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Testimony of B. M., a junior at New Heights Academy Charter School in Manhattan 

‘Are you sure? You know there are many students who have been studying for this test since last 
year and the summer.’ These were the words from my guidance counselor that rang in my head 
because like many students, I had some sort of hope that I could have a seat in a specialized high 
school.… 

That’s what disappointed me the most: not being told the whole truth … Not being told that 
because of my economic status, I can’t have any sort of hope for a quality education. Not being 
told that many students who look like me — Latinx and black — barely get accepted to a 
specialized high school. That at Stuyvesant, my dream school, only 3 percent of students during 
that school year were Latinx, and only 1 percent were black.  

It is always us  — Latinx and black students — who are left behind because either many of us 
aren’t encouraged or are limited because we are underestimated in the work we can do. So 
you’re telling me that countless nights of doing homework at 1 a.m. because I didn’t have a 
proper desk to work at during my middle school years isn’t hard work? 

A few times a week for a couple of weeks, I would approach my eighth-grade algebra teacher to 
ask for help with the math section of the SHSAT because of the fear of being left behind or not 
being good enough to score high for this exam. Unfortunately, little did I know that I was already 
behind. This was math that I should have understood except I didn’t, because although I was one 
of the top students at my middle school, I didn’t have enough knowledge. I was never 
encouraged by an adult to strive to go somewhere such as Stuyvesant or Brooklyn Tech. Instead, 
we were told to just transfer to a regular public high school.  

I didn’t know what were the ‘good schools.’  
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Yacine Fall — Teens Take Charge https://www.teenstakecharge.com/testimony-1/2017/5/19/yacine-fall

1 of 3 3/1/2019, 6:51 PM
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APRIL 6 ,  2018 (/ TESTIMONY-1/2018/4/6/COCO-RHUM)

COCO RHUM
(/TESTIMONY-

1/2018/4/6/COCO-
RHUM)

TESTIMONY (/ TESTIMONY-1?CATEGORY=TESTIMONY)

HOME (/)    

STATISTICS (/WHY)  PRESS (/PRESS)

ABOUT (/ABOUT)  DONATE (/DONATE)

VOICES EVENTS POLICY

JOIN US

Teens Take Charge (/)
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“
I had good odds because

I am a privileged student

in an unequal school

system.

When I applied to high school I navigated
through the process nervously but with a
clear plan. I knew the steps to take, the
good” schools to go to — these were the

schools to put first and second on my list,
 knew how to speak thoughtfully about

myself for my Beacon interview, how to
unscramble a paragraph for the SHSAT,
and I knew how to pirouette for my
LaGuardia audition. In a nutshell, I was
prepared.

 felt the stress of the process, but the
stress I experienced was, well, relatively
small. I was energized and excited. I
envisioned myself in schools with small
classes, art supplies and engaged
teachers, and this was all because I was
given the tools that allowed me to see
myself excelling in rigorous environments.

 also remember being conscious of how many other students in my middle school were
applying to the school I go to now, Beacon High School, a well resourced school that’s
more competitive than Harvard. I did not think of the miniscule acceptance rate; instead,
 thought that I had pretty good odds, and I did. I had good odds because I am a privileged

student in an unequal school system. I come from a neighborhood that is also mainly
white and wealthy, and through this, I have benefitted from public schools that have

Coco is a student at Beacon High School in

Manhattan.
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9 L IKES  

 Dulce Marquez (/testimony-1/2018/4/6/dulce-marquez) Wyatt Perez 

more resources, better teachers and helped me to grow as a person. These are the facts
of the system, the New York City public school system, the largest and most segregated
n the country.

My experience is the norm for students who come from similar racial and socioeconomic
backgrounds, and this is not because I am smarter or more deserving. We regret to
nform you, the system is broken and unequal and it CANNOT go on like this anymore.

Students, ALL students, not just those of privilege, have a right to an education of equal
quality. We have a right to learn beside and from students of differing backgrounds.

This is no radical statement, simply an extension of how a public school system is
supposed to function. Yet, in 2018, 64 years after the Brown v. Board of Education
decision, we have to continue to fight for our rights. So, today we will make history. We
are the students and we are angry and we are tired and WE are going to fight for
ourselves and each other and for all the students before and after us and no one can
stop us.

  SHARE

K E E P  I N  T O U C H
For updates from Teens Take Charge and opportunities to learn about educational inequity

through the eyes of students, sign up below. 
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https://www.teenstakecharge.com/testimony-1/2018/4/6/coco-rhum 4/4

First Name  Last Name

Email Address

SIGN UP

For media and press inquiries, please email teenstakechargenyc@gmail.com. 

(htt (htt
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