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NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

 
SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 

 
 

 
LEILA N. SADAT, et al.,  

 
Plaintiffs, 
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JOSEPH R. BIDEN, et al., 
 

Defendants. 
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NOTICE 
 

Defendants President Joseph R. Biden, et al., (“Defendants”) respectfully notify the Court 

about recent developments in the above-captioned case.  On January 15, 2021, Plaintiffs Leila N. 

Sadat, et al., (“Plaintiffs”) initiated the instant lawsuit challenging Executive Order 13928 

(“Blocking Property of Certain Persons Associated With the International Criminal Court”) 

pursuant to the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and the Administrative Procedure Act.  

See Compl., ECF No. 1.  Plaintiffs subsequently filed a motion for a preliminary injunction, ECF 

No. 42; the Court adopted the parties’ proposed briefing schedule, which requires Defendants to 

file a response to Plaintiffs’ motion for a preliminary injunction by Friday, April 9, 2021.  See 

Order, ECF No. 44. 

On April 1, 2021, President Biden terminated the national emergency declared in Executive 

Order 13928 and revoked the Order.  See Exec. Order, available at 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential actions/2021/04/01/executive-order- on-

the-termination-of-emergency-with-respect-to-the-international-criminal-court/; see also Press 

Statement, available at https://www.state.gov/ending-sanctions-and-visa-restrictions-against-

personnel-of-the-international-criminal-court/.  And on April 5, 2021, the Office of Foreign Assets 

Control within the Department of the Treasury removed Ms. Fatou Bensouda and Mr. Phakiso 

Mochochoko from the list of Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons—persons 

blocked pursuant to Executive Order 13928.  See Recent Activity, available at 

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/financial-sanctions/recent-actions/20210405_33. 

Accordingly, undersigned counsel contacted Plaintiffs’ counsel to schedule a time to confer 

about these recent developments.  In particular, Defendants would like to discuss whether Plaintiffs 
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share their view that these recent events have obviated the need for the Court to issue a preliminary 

injunction.  Further, Defendants would like to discuss whether the developments have also 

obviated the need for additional litigation altogether.  Defendants will keep the Court updated 

about the parties’ dialogue. 

 

Dated: April 6, 2021     Respectfully Submitted, 
 

BRIAN M. BOYNTON 
Acting Assistant Attorney General 
  
BRIGHAM J. BOWEN 
Assistant Director, Federal Programs Branch 
 
/s/ Stephen M. Elliott       
STEPHEN M. ELLIOTT 
Senior Counsel (PA Bar# 203986) 
Department of Justice 
Civil Division, Federal Programs Branch 
1100 L Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
T: (202) 353-0889 
E: stephen.m.elliott@usdoj.gov 

 
Attorneys for Defendants 
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