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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF WEST VIRGINIA

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

DECLARATION OF HEATHER JACKSON 

I, Heather Jackson, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, declare as follows: 

1. I make this declaration of my own personal knowledge, and, if called as a witness,

I could and would testify competently to the matters stated herein. 

2. I am 53 years old.  My husband and I are the parents of two sons, ages 20 and 13,

and an 11-year-old daughter.  We have been married for almost 21 years.  We live in Lost Creek, 

West Virginia. 

3. Our daughter’s name is B.P.J.  My daughter and I have a very deep connection

and I believe she knows that she can come to me for anything—I love her very much. 

4. I am fiercely protective of B.P.J.  As her mother, I want to see her be able to

achieve all of her dreams. 

5. B.P.J. is bright and studious; she makes “straight As” and loves math and science.

6. B.P.J. is also transgender.  B.P.J. knew from a very young age that “she didn’t

want her boy parts.”  She never wanted to be naked for bathing because she was deeply 
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uncomfortable with and did not want to see certain parts of her body.  B.P.J. also did not like 

standing up to urinate.  She would often ask me a lot of questions about my own body and about 

why our bodies were physically different, if we were both girls.   

7. As a child, B.P.J. also presented differently than my other children, both of whom

are boys.  At or around the age of four, B.P.J. started asking and was allowed to play dress-up in 

my clothes around our home.  Whenever B.P.J. was provided with the opportunity to pick out her 

clothes or toys, she always went straight for the “girly” items.  I knew this was not a “phase” for 

her, and that there was something different happening.   

8. When B.P.J. told us that she is a girl and wants to be addressed as a girl, I was not

surprised because I spend so much time with her. 

9. Because B.P.J. and I have such an open and communicative relationship, we

would have conversations about how she was feeling.  The more we talked and the more 

comfortable she became with expressing how she was feeling and who she is, the more she was 

able to clearly communicate that she knew she was a girl. 

10. By the time B.P.J. was in the third grade she had chosen her name and was living

as herself at home.  Towards the end of that school year, B.P.J. informed her father and me that 

she did not want to continue going to school “dressed as a boy.”  We agreed she could start going 

to school dressed as herself.    

11. In 2019, B.P.J. was diagnosed by Dr. Gerald T. Montano at University of

Pittsburgh Medical Center with gender dysphoria. 

12. Early in B.P.J.’s social transition, she began seeing a therapist experienced in

treating transgender children.  In late 2019, when B.P.J.’s gender dysphoria was especially 
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severe, causing her to be depressed and anxious, her father and I would take her to visit her 

therapist more often than usual.   

13. B.P.J. started puberty-delaying treatment on June 15, 2020 and has been on this

treatment for almost a year.  She began this care under the treatment of a multidisciplinary team 

of providers, and continues to see providers with expertise in transgender children.     

14. B.P.J. is young and just beginning to explore her interest in sports.

15. During the 2019-20 and 2020-21 school years, B.P.J. was a member of the

cheerleading team for the Bridgeport Youth Football League.  All members of that team were 

girls.  Even before B.P.J. started cheering with her team, she spent a year learning all the cheer 

team’s routines from the stands.  When B.P.J. received her girls’ cheer uniform, she was 

glowing.  B.P.J. always wanted me to be in the front row of her competitions. During the 2019-

20 season, for the first time ever, B.P.J.’s cheer team placed at a cheer competition. 

16. Being on the cheer team dramatically increased B.P.J.’s confidence and

happiness.  B.P.J. was supported and accepted by the other girls on her team and her coaches.  

B.P.J.’s participation on her cheer team taught her the importance of responsibility, trust, and 

team building.  B.P.J. is especially proud to have served as part of the base for her cheer team’s 

pyramids because it demonstrated to her that her teammates trusted and relied on her in order to 

complete their routine.    

17. Participating in cheer was a meaningful way for B.P.J. to learn responsibility.  As

her mother, I can preach about the importance of responsibility, but her position on her cheer 

team provided her with the real-life experience of having others rely on her to attend practice and 

participate, and this has helped her understand responsibility in a deeply personal and meaningful 

way.   
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18. Although B.P.J. enjoyed cheerleading, she joined the cheer team in part because it

was one of the only sports offered to her grade level that she was interested in participating in. 

When B.P.J. begins junior high, however, she wants to try out for Bridgeport Middle School’s 

girls’ cross-country and track teams.  I think that B.P.J. may also wish to try out for basketball 

and/or volleyball, in addition to trying out for and participating on the girls’ cross-country and 

track teams.  

19. From past experience with both of my sons, I believe that the cross-country team

starts practicing in July of 2021.  In the past, to be eligible to try out for the team when school 

starts in August, students must have already participated in 14 practices.  If B.P.J. is unable to 

begin practicing with other girls in July, she will not have enough time to put 14 practices under 

her belt before try-outs. 

20. Having the opportunity to run on the cross-country and track teams is important to

B.P.J. because B.P.J. comes from a family of runners.  When she was younger, I would take 

B.P.J. on runs with me through parks and she grew up watching her brothers run on their school 

teams.  B.P.J. sees my medals on our walls from when I run 5Ks, and her brothers’ medals, and 

she wants the opportunity to be able to run and win some for herself.  More importantly, she 

wants a continued sense of belonging and camaraderie like she had with the cheer team.   

21. I am so excited for B.P.J. to run and I am truly looking forward to attending her

future cross-country and track meets.  B.P.J.’s brothers also are both excited for B.P.J. and 

looking forward to seeing their sister compete. 

22. B.P.J. has the support of her family, coaches, instructors, and peers.  Our family is

very supportive, and my 75-year-old mother, B.P.J.’s grandmother, and step-grandfather are 

B.P.J.’s biggest supporters.   
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23. On May 18, 2021, during a meeting with B.P.J.’s new Principal at Bridgeport 

Middle School, David Mazza, I was informed that because of H.B. 3293, my daughter will not 

be permitted to participate on the girls’ cross-country or track teams this coming school year.   

24. Principal Mazza explained to me (apparently based on his incorrect assumption 

that running on the boys’ team is an option for B.P.J.) that the coaches for both the girls’ and 

boys’ cross-country teams will need to be informed that my daughter is transgender.  Principal 

Mazza told me that this disclosure is necessary because B.P.J. looks and presents like a female, 

and it would be confusing for the girls’ cross-country coach if she saw one of the girls walking 

over to the boys’ side while the teams were practicing. 

25. I am also aware that to try out and participate in the girls’ cross-country team, 

B.P.J. needs to submit a form issued by the West Virginia Secondary School Activities 

Commission, and completed in part by a physician after a physical exam.  A true and correct 

copy of this form is attached as Exhibit A.  The form contains detailed questions about the 

student’s medical history, but does not ask for the student’s sex, genetics, or reproductive 

anatomy. 

26. B.P.J. is a girl.  It makes no sense for her to run with the boys.  Forcing B.P.J. to 

compete on the boys’ cross-country or track teams will mean that she will stand out like a sore 

thumb.  B.P.J. knows she is not a boy, and we know she is not a boy.     

27. Forcing B.P.J. to run with the boys would completely erase who she is, and it 

would devastate her.  My daughter is simply saying, “Accept me for who I am.”  Forcing her to 

run to with the boys is a clear sign to her and others that the state refuses to see her and accept 

her for the girl that she is. 

* * *
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EXHIBIT A 
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