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It has been nearly  30 years since the United States ratified the International Convention on the Elimination 

of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD). Yet progress towards compliance remains elusive—indeed, 

grossly inadequate—in numerous key areas including reparative justice; discrimination in the US criminal 

legal system; use of force by law enforcement officials; discrimination in the regulation and enforcement of 

migration control; and stark disparities in the areas of economic opportunity, education, and health care. 

Racism and xenophobia persist as powerful and pervasive forces in American society. The ICERD is an 

important part of the solution: to confront these global problems effectively, the US needs to confront 

discrimination head on and proactively and swiftly engage in efforts to meet its international obligations. 

This report and its detailed appendix offer an initial roadmap for the US government to fulfill its obligations 

under the treaty.
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