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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

CHRISTA MCAULIFFE  
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL PTO, INC., et al.,  

Plaintiffs,  

v.  

BILL DE BLASIO, in his official capacity  
as mayor of New York, et al.,  

Defendants,  

and  

TEENS TAKE CHARGE, et al.  

Proposed Defendant-Intervenors.

 

 

 

 

Case No. 1:18-cv-11657 

 

 
DECLARATION OF ODUNLAMI SHOWA 

Odunlami Showa, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, declares the following: 
 

1. I am the father of two teenagers who attend New York City public schools, my son A.S. 
is 13 years old and my daughter R.S. is 15 years old.  
 

2. I am Black and my children also are Black. 
 

3. A.S. is in the eighth grade at St. HOPE Leadership Academy Charter School in Harlem 
(“St. HOPE”).  He enjoys reading, is in math club, and is part of the fencing team.  He 
hopes to one day be a forensic scientist.  
 

4. A.S. took the Specialized High School Admissions Test (“SHSAT”) in October 2018 and 
applied to the following five New York City specialized high schools (“Specialized High 
Schools”): The Bronx High School of Science; High School of American Studies at 
Lehman College; Stuyvesant High School; High School for Mathematics, Science and 
Engineering at City College of New York; and Queens High School for the Sciences at 
York College. A.S. found out on March 18, 2019 that his SHSAT score was not high 
enough to qualify him for automatic admission to one of the Specialized High Schools he 
applied to, so the Discovery program is now his only possible chance of admission to one 
of the Specialized High Schools he applied to for next year.  
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