
DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

1010 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1010 

JAN 2 3 2021 

MEMORANDUM FOR CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR POLICY 
UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (COMPTROLLER)/CHIEF 

FINANCIAL OFFICER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR PERSONNEL AND 

READINESS 
GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
UNDER SECRETARY OF THE ARMY 
COMMANDER, U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

SUBJECT: Department of Defense Actions Regarding the Proclamation of January 20, 2021, 
Termination of Emergency with Respect to the Southern Border of the United States 
and Redirection of Funds Diverted to Border Wall Construction 

In the attached proclamation of January 20, 2021, "Termination of Emergency with 
Respect to the Southern Border of the United States and Redirection of Funds Diverted to Border 
Wall Construction," the President terminated the national emergency with respect to the southern 
border, declared in Proclamation 9844, and continued on February 13, 2020 (85 Fed. Reg. 8715), 
and January 15, 2021 (86 Fed. Reg. 6557), and the authorities based on that emergency, and 
directed further actions related to construction of border barriers. The termination of the national 
emergency eliminates the authority to issue orders for units and members under title 10, U.S. 
Code, section 12302, but does not otherwise affect the authority to continue supporting the 
Department of Homeland Security at the southern border outside the framework of the 
terminated national emergency. 

To implement the President's direction, the following actions shall be initiated: 

• The Under Secretary of Defense for Policy (USD(P)) shall undertake, in coordination
with the Commander, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the Under Secretary of
Defense (Comptroller)/Chief Financial Officer (USD(C)/CFO), and in consultation
with the Director of the Office of Management and Budget, the following actions:

- An assessment of the administrative and contractual consequences of ceasing
each border barrier construction project authorized pursuant to title 10, U.S.
Code, sections 284 and 2808.

- A compilation of detailed information on all southern border wall construction
contracts authorized pursuant to title 10, U.S. Code, sections 284 and 2808,
the completion status of each wall construction project, including any land
acquisition, and the funds used for wall construction since February 15, 2019.

• The USD(P) shall develop, in coordination with the USD(C)/CFO, and in
consultation with the Secretary of the Treasury, the Attorney General, the Director of
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