.BOlL Tom UaaJl
'62. Ron. MadelemaBordallo
'63~ Ron. Tlm W8lz
·64. HOD. Mike Doyle
65. Hon.. JayIoslee

..66.. HOD. Ed P~lniutter

67.Hon, Patrlc1d Kennedy
68. Hon. Da-vicl SQott
69. Hon.. Allysob. Schwartz
70. Hon. :BrlanHissins
1L Hon. Jim MCGovern
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MEDIA:

DOCUMENT DATE:

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

C:OMMENTS~

FAX

JUNE 29, 2007

PRESIDENT BUSH

NORM DICKS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, DC 20515

EXPRESSES CONCERN ABOUT MEDIA REPORTS THAT SUGGEST
THAT THE ADMINJSTRAnON IS NOW CONSIDERING
REVERSING ITS POsmON TO KEEP OPEN THE DETENTION
FACIUTIES AT JOINTTASK FORCE-GUANTANAMO (JTF·GTM0)

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENT1AL ..-IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS: NOT BEEN TAKEN WITHIN 9
WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED ATfl5f.j

RETURN ORIGINAL CORRE:SPONDENCE:, WORKSHE~ AND COpy OFRESPONSE (OR DRAFT)
TO: DOCUMENT TRACKING UNIT, ROOM 84, OFFICE OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT - THE WHITE
HOUSE, 20500
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Presid«o1 (i«)rge W.Bush
The White House
1600 Pennsyl~ania Avenue,NW
Wasbingto;u., D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. PtesideQt:

Recentxeports in themedia. bave suggested that your adJninistr;ition is now coIlSideriDg
reversing its pOsitiOIL to keep ape;o. the det=.tJ.ou facilities at Joint TasklFcm»-GUantanamo (.rr:F.
GrMO). Ifaccmate, we applaud the decision.

Smeethe time thatQaptured ~~e,na:my comb.atants'· werefirSt brdugln to GuantansmQ Bay
in 2002, the .deteizJ;ment fidlityhasund~edAmerlea'8 image as themodel ofju.stioo and
protectorofhuman rights atettnd theworld.Holdins prisOI1Clt9 for an indefinite period orti.me~
without charging th.em with a crime goes. againstom values,ideals aDO principles as a nation.
gowmed by the tula oflaw. Furtlu:rw Guantanamo Bay has & beeomea liability in the ~a.der
global warontettorJ as aDogations oftorture, theindeDnite detentioD'ofia.nocent men, and
intemational objectiollS to the treatmem of enG)' combatan1s has hurt our uredibiJity'ag the
'beaconfor freedomandjustiCCl. 10 continuedoperationalso threateos 'the safety ofU$. ci1i2ecs
andmiliwypenoxxnel cIet.ained abroad..

The Hous.pas,ledNational Defense Author.ization Act of200S (H.lt. 158$) includeda
ptovisicm. requiIing the SecretazyofDefeusc to developa plan 'to tranSfer detaineo.s~m
Guantanaxno Bay. t1trlted~military barracksha.ve the Q&Pilbility to provide forthe secure
detaintaellt offoreign. nationalswhile eosurmg the safetyof eo:D31hunitiea wi.thin 'theirptoxixnate
geogxaphk loeation. Further.the military.looations aif'o;r:Q on-siteaccessto milituy cou:rtrooms
f'orthe timely adJadicatioXl ofaUlegal ptoceedinSs.

. !he closureof'the detention faQilities at Guantanamo BaywoUld represent a positive .fiJ:st
step tc>wat'd restoring our~onal reputation asIthe leaderofdemo.eraey and. individual
rights. We also feel~ it isnecessaryto restore t1W right ofbabeas eerpusto the detainees. This:
win allow fox: the implcm.co.tation offait axl,d 1ranspare;Qt trials to bring enemies ofour c.ountxy to
justice.

Tho globalwar on tenor carmotbe won~militarymight alone.. It is a war ofid~
and philOsophies. A 1iabi1ityofour ownorcati~ the rlxistence oftbe detention facilities at
Guantanamo Bay is defeating our effort to ensure t1!lat the prlnciples IOffi'eedom, justice and,
humanrights are spread throughout the world.

We look forw#d to wetldng with you on what we hope is a. Sb.are4 objective 10 close the
detention facilitie& at Guantanamo Bay.

I
I
f

I
I

I
I
)
j
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Yours sincerely,
cc:

".
\

amnesty international
Sektion der Bundesrepublik Deutschland e.V.

\5~1

Friedheim Kub! Steubenstr. 4£ 58097 Ha~. Allemap'e. eMail; ai1J9Q@aoLcom

His Excellency
President George W. Bush
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500
USA

Fax: 001202 4562461
Hagen, January 24th, 2003

Dear Mr President,

I am deeply concerned about Bisher AJ..Rawi (m), Ira~i.~.i!..~!>.!.1_i:'!!_~~d~~ A}.;eann~ (~)~

.. Jordania:~!. national..:} have received confirmation that b<:>th men have been transferred to a US
airbase in Bagram, north of Kabul, Afghanistan. The men were,.ari~RalJyarr~teg~in.Ga.Jllbj£l_._....
on ~~~~~~J..8.th..2002 on suspicion of links with al-Oa'jda rhey were held incommunicado
until their transfer from Gambia, which is thought to have been in early January 2003. I
consider them to be at risk of ill-treatment or other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment.

The US airbase at Bagram is believed to hold 40 to 60 detainees at anyone time. An article
published on December 26th, 2002, in the Washington Post, alleged that suspected al-Qa'ida
detainees held incommunicado in Bagram may be subject to CIA IIstress and duress"
techniques, including being kept standing or kneeling for hours, in black hoods or blacked out
goggles, and subject to sleep deprivation under 24-hour lighting.

In April 2002, Amnesty International submitted a Memorandum to the US Govemment on the
rights of people in US custody in Afghanistan and Guantanamo Bay. The Memorandum
included allegations by some of those detained that they were ill-treated while in US military
custody. There have been further allegations of torture or ill-treatment by US military
personnel since this Memorandum was issued.

I call on the~~~thoritiesto jus~!!y ~~~ ,?~gQ...ingjncommURcado..detenti~p:~ l call for the two men
to be released if they are not to be promptly charged with a recognized criminal offence &
brought to justice in accordance with international standards of a fair trial and without
recourse to the death penalty.

I look forward to receiving your kind answer.xu( L\

Jackson McDonald
USA Ambassador to Gambia
Banjul
Republic of Gambia

SecDef
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. NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE NEIL ABERCROMBIE

SUBJECT: REQUESTS THE WHTE HOUSE TO UNDERTAKE THE INTERROGATIONS OF AHMED AL-ANI
ABOUT HIS SECRET MEETING IN PRAGUE WITH MOHAMED AnA AND SEEK CLARIFICATION
BASED ON u.S ASSESSMENT OF AL-ANltS RESPONSES TO .THE QUESTIONS (LISTED)
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R - DIRECTREPLYWI COPY
S - FOR SIGNATURE
X- INTERIM REPLY

DISPOSITION CODES:
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C • COMPLETED
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OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE:
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CODE =A
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WORKSHEET ATIACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO
RECORDS MANAGEMENT.
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George W. Bush
The President
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington DC 20500
USA

24 Apri12003

Dear Mr President

I am writing express our dee concern at 0 ..Rh~ldren areJ~mq:gg..1he mom
than 600 detainees being e in the US NIY..!!!I.!S& mGuanmnarno BaY·-'Ye have written to your
government 00 several occasions since the detainee transfers to the Naval Base began more than a
year ago] and deeply regret that Our concerns have gone unanswered and unremedied. While we
continue to seek such remedies) under international law and standards] for the adult prisoners, we are
now urgently requesting your assurances that the USA will abide by its international obligations in
relation to these young detainees.

The reports indicate that a "handful" ofchildren, described as being between the ages of 13
and IS years old, have been "discovered" by the authorities in Guantanamo, It is reported that the
children were transferred, possibly from the Air Base in Bagram, earlier this year. We further note
that a 16-year-old Canadian national, Omar Khadr, was transferred in late 2002 from Afghanistan to
the Guantanamo Naval Base. We are concerned by reports indicating that it took six months for even.
the Canadian government to have access to him. Along with all the other detainees, he remains
without access to legal counselor his family.

International law and standards recognize the particular vulnerability ofchildren and require.
among other things, iliat children should be detained only as a last resort and fertile shortest time
possible. When in detention, children must be fully protected according to their general and special
needs. We note reports that at least some ofthe children are not being held in isolation cells.
However, we would emphasise that the definition of a "child"s according to most intemationa1legal
standards, is anyone under the age of 18. We would urge therefore that all necessary protections and
safeguards be extended to all children, including any.16 and 17 year olds who may be held in the
Naval Base) including Omar Khadr,

We are further concerned at reports indicating that the child detainees may be subjected to
interrogation without access to any legal representatives. Article 40 ofthe Convention On the Rights
ofthe Child states that "every child deprived ofhis or her liberty shall have the right to prompt access
to legal and other appropriate assistance) as well as tbe right to challenge the legality ofthe
deprivation ofhis or her liberty before a court or other competent, independent and impartial authority.
and to a prompt decision on any such action", Article 39 ofthe Convention stresses that "the arrest,
detention or imprisonment ofa child shall be in confonnity with the law and shall be used only as a
last resort and for the shortest appropriate perjocI of time".

The USA signed the Convention on the Rights ofthe Child in 1995] thereby binding itself
under intemationallaw not to do anything to defeat the object and purpose ofthe treaty pending a
ratification decision.

It seems something ofan irony that the USA. one ofthe first countries to ratify the Optional
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement ofehildren in armed
I AMNESTY INTERNATIONAl

INTERNATIONAL SeCRETARIAT
Peter Benenson House, 1 EeI~n street. London WC1X OOW,United KingdQm

Tel: tnt, Code; 44 (20) 74135500. UK Code: 02074135500. Fmc Int. Code: 44 (20) 7956 1157. UK Code: 0207956 1157.
E-mail: amnntyls@amnesty.org Web: http://www.amnesty.org

Ij~~.~) 1292



281.04 '03 FR! 10:13 FAX 020 7413 5837 OLD I4J 003

conflicts, is now treating these children in a way that undermines fundamental protections under the
body oftbe main treaty itself. We note that the Optional Protocol welcomes the "overwhelming
support for the Convention on the Rights ofthe Ch ild, demonstrating the widespread commitment that
exists to strive for the promotion and protection ofthe rights ofthe child", and that it reaftlrms "that
the rights ofchildren require special protection" and calls "for continuous improvement of the
situation of children". We also note that Article 6 of'tbe Protocol provides that "States Parties shall
take an feasible measures to ensure that persons within their jurisdiction recruited or used in hostilities
contrary to the present Protocol are demobilized or otherwise released from service. States Parties
shall, when necessary, accord to such persons all appropriate assistance for thei r physical and
psychological recovery and their social reintegration.n

We further note that Article 3 of the Convention states that "the best interests of the child
shall be a primary consideration" in all decisions and procedures concerning children. We submit
that transporting children to the US Naval Base in Guantanamo Bay and holding them in indefinite
prolonged untried detention, without access to a. court or to any representatives acting on tbeir behalf,
fails to meet this obligation.

We continue to be concerned for all ofthe GuantAnamo detainees, who are held without
access to the courts, to relatives or to lawyers. Some have been held for more than a year in this legal
limbo, not knowing when or ifthey will be charged, tried or released. We regret your government's
selective approach to the Geneva Conventions and that none ofthe Guantanamo detainees has been
presumed to be a prisoner ofwar pending a decision by a competent tribunal in cases whore the status
may be a matter of dispute.

The USA's failure to abide by international humanitarian law does not leave the detainees
unprotected. As we have stated in our previous communications, it is a fundamental principle of
international human rights law that anyone deprived ofhis Or her Uberty be allowed to challenge the
lawfulness oftheir detention in a court of law. We further point out that in December 2002, the
United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention noted that where prisoner ofwar status is not
recognizee, "the situation ofdetainees wouJd be governed by the relevant provisions ofthe
[International Covenant on CiviJ and Political Rights] and in particular by Articles 9 and 14 thereof,
the first ofwhich guarantees that the lawfulness of a detention shall be reviewed by a competent court,
and the second ofwhich guarantees the right to a fair trial".

Article 9.4 ofthe Intemational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) states:
"Anyone who is deprived ofhis liberty by arrest or detention shall be entitled to take proceedings
before a court, in order that that court may decide without delay on the lawfulness ofhis detention and
order his release ifthe detention is not lawful", The Human Rights Committee has stressed that this
"important guarantee... applies to all persons deprived oftheir liberty by arrest or detention". Indeed,
it has stated that this right is non-derogable, even in states of emergency.

Article 2(1) ofthe ICCPR states: "Bach State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to
respect andto ensure to all individuals within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights
recognized in the present Covenant, without distinction of any kind", including on the basis of
national origin. The Human Rights Committee bas stated: "The Committee considers it necessary to
draw the attention ofStates parties to the fact that the obligation under the Covenant is not confined to
the respect ofhuman rights, but that States parties have also undertaken to ensure the enjoyment of
these rights to all individuals under theirjurisdiction" (emphasis added).

We recall that last month Secretary of State Powell, releasing the State Department's reports
on human rights practices in other countries, referred to "the steadfast commitment ofthe United
States to advance internationally agreed human rights principles worldwide". We urge that your
government acts On such sentiments in relation to the GuantAnamo detainees.

We would be grateful to be informed ofhow many detainees under the age of 18 are currently
detained in Guantanamo Bay in Bagram Air Base and of the circumstances and conditions under
which all ofthem are held.

2 .
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We call for all under-I 8-year.-olds held in Guantanamo to have immediate access to lawyers
and their families. They should be promptly charged and tried within a reasonable time in
accordance with fair trial standards, or released into appropriateand safe ciroumstances.

Finally, I would Jiketo take this opportunity once again to reiterate our request for Amnesty
Intemational delegates to have access to Guanranamo Bay and Bagram Air Base 10 visit officials and
detainees there.

Tthank you for your serious consideration of this letter and await your response.

Yours sincerely

~ ..rC~
Irene Khan

Secretary General

cc. Secre tary ofDefence Donald Rumsfeld

Secretary of State Colin Powell

SecDef
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
2000 DEFENSE PENTAGON

WASHINGTON, DC 20301·2000

POLICY

Ms. Lois Whitman
Executive Director, Children's Rights Division
Human Rights Watch
350 SUi Avenue, 34 th Floor
New York, NY 10118

Dear Ms. Whitman:

The Secretary asked me to respond to your letter expressing concern with reports
of younger detainees at Guantanamo Bay. While we do not discuss specifics of any
detainee - including their ages or nationalities - there are a very small number of
detainees whom we have assessed to be under the age of 16. (It is difficult to determine
exact age for detainees, as many birth records are not readily available.)

As with other detainees, these individuals were transferred to Guantanamo
because they are enemy combatants who pose a threat to our forces. These particular
individuals were captured while actively participating in hostilities against U.S. forces.
The U.S. must detain enemy combatants who would take up arms against our forces and
remove them from the battlefield to prevent their participation in further hostilities. Age
is not a determining factor. As with all detainees, their release is contingent upon the
determination that they are not a threat to our nation.

We recognize the special needs of younger detainees and the difficult or
unfortunate circumstances surrounding their situation. Their needs are being addressed
by medical professionals and others who are experienced in dealing with issues involving
juveniles. In short, every effort is being made to provide them with a secure
environment, segregated from the older detainee population, as well as the special
physical, psychological and related care they may require.

OUf preference would be to detain none of these younger combatants. But as long
as terrorists and others continue to tum young boys into fighters against U.S. forces, we
will continue to detain those who fight against us.

With best wishes, I remain

SecDef ACLU (DP) 1296



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
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MEMORANDUM FOR: DEFENSE

ID 0301587

DATE: 25 FEB 03

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: PRESIDENT

SOURCE: MCDONALD, JACKSON

DATE: 24 JAN 03

SUBJ: LTR FM AMNESTY INTL RE DETAINEES

REQUIRED ACTION: DIRECT REPLY FURNISH INFO COpy

DUEDATE:

COMMENT:
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..
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-2500

JUL ~~2 2003
SPECIAL OPERATIONSI

L.O W'INT ENSITY CO N FL.leT

Irene Khan
Secretary General
Amnesty International
Peter Benenson House
1 Easton Street
London WCIX ODW
United Kingdom

Dear Ms. Khan:

Thank you for your recent letter to President George W. Bush expressing
concern with reports ofyounger detainees at Guantanamo Bay and requesting
access to Guantanamo Bay and Bagram Air Base. Per ourprevious responses, we
are unable to accommodate your request to visit the detention facilities. As a matter
ofpolicy, and for operational reasons, DoD does not discuss specifics pertaining to
detainees - to include their ages or nationalities. That said, there are a very small
number ofdetainees whom we have assessed to be under the age of 16. It is
difficult to determine the exact age for detainees, as birth records are not readily
available.

As with other detainees, these individuals were transferred to Guantanamo
because they are enemy combatants who pose a threat to our forces. These
particular individuals were captured while actively participating in hostilities. The
U.S. must detain enemy combatants who take up arms against our forces and
remove them from the battlefield to prevent their participation in further hostilities.
Age is not a determining factor. As with all detainees their release is contingent
upon the determination that they are not a threat to our nation..

We recognize the special needs of younger detainees and the difficult or
unfortunate circumstances surrounding their situation. Their needs are being
addressed by medical professionals and others who are experienced in dealing with
issues involving juveniles. In short, every effort is made to provide them a secure
environment, segregated from the older detainee population, as well as the special
physical, psychological and related care they may require. We are, in fact, treating
young enemy combatants in a manner appropriate to their status and age.

SecDef



Our preference would be to detain none of these younger combatants. But as
long as terrorists and others continue to abuseyoung men and turn them into
fighters against U.S. forces, we will continue to detain those who fight against us.

Sincere7/~

u-tt-.£~ ,
, aul W. Butler
Deputy Assistant Secretary ofDefense

SecDef ACLU (DP) 1300



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL
f' '-. b ",I I ."

september OSt 2 ea .,i 2: 5,.

TO: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

ACTION REQUESTED~ INFO COPY ONLY/NO ACTION NECESSARY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID:

MEDIA:

TO:

FROM:

SUB~IECT:

568157

LETIER, DATED JUL 23, 2003

PRESIDENT BUSH

THEHONORABLE NEILABERCROMBIE

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WASHINGTON, DC20515

REQUESTS THE WHTEHOUSE TO UNDERTAKE THE INTERROGATIONS OF AHMED
AL-ANI ABOUT HISSECRET MEETING IN PRAGUE WITH MOHAMED ATTA AND
seeK CLARIFICATION BASED ONU.SASSESSMENT OFAL-ANltS RESPONSES TO
.THEQUESTIONS (LISTED) .

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTlAL - IF REQUIRED ACTION HASNOTBEEN TAKENWITHIN 9 WORKING
DAYSOF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE UNDERSIGNES AT N5fW_

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OFRESPONSE (ORDRAFT)TO:
RECORDS MANAGEMENT, ROOM 72, THEWHITE HOUSE, 20500

OFFICE OFRECORDS MANAGEMENT ..THEWHITE HOUSE
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